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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Over 100 humanitarian 

partners to respond to most 
pressing needs through 
the 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan.

•	 Humanitarian assistance is 
reaching people in need in 
Leer County following the 
return of aid workers.

•	 Thousands of people 
displaced	by	fighting	in	parts	
of Western Equatoria. 

•	 Over 2 million malaria cases 
reported across the country 
in 2015. 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.69 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

648,096

No. of  people 
targeted for 
assistance in 
2016

5.1 million

FUNDING

$1.04 billion
total funding received  in 
2015

64 % 
of appeal funding ($1.63 
billion) received in 2015

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Humanitarian community appeals for $1.3 billion 
to assist 5.1 million people in need
The	South	Sudan	Humanitarian	Response	Plan	(HRP)	for	2016,	which	was	officially	
launched on 19 January in Juba, requests US$1.3 billion to respond to the most life-
threatening needs of 5.1 million people across the country. A total of 114 humanitarian 
organizations, including international and national NGOs and UN agencies, will imple-
ment projects that are in the HRP. 

Speaking at the launch of the plan, the Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, 
Eugene Owusu, said: “We are in a race against time to ensure that the most desperate 
and vulnerable across South Sudan are reached with lifesaving protection and assistance 
before it is too late. Together we can quite literally save millions of lives and livelihoods.”

The launch brought together authorities, humanitarian partners and the media. 

Hon. Gatwech Peter Kulang, Executive Director of the Relief Organisation for South Su-
dan (ROSS), said: “The HRP 2016 has clearly demonstrated the depth of the humanitar-
ian crisis in the country, including what is expected in the coming years.” 

Hon. Prof. Lokulenge Lole Timayo, Chairman of the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Commission (RRC), said: “The spirit in which this document was produced was genu-
ine and researched and therefore we feel it represents a good picture of what is going on 
in our country.” He also commended the cooperation between humanitarian partners and 
the Government and said he hoped this would continue as the response plan was trans-
lated into action on the ground. 

Mr. Owusu emphasized the need for a conducive operating environment as a prerequisite 
for the successful imple-
mentation of the HRP, 
noting that, in 2015, 
humanitarian partners 
had to suspend opera-
tions and withdraw staff 
from locations when 
fighting	erupted;	offices,	
vehicles and vital facili-
ties were attacked and 
looted;	and	humanitari-
an staff were threatened 
and killed. At least 43 
humanitarian workers 
have been killed since 
December 2013. 
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Humanitarian	Coordinator,	Eugene	Owusu	(centre),	flanked	by	ROSS	Executive	Direc-
tor, Hon. Gatwech Peter Kulang (left) and RRC Chairman, Hon. Prof. Lokulenge Lole 
Timayo, launch the Humanitarian Response Plan.Photo: OCHA.

A boy stands next to a looted health facility in Leer. Photo: OCHA.

Thonyor.Photo


South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 2

www.unocha.org/south-sudan
United	Nations	Office	for	the	Coordination	of	Humanitarian	Affairs	(OCHA)	•	Coordination	Saves	Lives

ROSS and RCC pledged to work to create an enabling environment and improved access 
for	humanitarian	workers	to	deliver	assistance	to	people	in	need	in	their	areas	of	influ-
ence. 

“We regret the death of many of our humanitarian workers, and most of them are South 
Sudanese incidentally, and therefore we would want to see to it that that should not hap-
pen,” Prof. Timayo said. 

Appreciating the presence of both RRC and ROSS at the HRP launch, Mr. Owusu 
stressed the importance of building wider ownership and partnership across all sectors 
to address humanitarian challenges, saying: “It is important that we ensure and main-
tain consistent and constructive dialogue that is not premised on apportioning blame but 
rather on seeking innovative and creative solutions.”

Mr. Owusu noted that humanitarian partners have worked tirelessly to reach people in 
need,	despite	the	dangerous	and	difficult	operating	environment,	delivering	life-saving	
assistance and protection to more than 4.4 million people in South Sudan by November 
2015, including in some of the most remote locations.

