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Partners reach Koch and Buaw in Unity 
State  
Following intense fighting in October, humanitarian partners have managed to reach two 
locations - Buaw and Koch town – in central Unity State and will soon begin delivering 
health, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and nutrition assistance and undertaking 
protection activities. However, other areas of southern and central Unity State remain cut-
off from assistance.

During October, clashes in southern and central Unity intensified with grave consequences 
for civilians. According to protection partners, from 4 to 22 October, at least 80 civilians 
were reportedly killed in Leer County alone, including at least 57 children. Use of sexual 
violence as a weapon of war was also reported, with more than 50 cases of rape in the 
same period. Thousands of people were forced to flee in search of safety, protection and 
assistance, including about 6,000 people who arrived in the Bentiu Protection of Civilians 
site. Other people fled to Nyal and Ganyiel in southern Unity, Old Fangak in Jonglei, and 
Rumbek in Lakes State. The resumption of hostilities forced humanitarian partners to with-
draw from several locations, leaving some 250,000 people without access to humanitarian 
assistance.

A woman carries firewood in Malakal PoC. Photo: OCHA.

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Unrestricted access to southern and 

central Unity is urgently required. 

• Food insecurity increased 80 per 
cent from September 2014 to 
September 2015.

• No new cholera cases have been 
reported since 5 October. 

• Over $4 million is required to 
control the unprecedented malaria 
outbreak.

• Partners have reached displaced 
people in parts of Western 
Equatoria with assistance.

 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.66 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

642,199

No. of severe-
ly food-inse-
cure people  
(September)

3.9 million

FUNDING
58%
of appeal funding received

$945 million                
total funding received

$1.63 billion                
revised requirements for 
South Sudan 2015 Humani-
tarian Response Plan
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The areas hardest hit by the fighting are experiencing the most severe food insecurity in 
South Sudan. According to the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
analysis, an estimated 40,000 people in southern and central Unity may be facing cata-
strophic levels of food insecurity and malnutrition from October to December 2015. Hu-
manitarian partners have alerted that, unless unrestricted humanitarian access is urgently 
granted, food insecurity could deteriorate to famine in parts of Unity State, such as Leer, 
Guit, Koch and Mayendit. 

Across South Sudan, an estimated 3.9 million people - 34 per cent of the population - were 
severely food insecure in September 2015, according to the IPC report launched on 22 
October. This represents an 80 per cent increase compared with the same period last 
year. Some two-thirds of the affected people are in the Greater Upper Nile (Jonglei, Unity 
and Upper Nile States). However, the IPC results also show a large deterioration in food 
security in the Greater Equatoria region, due to a combination of factors, such as market 
disruption, economic downturn, insecurity and localized crop failures. 

Read more: South Sudan IPC Food Security and Nutrition Analysis: http://bit.ly/1jI63YC
FAO, UNICEF and WFP Press release: https://shar.es/1uQiB4

Government declares end to cholera 
outbreak
The South Sudan Ministry of Health declared on 3 November an end to the cholera outbreak 
that has affected the country since May 2015. There have been no new laboratory culture 
confirmed cholera cases countrywide since 5 October 2015. 

During the outbreak, which was declared on 23 June 2015, 1,818 cases and 47 deaths, 
were recorded in Juba and Kajo-Keji counties in Central Equatoria State and Bor County 
in Jonglei State, representing a case fatality rate of 2.58 per cent. This is a significant 
reduction from the 6,141 cases and 139 deaths reported during the 2014 outbreak.

Humanitarian partners supported the cholera response through coordination, surveillance, 
laboratory and case management, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance, 
social mobilization and logistics. The Central Emergency Response Fund provided about 
$2.6 million to help bring the outbreak under control.

Although the cholera outbreak has been contained, the rainy season is not yet over and 
the underlying causes of the outbreak have not been resolved. Continued high fuel prices 
in Juba are impacting access to safe water, causing increased costs of production. Water 
providers are delivering less and charging more, squeezing people’s access to clean water 
even further.

Partners ramp up efforts to control malaria 
epidemic
The malaria epidemic in South Sudan continues to spread, with outbreaks reported in at 
least eight states, including in five sites for internally displaced people (IDP) in 2015.

Nearly 1.6 million malaria cases, including more than 650 deaths, have been recorded 
since the beginning of the year, with most cases reported in Central and Eastern Equatoria, 
Lakes, Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal, and Warrap states. Malaria cases to date in 
2015 have doubled in most areas and quadrupled in some areas, compared with the same 
period in 2014. On average each week, more than 32,600 malaria cases are reported in the 
states of Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria, Northern and Western Bahr El Ghazal, 
Lakes and Warrap. In IDP settings, about 4,920 cases are reported weekly. 

Malaria is endemic to South Sudan and is the country’s leading cause of morbidity and 
mortality. However, this year the outbreak has been exacerbated by a shortage of malaria 
drugs and diagnostic tests in multiple locations country-wide, as well as displacement, 
food shortages and high malnutrition rates in Unity and Upper Nile. Although humanitarian 
partners have reached many people with mosquito nets in 2015, distribution of long lasting 

Humanitarians 
require urgent 
access to people in 
need of food aid in 
southern Unity. 

3.9 million people 
were severely 
food insecure in 
September 2015.

 

Additional funds 
required for 
unprecedented 
malaria outbreak. 

