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Highlights 
 

 57,525 unaccompanied children have been taken into 
custody on the USA border since October 2013. This 
reflects the tip of the iceberg of a problem faced by 
millions fleeing social and economic hardships, 
violence and drug trafficking. 

 Rapid deportation could threaten the wellbeing of 
returnee children given that adequate humanitarian 
attention and protection is not guaranteed. 

 Poverty, violence and family reunification are the 
main reasons that children decide to migrate to USA. 

 During migration, children and adolescents are very 
vulnerable and are exposed to a high risk to their 
health, physical integrity, dignity and even their own 
lives. 
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US$3.7 
billion 

Requested by the 
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to respond to crisis 
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Of women reported 
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Situation Overview 
Between 1 October 2013 and 30 June 2014, the U.S. Border 
Patrol stopped a record number of 57,525 unaccompanied 
migrant children along the southwestern U.S. border1. 

These children come from Honduras (29%), Guatemala (24%), 
El Salvador (23%), Mexico (22%), with the rest (2%) from other 
countries. 

The number of children taken into custody (57,525), represents 
an increase of more than double from the previous year. U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security officials had originally 
estimated that 60,000 unaccompanied children would enter the 
country in 2014. However, after reviewing the current situation, 
officials now estimate that 90,000 unaccompanied children will 
enter the country this year. 

                                                      
 
1 U.S. Customs and Border Protection: http://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-border-unaccompanied-children  

 

Source: OCHA-ROLAC. 
 

 

Source: UNFPA 

http://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-border-unaccompanied-children
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In June, the US President declared an "urgent humanitarian situation." Central American presidents - particularly 

Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala - have committed to give special attention to this issue and guarantee 

protection of returnee children and adolescents. 

The President of Honduras told US congress that "70 per cent of undocumented migrants in the region flee 

organized crime, which is the main consequence of drug trafficking2". He indicated that for every nine Honduran 

unaccompanied children crossing the border, seven come from cities in the internal drug trafficking routes. These 

cities are also among the 30 most violent in the country's 298 municipalities. 

 A recent report published by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Children on the Run3, 

documented interviews with more than 400 children from Mexico and Central America in irregular migration 

situations in United States.  The report reveals that 48 per cent of the children had been personally affected by the 

increase of violence in the region, including drug cartels and gangs. Another 21 per cent of children mentioned that 

they had suffered abuse and violence in their homes, making this 

issue a major cause of migration. 

The "Northern Triangle of Central America" – consisting of El 

Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras - has one of the highest rates of 

violence in the world due to transnational organized crime and other 

illegal armed groups4. One of the most visible indicators of this 

violence is the high homicide rate (see table), but others include 

forced displacement both within and outside the country. 

In this context, children and adolescents are very vulnerable and are 

exposed to a high risk to their health, physical integrity, dignity and 

even their own lives. For many girls and young women, migration is 

the only route to escape insecurity, oppression and sexual abuse. 

Unfortunately the migration journey often leads to more abuse and 

violence, especially of a sexual nature. 

The First Lady of Honduras stated that more than 70 per cent of girls who reach US territory have been victims of 

sexual abuse5. Males are also subjected to sexual abuse, although there is no accurate data available. Other 

abuses include robbery, extortion, kidnapping, trafficking, etc. 

For these reasons, unaccompanied migrant children require comprehensive assistance with food, medical care, 

shelter, protection from abuse and extortion, legal assistance, education and an environment that guarantees their 

rights. 

Situation in Honduras: 29 per cent of the 57,525 children taken into 

custody in the US border between 1 October, 2013 and June 30, 

2014 were from Honduras.  

Three municipalities have the concentration of the highest rate of migrant children to the U.S. San Pedro Sula tops 

the list with over 2,200 unaccompanied children arrested between January and May, followed by Tegucigalpa and 

Juticalpa, both with over 800 children taken into custody during the same period. 

The Government of Honduras is preparing to receive 14,800 people (unaccompanied children and families) who 

have been arrested in the US and approximately 15,000 people more coming by land from Mexico. 

