
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Some 5,600 people have fled 

their homes in Blue Nile over 

the past three weeks as a 

result of fighting between the 

SAF and SPLM-N and food 

insecurity.  

• At least 38 people were killed 

and 6,000 displaced 

following armed clashes 

between Hamar and Ma'aliya 

tribesmen in Um Deibut, 

West Kordofan.   

• The international NGO ARC 

reports that 10,000 people 

displaced by fighting 

between the Salamat and 

Misseriya in November 

arrived in Bulbul Timbisco, 

South Darfur. 

• HAC says some 2,500 

people have returned to the 

Um Dukhun area in Central 

Darfur from other parts of 

Darfur and refugee camps in 

Chad.  

IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

156,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

346,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

231,700 
 

985 million 
requested (US$) 
 

538 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

54.6%  
reported funding 

 

Civilian displacement in Blue Nile P.1 

Tribal clashes in West Kordofan P.2 

2,500 people return to Central Darfur P.3 

Food prices atypically high – FEWS NET P.4 

 

Fighting in Blue Nile displaces hundreds of people 
 On 1 December, an NGO working on tracking population movements in Blue Nile State 
reported that an estimated 2,800 people, including 1,850 children and 600 women, had 
fled the Jugo, Seen, Com Reg and Bobuk areas in Bau locality. This displacement is the 
result of fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) as well as a result of food insecurity in their 
areas of origin. The newly displaced people sought shelter in the El Gerri area, north of El 
Roseires locality. According to the NGO, they urgently require food, clean water and 
access to basic health services. According to humanitarian organisations, this latest wave 
of displacement brings the number of people who fled their homes in Blue Nile over the 
past three weeks to at least 5,800. Earlier, an estimated 2,000 people crossed the border 
into South Sudan, 800 into Ethiopia, with a further 200 people internally displaced within 
Blue Nile.  

Hundreds of displaced people return to Blue Nile from Ethiopia 
The NGO tracking population movements in Blue Nile reports that while civilian 
displacement continues due to fighting and food insecurity in the areas of origin, some 
people who fled to Ethiopia have since returned. On 3 December, some 451 people (215 
children, 141 women and 95 men) returned from locations in Ethiopia to Geissan and 
Kurmuk locality in Blue Nile, the NGO said. 
According to the 
NGO, these people 
left Ethiopia due to a  
lack of access to 
food, outbreaks of 
disease and pressure 
from the local 
authorities to either 
move to the Tongo 
refugee camp in the 
Assosa region or 
return to Sudan. 
However, it has been 
reported that such 
returns are not 
necessarily 
permanent. These 
returnees need 
assistance in terms of 
shelter, food, access 
to clean water and 
basic health services. 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Sudan 
Issue 49 | 2– 8 December 2013 

Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile in Doro camp, South Sudan (UN) 
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Tribal clashes in Um Deibut, West Kordofan 
Local authorities in West Kordofan reported that armed clashes between members of the 
Hamar and Ma’alia tribes took place on 5 December in the Um Deibut area in West 
Kordofan, near the border with East Darfur State. According to reports received by the 
UN, 16 Ma’aliya and 22 Hamar tribesmen were killed following clashes. The clashes 
reportedly broke out after a Ma’alia tribesman was killed by Hamar tribesmen following a 
dispute over grazing rights. According to reports, an unidentified number of injured 
tribesmen from both tribes were admitted into Adila and El Nahood hospitals. Fighting 
stopped following the deployment of SAF and negotiations between tribal leaders from 
both tribes. However, tensions in the area remain high. 
According to the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) in Adila, 
East Darfur, this fighting has led people from the Ma’aliya tribe have to flee to Adila and 
Sharif towns, in Adila locality. According to the local media, the fighting has prompted 
more than 6,000 people to flee to El Taboun and Babanusa in West Kordofan, and Adila 
in East Darfur. The majority of the displaced people are reportedly women and children, 
most of whom are living in the open, without shelter, food or water.  
Earlier this year, fighting between Rizeigat and Ma’aliya tribesmen in parts of East Darfur 
resulted in the displacement of over 40,000 people. Inter-tribal violence has been one of 
the main reasons for civilian displacement in Darfur since January 2013. 

