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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 23 to 29 May 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 13 June 2014. 

Highlights 
• The number of internally displaced persons has 

reduced to 1,530 across six evacuation centres in 
Honiara. 

• 1,020 households have been assessed as badly 
damaged in Guadalcanal Province, with over 2,700 
kitchens destroyed. 

• Shelter and non-food item distributions are covering 50 
per cent and 66 per cent respectively of assessed 
needs in Guadalcanal. 

• Over 200,000 litres of water was delivered to people in 
Honiara ECs and affected communities in east and 
west GP by Solomon Islands Red Cross and World 
Vision Solomon Islands. 

• 860 livelihood kits have been distributed by Oxfam and 
World Vision. 

• The National Disaster Council has approved the 
Humanitarian Action Plan. 

1,500 
IDPs remain in six 
evacuation centres 

1,020 
Households assessed 
as badly damaged in 
Guadalcanal Province 

860 
Livelihood kits 

distributed by Oxfam 
and World Vision 

Source: NDMO, OCHA ROP 

Situation Overview 
Nearly two months after flash floods affected the Solomon Islands, the number of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) has reduced to 1,530 across six evacuation centres (ECs) in Honiara. Many are returning to their home or 
place of origin with return packages issued by the Government based on their level of impact. 

The Government is consolidating IDPs into three main ECs, namely Festival of Pacific Arts (FOPA) village and 
Rove Police Club for people who have lost homes, and also Holy Cross Catholic Church Hall. Over 2,000 people 
have vacated Panatina Pavilion after receiving return packages. Most of the remaining IDPs at Mbokonavera 
School have been transferred to FOPA, with an additional tent erected and the urgent repair of huts required to 
accommodate the extra people. The Ministry of Infrastructure Development conducted assessments of FOPA huts 
on 23 May and will work with the Shelter Cluster to undertake repairs. The National Disaster Management Office 
(NDMO) is aiming to have most ECs vacated by mid-June. 

IDP return surveys by NDMO are almost complete with the information being used to determine whether IDPs 
intend to return to their place of origin, and the quantity and type of return packages required. The NDMO has 
further refined the IDP return strategy, with IDPs classified under Category A (lost gardens) to receive return 
packages valued at SBD1,000 per family and Category C (lost homes) around SBD10,000 per family. The 
Government is yet to release resettlement plans for IDPs with lost homes and some families are unwilling to leave 
ECs in the hope of securing a housing scheme offer. Shelter assessments in Guadalcanal Province (GP) by 
Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) and World Vision Solomon Islands (WVSI) are nearly complete, with 14 per 
cent (1,020) of 7,286 households badly damaged and 2,700 kitchens destroyed. 

Water deliveries and well cleaning activities are continuing, with over 200,000 litres of water trucked to IDPs and 
affected communities by SIRC and WVSI. Hygiene messaging is being targeted in communities reporting high 
rates of diarrhoea, with cases starting to decrease in both Honiara and GP.  



Solomon Islands Flash Floods Situation Report No. 9 | 2 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Funding 
The Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) funding requirement for immediate response needs is SBD99.5 million. The 
plan can be downloaded at http://bit.ly/1uD3Tu3. 

The UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has released US$1.8 million to support life-saving health and 
WASH activities. WHO has contributed $10,000 to the Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS), $3,000 for 
medical supplies from MEDLAB Australia through the National Medical Stores, and $17,000 to support emergency 
response team logistics and technical assistance. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) contributed $200,000 under 
its Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund in April to support the restoration of life-preserving services. 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

• The number of IDPs has reduced to 1,530 across six ECs in Honiara as of 28 May. 
• 14 per cent (1,020) of 7,286 households (37,378 people) in GP have been 

assessed as badly damaged (Category 3-4), with 38 per cent of kitchens destroyed. 
• Return packages are needed for IDPs returning home, and longer-term planning 

and assistance for IDPs who have lost homes. 

Response: 

• The NDMO has moved IDPs from Mbokonavera School into FOPA, with FOPA and the Rove Police Club 
intended as the last remaining transition sites until IDPs can be returned home or to their place of origin. 

