
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

• Over 5,000 Ngok Dinka have 

arrived in the Abyei area on 

trucks and chartered flights 

since September as debate 

over a referendum has 

continued.   

• Planning is going ahead for a 

vaccination campaign in 

South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile in November, but the 

Government and SPLM-N 

have not yet resolved all 

outstanding issues. 

• Armed groups in South 

Darfur disrupt aid operations, 

threatening to loot any 

vehicles travelling in the 

area. 

• 134,000 people in Adila and 

Abu Karinka, East Darfur, in 

urgent need of humanitarian 

assistance.  

IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

159,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

346,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

229,000 
 

984 million 
requested (US$) 
 

468 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

47.5%  
reported funding 

 

 Arrivals of Ngok Dinka in Abyei area P.1 

Planning for vaccinations in S.Kordofan P.2 

Aid operations disrupted in South Darfur P.3 

134,000 IDPs in East Darfur need aid P.4 

 

Over 5,000 Ngok Dinka arrive in Abyei as debate 
over a proposed referendum continues 
In a statement issued on 18 October, the Ngok Dinka leadership in Abyei announced its 
intention to unilaterally conduct a community-based referendum to determine the status of 
the Abyei area. This came in spite of a call from the international community, including 
the United Nations and the African Union, for both Sudan and South Sudan to avoid 
taking unilateral action to hold a referendum. Since then, the Government of South Sudan 
has said that it does not support the holding of a unilateral referendum. 
Meanwhile, following the earlier calls by the Ngok Dinka leadership for the referendum to 
go ahead in October, and with trucks and dozens of chartered flights organised by 
supporters of the Ngok Dinka community, humanitarian organisations estimate that since 
early September 2013 some 5,000 Ngok Dinka people have arrived in the Abyei Area 
from South Sudan. Humanitarian agencies estimate that approximately 45 per cent of 
these people are staying with relatives in the Agok area, some 45 per cent are living with 
relatives in Abyei town or squatting in government buildings, and around 10 per cent have 
moved into a school in Awolnhom.  
Humanitarian agencies are ensuring that the humanitarian needs of people arriving in the 
Abyei area are met, regardless of their reasons for travel. Moreover, humanitarian 
organisations are also assessing the needs of new arrivals who intend to return 
permanently to their homes in Abyei and who have reached their areas of origin.  
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Distribution of relief supplies in Abyei area (UN) 

Number of arrivals in the Abyei area registered by IOM – as of 17 October 
Source: International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
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Local authorities are managing four temporary transit centres in Abyei Town to ensure 
that there is short-term emergency accommodation for new arrivals. Agencies estimate 
that several hundred people are staying in these temporary centres and have provided 
emergency food assistance to over 700 people. Agencies are also providing mobile 
health services. 
Most new arrivals in Abyei have not yet permanently settled primarily because heavy 
rains have made travel within the Abyei area difficult and because of the lack of a political 
decision over the dates for 
the referendum. The lack of 
clarity over referendum dates 
has also delayed the 
movement back to South 
Sudan of people who have 
come to Abyei specifically to 
vote.  
With the rainy season 
coming to an end in the 
Abyei area, the traditional 
Misseriya migration from 
Sudan into areas in the 
northern part of South Sudan 
is also expected to 
commence in mid-
November. 

Planning goes ahead for polio vaccinations in 
South Kordofan and Blue Nile in November 
The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Ali Al-Za’tari, said 
in an interview that the United Nations had been informed by senior Government officials 
that the Government of Sudan had agreed to a two week cessation of hostilities in South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile in the first two weeks of November for polio vaccinations to take 
place. The vaccination campaign, which is based on a detailed plan negotiated by 
UNICEF and WHO with both sides, will target 147,000 children under five years of age in 
areas controlled by the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) in South 
Kordofan and 7,000 children in Blue Nile who have not been vaccinated since the 
ongoing armed conflict began in 2011. According to media reports, the SPLM-N has 
indicated that two weeks is not enough to bring children from areas deep in the Nuba 
Mountains to the vaccination points and then return them back to their families.  
The UN Security Council issued a press statement last week calling on the Government 
of Sudan and the SPLM-N to urgently resolve differences to implement the polio 
vaccination campaign in South Kordofan and Blue Nile. Humanitarian agencies are 
continuing their advocacy efforts and their operational planning to enable the vaccination 
campaign to go ahead as soon as all outstanding issues are resolved between the 
Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N.  

South & West Kordofan: aid operations continue in Government-held areas  
The international NGO Save the Children Sweden (SCS), the State Ministry of Health 
(SMoH) and the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) have distributed 
education material to some 3,500 children in six schools in West Kordofan’s Muglad 
locality. SCS also distributed hygiene kits to some 200 unaccompanied children at three 
child friendly spaces in South Kordofan’s Delling locality. 
Also in Delling locality, in collaboration with the State Ministry of Social Development 
(SMoSD) and the national NGO Al Massar, SCS held mine risk awareness sessions 
reaching some 2,200 people in 30 villages and schools. The sessions aimed at protecting 
people, especially children, from injuries caused by unexploded ordnance and the 
explosive remnants of war.     

