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Highlights 
• Tensions persisted in Lakes, Unity and Upper Nile states. Despite increasing insecu-

rity, aid agencies reached 3.5 million people of the 3.8 targeted this year. 

• Living conditions in displacement sites in Bentiu, Unity State and Mingkaman, Lakes 
State were dire due to fl ooding. CERF has allocated funding to improve living condi-
tions of displaced people in the UN base in Bentiu. Meanwhile relocations were com-
pleted in Bor, Jonglei State. 

• Aid agencies launched a major campaign to screen 600,000 children for malnutrition in 
Central Equatoria, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states. 

• Cases of Kala-azar continued to rise in South Sudan, and reported cases surpassed 
the cumulative fi gure for the same period in 2013.

Aid reaches more people, tensions rise
Ten months into the confl ict, tension 
continued, mainly in Lakes, Unity, and 
Upper Nile states. Civilians continued 
to face violence, especially women 
and children. On 30 October, the UN 
Secretary-General condemned the 
resumption of hostilities in Bentiu and 
Rubkona in Unity State and reminded 
parties to the confl ict of their obliga-
tions to protect civilians and respect 
international humanitarian law.

To date, three signed cease-fi re com-
mitments have been broken. Even af-
ter the signing of the framework agree-
ment to address the root causes of the 
confl ict on 20 October in Arusha, Tan-
zania, tensions continued in Bentiu, Malakal and Rumbek. Since December, more than  1.9 
million people have fl ed their homes. About 1.4 million people are internally displaced and 
another 470,000 are in neighbouring countries.  

The confl ict has created a dire food security situation. The Integrated Phase Classifi cation 
analysis released in September projected that some 1.5 million people remain in crisis and 
emergency phases of food insecurity until December, despite harvests starting in late Au-
gust. The number will likely increase to 2.5 million people projected to be in crisis or emer-
gency from January to March 2015. Over 900,000 children remained malnourished and are 
in need urgent help. 
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Living conditions in Bentiu PoC, Unity State remain dire due to 
fl ooding. (Credit: © UNOCHA/Ngethi)

$1.8bn
Crisis Response Plan 
Requirements
(FTS.org, 31 October 
2014)

61%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the CRP
(FTS.org, 31 October 
2014)

1.5 million 
People at emergency 
or crisis levels of 
food insecurity until 
December.
(IPC, September 2014)

3.8 million
People targeted by 
projects in the Crisis 
Response Plan in 
2014. 
(OCHA)

3.5 million
People provided with 
humanitarian assis-
tance since the start 
of the crisis. 
(OCHA, 31 October 2014)

245,199   
Refugees living 
in South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 31 October 
2014)

Source: OCHA and partners



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 2

Despite the challenging environment, aid agencies continued to scale-up reach-
ing more than 3.5 million people of the 3.8 million people targeted. But the aid 
operation needs to be sustained until the end of the year. The Crisis Response 
Plan was 61 per cent funded by the end of October, leaving a gap of $697 million 
required to sustain the prioritized and life-saving aid operation.

Call for resources to kick-start 2015
As the dry season approaches in November, aid agencies have urged the in-
ternational community to provide funding now in order to save lives more cost 
effectively in 2015.

The current rainy season saw aid organizations forced to deliver relief by costly 
helicopters or planes to transport supplies to people in need. The dry season of-
fers an important window of opportunity as roads become more accessible. This 
will enable aid agencies to reach more people with life-saving aid, and to pre-
position supplies in deep-fi eld locations to ensure that they are available when 
the rains come again next May.

Making the most of the dry season is therefore fundamental to a cost-effective, 
fl exible and far-reaching humanitarian response in 2015. Aid agencies require 
$269 million now to kick-start operations for 2015, including upgrading key infra-
structure and pre-positioning relief items by road.

Flooding in displacement sites
Seasonal fl ooding has taken its toll on people sheltering in displacement sites, with some 
people living knee-deep in mud in some locations. Living conditions in the Bentiu Protec-
tion of Civilian (PoC) site in Unity State remained dire due to fl ooding. An estimated 47,000 
people are sheltering in Bentiu PoC site. Efforts to pump out fl oodwater from the PoC site 
continued, with water levels brought down by as much as 50 cm in the worst-affected areas. 
Sanitation coverage was at one latrine for every 96 people.

In Mingkaman, Lakes State, heavy rains caused fl ooding in several areas of the sites, which 
together shelter around 100,000 displaced people. Partners responded by re-opening roads 
and drainage between and within the sites, raising shelters where needed or establishing 
small-scale fl ood mitigation.

