
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• The Government of Sudan 

announces terms for polio 

vaccinations to go ahead in 

SPLM-N areas of South 

Kordofan and Blue Nile.   

• 3,500 South Sudanese 

remain stranded in Kosti, 

waiting to return to South 

Sudan. 

• Landmines still a major threat 

to civilians in parts of Sudan  

• 11,600 people who fled their 

homes in Muhajeria, East 

Darfur, are sheltering in Abu 

Dangal and Shaeria.  

• HAC has revised the number 

of people affected by floods 

in Sudan up from 340,000 to 

an estimated 500,000 

people.  

IDPs registered 
in Darfur camps 
(excluding IDPs 
outside camps)  

1.4 
million 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

155,900 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

330,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

227,000 
 

984 million 
requested (US$) 
 

415 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

42.1%  
reported funding 
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Government announces terms for polio 
vaccinations in SPLM-N areas 
On 16 September, the Government of Sudan outlined terms for resuming vaccinations in 
war-affected parts of South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, in response to a proposal put 
forward by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO). 
Routine vaccinations for children under five were interrupted when fighting broke out in 
2011.  
The Government agreed in principle to the vaccination campaign, while at the same time 
reintroducing the idea of having a role for the Tripartite partners (the African Union, the 
League of Arab States and the United Nations). It said in a press statement that it had 
decided to resume vaccinations “within the framework of cooperation between the 
Government and the Tripartite Partners”. In a letter, the Government further clarified that 
all logistical operations (transportation and movement of teams) would have to be done 
by land, rather than by air as initially proposed in the plan put forward by UNICEF and 
WHO. 
The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr Ali Al-Za’tari, 
had earlier invited both the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N) to direct talks to discuss a timeframe and modalities for a 
temporary cessation of hostilities to allow the vaccination campaign to go ahead safely. 
The Government clarified that it is ready to discuss modalities for a cessation of hostilities 
for the vaccination campaign but that this will need to be done through indirect rather than 
direct talks between the Government and the SPLM-N.  
In a press statement issued on 16 September, the Commissioner General of the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), Dr. Suleiman, and the Under-
Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Health, Dr. Esam El Din Mohamed Abdallah, said the 
decision to resume vaccinations was made as part of a commitment to ensuring that 
Sudan remains polio-free. It said the decision was made “to affirm the keenness and 
responsibility of the Government towards its citizens and children throughout Sudan, 
including regions of military conflicts”.  

UNICEF and WHO had earlier agreed with the Sudanese Ministry of Health and the 
Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Agency (the humanitarian wing of the SPLM-N) on all 
technical details for the vaccination campaign, which is intended to target 160,000 
children under five years of age in non-Government-controlled areas. If the vaccination 
campaign goes ahead in October, this will be the first cross-line access into SPLM-N 
areas from within Sudan since 2011.  

Meanwhile, the UN continued to receive reports of further fighting between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and the SPLM-N in South Kordofan State. One skirmish was 
reported on 14 September on the road between Almujama and Miri Bara (some 15km 
west of the State capital Kadugli). Further fighting was also reported in Blue Nile State. 
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Civil Defence and FAR draining flooded areas in the Kosti railway station (IOM) 

According to an NGO operating in the area, roughly 300 people from Wigo and Madum 
areas in Bau locality (about 35km southwest of Ed Damazine town) fled their homes as a 
result of fighting between SAF and the SPLM-N forces. Fighting was also reported in 
areas around the eastern mountains of Geissan locality and in the SPLM-N controlled 
area of Ora in Kurmuk locality (about 50km southwest of Kurmuk town). No reports of 
civilian displacement from these areas have been received. The UN does not have a 
presence in these areas and has not independently verified these reports. 