Read more: Humanitarian community appeals for $1.3 billion to assist 5.1 million people 
in need -- http://bit.ly/1NjgIPV

Aid reaches thousands of people in Leer County
Humanitarian assis-
tance is reaching people 
in need in Leer County, 
southern Unity, following 
the return of inter-agen-
cy teams of aid work-
ers to Leer town and 
Thonyor	in	the	first	week	
of December 2015. 

The teams have distrib-
uted survival kits - con-
taining critical household 
items, such as mosquito 
nets and kitchen sets, 
fishing	kits	and	other	
supplies - which will 
assist more than 31,350 
people. They have also 
conducted health consultations, repaired boreholes, and undertaken protection activities. 
Almost 3,500 women and girls have received dignity kits. More than 2,300 children under 
age 5 have been treated for severe acute malnutrition and more than 3,500 for moder-
ate acute malnutrition. In addition, 840 pregnant or lactating women and more than 9,100 
children under age 5 have been enrolled in supplementary feeding programmes.

In Thonyor, more than 4,500 children have been vaccinated against measles and polio. A 
child-friendly space has been set up and child protection actors are following up on cases 
of unaccompanied and separated children. In Leer, partners have treated and vaccinated 
cattle against livestock diseases and have registered unaccompanied and separated 
children for further assistance. 

Humanitarian partners have provided food assistance in Leer County and neighbouring 
counties - including for 35,800 people in Dablual in Mayendit County, and over 18,500 
people in Koch and Buaw and nearly 10,000 in Mir Mir, all in Koch County - and continue 
to expand life-saving assistance in areas throughout Leer County, including in Adok, Kok 
Island and Gandor. 

Since	fighting	broke	out	in	Unity	in	May	2015,	humanitarian	presence	in	Leer	County	has	

Funds are urgently 
needed to address the 
most pressing needs 
of vulnerable people in 
South Sudan. 

Thousands of mostly 
women and children 
have received vital                          
life-saving    
services since          
humanitarian partners 
returned to Leer and 
Thonyor.

Aid workers measure the upper-arm circumference of a malnourished child in Thonyor.
Photo: UNICEF.
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“The humanitarian 
situation in Unity 
State is extremely 
worrying,” said Mr. 
Owusu. “Civilians 
in these areas have 
suffered tremendously 
and food insecurity 
and malnutrition are 
extremely high.”

Tension remains high 
in Tambura, Ezo, 
Yambio and Mundri 
counties.

been intermittent due to the volatile 
security environment. Humanitarian 
partners were forced to withdraw 
staff	in	October	2015	when	fighting	
escalated and aid workers were 
threatened.

The	Integrated	Phase	Classifica-
tion (IPC) results published in 
October 2015 emphasized that 
the delivery of ongoing humanitar-
ian assistance is vital to avert the 
further deterioration of the food 
insecurity and malnutrition situa-
tion in Unity, where an estimated 
40,000 people were expected to be 
facing catastrophic food insecurity 
as of October.

In Leer County, many people ex-
plained to aid workers that the last seven months had been among the worst of their lives. 
“Never before have people killed so randomly. Women, children, the elderly – it doesn’t 
make a difference to them. They rape, they abduct and they burn people in their tukuls,” 
Nyathep, 85, said. Nyathep’s daughter, husband and son-in-law were killed, leaving her 
alone with her 8-year-old granddaughter. Nyathep is unable to walk and crawled for over 
three hours with her granddaughter from her home to reach assistance at a registration 
centre set up by humanitarian partners in Thonyor.  

Humanitarian Coordinator visit to Leer County
The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, visited Leer Town and 
Thonyor on 6 January, accompanied by members of the humanitarian community, includ-
ing representatives of UN entities, NGOs and donors. 

“The humanitarian situation in Unity is extremely worrying,” said Mr. Owusu. “Civilians in 
these areas have suffered tremendously and food insecurity and malnutrition are ex-
tremely high.”