10,000 new IDPs in Bulbul Timbisco, South Darfur 
The international NGO American Refugee Council (ARC) has confirmed that an 
estimated 10,000 (2,000 families) newly displaced people have recently arrived in Bulbul 
Timbisco from Ed El Fursan locality, approximately 30km west of Nyala town in South 
Darfur. These people are from the Salamat tribe and fled their homes following armed 
clashes between members of the Salamat and Misseriya tribes in November. They are in 
need of food, non-food items, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services. To 
address these needs, the international NGO World Vision International (WVI) is providing 
clean water to the displaced people by utilising water tankers. WVI is also in the process 
of constructing a water bladder and hand pump in the area. ARC is providing health 
services through their primary health care centre (PHCC). However, due to the increased 
demand for services brought on by the new arrivals, ARC is running out of supplies. In 
the upcoming weeks, an inter-agency mission is set to assess the needs of the newly 
displaced population and verify their numbers. 

Some 7,400 IDPs receive aid in Gereida camp, South Darfur  
The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), supported by the UN Office for Project 
Services (UNOPS) and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), has provided an estimated 
7,400 people in Gereida IDP camp with non-food relief supplies. Following clashes 
between the SAF and Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF) in April, these people were 

At least 38 people 
were killed and over 
6,000 displaced 
within West 
Kordofan with some 
fleeing to East Darfur 
following armed 
clashes between 
Hamar and Ma’aliya 
tribesmen in Um 
Deibut, West 
Kordofan 

The international 
NGO ARC reports 
that 10,000 people 
displaced by fighting 
between the Salamat 
and Misseriya in 
November arrived in 
Bulbul Timbisco in 
South Darfur 
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displaced from Um Gonia and Donki – Dereisa in South Darfur as well as Gereig, Labado 
and Muhajeria in East Darfur. The World Food Programme (WFP) is providing the newly 
displaced people with emergency food aid, while ARC and Care International Switzerland 
(CIS) are providing the displaced with access to water and sanitation. An inter-agency 
field mission led by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to 
Gereida, South Darfur from 25 to 29 November found that 1,976 families (9,880 people) 
have fled to the area since April 2013. 

Some 2,500 returns to Central Darfur 
According to HAC, an estimated 2,500 people (500 families) have returned to Um Dukhun 
town and the surrounding villages of Gantour and Beertaba in Um Dukhun locality, 
Central Darfur State, from other parts of Darfur and refugee camps in Chad. On 8 
December, the international NGOs Tearfund, International Medical Corps (IMC) and 
Triangle Génération Humanitaire (TGH) completed their assessed of the needs of some 
1,250 people (250 families) who have arrived in Um Dukhun town from Chad. An 
estimated 700 of these people have received emergency shelter and non-food items. In 
Um Dukhun town, TGH and the Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Department (WES) have restored water services and disinfected wells in the areas where 
the returnees have settled.  
HAC has also reported that over 10,000 refugees in Chad have submitted requests 
expressing their wish to return to the villages of Salayle, Beertaba, Mutur, Barakat, Saraf, 
Muradaf and Tajaroub in Um Dukhun locality. These people fled their homes following 
inter-tribal clashes between the Misseriya and Salamat in April. According to the 
Sudanese Media Centre (SMC), the HAC Commissioner in the state, Raid Ali Al Amin, 
said that HAC will coordinate with humanitarian actors to prepare villages for the return of 
these refugees. The Commissioner also said that the state government had provided 
some 36,000 returnees with agricultural support this year.  
According to humanitarian organisations, the return of displaced people is a reflection of 
an improving security situation in Um Dukhun town following the deployment of 
government security forces and the disarmament of civilians in the town. 

