
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

 
  
 

• Sudanese pastoralists may 

soon start crossing the 

border to South Sudan with 

their livestock following a 

reconciliation meeting 

between nomads and the 

SPLA this week. 

• A UNAMID-escorted convoy 

in Darfur carrying IDPs from 

Zalingei to Nyala was held up 

by an armed group who 

abducted all 31 passengers  

• Over 1,500 people of South 

Sudanese origin have been 

assisted to move from 

Khartoum to Malakal in 

South Sudan.  

• Inter-tribal fighting has forced 

some 3,200 people to flee 

their homes in Darfur over 

the past week 

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 
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Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 
 

142,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 
 

187,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 
 

29,000 
 

1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

Nomad migration to South Sudan P.1 

Abduction of IDPs in Darfur P.2 

Inter-tribal fighting in Darfur P.3 

Access to improved water and sanitation P.4 

 
 

Nomads to cross border into South Sudan  
One of the key outcomes of the agreements signed by Sudan and South Sudan over the 
past two weeks in Addis Ababa relates to the movement of people across the border. 
Thousands of nomads who usually migrate from Sudan to South Sudan in search of 
water and pasture for their livestock have recently been unable to cross the border due to 
security concerns and a lack of agreement on various issues between the nomads and 
other groups in the border areas. According to the Nomad Union in East Darfur, some 
50,000 nomads and hundreds of thousands of livestock remain stranded in different 
locations along the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River, unable to move into South Sudan due to 
restrictions imposed by the South Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA).  
Traditionally the annual nomad migration from East Darfur to South Sudan starts in 
December, and they return to East Darfur in May. Due to their inability to move into South 
Sudan – and their prolonged stay in the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River area – the nomads report 
that there is increased pressure on local resources, mainly water and grass, along the 
migration routes. Competition over access to resources could result in the eruption of 
inter-tribal fighting along migration routes. To prevent this, reconciliation meetings were 
held between nomads and the SPLA from 20 to 22 March in Aweil, South Sudan. 
Following the meeting, it was agreed that nomads will give a three week notice to local 
community leaders, the local government, a joint peace committee and the courts in 
South Sudan of their migration route and entry point.  
In addition, it was agreed that all cattle entering South Sudan should be vaccinated at the 
entry points by relevant governmental and non-governmental organisations; that nomads 
and traders entering South Sudan should not carry weapons and should pay tax, 
according to the laws of South Sudan. Furthermore, under the agreements, nomad 
leaders must ensure that Dinka people in East Darfur are protected and allowed to trade 
freely.  
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A nomad woman building a shelter in North Darfur (UNAMID) 
 

Main nomad migration routes from East Darfur to South Sudan 
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Returns to South Sudan re-start 

On On 19 March, 813 people of South Sudanese origin left the Shagara departure point 
in Khartoum State to travel to Malakal in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State, according to 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM). This was the first convoy under an 
African Inland Church (AIC) coordinated assistance programme for the return of some 
1,750 people of South Sudanese origin stranded at departure points in Sudan. On 21 
March, the convoy arrived safely in Malakal town. A second convoy of over 700 people 
left Khartoum for Malakal on 22 March. In February, UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
estimated some 40,000 people of South Sudanese origin remain stranded at around 40 
different sites in Khartoum State, waiting for transportation to South Sudan.  
Estimates on the 
number of people of 
South Sudanese origin 
in Sudan vary between 
220,000 people 
(Government estimate) 
and 350,000 people 
(UNHCR estimate). 
According to IOM, more 
than 2 million people of 
South Sudanese origin 
have returned from 
Sudan to South Sudan 
since the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) in 
January 2005. 

