
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• First direct talks since 2011 

take place between the 

Government and SPLM-N. 

• SRF attacks lead to 

displacement of 20,000 

people in South and North 

Kordofan.  

• People displaced from 

Muhajeriya and Labado 

receive humanitarian aid.  

• Fighting between the SAF 

and armed movements in 

South Darfur forces civilians 

to flee to safer areas. 

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

142,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

190,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

32,000 
 

984 million 
requested (US$) 
 

221 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

22%  
reported funding 
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Direct talks between the Government and SPLM-N 
On 24-26 April 2013, for the first time since June 2011, direct talks took place in Addis 
Ababa between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-
North (SPLM-N) under the auspices of the African Union High-Level Implementation 
Panel (AUHIP). The talks took place following resolutions calling for a political solution to 
the conflict adopted by the AU Peace and Security Council (AUPSC) and the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC).  

Commitment to stop fighting so that children can be vaccinated 
During the negotiations, the two parties exchanged views on humanitarian, security and 
political issues. The panel presented them with a draft “Declaration of Common Intent”.  
Although this first meeting did not end with any formal agreement signed by both parties, 
during the talks both parties highlighted their commitment to Sudanese people affected 
by conflict and a willingness to alleviate their suffering. In this spirit, there was a 
commitment from both parties to work with the United Nations to achieve a moratorium 
from fighting in South Kordofan and Blue Nile for at least a week, to allow for a polio and 
measles vaccination campaign to go ahead for children in areas not controlled by the 
Government.  
The UN has made clear to both parties that it is ready to launch the campaign at short 
notice. The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan has invited both parties 
to meet urgently so that they can plan and begin this long awaited vaccination campaign 
without any further delays. The direct talks between the Government and the SPLM-N are 
expected to resume in Addis Ababa in mid-May.  

SRF attacks in N/S Kordofan: 20,000 flee homes 
A few days after the first direct talks since 2011 between the Government and SPLM-N 
ended, the UN received reports that the Sudanese Revolutionary Front (SRF), a coalition 
of armed movements that includes the SPLM-N, attacked a number of locations in North 
and South Kordofan. In North Kordofan, SRF forces attacked Umm Ruwaba town, 150km 
east of the North Kordofan capital, El Obeid, and Allakarim, Simeh and Sidrah villages, 
90km east of El Obeid.  
Significant civilian displacement was reported following further attacks in the Abu 
Kershola area of Rashad locality, South Kordofan. According to teams from the 
Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the national NGO 
Mubadiroon and the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), some 20,000 people from 
the Abu Kershola area sought shelter in El Rahad town in North Kordofan. HAC reports 
that local authorities are expecting more newly displaced people to arrive in El Rahad in 
the coming days.  
The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr. Ali Al-Za'tari, issued a 
statement expressing profound concern about the cycle of violence between Government 
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forces and rebel groups that is exacerbating the already serious humanitarian crisis in 
Blue Nile and South Kordofan. He said that “violence can only set back efforts to resolve 
the conflict in Sudan by peaceful means” and he said that these latest attacks were 
particularly disappointing in the context of the direct talks between the Government and 
the SPLM-N that had only just begun. Mr. Al-Za’tari said that destroying civilian 
installations such as power stations and public facilities is not the way to approach peace.  
The African Union, the League of Arab States, the European Union High Representative 
and a number of other UN Member States issued statements condemning the recent 
attacks on civilians. The US Embassy in Khartoum said it “deplores the recent attacks by 
the SRF in Um Rawaba and nearby villages in North Kordofan”. The US Embassy said 
that “we sadly note reports of widespread looting, destruction of non-military infrastructure 
crucial for local residents, and victimization of civilians by combatants, and we call on all 
sides to exercise restraint and not to target civilians”. The statement added that “we 
remain deeply concerned about the ongoing aerial bombardment of civilian areas by 
government forces in Darfur, Southern Kordofan, and Blue Nile; and continued denial of 
humanitarian access to civilians affected by the conflict”. 