The delegation met with local authorities in both locations and expressed appreciation for 
the mutual cooperation that allowed the resumption of humanitarian operations.

“It is absolutely critical that the current stability be maintained so that we can continue to 
deliver life-saving aid in the months ahead,” said Mr. Owusu.

Read more: Humanitarian Coordinator visits Leer County following resumption of aid 
operations -- https://shar.es/16dPyi  

Thousands displaced after clashes in Western 
Equatoria
Fresh	fighting	erupted	in	Yambio	County	on	21	January,	forcing	thousands	of	people	to	
flee	their	homes,	several	thousand	of	whom	have	sought	refuge	at	a	humanitarian	organi-
sation’s premises. 

This	most	recent	round	of	fighting	follows	clashes	which	erupted	in	November	2015	and	
displaced	some	30,000	people	from	Ezo,	Tambura	and	Yambio	counties	in	Western	
Equatoria.	More	than	15,000	people	have	fled	across	the	border	into	the	Central	African	
Republic (CAR), the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda, including refu-
gees who had been seeking protection in South Sudan. UNHCR reported that more than 
8,000 people have been registered in Uganda since the beginning of January 2016. 

A	fact	finding	assessment	in	Yambio	in	December	2015	found	that	325	houses	had	been	

Humanitarian Coordinator, Eugene Owusu (left) with community mem-
bers during the visit to Leer. Photo: OCHA. 

Many people explained 
to aid workers on the 
ground that the last 
seven months had 
been among the worst 
of their lives.

www.unocha.org/south
https://shar.es/16dPyi
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For further information, please contact:  
Guiomar Pau Sole,	Public	Information	Officer,	pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org, 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

Nearly a third of the 
malaria cases and 
75 per cent of deaths 
reported in 2015 were 
of children under     
age 5. 

burned and 450 looted. About 
7,000	people	from	Source-Yubu	
payam, Tambura County remain 
displaced in neighbouring areas 
after skirmishes in November.  

In Ezo County, UNHCR completed 
its	first	operation	to	relocate	refu-
gees	from	the	fields	around	Ezo,	
where	they	fled	to	in	November,	
to Makpandu camp, some 45 km 
north	of	Yambio.	So	far,	30	refu-
gees have been relocated. 

Registration of households that 
remain displaced is underway so 
they can receive assistance. 

Humanitarian partners distributed food to more than 10,000 people in Lui, Mundri East 
and Kotobi, Mundri West late in December. However, distribution to Bari was postponed 
after armed actors denied humanitarian partners access to the artea on several attempts 
in December 2015 and January 2016.

Read more: Growing insecurity triggers new South Sudan displacement -- http://www.
unhcr.org/568fcc9e6.html 

Over 2 million malaria cases reported in 2015
In 2015, South Sudan expe-
rienced an unprecedented 
malaria outbreak, with nearly 
2.28 million malaria cases and 
1,340 deaths reported across 
the country. This was a sharp 
increase compared to 1.54 
million cases and 718 deaths in 
2014. 

The outbreak in 2015 took a 
particularly harsh toll on chil-
dren under age 5, who ac-
counted for almost a third of 
the reported cases – nearly 
896,500 - and 75 per cent of 
the deaths - about 1,010.

The number of cases in 2015 increased sharply compared to previous years. The out-
break	was	magnified	by	shortages	of	malaria	drugs	and	diagnostic	tests	in	several	loca-
tions. The highest number of cases was reported in the latter half of the year as transmis-
sion increased with the onset of the rainy season in June and peaked from September 
to November. A Malaria Task Force formed in October 2015 to respond to the outbreak 
and partners have undertaken numerous activities including, larviciding and distribution of 
insecticide treated nets, as well as  campaigns to identify and treat cases. 

Malaria cases and deaths by age in 2015

Some 30,000 people 
have been displaced 
in Western Equatoria 
State since November 
2015 when fighting 
flared up.
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