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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 9 to 15 May 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 23 May 2014. 

Highlights 
• The NDMO reports that around 4,500 people remain in 

10 evacuation centres. 
• Some 1,110 houses assessed in Guadalcanal Province 

have been either destroyed or damaged. 
• Preliminary findings from a rapid socio-economic 

impact assessment estimate total damage and losses 
to be around US$108 million. 

• Over 9,000 households in Honiara, Guadalcanal and 
Isabel have lost 75 to 100 per cent of their food 
gardens. 

• Drinking water remains a concern for an estimated 50 
per cent of the 50,000 people affected. 

• The Ministry of Health is investigating the death of four 
children from Guadalcanal Province, mainly due to 
diarrhea and malnutrition. 

4,500 
People remain in 10 
evacuation centres 

1,110 
Houses in GP 

destroyed or damaged 

9,000+ 
Households with badly 
damaged or destroyed 

food gardens 

Source: NDMO, MAL, OCHA ROP 

Situation Overview 
The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) reports that the numbers of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
is still fluctuating with a total of 4,477 people in 10 evacuation centres as of 12 May. Based on the assessments in 
more than 12 wards in Guadalcanal Province (GP), around 1,110 houses are either damaged or destroyed, which 
is 18 per cent of all assessed homes. Of the 370 houses destroyed and damaged in Honiara, around 80 per cent 
are in informal or squatter settlements, including people with expired temporary occupation licenses. 

The NDMO has categorised existing IDPs into three groups based on damage and needs. Group 1 consists of 
people who have lost gardens and will receive food rations. Group 2 is people who have lost gardens and kitchens 
and will receive food and non-food items (NFIs), and Group 3 is people who have lost homes and are entitled to 
food, NFIs, shelter and livelihood support. The Solomon Islands Government (SIG) wants only genuine IDPs who 
have lost homes in ECs, and has requested that aid agencies support IDPs in areas of return or origin. 

The current health of the affected population is the most pressing concern, with high rates of diarrhea and 
influenza-like illness (ILI). The Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) is investigating the death of four 
children from GP, three from diarrhea and one from sepsis. 

The NDMO is keen to transition from relief to recovery, with efforts refocused on affected populations in other 
provinces, including Malaita, Western, Isabel and Choiseul, and has requested an additional SBD 6.4 million from 
the SIG. The preliminary findings of a World Bank and Ministry of Development Planning and Aid Coordination 
(MDPAC) rapid socio-economic impact assessment estimate total damage and losses to be SBD 787 million 
(US$108 million) or 9.7 per cent of the country’s Gross Domestic Product. 

The United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team has recommended that close 
monitoring and immediate controlled lowering of water levels is undertaken at the Gold Ridge mine tailings dam. 
The UN Resident Coordinator for Fiji has been designated Humanitarian Coordinator for a period of three months. 
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Funding 
Urgent funding is required to implement cluster response activities outlined in the Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP). 
The HAP can be downloaded at https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/document/honiara-and-guadalcanal-flash-
floods-humantarian-action-plan 

Requirements over the next three months are estimated to be SBD 99.5 million (US$13.6 million) of which SBD 
85.1 million (US$11.6 million) remains unmet. The tracking of HAP funding is being managed by the Ministry of 
Planning and Aid Coordination (MDPAC). 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Logistics 

Response: 

• Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) and Save the Children Australia (SCA) are continuing to distribute non-
food items (NFIs) to East Ghaobata Ward in GP. 

• World Vision (WV) is finalising its distribution of NFIs to four allocated wards in GP and assisting SIRC with 
assessments in East Tasimboko. 

• Oxfam is preparing to pack 1,500 livelihood kits. 
• UNICEF is continuing to distribute WASH kits and two School-in-a-Box kits to GP. 
• The Honiara Port warehouse remains in use by the NDMO and NGOs, and may be extended to late July. 
• Construction has begun on a replacement bridge across the Mataniko River, which is expected to ease 

ongoing traffic congestion in Honiara. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding is needed to pay for trucks to carry out NFI and water distributions. 
• Shipping containers with NFIs for Oxfam, SCA, WV and UNICEF have been delayed in Australia and Vanuatu. 
• NFI figures need to be reexamined to determine if there are sufficient quantities to meet needs. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

• Approximately 4,500 IDPs remain in ten evacuation centres. 
• 260 houses are completely destroyed in Honiara, and an estimated 109 houses 

require repair. 
• WV and SIRC are conducting shelter assessments in GP, with 83 per cent of the 

affected population complete and 18 per cent or 1,110 of 6,145 households (33,235 people) badly damaged. 
• 39 per cent of households assessed in GP have destroyed kitchens. 
• Approximately 80 per cent of people with destroyed households in Honiara are from informal or squatter 

settlements, including those with expired temporary occupation licenses. 

