
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  
 

• An inter-agency mission to 

Guldo in the Jebel Marra 

region of Darfur finds the 

humanitarian situation dire in 

the town, with little basic 

services available.  

• Outbreaks of Acute Jaundice 

Syndrome and Hepatitis E 

have been reported from a 

number of camps in South 

Darfur. 

• About 4,800 people returned 

to Jebel Moon locality in 

West Darfur from Chad, 

however, some returnees 

have reportedly gone back to 

Chad because of lack of 

services. 

• On 4 July, more than 1,000 

people, including some IDPs, 

were affected by the floods 

caused by heavy rains in 

Kadugli town. 
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in 2013 
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Sudanese 
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Sudanese 
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South Sudan  & 
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First mission to Guldo in three years P.1 

AJS and Hepatitis E outbreak S. Darfur P.2 

Two aid workers released in Darfur P.3 

86,000 refugees from South Sudan P.4 

 

 

Aid organizations access parts of Jebel Marra  

An inter-agency humanitarian assessment mission to Guldo town in Nertiti locality, 
Central Darfur State was undertaken from 29 June to 1 July 2014, with a view to 
resuming humanitarian operations in the area. The Jebel Marra area has an estimated 
100,000 people who have been either severely affected or displaced by conflict and has 
been inaccessible for humanitarian organisations since August 2011. Since then, 
humanitarian actors have had no access to Rokero locality and parts of Nertiti locality due 
to continued Government restrictions. Before their activities were suspended in February 
2014, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was the only humanitarian 
organisation operating in parts of Nertiti locality, including Guldo town.  
According to the mission’s preliminary findings, the town has had no functioning health 
services since ICRC activities were suspended. Low school enrolment in the area is also 
a significant issue. The basic schools in the area have no clean water supply and no 
sanitation facilities. It was also found that over 50 per cent of the population in Guldo had 
no access to sanitation facilities and no garbage collection services are in place. Hygiene 
promotion activities also stopped with the suspension of ICRC operations.  
Apart from some 8,500 people (1,700 families) who have been targeted for agricultural 
supplies by the international NGO Danish Refugee Council (DRC), no other organisation 
has been providing agricultural assistance to people in the area. Meanwhile, local 
residents of Guldo have reported that insecurity prevents them from accessing their land.  

Jaundice and Hepatitis E in South Darfur camps 

An increase in the number of suspected cases of Acute Jaundice Syndrome (AJS) has 
been reported in a number of camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in South 
Darfur. According to the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and the Health Sector, 60 
suspected cases of AJS were registered in Kalma, El Salam and Otash camps as well as 
Kass and Niteaga over the past three weeks (see the table below for details). Kalma 
camp has the highest number of suspected cases (34 cases). According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), AJS is an illness with acute onset of jaundice and absence 
of any known precipitating factors and/or fever.  
The increase in suspected AJS cases is reportedly attributed to insufficient access to 
clean water and sanitation facilities. According to the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) Sector in South Darfur, close to 17,000 new IDPs face acute water shortages in 
sectors 7and 8 of Kalma camp. There is approximately 2.5 litres of water per day per 
person in those sectors, far below the SPHERE guidelines of 7.5-15 litres per person per 
day. 
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Health sector response in Kalma camp  
To mitigate the spread of AJS, a task force is being co-led by SMoH and WHO. The 
international NGOs American Refugee Council (ARC), Care International Switzerland 
(CIS) and Oxfam are also working in close cooperation with the SMoH to stem the spread 
of AJS. In the meantime, 26 samples from Kalma camp have been sent to Khartoum for 
laboratory confirmation. In addition, community health workers have been mobilised to 
promote preventative measures, including hand washing and other hygiene practices. 
WHO is supporting surveillance, active case finding and appropriate case management of 
AJS cases. 
ARC is distributing hygiene kits, soap and jerry cans to camp residents and is 
constructing a borehole at Sector 8 of the camp. ARC is also doing the general cleaning 
of water collection points and storage containers.  
Oxfam is constructing 100 new latrines, while CIS had begun a hygiene education 
campaign.  

AJS cases by location in South Darfur over the past three weeks 

 
Sources: SMoH and Health Sector 

Hepatitis E outbreak in El Serif camp 
On 2 July, the international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) reported extremely 
poor living conditions for some 15,000 IDPs in El Serif camp, near Nyala, the capital of 
South Darfur State. The most recent 4,500 arrivals in the camp, in particular, have 
scarcely enough drinking water, and infectious diseases such as Hepatitis E are 
spreading, according to MSF. Despite the acute and immediate needs, an MSF 
reinforcement team was refused permission to travel to the camp to initiate an emergency 
response. 
MSF reports that of particular concern is an outbreak of Hepatitis E, a potentially fatal 
water-borne disease with no specific cure other than treating the symptoms. By 21 June 
2014, more than 400 cases were reported, according to MSF. With 4,500 extremely 
vulnerable people living in very poor conditions, MSF foresees an alarming increase in 
the outbreak unless a rapid and very substantial water and sanitation response is 
urgently undertaken. 
The Health sector reports a gradual decline in Hepatitis E cases in El Serif camp, but new 
cases are being reported in El Salaam and Otash camps and a dramatic rise of cases 
has been seen in Kalma camp, where 27 cases were reported. 