Darfur: abduction of IDPs travelling to Nyala to 
attend an IDP Conference 
On 24 March, a convoy carrying internally displaced people (IDPs) who were travelling 
from Zalingei to Nyala to attend a conference was stopped by armed gunmen and 31 
passengers were abducted. The convoy consisted of three buses, provided by the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM).  According to IOM, the buses were 
carrying IDPs and other civilians who had been invited by the Darfur Regional Authority 
(DRA) to attend the IDP Conference in Nyala scheduled for 25-26 March. At the DRA’s 
request, the convoy was escorted by peacekeepers from the African Union-United 
Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID). 
According to a UNAMID press release issued on 25 March, at around 18:20 hours on 24 
March the convoy was stopped by a large unidentified armed group in military uniforms 
travelling in jeeps with mounted guns between the Arga crossing point and Kass locality. 
UNAMID reported that despite UNAMID opposition, the armed group forced all the 
civilians travelling in the buses to an unknown location.  
The Head of the DRA and other Sudanese Government officials, as well as UNAMID and 
the UN Humanitarian Coordinator, have publically condemned the abduction of the IDPs 
and have called for their immediate release. Efforts are ongoing to facilitate the 
immediate release of all those who were abducted. 

South Darfur: 1,500 flee inter-tribal fighting  
Inter-tribal fighting between the Gimir and Beni Halba tribes in Edd Al Fursan locality in 
South Darfur has led to the displacement of an estimated 1,400 people (270 families) to 
Safia village in El Salam locality in South Darfur, according to the Government of Sudan’s 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and the international NGO American Refugee 

Over 1,500 people of 
South Sudanese 
origin have been 
assisted to move 
from Khartoum to 
Malakal in South 
Sudan this week 

People of South Sudanese origin at a departure point in Khartoum State (UN) 
 

Efforts are ongoing 
to facilitate the 
immediate release of 
31 passengers were 
abducted while on 
their way to attend 
the IDP Conference 
in Nyala, South 
Darfur 
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Committee (ARC). An inter-agency mission will be conducted to verify and determine the 
needs of the displaced people. Inter-tribal fighting between these two tribes has also 
forced some 140 people to flee their homes in Betikha and Katila villages, Edd Al Fursan 
locality, and to take refuge in Kalma IDP camp. Humanitarian partners are providing 
assistance to the newly arrived IDPs.  

Returns to Golo and Guldo in Jebel Marra 

While inter-tribal fighting has led to new civilian displacement in some parts of Darfur, in 
other parts of Darfur there have been reports of people who had been displaced earlier 
returning to their places of origin. According to the Government’s Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) in Nertiti, Central Darfur, people displaced from Golo (Rokero locality) 
and Guldo (Nertiti locality) to Nertiti town and surrounding areas have started returning to 
their homes after the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) retook control of Golo town. HAC is 
requesting humanitarian actors 
to provide assistance to the 
returnees. Reports indicate that 
the situation in the area remains 
volatile and the number and 
needs of returnees have yet to 
be identified. 
Displacement from the Golo and 
Guldo areas started in late 
December 2012 following 
clashes between SAF and an 
armed movement in the area. 
The conflict resulted in the 
displacement of an estimated 
17,000 people to Nertiti town 
and surrounding areas, 
according to humanitarian 
partners on the ground. 

Limited access to improved water/sanitation 
World Water Day is held annually on 22 March as a means of focusing attention on the 
importance of clean water and to advocate for the sustainable management of fresh 
water resources. In 2012, humanitarian organizations assisted 3.3 million people in 
Sudan to have access to improved water supply and they assisted almost 300,000 
people to have access to improved sanitation. 
According to the 2010 Sudan Household Health Survey (SHHS), 61 per cent of 
Sudanese have access to an improved water source (based on the Millennium 
Development Goal indicator definition). However, according to the country definition of 
“access to an improved water source”, which includes water transported from an 

People displaced from Guldo in Nertiti, Central Darfur (UN) 
 

Access to improved water sources in Sudan (by state) 
Source: 2010 SHHS 
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improved source, this rate increases to 77 per cent. In terms of sanitation, only 27 per 
cent of people in Sudan use an improved sanitation facility. There is a big disparity 
between urban and rural areas, with only 18 per cent of household members in rural 
areas using an improved sanitation facility, while the rate for urban areas stands at 47 per 
cent.  
The newly launched 2013 Human Development Report (HDR) states that 41 per cent of 
Sudanese have fixed or mobile phones compared to 27 per cent using an improved 
sanitation facility. This means that of 35 million Sudanese people, about 14.5 million have 
fixed or mobile phones, while only 9.5 million use improved sanitation facilities.  

 

 

 

Access to improved sanitation facilities in Sudan (by state) 
Source: 2010 SHHS 
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