• One additional 80 square metre UNICEF tent has been erected at FOPA to accommodate families relocated 
from Mbokonavera School. 

• The Ministry of Infrastructure Development conducted structural assessments of shelters at FOPA on 23 May, 
which are to be submitted to the Shelter Cluster by 30 May. Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) commenced 
partitioning and repairs of FOPA huts on 24 May. 

• WVSI has completed shelter assessments in assigned areas of GP, and SIRC is due to complete their 
allocated assessment areas by mid-June. 

• Shelter kit distribution coverage in GP is approximately half of assessed need and non-food item distribution is 
66 per cent of assessed need. 

• The Ministry of Lands is working on a long-term resettlement plan for IDPs without homes in Honiara. 
• NDMO has refined the IDP return strategy document, with those in Category A (lost gardens) to receive return 

packages to the value of SBD1,000 and Category C (lost homes) around SBD10,000 per household. 

Gaps & Constraints 

• The Holy Cross EC needs to be vacated as the church owners require the facility. 
• Clarity is required regarding the shelter kit distribution policy in Honiara in order to prevent the promotion of 

reconstruction in no build areas along the Mataniko River. 
• IDP and Welfare cluster is not meeting on a regular basis which is impacting the flow of information. 
• Mapping of shelter and non-food item distribution is needed to determine gaps. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

• Clean water provision to people in ECs and flood-affected communities is still 
required. 

• 500 hygiene kits and water containers are needed in East GP for 500 households. 
• Health facilities require specific hygiene messages for communities with high rates 

of diarrhoea. 
• The National Referral Hospital (NRH) requires water quality monitoring and management to address current 

supply challenges, and the installation of wastewater overflow. 

1,020 
Households in 

Guadalcanal are badly 
damaged. 

200,000+ 
Litres of water trucked 
to Honiara ECs, and 
east and west GP 
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Response: 

• Community storage tanks and 47,600 litres of water have been distributed by WVSI to East GP, reaching 
2,781 people. Water trucking by SIRC to Honiara ECs has increased to 114,000 litres in the past week for 
2,200 people, with 43,000 litres distributed to West GP for 3,400 people. 

• 4,615 people in Burns Creek are able to access water after 220 wells were cleaned by WVSI. 
• Caritas has repaired a gravity fed water supply system in Tabulia for 500 people and made well linings 

available for distribution to 24 communities (2,400 people). 
• WVSI has begun the construction of toilets in Child Friendly Spaces in Burns Creek. 
• The MHMS Health Promotion Unit and SIRC are conducting hygiene awareness sessions in East GP to 

combat diarrhoea outbreaks, and WVSI is preparing hygiene information and education materials to be 
distributed around Tuvaru. 

• Save the Children is continuing WASH rehabilitation of school facilities, with two schools out of 14 complete. 
• UNICEF continues to support WASH cluster coordination and CERF funding of $710,000 has been made 

available to continue life-saving WASH activities by cluster partners. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• A Nomad water purification unit is needed at the FOPA borehole to supplement water supplies and reduce 
transportation costs. 

• Septic tanks in ECs need to be checked to see if they require emptying. 
• Household water treatment education and information materials are urgently required as water trucking will 

wind down in coming months. 
• Reagents and chemicals are needed for water quality monitoring and testing. 

 Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

• Flood-affected health facilities need to become fully functional, including four in GP 
and three in Honiara. 

• Health facilities in GP and Honiara City Council (HCC) require further financial 
assistance to return to pre-flood conditions, particularly Pikinini Clinic in HCC. 

• Diarrhoea continues to decrease in Honiara and now in GP. Influenza-like illness 
remains low in Honiara with 83 cases, but is increasing in GP with 258 cases. Very 
few cases of suspected dengue are being reported. Dysentery, likely caused by the bacteria Shigella, is being 
reported at Good Samaritan Hospital in GP. 

Response: 

• CERF funding will be used to support essential health services and mobile clinics, surveillance and nutrition 
screening, health kit procurement, medicine replenishment, and the urgent repair of affected health facilities. 