3,500 South Sudanese still stranded in Kosti 
On 10 September, the 
Sudanese  IDP and Returnees 
National Centre (IDP Centre) 
and the International 
Organization for Migration 
(IOM) led a donor mission to 
Kosti railway station (White 
Nile State), where people of 
South Sudanese origin have 
been stranded for over two 
years. Seven donors took part 
in the mission, including 
representatives from the UK 
Department for International 
Development (DFID), the 
European Commission 
Directorate General for 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), the US Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA), and the Embassies of Canada, Netherlands, Norway, and 
Switzerland. Representatives of the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission of South 
Sudan (RRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) also participated. The aim of the visit was to raise 
awareness of the plight of South Sudanese stranded in departure points in Sudan and to 
consider how the humanitarian community can best support those who want to return. 
There are currently over 3,500 people at the railway station, of which 32 per cent are 
children. Despite being promised that they would be provided transport to South Sudan, 
these people have been stranded for over two years. Due to limited access for 
humanitarian agencies, they have received only modest assistance during this period. 
The international NGO Fellowship for African Relief (FAR), which was allowed to resume 
its activities in Kosti on 1 September, is currently the only humanitarian organisation 
currently working at the site. A South Sudanese chief living at the Kosti railway station 
recently said that many of those in Kosti are sick, but lack the money to buy essential 
medicines. In the past eight months, there have been 28 deaths, including seven 
children, from malaria and diarrhoea. As noted during the donor visit, the railway station 
site has been severely affected by the floods, with large parts of land under water. This 
has led to a build-up of dirty, stagnant water, increasing the risk of contracting 
communicable diseases.    
IOM has agreed to take the lead in preparing an appeal to assist stranded South 
Sudanese in Kosti and Khartoum to return to South Sudan. IOM is working closely with 
UNHCR, UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), WHO and OCHA to 
develop a plan to support these people. 
Estimates regarding the total number of South Sudanese in Sudan vary from 220,000 
people (Government of Sudan estimate) to 350,000 people (UNHCR estimate). 

Landmines still a major threat in Sudan 
According to the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), both SAF and the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) frequently used mines to defend their positions and 

3,500 South 
Sudanese remain 
stranded in Kosti, 
waiting to return to 
South Sudan 

Estimates of South 
Sudanese in Sudan 
vary from 220,000 
people (Government) 
to 350,000 people 
(UNHCR) 
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disrupt each other’s operations during Sudan’s 20-year civil war. In 2002, following the 
2001 signing of the Nuba Mountains Ceasefire Agreement between the Government of 
Sudan and the SPLM, UNMAS started its operations in Sudan. Despite the accident 
occurrence rate decreasing since 2005 with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA), 2011 and 2012 saw the highest number of accidents ever registered. 
This was mainly due to the start of armed conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile. In 
2012, the total number of victims of landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW) was 
103 (72 injured and 31 killed).  
To date, 250 locations, – an estimated 32 
km2 – are reportedly covered with mines 
and ERW. The greatest concentration of 
mines and ERW are found in Kassala, 
Gedaref, Red Sea, Blue Nile, South 
Kordofan and Darfur states. Most parts of 
Blue Nile and the whole of South Kordofan 
have been inaccessible since fighting 
started in 2011. Consequently, current 
demining activities are focused mainly on 
states in the east of the country. 
According to UNMAS, as of August 2013, a total of 9,020 anti-personnel mines, 2,848 
anti-tank mines, 53,911 unexploded ordnance (UXO), and 396,623 small arms 
ammunitions have been removed or destroyed in Sudan. Furthermore, education 
concerning the dangers of mines has been provided to 2.6 million people in the most 
affected areas, while 2,061 people have benefitted – either directly or indirectly – from 
victim assistance projects.  
In May 2012, the Mines Advisory Group (MAG), an international NGO working on 
landmine clearance and mine risk education in eastern Sudan, was forced to terminate its 
projects following an evaluation conducted by the HAC. Much of MAG’s equipment was 
subsequently confiscated and MAG closed all its projects and left Sudan earlier this year. 

Aid agencies struggling to meet needs in Darfur 

Inadequate healthcare in Shaeria after INGO forced to suspend work 

In East Darfur, an estimated 11,600 people displaced from around Muhajeria are taking 
refuge in Abu Dangal village as well as Shaeria town. According to HAC, these Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) are in need of food and other relief supplies and essential 
services. These people were displaced from Muhajeria town in Yassin locality in April 
following fighting between SAF and the Sudan Liberation Army – Minni Minawi faction 
(SLA-MM). According to HAC, the displaced people in Abu Dangal (9,000) have yet to 
receive any non-food relief assistance.  
The arrival of these displaced people has put strain on the existing basic services in 
Shaeria town, particularly in terms of healthcare. According to the HAC Commissioner of 
Shaeria locality, there has been a sharp deterioration in the level of health coverage in 
Shaeria since the international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières-Belgium (MSF-B), had to 
suspend its operations following a decision from the National Intelligence and Security 
Services (NISS). This has negatively affected an estimated 16,000 people in Shaeria 
town and nearby villages. MSF-B had been supporting Shaeria hospital with medical 
staff, staff training and medicines. According to HAC, an estimated 50,000 people fled 
their homes in Muhajeria and Labado due to fighting between the SAF and SLA-MM 
earlier this year. 

