
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
  
 

• About 9,000 people 

displaced from Jebel Marra 

in Central Darfur have 

arrived in Nertiti over the 

past week, according to 

HAC. 

• UNHCR reports 110,000 

people returned to their 

areas of origin in Darfur in 

2012. 

• Intra-tribal conflict in El Fula, 

South Kordofan State, has 

displaced some 11,000 

people. 
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Darfur: Thousands more flee Jebel Amir area 
Thousands more displaced people from the Jebel Amir gold mining area in North Darfur 
arrived in El Sireaf, Garra Az Zawia and Kebkabiya this week, according to the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC). They have been arriving in these 
towns as a result of ongoing inter-tribal tensions and general insecurity in the area. With 
tensions remaining high, there are fears that a new round of fighting may lead to yet more 
displacement. The UN estimates that some 100,000 people have already been displaced 
or severely affected by the crisis. UN humanitarian agencies have had limited access to 
the area until now and this figure is based primarily on information provided by local 
authorities and community leaders. 
The UN and its humanitarian partners have delivered more than 700 metric tonnes of 
food and other urgently needed relief supplies to the area since the crisis began in early 
January. Despite this assistance, the authorities in North Darfur continue to impose strict 
restrictions on travel of humanitarian staff to the area. No international staff from UN 
humanitarian agencies have been allowed to travel to the area in the last month. The 
restrictions on access are making it difficult to scale up the aid operation. The UN has 
informed the Sudanese authorities that it will not be able to continue providing food and 
other relief unless the relevant UN officials in North Darfur are permitted to travel to the 
area to register those in need of assistance and to carry out a comprehensive 
assessment. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground who have visited some of the affected areas say 
that the humanitarian situation remains dire and warn that large numbers of affected 
people may experience food shortages in the coming period. This is mainly due to the 
burning of their villages and the subsequent loss of their food stocks during the conflict.  
Assessments carried out by 
other humanitarian organisations 
have also highlighted water and 
sanitation problems. Many 
displaced people in El Sireaf 
only have access to water from a 
reservoir that is also used by 
animals. This increases the risk 
of water contamination and 
water-borne diseases. In Garra 
Az Zawia, none of the four water 
hand pumps in the village are 
working. In Kebkabiya, the influx 
of displaced people has put 
pressure on existing water 
facilities. 

 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Sudan 
Issue 06 | 04 – 10 Feb 2013 

WFP food distributed to displaced people in Nertiti, Central Darfur (UN)  
 

Relief aid being unloaded from a UNAMID plane in El Sireaf (UNAMID) 
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Emergency relief efforts continue 
The road between Kebkabiya and El Sireaf town is often closed as a result of inter-tribal 
tensions. This is making it particularly difficult to get aid to El Sireaf, where the majority of 
the displaced people fled to. Bad road conditions are 
adding to the logistical difficulties. A convoy carrying non-
food relief supplies provided by the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) left El Fasher by road on 2 February and has 
still not reached El Sireaf.  
Despite these difficulties, hundreds of tonnes of food 
provided by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has 
been distributed and the Government's Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) and the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have provided chlorine tablets, 
soap, water bladder tanks and spare parts for hand 
pumps. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
and its partners have conducted animal vaccinations and 
treatment to mitigate the risk of animal disease. Over the 
past week, FAO supported the vaccination of some 
14,000 head of livestock in Kebkabiya and surrounding 
areas, El Sireaf and Saraf Omra. 

Displaced people from Jebel Amir arrive in South and Central Darfur 
In South Darfur, HAC recently reported the arrival of some 2,500 people from the Jebel 
Amir area. These people are mainly in Bulbul Abujazo village in El Salam locality. An 
inter-agency team is preparing to travel to Bulbul Abujazo to verify the figures and identify 
the needs of the displaced. 
In Central Darfur, community leaders in Tayba and Hamediya IDP camps reported the 
arrival of another 500 people from the Jebel Amir area during the last week, bringing the 
total number of new arrivals from Jebel Amir to about 1,000. According to community 
leaders in Zalingei, the newly arrived people are in need of food and non-food relief 
supplies. The new arrivals reported continued fighting and said that they expect more 
people to come to the camps in the coming days.   

Jebel Marra fighting leads to more displacement 
According to reports received by the UN, continued fighting between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and an armed opposition force was reported during the past week in 
the Jebel Marra area in Central Darfur. Local residents reported that on 6 February SAF 
re-took control of Golo town, which had been under the control of armed opposition forces 
since 24 December 2012. The fighting has led to a new wave of civilian displacement with 
over 9,000 people arriving in Nertiti over the past week, according to HAC. This brings the 
total number people displaced from Jebel Marra sheltering in Nertiti to over 17,000 since 
the recent fighting started in December 2012. The initial group of 8,000 displaced people 
have been verified and humanitarian partners are currently verifying the estimated 9,000 
newly arrived people. More people are expected to arrive in Nertiti, according to the 
displaced people. 
Assistance to people displaced from Jebel Marra 
HAC has designated a new site in Nertiti for the displaced people arriving from Golo and 
Guldo. Humanitarian organisations have distributed non-food relief supplies and WFP has 
distributed one month food rations to some 8,000 registered people. Three boreholes 
have been drilled at the new site by WES, with the support of UNICEF and the 
international NGOs Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) and Tearfund, and plans are 
underway to drill five more. Sanitation structures will be constructed by WES and IRW. 
IRW is also running a clinic near the new site which will serve both previously and newly 
displaced people. IRW plans to establish an additional clinic at the new site to cater for 
the health needs of the new arrivals. Additional health services are provided in Nertiti 
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Refugee and IDP returns in Darfur in 2011 and 2012 
Source: UNHCR 

town at a hospital run by the State Ministry of Health and at a health clinic run by the 
international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). 

