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Aid delivered amid violence in Unity
The escalating violence in Unity State has caused people to fl ee to swamp and small is-
lands, in inaccessible areas. 

Heavy fi ghting was reported in Leer and Mayendit counties where the situation for civilians 
without access to assistance in southern Unity State, continued to pose concerns. Aid sup-
plies were also looted by armed elements in Koch and several other locations. 

The security situation in the northern part of Unity State was also volatile with heavy fi ghting 
reported in the north of the UN base in Bentiu. Some 300 to 600 new arrivals, fl eeing fi ght-
ing in the southern counties of the state were received in the Bentiu UN base on average 
per day since late May. Between 1 and 11 June, partners reported that more than 6,870 
new arrivals were registered as in the PoC.

Despite the hostilities, aid agencies continued to provide assistance in areas where civil-
ians are accessible. More than 82,400 people registered for assistance in Bentiu PoC site 
received their monthly food rations on 11 June 2015. All the children under age 5 were also 
assisted with nutrition supplements. 

To ensure that life-saving aid reaches civilians who fl ed to the bush or swamplands in 
southern Unity, aid agencies have developed a lightweight, portable survival kit to deliver 
by helicopter or boat. The 
delivery of survival kits 
is a quick, fl exible and 
innovative approach to 
provide a minimum level 
of assistance to affect-
ed people in locations 
that cannot be reached 
through other means. 

Some 30,000 kits are 
expected to be delivered 
before the rains, when a 
lull in fi ghting is expect-
ed. 

More support will be 
needed to fund the heli-
copters required to con-
tinue to reach people in 
inaccessible areas.
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Survival kits, containing life-saving supplies, are delivered to 
displaced people in hard-to-reach areas. Source: IRC

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Aid agencies have developed a 

light survival kit to reach those in 
remote locations.

• Some 1.9 million people have 
been reached with some form of 
assistance in 2015. 

• Children cut-off from nutrition and 
health services. 

• More than 100,000 more children 
access education.

FIGURES
# of internally 
displaced 
people

1.54 million

# of refugees 
in neighboring 
countries

565,813

FUNDING
41%
of appeal funding received

$663 million                
total funding received (by 
15 June)

$1.63 billion                
revised requirements for 
South Sudan Humanitarian            
Response Plan

Sources: OCHA, June 2015
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Humanitarian Response Plan revised 
Humanitarian partners have revised the Humanitarian Response Plan for 2015 taking into 
account the changing context of South Sudan that 
is deepening existing vulnerabilities and generat-
ing new humanitarian requirements, some in areas 
where aid agencies don’t yet have operations.

The revised plan refl ects the combined efforts of 
the humanitarian community in South Sudan to re-
spond to the humanitarian needs resulting from the 
confl ict. It also refl ects a coordinated and prioritized 
strategy to save lives, reduce suffering and mitigate 
its impact on the livelihoods of the most vulnerable 
populations.

Following the mid-year review, the funding require-
ment for the South Sudan Humanitarian Response 
Plan for 2015 has been revised from US$1.81 to 
$1.63 billion. While needs are increasing, the hu-
manitarian community rigorously prioritized taking 
into account capacities and constraints. The re-
vised plan encompasses innovative modalities of 
aid delivery, as well as further rationalization of ser-
vice providers in the main displacement sites.

In 2015, aid agencies continue to manage multiple threats to the operating environment 
in the face of expanding and deepening vulnerabilities. So far this year, some 1.9 million 
people have been reached with some form of assistance, including 1.1 million people with 
emergency food assistance and 730,000 people with livelihoods support. However, this 
lean season 7.9 million people are food insecure, of whom 4.6 million are severely food 
insecure. In some counties, up to 80 per cent of the population were unable to plant staple 
crops and malnutrition is critical in confl ict-affected areas.

Nearly 50,000 children have been admitted to treatment for severe acute malnutrition and 
another 112,500 for moderate malnutrition. Over 200,000 mothers and children were en-
rolled in blanket supplementary feeding. In one-half of the states, one in three children still 
suffers acute malnutrition. Over 65,700 children were reached with emergency education 
services. Countrywide secondary school enrollment is just two per cent. Work must be 
done now to ensure South Sudan’s children are not another lost generation.

Read more: South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan 2015, Midyear Update http://bit.ly/1FX8LND 

The revised re-
sponse plan seeks 
US$1.63 billion for 
2015 to address 
minimum require-
ments.

Some 1.9 million 
people have been 
reached with some 
form of assistance. 
in 2015. 
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Children cut-off from 
nutrition, health services
Ongoing hostilities have hindered access to people, 
especially children who are in need of life-saving as-
sistance in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states, raising 
healthy, food insecurity and malnutrition concerns.

Nutrition partners in the three confl ict-affected states of 
Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states reported a con-
cerning interruption in the delivery of malnutrition treat-
ment to thousands of children under age 5 and preg-
nant and lactating women due to the renewed active 
hostilities between April and fi rst week of June 2015. 