Response: 

• Return process continues to be coordinated by NDMO with the support of Honiara City Council (HCC) and 
NGOs. 

• Shelter kit and NFI distributions by SIRC and WVI are continuing in GP, with support from Oxfam, SCA and 
ADRA. 

• Repairs program and assessments has commenced at the Festival of Pacific Arts (FOPA) EC. 
• HCC has issued a "no-go" ordinance to stop the rebuilding of destroyed homes along the Mataniko River, 

which is to be confirmed by the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey (MLHS) based upon the Secretariat of 
the Pacific Community (SPC) hazard assessment data. 

Gaps & Constraints 

• Camp coordination and management support is still required for people displaced in evacuation centres for 
extended periods until relocation or repair/rebuild. 

• Clarity is required on case-load requirements, including land tenure, for transitional shelter arrangements and 
permanent relocation. 

1,110 
Households assessed 
in GP badly damaged 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

• Drinking water remains a concern for an estimated 50 per cent of the 50,000 people 
affected. 

• Wells need to be monitored after cleaning and treatment. 
• WASH facilities in affected schools, health centres and vacated evacuation centres 

require restoration and rehabilitation. 
• Additional WASH facilities need to be urgently installed in longer-term evacuation centres, including FOPA, 

Rove Police Club and Holy Cross. 

Response: 

• Each week, over 10,000 people in evacuation centres and affected communities in Honiara and GP are being 
provided with clean water produced from water purification units and trucked by SIRC and WV. 

• Around 300 wells have been cleaned and rehabilitated in GP, with the support of provincial authorities, SCA, 
WV and Caritas. 

• Three UNICEF potable water testing kits have been made available for water quality monitoring, and UNICEF 
and SIRC are promoting the use of water purification tablets, especially in regions yet to receive clean water. 

• Hygiene promotion teams remain active across GP. 
• 23 latrines have been constructed at FOPA by the Rural WASH program within the Ministry of Health and 

Medical Services (MHMS). 
• UNICEF is finalising the WASH component of the World Bank and MDPAC rapid socio-economic impact 

assessment. 
• A WASH assessment report on East GP is being finalised by SIRC. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Four-wheel-drive vehicles and trucks with drivers are needed for various activities, including water delivery 
and hygiene promotion in GP. 

• More hygiene promotion information, education and communication materials need to be printed and 
restrocked. 

 Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

• A stagnant lake next to FOPA evacuation centre is becoming a health hazard as 
IDPs are bathing and washing clothes, and cleaning kitchen utensils in the water. 

• Diarrhea and ILI cases remain high in Honiara and GP, with three diarrhea-related 
child deaths recorded. There was a slight decrease in overall cases from 5 to 11 
May, with a total of 781 watery and 48 bloody diarrhea cases, and 380 ILI cases 
reported. 

• The National Referral Hospital (NRH) is operating at 110 per cent capacity and there is a staff shortage at both 
NRH and the Good Samaritan Hospital (GSH).  

Response: 

• MHMS has mobilised an investigation team following the death of four children from GP, three from diarrhea 
and one from sepsis. 

• An assessment of the lake at FOPA has been conducted and the WASH cluster has been asked to chlorinate 
the water. 

• A measles and rubella campaign began in Honiara on 15 May and integrated with deworming, vitamin A, 
family planning and malnutrition assessments. 

• UNICEF and WHO are working together to prepare a nutrition assessment for the affected communities of 
Honiara and GP. UNICEF also held a two-day nutrition seminar to train assessment volunteers. 

• WHO is working with MHMS and UNICEF to prepare malnutrition guidelines, protocols and training at NRH. 
• The Vector Borne Disease Control Program continues to conduct mosquito fogging in evacuation centres and 

affected areas of Honiara and GP. 
• Dengue mosquito surveys are being carried out in 15 high transmission areas of Honiara and GP to determine 

the effectiveness of current vector control measures and to understand current outbreak sources. 
• An additional 28 beds have been added to NRH in Honiara, increasing the bed capacity to 330. 