• Measles supplementary immunization activities were commenced by MHMS, UNICEF and WHO, including 
Middle Upper Arm Circumference malnutrition assessments and deworming in schools. 

• Minimum initial service package training for reproductive health staff was held 26-30 May. 
• The National Referral Hospital triage desk ceased operations due to decreases in diarrhoea cases in Honiara. 
• The Ministry of Health Emergency Operations Centre was stood down on 22 May. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• A nutrition survey in flood-affected communities is yet to commence due to difficulties accessing funds within 
MHMS. 

 Food Security & Livelihoods 

Needs: 

• 1,042 households in Honiara, 6,408 in Guadalcanal and 1,633 in Isabel provinces 
have had 75 to 100 per cent of their food gardens damaged, creating longer term 
concerns about their food security and livelihoods. 

• Fruit trees (mostly banana) and cash crops have also been damaged, including 
betel nut, cocoa plants, coconut (copra) and palm oil plantations. Several cocoa 
and copra dryers have also been destroyed.  

• Livestock losses of 1,419 pigs and 4,668 chickens have been recorded in Honiara and GP, as well as damage 
to farm equipment and supplies. 

341 
Cases of influenza-

like-illness in Honiara 
and Guadalcanal 

860 
Livelihood kits 

distributed by Oxfam 
and World Vision 
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• Fishing communities living close to the Mataniko and Lungga Rivers in Honiara, and East and West 
Guadalcanal have been most affected. 

• Businesses in Honiara have experienced varying levels of impact. 

Response: 

• A further 190 livelihood kits have been distributed by Oxfam in Malango, Vulolo and Tamboko in the Tandai 
ward, bringing the cumulative total to 403 kits distributed to date. 

• WVSI has distributed a further 75 livelihood kits at the Holy Cross EC in Honiara, as well as 51 kits to 
households in the Marble St and Tuvaruhu communities. A further 38 livelihood kits have been distributed to 
households in Kapinaovu, Koleasi, Gautina, Tamboko, Turarana and Mamass in GP. This brings the 
cumulative total to 457 shelter/livelihood kits distributed by WVSI. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• There is a lack of baseline data on food security in the Solomon Islands, as the country does not have an 
agricultural census, and little information is held on the number and activities of small-scale fishermen. 

• Limited information on recovery actions and support available to fishermen, livestock owners and businesses. 

 Education 

Needs: 

• 22 schools need to be immediately refurbished and reconstructed so that all 
students can resume classes. 

• 17 schools in GP and Honiara do not have regular access to clean drinking water. 
• Targeted support is needed for school students and teachers. 
• Extensive damage to sanitation facilities at one school used as an EC is still to be 

repaired. 

Response: 

• Infrastructure assessment of Mbokonavera School in Honiara has been completed by the Ministry of 
Education and Human Resource Development (MEHRD). 

• Twelve schools have received food supplies as part of the school feeding programme funded by OCHA. 
• MEHRD has completed the distribution of reprinted and replaced curriculum materials to an additional four 

schools in GP. 
• Save the Children has completed psychosocial support to GP teachers and has set-up 14 temporary learning 

spaces in GP schools. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Contractual agreements for the repair and refurbishment of 22 schools are yet to be finalised by MEHRD. 
• There remains a gap in the provision of clean drinking water to 17 schools in GP. 
• Data still unavailable on assessments conducted at schools in the interior and Weather Coast of GP. 
• Curriculum materials (Maths and English) for grades 1-6 are out of stock and need to be reprinted, leading to 

delays in distribution. 
• There is a lack of capacity within MEHRD to support early recovery work. 

Protection 

Needs: 

• More than 50,000 persons displaced or otherwise affected by the floods require 
protection support. 

• Recent assessments highlight priority needs as improved safety and security 
(particularly for women and children), psychosocial support, and information and 
messaging to affected populations. 

• Assessment findings in ECs in Honiara and GP confirm ongoing instances of 
gender-based violence (GBV) and sexual harassment, exacerbated by a lack of privacy for couples in ECs. 

