
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Over half a million children 

will not be vaccinated against 

measles due to the on-going 

conflict in South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile states, 

according to UNICEF.  

• More than 80,000 people in 

Government-controlled areas 

have been vaccinated 

against yellow fever in four 

affected localities in the 

Kordofan region.   

• Over 22 million Sudanese or 

three out of every four lack 

access to improved 

sanitation. 

• More than 7,000 children 

displaced in East Darfur due 

to fighting in Muhajeria and 

Labado town as well as inter-

tribal fighting need 

classrooms and other 

educational support.  

IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

156,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

346,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

231,400 
 

985 million 
requested (US$) 
 

536 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

54.4%  
reported funding 
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Over 500,000 children in SPLM-N areas will miss 
out on measles vaccination  
On 24 November, Sudan’s Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) launched a nationwide 
measles catch-up campaign targeting some 15 million children aged between nine 
months and 15 years old. According to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organization (WHO), Sudan is one of the 47 priority countries with a high measles 
burden. Sudan, with support from the Global Measles Initiative, began its measles 
elimination efforts in 2004. Between 2004 and 2005, measles catch-up campaigns were 
successfully implemented across Sudan, with 96 per cent of children under the age of 15 
vaccinated. Between 2004 and 2006. the number of measles cases fell from 9,562 to 
449, constituting a reduction rate of 95 per cent. However, due to population growth, 
Sudan has experienced a resurgence of measles outbreaks since 2010. Subsequently, 
measles has spread across the country, causing major outbreaks in Kassala State in 
2012. This high level of transmission continues. 

UNICEF and WHO emphasised that in order to ensure the survival, growth and 
development of all Sudanese children they must receive life-saving vaccines, including a 
vaccination against measles. “Unfortunately, more than half a million children will not be 
reached due to the on-going conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, leaving a 
huge number of children susceptible to measles, while also  increasing the risk of 
measles outbreaks in these areas,” said Dorothy Ochola-Odongo, Chief of Health, 
UNICEF Sudan. 

UNICEF provided US$10.6million, or 80 per cent of the funds for the campaign. WHO has 
provided the rest of the funds as well as technical monitoring and logistical support. 

Measles is one of the five 
leading causes of death among 
children under five. It is a 
highly contagious disease that 
can result in severe 
complications, such as 
pneumonia, diarrhoea, 
encephalitis, and even death. It 
can be easily transmitted 
through coughing and sneezing. 
According to UNICEF’S 2013 
report, Committee to Child 
Survival: A Promise Renewed 
Progress, one per cent of all 
deaths of Sudanese children 
under the age of five is due to measles. According to UNICEF, the other leading causes 
of under-five child deaths are pneumonia, diarrhoea and malaria. 
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Yellow fever vaccination in parts of Kordofan 
According to the FMoH, between 3 October and 17 November 40 suspected cases of 
yellow fever, 10 of which resulted in death, were registered across 13 localities in West 
and South Kordofan states. There have also been reports of three suspected cases in 
Kassala State. Samples from these cases have been sent to the National Public Health 
Laboratory in Khartoum for analysis. Almost one third of all detected cases and half of 
fatalities are in Lagawa locality, West Kordofan State. In SPLM-N controlled areas of 
South Kordofan, six yellow fever cases, four of which resulted in death, were reported by 
the SPLM-N Secretariat of Health.  Due to a lack of humanitarian access, vaccinations 
cannot currently be administered in these areas. 
In the Government-controlled 
localities of Lagawa, Keilak, Kadugli 
and Reif Asharqi, over 80,000 people 
have been vaccinated. The FMoH 
has also strengthened communicable 
disease surveillance systems in 
White Nile, Gezira, Kassala, Gedaref 
and Khartoum states. 
According to WHO, yellow fever is a 
viral haemorrhagic fever transmitted 
by infected mosquitoes. The effects 
of infection can range from mild 
symptoms to severe illness or even 
death. The "yellow" in the name 
derives from the jaundice that can 
cause yellow eyes and skin in sufferers. Yellow fever can be prevented by vaccination. In 
order to protect people living in areas at high risk of yellow fever transmission, WHO's 
dual strategy for prevention of yellow fever epidemics highlights the need for preventive 
mass immunisation campaigns as well as routine infant immunisation.  
On 18 November, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH), UNICEF and WHO commenced 
distribution of 982,000 mosquito nets to almost 2 million people in South, West and North 
Kordofan states. During the past week, these mosquito nets have been distributed in 14 
localities across the three states.  

