
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• No agreement yet on a 

temporary cessation of 

hostilities in South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile to allow polio 

vaccinations for children 

under five. 

• International support for the 

Government’s flood response 

efforts continue, as the 

Government revises the 

number of “affected” people 

to 340,000. 

• At least 18,000 displaced 

people in camps in Darfur 

have been badly affected by 

flooding and are in urgent 

need of assistance. 

• A peace agreement between 

the Reizegat and Ma'aliya 

tribes was signed in Darfur 

on 22 August.  

IDPs registered 
in Darfur camps 
(excluding IDPs 
outside camps)  

1.4 
million 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

153,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

330,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

225,000 
 

984 million 
requested (US$) 
 

415 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

42.1%  
reported funding 
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Agreement on cessation of hostilities needed for 
children’s polio vaccination in war zone 
The Sudanese Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) has confirmed that the Government 
of Sudan wants the planned polio vaccination campaign for South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
(including both government areas and non-government controlled areas) to start in 
October, as part of a nationwide vaccination campaign. The Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N) has also said it wants the vaccination campaign in SPLM-N 
areas to go ahead as soon as possible.  

But while there is agreement in principle for the vaccination campaign to go ahead, the 
two sides have not yet agreed on precise dates for this and they have not yet agreed on 
modalities for a temporary cessation of hostilities. They have also not yet agreed on 
modes of transportation for the vaccines into non-government-controlled areas. The 
SPLM-N has dropped its earlier demand that the operation be conducted cross-border 
from Ethiopia or Kenya. It has also dropped its demand that vaccines, whatever their 
origin, should not at any point pass through any Government-controlled territory.  

The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Ali Al-Za’tari, has 
invited both sides to participate in a joint meeting to agree on precise dates for the 
operation, as well as transport and security arrangements, including modalities for a 
temporary cessation of hostilities.  

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) have 
already agreed with the Sudanese Ministry of Health and with the Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Agency (the humanitarian wing of the SPLM-N) on all technical details for 
the vaccination campaign, which is intended to target 160,000 children under five years of 
age in non-Government-controlled areas. 

If the vaccination campaign goes ahead in October, this will be the first cross-line access 
into SPLM-N areas from within Sudan since 2011. Earlier this year the UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator met with the Sudanese President, Omar Hassan Al Bashir, and urged 
him to make every effort to ensure that the vaccination campaign is able to go ahead as 
soon as possible.  

So far, in spite of all the efforts made by humanitarian organizations to secure access for 
life-saving humanitarian activities in war-affected areas, the United Nations has not 
succeeded in delivering from within Sudan a single bag of food or a single box of medical 
supplies into areas controlled by the SPLM-N. The Tripartite Initiative of the African 
Union, the League of Arab States and the United Nations, despite being backed by 
Security Council resolutions, also failed to deliver any assistance. 

The current proposal for a cross-line vaccination campaign was put forward because it is 
the clearest example of a life-saving intervention where relief supplies cannot be diverted 
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for military purposes. Mark Cutts, OCHA’s head of office in Sudan, told reporters recently 
that “vaccinating small children under five years of age has no military advantage to any 
side and there is no reason for such a campaign not to go ahead”. He added, “Even if 
there is a war going on, we cannot allow children’s futures to be ruined because we fail to 
find a way to provide basic humanitarian services such as vaccinations. The request is to 
put a few drops of polio vaccine on the tongues of babies and tiny children. Yet after 
more than two years of negotiations, even this is proving difficult to achieve”.  

International support for flood response efforts 
Governments around the world have been continuing to support the Government of 
Sudan and humanitarian organizations in responding to the recent floods. Meanwhile, the 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) has revised its earlier figure of people "affected" by 
flooding downwards from over 500,000 people to an estimated 340,000 people.   

 
According to Government figures, some 67,000 houses, including some 28,000 houses in 
Khartoum State, have either been totally destroyed or damaged by rain and floods. 
The Floods Task Force has reported that since the floods began, numerous countries 
have contributed either in-kind assistance or financial support to meet the needs of flood 
affected people, including Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar, 
the United States, Japan, Korea, Canada, Italy, Sweden, Ethiopia, China, and Germany. 
Additional support was received from the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC).  
Latest reported contributions include the following: shelter materials worth some 330,000 
Sudanese Pounds (an estimated US$68,000) from China for flood affected people in 
Karari locality in Khartoum State; US$10 million from Saudi Arabia to be disbursed to 
relevant relief agencies; US$ 50,000 from the Republic of Korea to WHO; tents, medicine, 
generators, pumps and food items from Morocco; medical supplies, shelter material, and 
food items worth some $2.5 million from Kuwait; and tents, blankets, cooking utensils, 
water canisters and mosquito nets worth some €450,000 (an estimated US$ 600,000) 
from Germany; 
A grant of $400,000 from OPEC’s Fund for International Development was also 
announced to purchase relief items such as plastic sheets, mosquito nets, jerry cans, 

People affected by rain and floods (by State) – 27 August 2013 
Source: Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) 
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Destruction caused by heavy rain and flooding in North Darfur (UN) 

medical supplies, tarpaulins, cooking sets, buckets and blankets. The grant will be 
managed through the Riyadh-based Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Organization, a 
body linking all Arab national Red Crescent and Red Cross societies. 