• Protection re-assessments are required at FOPA and Rove Police Club following the transfer of IDPs from 
Mbokonavera School. 

• Accurate numbers are needed on children, pregnant and lactating women, and persons with special needs, 
particularly in the two main ECs. There are also reports of targeted assistance required by persons with 
special needs in affected areas. 

• Consistent information is required regarding returns and relocation strategies, consultation with communities 
and measures to facilitate safe, dignified and voluntary movement. 

14 
Temporary learning 

spaces set-up at schools 
by Save the Children 

40 
Volunteers trained on 

Child and Women 
Friendly Spaces 
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Background on the crisis 
Three days of heavy rain from a tropical depression (Tropical Cyclone Ita) caused severe flooding in the Solomon Islands. There are 22 
confirmed deaths and two people missing. Over 50,000 people were affected, mainly in Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal Province. 
The worst affected area was the capital, Honiara, after the Mataniko River burst its banks on 3 April, washing away houses, damaging 
infrastructure, and affecting an estimated 12,000 people. At the peak of the crisis, there were around 10,000 people displaced in nearly 30 
evacuation centres. Other affected provinces include Malaita and Isabel, with reports of damage to infrastructure, food gardens and water 
sources. On 3 April, the Government declared Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal a disaster zone and, on 5 April, the Government 
requested the regional support of the Pacific Humanitarian Team. Aid personnel and supplies began arriving from 6 April after Honiara 
International Airport reopened. The Government is leading the response with the support of Red Cross, national and international non-
governmental organizations, UN agencies and donor partners. 

Response: 

• Protection assessments are ongoing in ECs and affected areas in GP and Honiara. 
• SafeNet GBV referral network members have planned awareness raising visits to ECs starting next week. 
• Minimum initial service package for reproductive health in emergencies training was held 26-30 May and 

supported by UNFPA and MHMS. The training was delivered by the MHMS SafeNet coordinator with NDMO 
and World Vision support. 

• UNICEF supported World Vision in training 40 volunteers on Child and Women Friendly Spaces.  
• World Vision and Save the Children have set up 10 Child and Women Friendly Spaces in GP. 
• UN-Habitat is working with the Shelter Cluster to ensure the revised HAP includes community consultation and 

provisions for vulnerable groups, especially the landless. 

Gaps & Constraints 

• There are outstanding gaps in general protection presence and overstretched child protection capacity. 
• Lack of accurate figures on women, children and vulnerable groups, and limited information on the returns 

process. 
• Communication mechanisms to and from the affected population are yet to be established. 
• GBV and child protection referral and case management systems are currently not meeting the needs of all 

affected people. 
• Additional Child Friendly Spaces are needed for children below 10 years of age in some locations. 
• Security is not routinely present in ECs or in affected areas, and WASH facilities are not safe for women and 

children. 
• There is an identified need for specialist counselling and support for survivors, and for both general and 

targeted psychosocial support. 

General Coordination 
A meeting was held between the National Disaster Operations Committee and the National Disaster Council (NDC) 
on 28 May to discuss the status of ECs and the IDP return process. The NDC has officially endorsed the 
Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP), with its revision continuing under the leadership of the NDMO and the Ministry of 
Development Planning and Aid Coordination (MDPAC). 

OCHA facilitated an Inter-Cluster Working Group meeting on 28 May to discuss the HAP mid-term evaluation that 
will form the foundation for the revision. On 29 May, the NDC held an all stakeholder meeting to discuss the 
revision of the HAP, with clusters agreeing to include medium to longer term activities. MDPAC has set a deadline 
of July to deliver the recovery plan, which will be a continuation of the HAP. However, there is no recovery plan for 
the four affected provinces beyond GP. Cluster meetings are being held less frequently to reflect the transition from 
response to recovery. 

For further information, please contact: 

Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, OCHA ROP, gudnitz@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1664 (Suva) 

Aslam Khan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA, khan136@un.org, Mobile: +677 870 0266 (Honiara) 

Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1423 (Suva) 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb or https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/  

To be added to this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 