300 
Wells have been 

cleaned and 
rehabilitated in GP 

4 
Child deaths from 

Guadalcanal 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

• Urgent restoration of flood-affected health centres and funding to meet immediate health needs. 
• The New Zealand Medical Assistance Team has scaled down its personnel at NRH to four staff as of 11 May. 

 Food Security & Livelihoods 

Needs: 

• Ongoing food aid for people in evacuation centres and affected communities until 
food gardens and crops can be reestablished. 

• Livestock and infrastructure support for farmers, with the loss of 1,419 pigs and 
4,668 chickens and damage to fences, pens, sheds and feed stocks. 

• Support for business owners in Honiara, mainly Burns Creek, Lungga, Chinatown, 
Vara Creek, Koa Hill, Tuvaruhu and White River. 

• 1,042 households in Honiara, 6,408 in Guadalcanal and 1,633 in Isabel Province had 75 to 100 per cent of 
their food gardens damaged, mostly vegetables (kumara, cassava, taro and pana), fruit trees (banana) and 
cash crops (betel nut, cocoa, coconut/copra and palm oil plantations). 

• A total of 6,200 households are in need of livelihood kits, including 4,600 households in Honiara and GP and 
1,600 households in Isabel Province. 

• The most affected communities are Mataniko and Panatina Wards in Honiara, and West Ghaobata, Malango, 
East Tasimboko and Wanderer Bay Wards in GP. 

Response: 

• Food distribution to evacuation centres has been scaled down. 
• Oxfam, WV and ADRA have divided up livelihood kit distribution areas in GP, with a total of around 3,600 

livelihood kits to be distributed. 
• UNDP are supporting ongoing livelihood activities to the value of USD $268,000. Activities will be undertaken 

by Oxfam and WV in GP, and include cash-for-work programmes to support the construction of community 
garden nurseries and livestock shelters, along with seed and tool distribution. 

• Kastom Garden will support 1,000 households and will focus on communities with high livestock losses, with 
distribution of seedlings, seeds, fruit trees and local chicks. They will also provide training on vegetable 
nurseries, crop management and rapid multiplication techniques. 

• Oxfam will support recovery programming in 30 to 40 communities throughout East and West GP in support of 
savings clubs and community agricultural assets, such as nurseries. 

• SPC’s Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees (CePaCT) has provided vegetable and papaya seeds, and sweet 
potato tissue culture material with support from New Zealand. 

• The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock is developing an agriculture and livestock assistance package. 
• A Malaita response plan is under development by the Provincial Disaster Committee. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Additional funds and food stock needed for food aid distributions, as one and half containers of rice remain. 
• As livelihood kit needs were higher than total kits available, seed packets were reduced to five per kit in order 

to increase total kit numbers. 
• An additional 2,600 livelihood kits are required to meet the needs of affected communities, which will only be 

partly covered by UNDP livelihood support activities. 
• Local stocks of tools and seeds are limited, so additional livelihood kits require a 10 day lead time for overseas 

ordering. 

 Education 

Needs: 

• 22 schools need to be immediately refurbished and reconstructed. 
• 12 schools in Guadalcanal do not have regular access to clean drinking water, with 

the Ministry of Education and Human Resource Development (MEHRD) unclear 
who will deliver water tanks to these schools. 

• Eight additional primary schools require new school materials, including excise 
books, workbooks, pencils and pens. 

• Targeted support is needed for school students and teachers. 

9,083 
Households in Honiara, 
GP and Isabel lost 75 to 

100 percent of their 
food gardens 

22 
Schools need to be 

refurbished and 
reconstructed 
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Response: 

• 80 per cent of the OCHA emergency cash grant was used by MEHRD to purchase food commodities and 
utensils for each of the schools taking part in the feeding programme, with remaining funds given directly to 
schools to purchase fresh local vegetables and fruits each day from local markets. 

• MEHRD with the support of UNICEF has distributed a total of 12 School-in-a-Box kits and nine early childhood 
development kits to six schools, including five in GP and one in Honiara. 

• MEHRD has completed the distribution of reprinted and replaced curriculum materials to 10 schools in GP. 
• MEHRD has completed repair and maintenance works at five Honiara schools, previously used as evacuation 

centres. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Contractual agreements for the repair and refurbishment of 22 schools are yet to be finalised by MEHRD. 
• There remains a gap in the provision of clean drinking water to 12 schools in Guadalcanal. 
• Five schools in Guadalcanal and three schools in Honiara need School-in-a-Box kits. 
• Assessment forms from schools in the Weather Coast and to the interior of GP are yet to reach MEHRD. 