Aid agencies provide initial relief aid to the displaced  
The HAC office in South Kordofan has deployed personnel to El Obeid and is 
coordinating the humanitarian response in El Rahad in collaboration with North Kordofan 
state authorities. The El Rahad Chamber of Commerce, HAC, and a number of national 
NGOs in El Obeid report that they have provided two-week food rations to the new IDPs 
in El Rahad. 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) in Kadugli is supporting SRCS and the national 
NGO Mubadiroon with healthcare personnel, medical equipment and supplies to operate 
three emergency clinics for these newly displaced people. The international NGO Save 
the Children-Sweden (SC-S) is providing medicines and medical equipment through the 
State Ministry of Health (SMOH). Soap, blankets, cooking set, clothes, and food supplies 
have also been donated by SC-S. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is awaiting 
clearance from the Government to dispatch non-food relief supplies for an estimated 
20,000 people from its warehouse in El Obeid. 
The UN Chrildren’s Fund (UNICEF) has sent nutritional supplements and some 
medicines as well as 450 sleeping mats and 240 tarpaulins to El Rahad. There is a lack 
of latrines and other sanitation facilities in El Rahad and this is posing a significant public 
health problem following the large influx of people. 

Latest reports: 50,000 fled fighting in E. Darfur 

According to the latest reports from HAC, SRCS and some national NGOs, over the last 
few weeks a total of about 50,000 people were forced to flee their homes as a result of 
fighting in East Darfur. The fighting began on 6 April when rebel forces from the Sudan 
Liberation Army-Minni Minawi faction (SLA-MM) attacked the towns of Labado and 
Muhajeria. Fighting continued and led to the recapture of these towns by the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) about two weeks later. Since then tensions in the area have 
remained high. 
An estimated 11,500 people remain displaced around the African Union - United Nations 
Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) Team Site outside of Muhajeriya town (last week the 
estimated number was 18,000). According to the latest reports, the situation around 
Muhajeriya town in East Darfur state is improving. Some limited returns are reportedly 
occuring and the local market re-opened on 23 April, but many other people continue to 
flee the area to camps in East and South Darfur.  
In Labado, the number of displaced people sheltering around the UNAMID Team Site is 
said to have decreased to some 7,000 people from the previous estimate of 13,000. 
There are reports that the security situation around Labado is tense with unconfirmed 
reports of looting by some militia groups. 
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More newly displaced people arrive in Kalma and El Neem IDP camps  
Displaced people from Muhajeriya continue to arrive in El Neem IDP camp near Ed 
Daein, capital of East Darfur State. By 28 April, the number of people who arrived in the 
camp from Muhajeriya town stood at almost 9,000, with an average of five trucks of 
displaced people arriving daily.  
An assessment conducted by humanitarian agencies in Kalma camp in South Darfur has 
identified an estimated 7,600 people who arrived in the camp from Labado and 
Muhajeriya areas over the past week. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
has started registering new arrivals. Humanitarian actors are now running the water 
pumps in the camp for an extra two hours every day to cope with the additional needs. 
Health services for the new arrivals are provided through the camp’s existing facilities. 
WFP has started distributing two-week food rations for 1,600 newly displaced people and 
will distribute more food once the verification process is complete. 

More displaced civilians from Muhajeriya and Labado receive assistance 

Humanitarian agencies distributed 
45 metric tons of  emergency food 
to all people displaced in Labado 
and Muhajeriya. WHO, UNICEF and 
UNFPA delivered medicines and 
medical supplies sufficient for 
10,000 people for one month in 
each location. UNICEF delivered a 
two-week supply of nutritional 
supplements for children, including 
625 cartons of PB5 and 200 cartons 
of PlumpyNut. Additional stocks of 
non-food relief and water and 
sanitation supplies were dispatched 
from Nyala on 29 April. A total of 
1,400 families in Labado and 2,300 families in Mahujeria will receive emergency shelter 
and other non-food supplies. By 28 April, some 4,800 newly displaced (out of the 9,000 
people) in El Neem IDP camp had received non-food relief supplies, including tarpaulins, 
sleeping mats, blankets, jerry cans and cooking sets. Another 7,500 people in Abu-Hadid, 

Civilian displacement from Muhajeria and Labado, East Darfur 

Sources: Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), UNAMID and humanitarian agencies in East and South Darfur 
 

New IDPs in El Neem camp near Ed Daein receive relief aid (UN) 
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Selea and Yassin have not yet received the non-food relief items that they require. 
Shelter is a major concern in El Neem IDP camp, as no emergency shelter stocks remain.  