IOM to transport 1,600 South Sudanese from 
Khartoum to South Sudan by road 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has completed the registration and 
medical screening of 1,653 people of South Sudanese origin in open areas around 
Khartoum. These people will be transported to Northern Bahr el Ghazal in South Sudan 
by road. The convoy departure is scheduled for 14 December 2013. Some 100 extremely 
vulnerable individuals (EVIs) among this caseload are to be airlifted by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
The UN Population Fund (UNFPA) will provide female returnees with some personal 
hygiene supplies for their journey to South Sudan.  
Meanwhile, the Government of Sudan’s Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian 
Work (CVHW) reported that they had secured some funds from the Khartoum State 
Government to transport an additional 3,000 people from the open areas in Khartoum to 
South Sudan. As the chair of the Return Task Force, the Government of Sudan’s IDP 
Centre, which comprises representatives from the IDP centre, CVHW, the South 
Sudanese Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC), IOM and UNHCR, requested 
that all movements should be facilitated through the task force to ensure compliance with 
appropriate standards. 
In early November, the African Inland Church (AIC), in collaboration with the Government 
of Sudan’s IDP Centre and the South Sudanese Relief and Rehabilitation Commission 
(SSRRC), organised the transportation of 1,706 people of South Sudanese origin 
stranded at Kosti railway station since 2011, to South Sudan.  

According to HAC, 
an estimated 2,500 
people returned to 
Um Dukhun town 
and some 
surrounding villages 
in Central Darfur 
from other parts of 
Darfur and from 
refugee camps in 
Chad 

IOM plans to 
transport 1,600 
South Sudanese 
from Khartoum to 
Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, South 
Sudan by road next 
week 
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An estimated 40,000 people of South Sudanese origin are still stranded at 40 different 
departure points across Khartoum State. According to humanitarian organisations, people 
in these open areas are living in appalling conditions.  
Estimates regarding the overall number of people of South Sudanese origin remaining in 
Sudan vary significantly. While the Government of Sudan estimates that there are 
220,000 of South Sudanese origin in Sudan, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) puts this 
figure much higher at 350,000. According to IOM, more than 2 million people returned to 
South Sudan from Sudan since 2005. 

Food prices unusually high due to poorer than 
expected harvest – FEWS NET 
 In its latest update on food insecurity in Sudan, the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWS NET) reported that harvest prospects for the year 2013-2014 
have been revised downwards. The harvest is now expected to be 20 - 30 per cent below 
average due to poor rains, insecurity, and pest outbreaks (grasshoppers and birds).  
Unusually, cereal prices have risen at the start of the harvest season by 10 - 35 per cent 
compared to the previous month. According to FEWS NET, this is likely due to poor 
harvest expectations, high transport and production costs, as well as high inflation driven 
by macroeconomic policies. The Sudanese Bureau of Statistics (CBS) reported that 
inflation in Sudan had reached 42.6 per cent in November 2013 from 40.3 per cent in 
October 2013. 
In addition, FEWS NET reports that security conditions have deteriorated considerably in 
some parts of Darfur, South Kordofan, and Blue Nile states over the last month. Clashes 
have been reported in many areas. Open conflict during the harvest could further lower 
harvest prospects, as well as cause continued destruction of assets and civilian 
displacement, according to FEWS NET. 
According to FEWS NET, crisis – equivalent to the Integrated Food Security Classification 
(IPC) Phase 3 - levels of acute food insecurity persist among at least 30 per cent of 
displaced people in SPLM-N-controlled areas of South Kordofan and 20 per cent of newly 
displaced people in Darfur. In addition, at least 30 per cent of displaced people in SPLM-
N controlled areas of Blue Nile state and 20 per cent of poor households of resident 
communities in SPLM-N controlled areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile states face 
stressed (IPC Phase 2) food security conditions. In Government-controlled areas of South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile, stressed levels of food security will persist through March 2014. 
In Darfur, stressed levels of food insecurity will persist through March 2014 among at 
least 20 per cent of IDPs in Darfur, with the phase level maintained through humanitarian 
assistance. However, some of the thousands of people displaced by tribal conflict in 2013 
have not yet received assistance and may face crisis (IPC Phase 3) food insecurity until 
they receive food assistance. 

 

FEWS NET reports 
that food prices have 
atypically risen at the 
start of the harvest 
season in Sudan due 
to poor harvest 
expectations, high 
transport and 
production costs 

An estimated 40,000 
people of South 
Sudanese origin are 
still stranded at 40 
different departure 
points across 
Khartoum State 
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