Inter-agency needs assessments continue 

Numerous inter-agency assessments have been conducted in different parts of the 
country over the past week to assess the needs of people affected by heavy rains and 
floods. The Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items (ES/NFI) sector is compiling assessment 
reports and requests from partner organisations for non-food relief items and shelter for 
people affected by floods. The sector, with support from at least 10 partners, has 
estimated that 38,450 families (about 192,000 people) have either received or will receive 
some emergency shelter and non-food relief items. 
The youth-led volunteer organization Nafeer also continues to play a significant role in 
assessing needs and distributing relief items to families affected by flooding. 

Flood response continues in Darfur 
In North Darfur, HAC reports that an 
estimated 3,800 people in Malha 
were affected by heavy rains and are 
in need of assistance. An inter-
agency assessment went to Malha 
on 19 August and found the main 
needs are for shelter materials. In Al 
Kuma town (80km east of El Fasher 
town), community leaders reported 
an estimated 3,900 people affected 
by heavy rains. An inter-agency 
assessment went to Kuma on 21 
August and agreed to focus primarily 
on urgent rehabilitation of collapsed 

sanitation structures, improving water 
chlorination activities, water quality monitoring and hygiene promotion.   
In Tawila town, the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and community leaders 
reported an estimated 3,700 people affected by heavy rains in the internally displaced 
persons (IDP) camps of Rwanda, Dali and Argo located near the town. An inter-agency 
assessment went to Tawila town on 22 August and identified the need to provide medical 
supplies in Tawila hospital and to improve hygiene promotion and water chlorination 
activities. 
 In South Darfur, IOM has verified that some 18,000 people affected by heavy rains and 
floods in Kalma IDP camp are in need of assistance. Kalma IDP camp is reportedly one 
of the most flood-affected areas in South Darfur. In response, the WASH sector has 
disinfected hand pumps and sanitation structures, intensified chlorination activities and 
hygiene promotion and the agencies have distributed other emergency shelter materials 
and relief supplies to over 5,000 people. The World Food Programme (WFP) carried out a 
general food distribution ahead of the scheduled distribution for people in the two camps 
to offset any food gaps that may have been caused by the floods. Humanitarian agencies 
have also been providing relief for flood-affected people in Otash, Mossei and Gereida 
IDP camps. 

Flood response continues in Blue Nile State 

In Blue Nile State, where about 50,000 people have been affected by floods, Islamic 
Relief Worldwide (IRW) – in collaboration with the Government’s Water and 
Environmental Sanitation (WES) Department – has rehabilitated 15 hand pumps in Ed 
Damazine and El Roseires localities, providing some 10,200 people with access to safe 
water. IRW has also supported the Ministry of Health, Ed Damazine locality and WES 
with cleaning tools and soap reaching some 3,000 people in the locality.  

The ES/NFI sector 
has estimated that 
38,450 families 
(about 192,000 
people) have either 
received or will 
receive some 
emergency shelter 
and non-food relief 
items 

At least 18,000 
displaced people in 
camps in Darfur 
have been badly 
affected by flooding 
and are in urgent 
need of assistance 
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Inter-tribal reconciliation efforts continue in Darfur  
Ma’aliya and Reizegat sign a ceasefire agreement 
On 22 August, Ma’aliya and Reizegat tribal leaders signed a ceasefire agreement in 
Tawisha town, North Darfur, in a reconciliation conference organised by the Wali 
(Governor) of North Darfur with the attendance of Government officials from Khartoum 
and East Darfur State. The two tribes agreed to cease all hostilities and retaliatory 
attacks. According to a media report, a mechanism has been set up that will conduct a 
week-long tour of all localities in East Darfur informing people about the agreement.  
According to the international NGO SUDO UK, an estimated 80,000 people in Abu 
Karinka, Adila, Bakhet and Abu Jabara towns in East Darfur have been cut off from life-
saving assistance due to the Ma’aliya and Reizegat fighting. 
Fighting between the Reizegat and Ma’aliya erupted in early August when they clashed 
over the ownership of land located north of Ed Daein town in Kilakil Abu Salama. 

Gimir and Beni Halba reconciliation conference in South Darfur 
According to a media report, a reconciliation conference is currently being held for the 
Gimir and Beni Halba tribes in Nyala, South Darfur. The Wali of South Darfur called on 
both groups to end fighting. The Wali affirmed that the State Government would support 
fostering peace between the two tribes and ensuring security in the state. The two tribes 
agreed to cooperate and demanded compensation for the family members killed and 
property lost, according to the media report. 
In late May, HAC reported that fighting between the two tribes over land ownership in 
Katila locality had resulted in the killing of seven Gimir tribesmen and displacement of 
some 2,000 people from the Gimir and Assignor tribes to Bulbul Timbisko town, 25 km 
west of the state capital, Nyala town. 
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