More people displaced by fighting in South Darfur 
On 25 April, an inter-agency needs assessment conducted by WFP, SRCS, the 
international NGOs Merlin, Care International Switzerland (CIS) and ZOA confirmed the 
arrival of 1,735 newly displaced people in Gereida IDP camp. These people had fled from 
Umm Gonia and Hijier Tono in Bileil locality and Donki Dereisa, Jabaroona, Tabeldiyat 
and Baraka Toley settlements in El Salam locality in South Darfur following recent 
clashes between SAF and rebel forces. WFP has provided a two-week emergency food 
ration to these people, while CIS is providing water and sanitation services. Merlin is 
supporting healthcare services and supplies of emergency shelter and non-food relief 
items will be dispatched from Nyala once the road is opened for aid convoys. 

As a precautionary measure to ensure the safety of personnel and assets, WFP has 
scaled down its activities in Gereida due to ongoing fighting between SAF and SLA-MM  
in the area. WFP has also transferred all of its assets to UNAMID Team Site. State 
security services have not allowed UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) flights, UN 
trucks or UN personnel to visit Gereida for the last month, affecting food aid distributions. 

Meanwhile, HAC has confirmed that new inter-tribal fighting between the Gimir and Beni 
Halba tribes over land ownership is taking place in Kateela locality, South Darfur. Seven 
people from the Gimir tribe were reportedly killed in an attack on 26 April. The fighting is 
continuing and the security situation along the border between Edd Elfursan and Kateela 
localities is reported to be tense. Although a reconciliatory conference organized by the 
Government in Nyala last week did not succeed in resolving the conflict, additional 
security forces have been deployed to the area to prevent further violence. HAC has 
reported that some 2,000 people from the Gimir and Assignor tribes were displaced to 
Bulbul Timbisko town, 25 km west of Nyala.  

More displacement in Um Dukhun, Central Darfur 
On 25 April, an inter-agency assessment mission visited Um Dukhun town in Central 
Darfur. Earlier this month the town witnessed armed clashes between Misseriya and 
Salamat Arab tribes and scores of civilians fled their homes, with many fleeing across the 
border into Chad. Local authorities informed the mission team that this inter-tribal fighting 
has stopped, as both parties signed a cessation of hostilities agreement on 11 April with 
plans to sign a final peace agreement on 30 April.  
HAC further indicated that the official displacement figure is 8,200 people, including some 
5,000 people from Abugaradil administrative unit who crossed the border into Chad. 
Some 200 people from the Kabar administrative unit also fled to Chad, with 3,000 people 
from the Magan administrative unit fleeing to Murkonday town in South Darfur. HAC has 
confirmed that some 1,250 members of the Massalit tribe fled Girlia village in the 
Abugaradil administrative unit on 15 April and currently reside with the host community in 
Um Dukhun town.  

Some IDPs in Jebel Amir eager to return 
On 23-25 April, an inter-agency mission to Saraf Omra in North Darfur identified some 
34,000 IDPs. During the mission, people who had been displaced from Khoran village 
requested that security personnel, shelter, schools, water points and healthcare facilities 
be restored in their area of origin so they could return before the rainy season.  
Meanwhile, some 3,700 people displaced from Abu Shikan, Tega, Kerat, Gilea, Amar 
Jadeed, Hashaba, Satil and Shatat Teram stated that they do not plan to return to their 
area of origin due to insecurity. This group of displaced people has not received any 
assistance and stated that they will return temporarily to cultivate their fields once the 
rainy season begins.  
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mission confirmed 
the arrival of 1,735 
newly displaced 
people in Gereida 
IDP camp in South 
Darfur 

Displaced people in 
Saraf Omra ask for 
assistance so they 
can return to their 
places of origin 

 

http://www.unocha.org/