 

There have been 
no new laboratory 
culture confirmed 
cholera cases 
countrywide since 
5 October 2015. 

http://bit.ly/1jI63YC
https://shar.es/1uQiB4
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insecticide treated nets in Warrap, 
Western Bahr El Ghazal and Western 
Equatoria states has not been carried 
out since 2011. 

Following a high-level meeting convened 
by South Sudan’s Minister of Health on 
8 October, a multi-sectorial malaria task 
force comprising representatives from 
the UN, NGOs and the Ministry of Health 
was established to lead the response.  

Partners are distributing mosquito nets, 
larviciding and disseminating prevention 
messages, as well as carrying out test 
and treat campaigns. In order to ramp 
up efforts to control the unprecedented 
outbreak across the 31 most affected 
counties, partners urgently require an 
additional $4 million. In the worst case 
scenario, about 1.3 million cases are 
expected from October 2015 up to the 
end of January 2016. The funds will buy 
additional mosquito nets for distribution 
among IDPs, rapid diagnostics test kits 
and antimalarial medicines for all affected 

states. The funds will also be used for social mobilisation, logistics and coordination. 

Aid reaches people displaced in Western 
Equatoria 
Following weeks of fighting and displacement, an inter-agency humanitarian team has 
reached about 24,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in Maridi County in Western 
Equatoria State with child protection, health, nutrition, and water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) services. Humanitarian partners have also reached Mundri East and West 
Counties to conduct a rapid needs assessment and deliver health supplies and equipment. 
The assessment team estimates that around 50,000 people are displaced within Mundri 
East and West, whose urgent needs include food, non-food items and shelter materials, 
health care and safe water, among others. 

In Maridi County, fighting in September displaced people from their homes. Schools were 
also closed due to insecurity, but reopened in early October. Clashes in nearby Mundri East 
and West counties in September and October forced thousands of civilians to flee their 
homes and seek refuge in neighbouring counties and the bush. Civilians were reportedly 
shot at and homes were looted and burnt. 

Reaching people in need of assistance in Western Equatoria has been challenging, as 
most are hiding in the bush and have deserted the main villages. Movement to areas like 
Bangolo has been restricted, while active fighting in other areas has prevented humanitarian 
partners from reaching 
those in need.

Insecurity and attacks 
against humanitarian 
workers, convoys and 
assets remains a major 
concern, with armed 
actors having looted 
humanitarian supplies 
and trucks travelling 
the main road route 
into Western Equatoria 
having been attacked. 
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Around 50,000 
people have been 
displaced within 
Mundri East and 
West counties.
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For example, on 22 October, a truck carrying food assistance from Uganda to Yambio 
was robbed by armed men in Makpandu. The robbers took 20 bags of sorghum and some 
personal belongings.

OCHA Operations Director calls for more 
help for South Sudan 
OCHA’s Director of Operations, John Ging, has called for more help for people and 
communities who have faced years of crisis in South Sudan following a visit to the country 
with donor representatives from 20 to 23 October. The delegation also visited Sudan and 
Somalia.

“The challenges faced by these countries are 
overwhelming,” said Mr. Ging. “But in each we saw 
reasons for hope. […] In South Sudan, the signing of a 
new peace agreement provides a prospect for an end to 
the violence which has engulfed the country.”

Donor representatives joining the visit included 
Catherine Wiesner, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
in the US Department of State, Bob Leavitt, Deputy 
Assistant Administrator, Bureau for Democracy, Conflict 
and Humanitarian Assistance at the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and Kate Foster, 
Team Leader of the Africa Regional Department, UK 
Department for International Development (DFID. 

During the mission, the delegation met with humanitarian 
partners, Government officials and the diplomatic 
community. They also visited people affected by the 
conflict in Malakal Protection of Civilians site and Wau 
Shilluk in Upper Nile State.

In Wau Shilluk, the delegation met with community representatives who asked for 
assistance, especially food and education. “Women and children have suffered a lot since 
the war started; our husbands are not working, and we need humanitarian assistance here 
as not all of us can cross the river to Malakal,” said Rebecca. A community leader explained 
that many Shilluk people from areas such as Lul and Tonga were attacked and fled to Wau 
Shilluk to save their lives. He added that people in Wau Shilluk have eaten grass to survive 
and children have not gone to school for months. Humanitarian partners are in the process 
of distributing food to about 26,500 people in Wau Shilluk.
 
In Malakal PoC, the delegation met with aid workers who are striving to improve living 
conditions following the arrival of 18,000 IDPs since July. The site, which is now sheltering 
about 45,000 displaced people, was originally designed to accommodate 18,000.

“It is inspiring to witness the efforts our colleagues are making on the front line,” said Mr. 
Ging at the conclusion of his visit. “The international community must continue to support 
these efforts, and stand in solidarity with those who have been the victims of conflict for far 
too long.”
 
Read more: Press release -- http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/ocha-operations-director-more-help-
needed-people-protracted-crises-sudan-south-sudan

For further information, please contact: 
Guiomar Pau Sole, Public Information Officer, pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo, Reports Officer, moyo1@un.org or ochasouthsudan@un.org 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Coordination Saves Lives

OCHA Operations Director, John Ging, meets the community in Wau Shilluk. 

Photo: OCHA

“It is inspiring to 
witness the efforts 
our colleagues are 
making on the front 
line.” 
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