Lack of safe water at Nifasha and Shadat camps in North Darfur 
According to the national NGO Dar El Salam Development Association (DDA), since 7 
September a lack of funds and fuel have led to a shortage of portable water in Nifasha 
and Shadat IDP camps in North Darfur. According to IOM, there are some 7,000 people 
living in Shadat IDP camp, while WFP reports that there are some 19,000 people in 
Nifasha camp. People in the camps are forced to use contaminated stagnant rainwater. 

Landmines remain a 
major threat to 
civilians in parts of 
Sudan, with 32 sq. 
km of contaminated 
land to be cleared, 
according to UNMAS 

An estimated 11,600 
people who fled their 
homes in Muhajeria, 
East Darfur, are 
currently sheltering 
in Abu Dangal and 
Shaeria town  
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UNICEF is working with the Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation 
department (WES) as well as DDA to resolve the water shortage in the two camps.  

Scabies reported in West Darfur’s Kereinik locality, West Darfur 
On 12 September, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) in West Darfur identified 1,745 
scabies cases in a number of villages in Kereinik locality. In order to avert an outbreak, a 
health campaign targeting the main areas at risk in the locality has been launched. An 
estimated 110,000 displaced people in the area are at risk of contracting the disease. The 
SMoH and health sector partners have formed a task force to monitor the situation. The 
State Government has activated the standard interventions on combatting an outbreak. 
Scabies is a contagious skin infection that spreads rapidly in crowded conditions. 
Personal hygiene as well as access to an adequate water supply are important 
preventative measures. 

Safety and Security Sub-Committee reactivated 
The Safety and Security Sub-committee for Darfur was re-activated on 19 September. 
The meetings are chaired by the Director of the Joint Procedures Centre (JPC) – a 
structure within HAC – and include representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA), the Ministry of Defence, NISS, the Police (Central Reserve Forces), the Darfur 
Regional Authority (DRA), the United Nations Department for Safety and Security 
(UNDSS), the African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), World Food 
Programme (WFP), OCHA and the international NGO Steering Committee. The Sub-
committee aims to enhance the safety and the security of humanitarian workers, to 
facilitate timely access to those in need and to improve dialogue between the 
international community and Government authorities. 

Flood response continues 
HAC has revised the number of people affected by floods in Sudan up to an estimated 
500,000 people (99,980 families). This follows increased rainfall, particularly in Khartoum, 
West Kordofan, and White Nile states. The Government of Sudan has continued its 
support to people affected by floods, raising another US$ 4.5 million (20 million Sudanese 
Pounds) in the last week to provide emergency shelters and non-food relief supplies. 
According to HAC, by 3 September, over 145,000 people had received non-food relief 
supplies and another 65,000 are expected to receive similar supplies soon. Non-food 
assistance consists of one (or two) plastic sheet(s), a plastic mat, one jerry can, two 
blankets and one cooking set, and/or a tent. Female-headed households, and other 
vulnerable groups, were given priority during the identification, verification and the 
distribution processes.  
According to the State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA), an estimated 55,000 acres (53,000 
feddans) of sorghum, sesame, beans, groundnuts, tomatoes, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, 
okra, eggplant, and banana plantations have been destroyed by floods in the localities of 
Ed Damazine, Bau, Geissan, Al Tadamon and El Roseires in Blue Nile State. One acre of 
land covers an area equivalent to about 75 per cent of a football field. 
In August, the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning System Network (FEWS NET) 
reported that flooding and continued conflict throughout August is likely to result in a 
temporary increase in the number of food-insecure people in Sudan from 4, to 4.3 million 
people. 
The national NGO Mubadiroon has distributed non-food relief kits to an estimated 5,000 
people affected by floods in parts of Ed Damazine and Geissan localities. In El Roseires 
locality, the national NGO Alsalam Organisation for Rehabilitation and Development 
(AORD), distributed non-food relief kits (including sleeping mats, plastic sheeting, 
blankets, cooking utensils and jerry cans) to some 6,000 people affected by floods. To 
date, AORD has distributed non-food relief items to an estimated 16,000 people affected 
by floods in El Roseires locality. These supplies were provided by UNHCR and were 
funded through the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF).  

As of 9 September, 
HAC has revised the 
number of people 
affected by floods in 
Sudan up to an 
estimated 500,000 
people  
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