                                                      
 
2 More information (in Spanish): http://www.laprensa.hn/media/fotogalerias/hondurasfotos/728934-98/presidente-de-honduras-7-de-cada-9-

ni%C3%B1os-migrantes-provienen-de-las  
3   Full report at: http://www.unhcrwashington.org/sites/default/files/UAC_UNHCR_Children%20on%20the%20Run_Full%20Report.pdf  
4 UNDOC, 2013. 
5 See the report (in Spanish) “Observando la Descentralización Poder Ejecutivo”: 

http://www.observatoriodescentralizacion.org/download/agendas_del_poder_ejecutivo_-
_2014/agenda%20CONSEJO%20DE%20MINISTRO%20JUNIO.pdf  

 

Source: UNDOC 

 

16,546 
Honduran children taken into custody 
in USA between October 2013 and 

June 2014 

http://www.laprensa.hn/media/fotogalerias/hondurasfotos/728934-98/presidente-de-honduras-7-de-cada-9-ni%C3%B1os-migrantes-provienen-de-las
http://www.laprensa.hn/media/fotogalerias/hondurasfotos/728934-98/presidente-de-honduras-7-de-cada-9-ni%C3%B1os-migrantes-provienen-de-las
http://www.unhcrwashington.org/sites/default/files/UAC_UNHCR_Children%20on%20the%20Run_Full%20Report.pdf
http://www.observatoriodescentralizacion.org/download/agendas_del_poder_ejecutivo_-_2014/agenda%20CONSEJO%20DE%20MINISTRO%20JUNIO.pdf
http://www.observatoriodescentralizacion.org/download/agendas_del_poder_ejecutivo_-_2014/agenda%20CONSEJO%20DE%20MINISTRO%20JUNIO.pdf
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So far, 104 returnees have arrived at the Ramon Villeda Morales Airport in San Pedro Sula from the US in two 

flights. The first flight arrived on 14 July, which repatriated 38 Hondurans: 17 women, 13 girls and 7 children. The 

second flight arrived on 18 July with a total of 66 people including 31 adult women, 19 boys and 16 girls. 

It is estimated that 6,500 children have returned by land from Mexico in 2014. 

Situation in Guatemala: 24 per cent of the 57,525 children taken into 

custody in the U.S. border between 1 October 2013 and 30 June 2014 

were Guatemalan. 

According to the UNHCR report, Children on the run, in Guatemala, 48 

per cent of interviewed children came from indigenous communities. These children stated that their reasons for 

migrating are to find better opportunities rather than violence. 

Situation in El Salvador: 23 per cent of the 57,525 children taken into 

custody in the US border between 1 October 2013 and 30 June 2014 were 

Salvadorian. 

Total returnees in 2012 and 2013 reached 67,300 people, including adults 

and children under 18 (4 per cent of the total). 

Situation in Mexico: Mexico is a country of origin, transit, destination and 

return of migrants. Of the 57,525 children taken into custody in the US 

border between 1 October 2013 and June 30, 2014, 22 per cent were 

Mexican. 

According to the Government of Mexico, between 2010 and 2013, more 1.5 million Mexican migrants have been 

deported by U.S. authorities. 

Humanitarian Response 
Northern Triangle countries of Central America, Mexico and the United States have expressed concern and an 
interest in protecting the human rights of migrant children, especially their life and physical integrity. These 
governments – of countries of origin, transit and destination of migration - have pledged to take measures to stop 
the mass migration of vulnerable children and are addressing the humanitarian needs of the children and families 
who are in transit or detained after crossing international borders. 

However, there are still gaps to be filled and humanitarian needs to be met. The U.S. President has requested an 
additional US$ 3.7 billion to respond to this migratory flow and has granted additional authority to proceed with the 
deportation of unaccompanied minors coming from the Northern Triangle of Central America. 

Several United Nations agencies have issued public statements through their regional offices. Humanitarian 
Country Teams of the Northern Triangle countries have also issued statements and are working with national 
authorities to adopt immediate measures to guarantee the rights of these children. A United Nations interagency 
working group is mapping humanitarian actors and activities involved in the crisis to ensure an adequate response. 

International and local NGOs are also taking action to ensure the welfare and protection of unaccompanied migrant 
children and continue to work to improve conditions in countries of origin to provide other options than migration.  

 

Humanitarian Response in Honduras: On 8 July, the Government of Honduras 
declared a humanitarian emergency to mobilize resources to assist returnees. It is also 
promoting mechanisms to stimulate them to remain in the country. 

During the International Conference on Migration, Children and Family held in 
Tegucigalpa on 16 and 17 July, the Honduran Government announced a plan of action 
to address the humanitarian emergency caused by the high migration flow of unaccompanied children to the USA. 

Honduras’s Permanent Contingency Commission (COPECO) is preparing to assist returning families and children 
deported from the U.S. The response plan includes the installation and operation of six shelters to assist the 
children and has already been approved by the Inter-Governmental Committee. This six-month plan will is 

 

14,086 
Guatemalan children taken 

into custody in USA between 
October 2013 and June 2014 

 

 

13,301 
Salvadorian children taken 

into custody in USA 
between October 2013 and 

June 2014 

 

12,614 
Mexican children taken 

into custody in USA 
between October 2013 

and June 2014 

 
Number of 
shelters: 3 

Capacity: 281 
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expected to assist 30,372 returnees by air and land. The plan costs US$7 million for distribution of food, hygiene, 
construction, logistics and other elements. 