Almost 1,000 families return from Chad to Jebel 
Moon, West Darfur  
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission 
(HAC) and Commission for Refugees (COR) conducted a returns assessment mission in 
five villages of Fajula, Abu Lijam, Kamdir, Jiljilat and Abu Grein in the Jebel Moon locality, 
West Darfur. Findings revealed that 955 families had returned to their homes from 
Chadian border villages. About 460 families returned to Abu Lijam in 2011, while the 15 
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South Darfur has the 
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cases, while 
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Children in a refugee return village in West Darfur, 2011 (UNAMID) 
 

families in Fajula and 470 families in 
Jiljilat have returned in 2013. In 2013, 
1,780 families had returned to Fajula, 
but the mission found only 75 people 
(15 families) remained in the village, 
the rest of the population returned to 
Chad due to lack of basic services.  
The main need of these returnees is 
water. In some of the return villages, 
people have to walk for eight hours 
back to Chad to get water. According 
to the Darfur Regional Authority (DRA), 
plans to solve the water problem have 

been delayed due to the late approval 
of the water project. 

Returns reported in Beida, Forobaranga and El Geneina localities  
Meanwhile, spontaneous returns have been reported in Meleibida and Fangangta villages 
in Beida locality and in Keinyo and Waigo villages in Forobaranga locality, according to 
HAC. In El Geneina locality, returns were also reported in Makada and Kododol villages. 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) registered some 3,900 returnees (864 
families) who were present in the two villages, including some 1,900 people (469 families) 
in Kododol village and some 2,000 people (395 families) in Makada village. During the 
assessment mission, it was found that some of the returnees remain in the villages, while 
others undertake a daily commute to their villages from Chad. 

Two aid workers released in North Darfur 

The UN has received reports that two Sudanese staff of a local NGO who were abducted 
on 18 June 2014 in Kutum, North Darfur, were released this week. Overall, 16 Sudanese 
aid workers were abducted by militia groups in Kutum in three separate incidents on 18 
June 2014. So far, 13 staff have been released, with three people remaining in captivity. 
The abductions may affect humanitarian interventions in the locality, should humanitarian 
organisations scale-down, suspend or close operations due to deteriorating security. 
Government authorities advised all humanitarian staff to remain vigilant and increase 
security measures.  

Over 1,000 people affected by floods in Kadugli 
On 4 July, more than 1,000 people were affected by flooding in Kadugli town, the capital 
of South Kordofan. State Government and humanitarian organisations mobilised joint 
assessment teams to assess and prioritise the needs of the flood-affected people. 
Meanwhile, the Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items Sector has assisted some 150 
flood-affected IDPs sheltering in Tilo IDP settlement with emergency household items, 
including plastic sheets, blankets, mosquito nets and some household items. In 2013, at 
least 430,000 people in 18 States in Sudan were affected by flooding caused by heavy 
rains. In South Kordofan, flooding affected at least 2,500 people. 

IOM’s displacement tracking and monitoring and rapid response  
IOM has received funding for activities in South and West Kordofan and Blue Nile. The 
project encompasses Displacement Tracking Monitoring (DTM) and a comprehensive 
response to affected populations, including the provision of WASH services and non-food 
items (NFIs), as well as livelihood support in areas of high IDP returns. According to IOM, 
the total number of South Sudanese registered and tracked to date in South Kordofan is 
14,288 people. The total number of newly displaced registered during June 2014 in South 
Kordofan is 256 people (81 in Rashad locality, 175 in Abassiya locality).    

On 4 July, more than 
1,000 peoples, 
including some IDPs, 
were affected by the 
floods caused by 
heavy rains in 
Kadugli town 

About 1,000 families 
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West Darfur from 
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some returnees were 
said to have gone 
back to Chad 
because of lack of 
services 
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Up to 82,000 South Sudanese refugees in Sudan  
As of 2 July, about 82,000 South Sudanese refugees have sought refuge in Sudan since 
conflict in South Sudan began on 15 December 2013, according to UNHCR. The overall 
numbers are in flux, as not all the 29,700 people who were initially registered in Kilo 10 
showed up for relocation to three new sites in White Nile State, UNHCR reports. This gap 
in numbers is attributed to the onward movement of people to surrounding villages and 
other locations. To address this, verification of persons in all the three new sites is 
currently underway and will be completed shortly. Individual registration will then be 
carried out and continuous verification will be put in place. 
Meanwhile, the rains have started in White Nile and it is anticipated that this will make the 
delivery of services to the relocation sites difficult. Some 10,500 refugees received two 
months food rations at the relocation sites, 5,127 in Jouri, 2,199 in El Redis and 3,174 in 
Al Kashafa). Emergency household supplies (blankets, sleeping mats, water jerry cans, 
and cooking sets) have also been distributed to the refugees. As of 20 June, UNHCR and 
the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) provided some 20,000 people (4,000 
families) with emergency household supplies. The distribution of shelter material is 
ongoing, according to UNHCR. Water and sanitation services are also being provided.  
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