A recent mission to Leer  in southern Unity showed that 
aid offi ces, warehouses and assets, including health 
and other vital life-saving facilities have been looted, 
destroyed and  deliberately burnt. 

As the rainy season sets in, the next six months will see 
a rise in cholera, malaria and water-borne diseases.   
Destruction of health facilities is a concern given that 
the public health system is ill-equipped to respond to 
increasing needs and has been rendered obsolete in 
the three confl ict states. 

So far, aid organizations have facilitated about 1.1 mil-
lion outpatient consultations in confl ict-affected states 
and have responded to 79 per cent of disease alerts 
within 48 hours. Also, 700,000 children have been vac-
cinated against polio. But, with essential drugs likely to 
run out by September, civilians will be at risk of dying 
from common and easily treatable diseases. Humani-
tarians require funding to purchase drugs to treat the 
most prevalent diseases.

High-level event on crisis
A high-level event to highlight the crisis in South Sudan 
and its impact on the region took place in Geneva on 16 
June 2015. Over US$275 million were pledged to assist 
people affected by the deepening humanitarian crisis in 
the country and the region. 

The event was hosted jointly by the European Com-
mission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) 
and UN OCHA to address critical funding shortfalls and 
underscore the importance of fi nding an urgent solution 
to the confl ict. 

It came as aid agencies have revised the Humanitar-
ian Response Plan (HRP) for 2015. While needs are 
increasing, the humanitarian community rigorously pri-
oritized taking into account capacities and constraints. 

Cholera prevention 
As the rainy season approaches, the fi rst suspected cases of cholera have been reported 
in South Sudan. To prevent a potential outbreak of the disease, health partners are work-
ing to scale up prevention and response interventions.
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Health agencies began a series of oral cholera vaccination campaigns targeting Protec-
tion of Civilians (PoC) sites in Bentiu and Juba to prevent cholera and to complement 
other measures already in place. The campaign targeted 73,360 people in Bentiu and 
33,565 people in Juba. Since residents in these camps are highly mobile, surveys sug-
gested that most of those currently residing in these PoCs are new arrivals and were not 
vaccinated last year.

Cholera is endemic in South Sudan and, historically, outbreaks have occurred along ma-
jor rivers in the dry season as well as during the rainy season. South Sudan has suffered 
at least fi ve major cholera outbreaks in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2014. The outbreak 
in 2014, occurred within the context of the ongoing crisis resulting in a total of 6,421 cases 
including 167 deaths reported from 16 counties in the states of Central Equatoria, Eastern 
Equatoria, Jonglei, Upper Nile and Western Equatoria.

Risk factors for the spread of cholera still remain, placing the country at high-risk of an-
other cholera epidemic. These include increased population movements due to insecurity, 
crowded living conditions in the camps with inadequate basic services, low sanitation 
coverage, poor hygiene practices, nutrition, food insecurity and expected fl ooding, among 
others.

Preparedness measures put in place so far by health partners include refresher training 
on case management and infection control, enhanced disease surveillance, improving 
sanitation and hygiene practices in high risk areas, social mobilization and strategically 
pre-positioning cholera case management supplies. 
 

Children go back to learning 
 A national campaign to reverse the massive downward trend 
in school attendance and participation in South Sudan, and 
return 400,000 children back to learning, held its fi nal state 
launch in Yambio, Western Equatoria, on 3 June 2015.

While school enrolment rates in Western Equatoria have 
bucked trends and increased in recent years, the dropout 
rates have also been on the rise. Over 50 per cent of all 
classes in the state are still held in open air. The state tar-
gets to bring 40,000 out-of-school children (including 40 per 
cent girls) into school and back to learning.

Ongoing confl ict and an increasingly fragile economy 
have devastated the country’s education system and this 
has huge repercussions for an entire generation of South 
Sudanese children. However, education partners have a big 
funding gap in South Sudan, and $19 million are required 
until the end of the year to fund the eduction activities of the 

humanitarian response plan. 

The nation-wide Back to Learning Initiative, launched in February 2015, gives children 
who have never been, or who have been forced to drop out of school a chance to ac-
cess education. Some 200,000 children are being targeted in confl ict-affected states and 
200,000 in other areas. To date more than 100,000 children have been provided with 
access to learning opportunities and the campaign is on track to achieve its objectives by 
the end of the year.

Humanitarian partners are concerned that another generation of children will remain at 
risk if the confl ict continues. Overall in South Sudan, only 1 out of every 100 children will 
fi nish both primary and secondary school.

For further information, please contact: 
Guiomar Pau Sole, Public Information Offi cer, pausole@un.org
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

United Nations Offi ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Coordination Saves Lives

      Source: UNICEF

As the rainy season 
started in South 
Sudan, the fi rst 
suspected cases of 
cholera have been 
reported. 