Humanitarian 
organisations 
estimate that over 
5,000 people have 
arrived in the Abyei 
area from South 
Sudan since 
September 2013 

Women in Abyei area receive relief supplies (UN) 

Some 2,200 people 
in Delling locality, 
South Kordofan, 
have been educated 
on mine risk 
awareness  
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The international NGO Mercy Corps Scotland (MC-Scotland) and the State Ministry of 
Agriculture (SMoA) have distributed fruit tree seeds to some 1,200 people in West 
Kordofan’s Lagawa locality and South Kordofan’s Delling locality. MC-Scotland also 
trained people in fruit tree planting and management. 

South Darfur: armed groups affect the delivery of 
aid to 34,000 displaced people 
According to reports received by the UN, armed groups in the area of Abu Hamra 
(approximately 90km north of Nyala town) in South Darfur have threatened to steal fuel, 
ammunition, food and money from any vehicles traveling in the area. According to the 
report, armed groups have established two checkpoints and have reportedly said that 
Government, African Union – 
United Nations Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) and UN 
agency vehicles will be 
targeted. If this situation is 
not resolved an estimated 
34,000 displaced people in 
the Mershing, Manawashi 
and Khor Abeche areas will 
not receive humanitarian 
assistance. 
Abu Hamra is located on the 
main road from Nyala to El 
Fasher in North Darfur. This 
is also the access road 
leading to Khor Abeche, 
which is about 35km from 
Abu Hamra.  

Restrictions on transport of fuel cause water shortage in Shangil Tobaya 
According to humanitarian actors on the ground, some 30,000 people in Shangil Tobaya, 
North Darfur, have faced water shortages due to Government restrictions on the 
transportation of fuel from El Fasher. This fuel is needed to run the motorised water 
distribution schemes in the area. The UN Children’s agency (UNICEF) is looking into 
other ways of providing the affected people with water until the fuel issue can be 
resolved.  

Deteriorating health situation of displaced people 
in Labado, East Darfur 

According to UNAMID, the health situation of displaced people who have taken refuge 
near the UNAMID team site in Labado, East Darfur, has deteriorated and interventions 
from the humanitarian community are urgently required. The hospital in Labado town has 
been closed since April due to insecurity. Currently the UNAMID clinic is the only health 
centre providing the displaced community with health services. According to UNAMID 
between 120 to 130 people visit the clinic every week. The UNAMID clinic does not have 
enough medical supplies and lacks maternal care facilities.  
The entire population of Labado town – an estimated 25,000 people according to HAC – 
fled the town following fighting between SAF and an armed movement in April 2013. 
Some of the displaced people sought refuge at the UNAMID team site in Labado while 
others moved to displaced people’s camps in Nyala in South Darfur. The displaced 
people have not returned to Labado and according to the last World Food Programme 
(WFP) food distribution in September, there are an estimated 7,000 displaced people 
currently sheltering near the UNAMID team site. 

An estimated 7,000 
displaced people 
taking refuge near 
the UNAMID team 
site are in need of 
better health 
assistance  

Armed groups in 
South Darfur’s Abu 
Hamra area are 
threatening to loot 
any vehicles 
travelling in the area 

Khor Abeche settlement in South Darfur (UNAMID) 
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Displaced people taking refuge near the UNAMID team site in Labado (UN) 

Massive humanitarian needs in Adila and Abu Karinka, East Darfur  
According to HAC, an estimated 134,000 displaced people in Adila and Abu Karinka 
town, East Darfur, require humanitarian assistance. These people were displaced from 
their villages in Adila and Abu Karinka localities following inter-tribal fighting between the 
Reizegat and Ma’aliya tribes that began in August 2013. According to HAC, since August 
this fighting has displaced an estimated 84,910 people in Abu Karinka and 50,000 in 
Adila. Government restrictions due to the insecurity have prevented humanitarian 
organisations from assessing the needs of these people or verifying their numbers. Other 
than a 15-day WFP emergency food assistance package that was distributed to 101,000 
displaced people in Adila and 51,000 in Abu Karinka by the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS), no other assistance has been delivered to these people, according to 
HAC. 
In Adila, HAC says that the 
primary humanitarian needs are 
water, sanitation, hygiene 
(WASH) and nutritional 
assistance. Attempts to conduct 
inter-agency needs 
assessments in Adila and Abu 
Karinka using UN Humanitarian 
Air Service (UNHAS) or 
UNAMID flights have been 
unsuccessful due to concerns 
over the security of the landing 
sites and protection of staff. Also 
in Adila locality, these newly 
displaced people have put a lot 
of pressure on the five health 
clinics in the locality run by the 
international NGO Merlin. 

Whooping cough outbreak in North Darfur  
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), as of 20 October the 30 people have 
been diagnosed with whooping cough in North Darfur’s El Sireaf locality, with one fatality 
reported. Out of the 30 cases, 29 have been in children under five years of age. All 
reported cases are being treated and WHO and the SMoH may initiate a Pentavalent 
vaccination campaign targeting children under five years in the locality to prevent further 
outbreaks. 
 

According to the 
WHO, 30 cases of 
whooping cough 
have been reported 
in El Sireaf locality, 
North Darfur 

In East Darfur, inter-
tribal fighting since 
August has 
displaced an 
estimated 84,910 
people in Abu 
Karinka and 50,000 
in Adila, according to 
HAC 
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