Land allocated to IDPs and returnees in Darfur 
According to media reports, the North Darfur State Government has allocated land plots 
with access to basic services to some 10,000 people (over 2,000 displaced families) in 
areas in North Darfur. According to the Government, the purpose is to encourage the 
voluntary return of displaced people and to motivate people to settle in towns and villages 
that have basic services. The report states that land plots will be allocated to returnees at 
a nominal fee in 25 villages in the State.  
Similarly, the West Darfur State Government plans to offer land plots to over 60 per cent 
of the displaced people living in IDP camps in the State for their voluntary return, 
according to another media report. The report adds that in 2013, HAC plans to support 
development projects in West Darfur to provide people with better livelihood opportunities 
and to reduce dependency on aid. Also in the media, the West Darfur State Government 
announced preparations to receive some 113 refugee families (about 565 people) 
voluntarily returning to their places of origin from Guz Amir in Chad. An additional 120 
families (about 600 people) are willing to return to their villages of origin in Kerenik 
locality, according to HAC.  
In 2012, a total of about 110,000 people (92,000 displaced people and 18,000 refugees) 
returned to their areas of origin in Darfur, according to UNHCR. 

South Kordofan – fighting between Misseriya 
On 4 February, HAC registered over 11,000 people displaced in the localities of Al Sunut 
(4,200 people), Lagawa (3,400 people), and Keilak (3,500 people) from El Fula town 
(about 170km northwest of the State capital, Kadugli) following conflict between two 
Misseriya clans on 6 January. The total number of displaced people has been revised up 
from the initial 4,000 displaced people reported on 27 January. HAC and the International 
organization for Migration (IOM) are currently verifying these numbers and the final figure 
may be revised again after the verification exercise.  
In response to the needs of the displaced people, HAC distributed two week food rations 
to some 1,200 people in Al Sunut locality in mid-January. WES and IOM have 
rehabilitated 20 hand pumps in Al Sunut, providing the displaced people with access to 
clean water. In the coming days, WFP plans to distribute food assistance to some 9,000 
people in both Al Sunut and Lagawa localities while WES and IOM will install two 
additional water yards in Lagawa. 
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Peace agreement to resolve Misseriya clan fighting 

On 25 January, the two Misseriya clans signed a peace agreement, witnessed by state 
authorities, to end hostilities and create a hospitable environment for a peace conference 
that will be held on 21 February in Ed Daein, East Darfur. The peace conference will 
attempt to resolve all outstanding issues between the clans and will address the root 
causes of the recent fighting which is believed to have stemmed partially from 
disagreements over grazing rights, land, compensation from the oil companies, and other 
historical disputes.   
In a press statement to the Sudanese News Agency (SUNA) dated 7 February, the South 
Kordofan Governor commended the native administration, youth, and civil society 
organisations in supporting the peace efforts, coexistence between the clans, and the 
signing of the peace agreement. According to the statement, the State Governor also 
announced that a number of development projects in El Fula town under the “Services for 
Social Peace” initiative will be launched to support peace efforts in the area. 

UNHAS resumes regular flights to Kadugli   
On 5 February, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) announced the 
resumption of regular flights between Khartoum and Kadugli effective 11 February 2013. 
The flights will operate once a week on Mondays. Regular UNHAS flights to Kadugli were 
suspended following the start of conflict in South Kordofan in June 2011. Some UNHAS 
flights resumed on 25 February 2012, but they did not operate regularly in 2012. 
Consequently, humanitarian organisations had to travel by road on a two day journey.  

Refugee returns in Blue Nile State  
According to UNHCR, an estimated 4,000 refugees (800 families) have returned from 
Ethiopia and taken up residence in El 
Roseires locality and are reportedly in need 
of emergency shelter and access to basic 
services. Lack of access continues to 
hamper the humanitarian response and 
protection monitoring in Blue Nile State. 
Meanwhile, there have also been reports of 
population movements throughout the State. 
As of December 2012, an estimated 15,000 
people (2,900 families) were reported to 
have voluntarily moved within and between 
different localities in Blue Nile State, 
according to UNHCR. Most of these people 
are reportedly searching for better livelihoods 
and living conditions and are in need of 
shelter, food, and water. Most of the movements within localities were often from rural 
areas to major towns, as was observed in Ed Damazine locality with the movement of 
about 5,000 people (1,000 families) to Ed Damazine town.  

3,500 South Sudanese still stranded in Kosti  
According to the international NGO Fellowship for African Relief (FAR), about 3,500 
people of South Sudanese origin are still stranded at the Kosti railway station, with most 
of them having been there for over a year. The returnees do not have funds for onward 
transportation to South Sudan and are living in poor conditions with no access to basic 
services. Lack of access to clean water and healthcare has reportedly led to the death of 
32 people, mainly from malaria and diarrhoea over the last eight months, according to 
FAR. Community leaders at the railway station claim that 60 per cent of the stranded 
people are sick and cannot afford to buy the medicines they need. Due to funding 
constraints, FAR has only been able to provide short-term assistance and is unable to 
continue providing healthcare and water and sanitation services at the railway station. 
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A young herder with his livestock in Blue Nile (FAO) 
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