Meanwhile, relocation of displaced people to the new PoC site in Bor, Jonglei State was 
completed on 27 October. The new site provides improved living conditions on less fl ood-
prone land than the old PoC site.  Partners were still verifying the total number of people 
relocated, including those who received plots, shelter material and other humanitarian as-

The dry season is 
a key window of 
opportunity to reach 
remote parts of the 
country by road.

Living conditions in 
Bentiu PoC remained 
dire due to fl ooding. 

Relocation of dis-
placed people to a 
new site in Bor, Jon-
glei completed. 

Food Aid
2.3 million
people 

WASH
3.5 million 
people reached

Nutrition
525,000 
children reached

Health
3.3 million
people reached

Protection
339,900 
people reached

Logistics
25,000
air PAX

Education 
185,800
children reached

CCCM
445,600 
IDPs reached

NFI&ES
1.1 million 
people reached

Livelihood
1.5 million
people 
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sistance. The last offi cial biometric registration in September confi rmed about 2,700 indi-
viduals. At the height of the violence in Bor in January, some 17,000 people sought refuge 
in the UN base. 

Major nutrition campaign launched
Nutrition partners launched a major campaign to screen 600,000 children for malnutrition in 
Central Equatoria, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Warrap states. 

These areas, though not part of the regions worst affected by confl ict, traditionally have 
high levels of acute malnutrition among children. Across the country, it is estimated that 
910,400 children aged 5-59 months will suffer from severe and acute malnutrition in 2014. 
As many as 50,000 children may not survive unless they receive urgent treatment. 

Despite some improvements in food security, the prevalence of global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) was projected to remain above the emergency level (15 per cent) in most parts of 
the country. Though up to 60,000 severely malnourished children have received treatment 
since the start of the year, the lives of tens of thousands of children are still threatened. High 
levels of acute malnutrition are attributed to inadequate food consumption as well as other 
factors including morbidity, and constrained health and nutrition service delivery.

Food insecurity, gender at glance.
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Kala-azar cases continued to rise
Kala-azar (visceral leishmaniasis) cases continued to rise as the disease, which is spread 
by sand fl ies, surged to its seasonal peak. Since the beginning of the year 5,459 cases 
(5,122 new cases and 337 secondary cases) and 162 deaths have been reported from 
endemic areas in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states. 

The reported cases for the past ten months have surpassed the cumulative fi gure for the 
same period in 2013, of 2,025 cases and 59 deaths.

Most of the cases have been reported from Lankien (3,410), Chuil (960), Walgak (451) 
and Malakal (215). During the last weeks of October, for instance, the number of reported 
cases and deaths increased by 245 and four cases respectively. This escalation is at-
tributed to several factors including displacement of non-immune populations to endemic 
areas, malnutrition, poor housing as well as late detection and diagnosis of cases. Part-
ners continued to respond to the outbreak, despite insecurity and access challenges in 
endemic areas. 

Meanwhile, malaria, acute respiratory infections and acute watery diarrhea continued to 
account for the highest proportion of the disease burden. Malaria was the top cause of 
morbidity towards the end of October. 

Some 910,400 children 
aged 5-59 months will 
suffer from malnutri-
tion in 2014; of whom 
50,000 may not make 
it unless they receive 
urgent treatment.

Kala-azar cases in 
2014 have surpassed 
the total cumulative 
fi gure for 2013.

Malaria remained the 
top cause of morbid-
ity towards the end of 
October. 
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UN’s Emergency Fund allocates $20 million
The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated an additional US$20 million 
to aid agencies in South Sudan in October to provide emergency assistance to people 
affected by crisis in South Sudan. The majority of these funds, US$16 million, will go to-
wards improving the dire living conditions of displaced people in the UN base in Bentiu, 
Unity State. The remainder of the allocation will fund protection activities, and security for 
the humanitarian community, including assessments of remote areas to enable aid agen-
cies to reach more people.
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The US$20 million allocation brings the total funding from the CERF towards life-saving 
activities in 2014 to about US$54 million. The CERF remains one of the timely and most 
reliable sources of funding for humanitarian assistance to those affected by natural disas-
ters and armed confl icts. Since 2011, CERF has allocated more than US$128 million to 
aid agencies in South Sudan to respond to life-saving needs.

 

This report was pre-
pared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce in 
collaboration with hu-
manitarian partners. For 
inputs to the next edition 
or questions/comments 
on the current issue, 
please contact: Jennifer 
Paton at patonj@un.org 

The CERF allocated an 
additional $20 million 
for the South Sudan 
crisis. 

This year alone, CERF 
has allocated nearly 
$54 million towards life-
saving to South Sudan. 