The Humanitarian Country Team will pass their inventory of capacities to COPECO to help identify adequate 
support. May organizations, UNICEF, WFP, UNFPA, Plan, World Vision and the Honduran Red Cross, are 
providing returnees with supplies and reintegration activities, among other services. Several interagency 
workshops on shelter management are being held in San Pedro Sula (23-25 July) and Comayagua (28-29 July) to 
strengthen the capacities of the institutions involved in the administration of shelters. The workshops are facilitated 
by experts from COPECO, Red Cross, PAHO/WHO, Plan, UNFPA and UNICEF and are financed by the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). 

Humanitarian Response in Guatemala: The Government of Guatemala has not 
release its strategy and action plan to receive repatriated children and therefore 
there is no information on the number of shelters that may open. From previous 
experience, participation in the response may include: Casa del Migrante, Tecun 
Uman and the Guatemalan Red Cross in Frontera El Carmen. 

The First Lady is assisting unaccompanied migrant children through the Ministry of Social Work (SOSEP in 
Spanish) through a program of two homes/shelters (one in the capital and one in the western area of the country) 
to receive minors returning to the country. 

United Nations agencies (UNFPA, IOM and UNHCR, among others) and NGOs are providing technical assistance 
and training in the field to support the processes of family reunification. 

Humanitarian Response in El Salvador: The Government of El Salvador has 
proposed set of actions for the protection and attendance of accompanied and 
unaccompanied migrant children.  It launched an awareness campaign regarding 
the risks faced by Salvadoran migrant children, with special emphasis on those 
traveling unaccompanied to the U.S. UNICEF, IOM, UNHCR, Save the Children and Plan International are 
providing technical assistance to the campaign. 

El Salvador is negotiating with the U.S. Government regarding children (under 18) who have access to their 
parents in the U.S. and could reunite with them. El Salvador is using diplomatic efforts to ensure that migrant 
children in U.S. custody are entitled to the legal process under U.S. law. 

The United Nations is working with the Government of El Salvador to ensure the protection of children returning 
from Mexico, Guatemala and the U.S. On 27 June, the Humanitarian Country Team met with Government 
representatives to learn about the situation of these children and the HCT reiterated their willingness to support 
activities. 

UN agencies (UNHCR, UNICEF, IOM, UNDP-ICMD, UNFPA and WFP) and NGOs (Salvadoran Red Cross, World 
Vision, Save the Children and Plan International) are supporting government actions and working with Government 
counterparts (CONNA, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the ISNA). The UN is mapping ongoing activities and 
programs and defining a short and medium term strategy to support the Government. 

Humanitarian Response in Mexico: The Government of Mexico 
has proposed a regional approach with shared responsibility to 
address the problem and recommends joint efforts to stop mass 
migration and protect the rights of unaccompanied migrant children. 

The United Nations (UNHCR, IOM and UNICEF, among others) are working with the Government of Mexico to 
ensure the protection of Mexican children deported by US authorities. 

Local and international NGOs (such as Oxfam and World Vision) are working to ensure protection of these children 
and their families. 

 

General Coordination 
Central America is facing multiple regional emergencies (coffee rust, drought, chikungunya, dengue...), which 
implies the need for greater coordination. OCHA is working to ensure that timely assistance is provided in all these 
humanitarian crisis. 

Regional offices from the United Nations Development Group for Latin America and the Caribbean Group (UNDG 
LAC) agreed on a common vision within a regional approach and is identifying priority actions to support the 
response to the humanitarian situation. 

 
Number of 
shelters: 3 

Capacity: 96 

 
Number of 
shelters: 2 

Capacity: 60 

 
Number of shelters: 49 

Capacity: 20 per shelter 
People per shelter: up to 100 
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This issue of unaccompanied migrant children was also addressed by the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) and the Organization of American States (OAS).  It was the focus of the recent Summit held by 
SICA (Central American Integration System) and a Regional Conference on Migration held in Managua, Nicaragua. 

 

Pictures 

 

 

Deportation of unaccompanied children and adolescents. © World Vision. 

 

 

Shelters installed by COPECO with the support of UNICEF in Honduras. 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Douglas Reimer, Head of Office, reimer@un.org, Tel: +507 317 1748 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.redhum.org   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ocha-rolac@un.org  

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