More whooping cough cases in North Darfur 
On 20 November, SMoH and WHO reported six new suspected cases of whooping cough 
in El Sireaf, North Darfur. So far, the total number of reported cases in El Sireaf is 82, 
three of which resulted in death. The majority (90 per cent) of cases have occurred in 
children under the age of five. Samples from the suspected cases will be sent to a 
laboratory to confirm the outbreak and consequently determine whether a widespread 
vaccination campaign is necessary. By 17 November, 129 suspected cases of whooping 
cough, all in children under the age of five, were reported in Baashim village. Due to 
communication and logistical complications, WHO and SMoH have not received any 
updates from Baashim village in Kutum locality. According to the WHO, 13 of these cases 
resulted in death - a case fatality rate of 10 per cent. As the previous five samples all 
tested negative for whooping cough, another WHO/SMoH Rapid Response team will be 
sent to the area to obtain further samples. 

Over 22 million Sudanese lack access to improved 
sanitation 
Toilets are still out of reach for more than one-third of the global population, with 
devastating consequences to the health and development of children, UNICEF said on 19 
November - World Toilet Day. Sudan is among the poorest performing countries when it 

Yellow fever vaccination in Sudan in 2012 (WHO) 

More than 80,000 
people have been 
vaccinated against 
yellow fever in 
Lagawa, Keilak, 
Kadugli and Reif 
Asharqi localities in 
the Kordofan region 
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comes to providing access to improved sanitation and water facilities. According to the 
2010 Sudan Household Survey (SHHS), the proportion of the population using improved 
sanitation and drinking water facilities is only 27 and 60.5 per cent respectively. 
Furthermore, only 52 per cent of the population wash their hands after using a latrine. 
The population of Sudan is estimated to be about 31 million people, 73 per cent of whom 
do not have access to improved sanitation. This amounts to 22.6 million people – almost 
three out of four Sudanese. Around 50 per cent of existing basic schools do not have 
access to clean drinking water or improved sanitation facilities.  

Movement of civilians in S. Kordofan and Blue Nile 
Some 260 people return from Ethiopia to Blue Nile  
A national NGO tracking and monitoring the movement of people in Blue Nile State 
reported that on 18 November 123 people (mainly women and children) arrived in 
Kurmuk West and Jorot Shariq in Kurmuk locality from Doul and Gun Gun areas in 
Ethiopia. The people, who previously fled to Ethiopia following clashes between the SAF 
and SPLM-N in their area of origin, told the national NGO that they had decided to return 
due to the lack of food as well as security concerns in the areas they sought shelter in. 
Their immediate needs include protection, shelter, food and access to clean water. In 
addition, the national NGO reported that on 16 November 138 people returned to 
Geissan town from the Gumhi area in the Assosa region of Ethiopia. They left Ethiopia as 
local authorities told them to either move to the Tongo refugee camp or return to Sudan. 
People returning from Ethiopia urgently need assistance, particularly shelter, food, 
education and medicines, including anti-malaria drugs.  

More people flee to neighbouring countries 
According to the South Kordofan and Blue Nile Coordination Unit (SKBNCU), between 2 -
11 November some 2,000 people from Blue Nile travelled to El Foj on the Sudan - South 
Sudan border. While some chose to move to Kaya camp in Maban County, the majority 
decided to stay near the border. These people started moving from the Ingessena Hills on 
2 November, due to food insecurity and an opening in access to the border.  
In South Sudan’s Upper Nile, an estimated 1,000 people have arrived in Lilo (Malakal 
County), Gollo (Fashoda County) and Kaka (Melut County) from Warni area in Talodi 
locality, South Kordofan state over the past two weeks. As a result, the refugee 
population in these three locations now amounts to an estimated 2,500 people. According 
to the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), the breakdown of 
refugee numbers is as follows: Lilo 1,000 people, Gollo 1,200 people, and Kaka 300 
people. Registration is yet to take place in Melut County. 
According to SKBNCU, there has also been increased movement from Warni (Talodi 
locality) to Kaw and Nyaro in Abu Jubeiha locality during November. A small group of 
people from Kaw/Nyaro arrived in Kodoc/Gollo, Fashoda County in South Sudan. 
SKBNCU reports that a large population movement from Kaw and Nyaro is expected over 
the next couple of months as the food insecurity situation worsens. Food insecurity is a 
result of the lack of access to farming land and seeds, according to SKBNCU. 
Meanwhile, during November an estimated 800 civilians fled ground fighting and 
bombardment in SPLM-N areas in Geissan locality, passing through Zozag and Ashimbu 
crossing points on their way to Ethiopia. According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 
there are some 198,600 Sudanese refugees in camps in South Sudan and 32,800 
refugees in Ethiopia. 

Continued civilian displacement in SPLM-N areas 
According to SKBNCU, the past week has witnessed renewed internal displacement in 
several parts of SPLM-N controlled areas of South Kordofan, including Kaling (Rashad 
locality), Habila, Al Buram, Talodi as well as Karka and Kondikar areas in Delling. This 
displacement follows fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces. However, due to 
ongoing military operations in some of these areas, it is currently difficult to ascertain the 
total number of people newly displaced as a result of fighting. 

Three out of every 
four Sudanese lack 
access to improved 
sanitation, according 
to the SHHS 2010 

Over the past few 
weeks, over 3,800 
people from Blue 
Nile and South 
Kordofan crossed 
into South Sudan 
and Ethiopia, 
according to 
SKBNCU 
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Over 7,000 IDP children in E. Darfur need schools 
On 21 November, the State Ministry of 
Education in East Darfur State reported that 
7,048 primary schoolchildren from the IDP 
community are in need of education 
support. These children were displaced 
following fighting between the SAF and 
Sudan Liberation Army/Minni Minawi 
(SLA/MM) around Muhajeria and Labado 
towns in April 2013 as well as armed 
clashes between the Rizeigat and Ma'alia 
tribes in August 2013. According to 
UNICEF, there is an urgent need for 24 
emergency classrooms in three locations, 
and the water and sanitation sector has 
committed to secure water and sanitation 
facilities in these three locations. SMoE will 
mobilise teachers needed for these 
classrooms.  
Meanwhile, a school built from local 
materials has recently started enrolling 
children in El Neem camp, near Ed Daein. 
Ten classes, comprising 1,248 pupils (out of 2,138) and 24 teachers are now taking place 
in a shelter constructed from wooden poles and sacks. An additional school will be 
established in El Neem to absorb the remaining children as well as new arrivals. Ministry 
of education and the local authorities will allocate land for the second school in El Neem 
camp. Pupils in other locations have been enrolled in schools near to the areas of 
displacement. In Adila and Abu Karinka, schools work in two shifts to provide education to 
as many affected children as possible. The main challenge concerns the construction of 
temporarily classrooms, especially in El Neem, as well as the construction of additional 
classrooms in many of the schools, which have high numbers of IDP children. Education 
sector organisations as well as UNICEF lack funds for the construction of classrooms and 
thus require donor support.  

WFP marks 50 years of operations in Sudan 

On 21 November, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) celebrated 50 years 
of providing food assistance to hundreds of thousands of vulnerable people in Sudan. 
WFP first started operations in Sudan in 1963 when the UN agency provided food 
assistance to 50,000 Nubians, resettled due to the construction of the Aswan Dam in 
Egypt.  The food assistance they received included wheat from the US, dried skimmed 
milk and whole milk from Austria and New Zealand, dried and canned fruits from Australia 
and vegetable oil from Germany.   
WFP is the largest humanitarian agency in Sudan, accounting for 42 per cent (US$ 411.7 
million) of the funding requested under the Sudan United Nations and Partners Work Plan 
for 2013.  In the Darfur region alone, WFP has the largest presence amongst UN 
agencies, with 491 staff members, 10 offices, a fleet of 97 trucks and warehouses with 
the capacity to store 88,000 metric tonnes of food. WFP currently provides 2.9 million 
vulnerable people with food assistance in Darfur.   
 

More than 7,000 
children displaced in 
East Darfur due to 
fighting in Muhajeria 
and Labado town as 
well as inter-tribal 
fighting need 
classrooms and 
other educational 
support 
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