Protection 

Needs: 

• Precise information on the number of displaced people and the process of consolidation of ECs and returns is 
needed to provide a holistic protection response. 

• Increased protection intervention is required in ECs and areas of return, with both formal reports and 
anecdotal evidence suggesting instances of sexual assault and Gender Based Violence (GBV). 

• Assessments are needed to determine the exact number of children affected, including numbers of separated 
or unaccompanied children. 

• Children need access to play spaces and to psychosocial and other targeted support. 

Response: 

• Multi-agency assessments are ongoing in cooperation with the IDP and Welfare Cluster. 
• 40 volunteers have been trained on protection and child protection, with the support of the Government, 

UNICEF, WV, Oxfam and SCA in preparation for monitoring in both Honiara and GP in the next two weeks. 
• Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) and activities in ECs and some return locations in Honiara are being supported 

by UNICEF, WV and SCA. 
• Coordinated inter-agency training on psychosocial support, CFS and women's centres is planned to support 

the roll-out of activities in both Honiara and GP communities. 
• A Médecins Sans Frontières team has provided 469 individual and group mental health sessions in Honiara, in 

addition to training local nurses, teachers, and community leaders in providing psychological first aid. 
• UNFPA, SafeNet, Oxfam and WV are strengthening referral pathways and outreach services in connection 

with CFS, GBV networks and other services. 
• Training to strengthen a community of practice for GBV response is being developed together with SafeNet, 

Christian Care Centre, Solomon Islands Planned Parenthood Association, UN Women and UNFPA. 

Gaps & Constraints 

• Information on processes and plans in Honiara for returns and EC consolidation is severely inadequate, 
thereby increasing concerns about the safe and voluntary return of all affected people. 

• Data on landless people or "squatters" is not readily available. 
• Protection presence in Solomon Islands is limited to child protection and GBV, which are both overstretched. 
• There are gaps in the rehabilitation and resupply of clinics and referral networks to provide GBV survivor-

centred medical support. 
• Additional psychosocial support is needed for for all vulnerable groups. 
• Protection interventions in areas of return are inadequate given the increasing uncertainty surrounding the 

returns process. 

General Coordination 
The National Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) and GP EOC remain operational, with the HCC EOC scaled 
down and operating from the NDMO. International aid agencies are starting to scale-down staff and are 
transitioning into early recovery support.  
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Background on the crisis 
Three days of heavy rain from a tropical depression (Tropical Cyclone Ita) caused severe flooding in the Solomon Islands. There are 22 
confirmed deaths and two people missing. Over 50,000 people were affected, mainly in Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal Province. 
The worst affected area was the capital, Honiara, after the Mataniko River burst its banks on 3 April, washing away houses, damaging 
infrastructure, and affecting an estimated 12,000 people. At the peak of the crisis, there were around 10,000 people displaced in nearly 30 
evacuation centres. Other affected provinces include Malaita and Isabel, with reports of damage to infrastructure, food gardens and water 
sources. On 3 April, the Government declared Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal a disaster zone and, on 5 April, the Government 
requested the regional support of the Pacific Humanitarian Team. Aid personnel and supplies began arriving from 6 April after Honiara 
International Airport reopened. The Government is leading the response with the support of Red Cross, national and international non-
governmental organizations, UN agencies and donor partners. 

Following consultation with Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) members, the UN Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator has designated the Resident Coordinator for Fiji as 
Humanitarian Coordinator for the Solomon Islands effective 14 May for a period of three months. 

OCHA has initiated an Inter-Cluster Working Group with the first meeting held on 14 May to improve coordination 
between the Government and humanitarian partners. A revision of the HAP is pending with completion due by the 
end of May and inclusion of activities in four other affected provinces. 

Logistics cluster will hand over cluster coordination to the NDMO from 20 May after the departure of the World 
Vision cluster coordinator. 

UNDAC 
The United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team has recommended that close 
monitoring and immediate controlled lowering of water levels is undertaken at the Gold Ridge mine tailings dam. 
The dam is currently stable, but water levels need to be lowered to prevent an overspill or breach. Due to the time 
needed for such a controlled process, preparations should start immediately for completion well ahead of the next 
rainy season starting in November. The UNDAC team was deployed by the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit 
with the support of the European Union’s Civil Protection Mechanism and departed on 8 May. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, OCHA ROP, gudnitz@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1664 (Suva) 

Aslam Khan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA, khan136@un.org, Mobile: +677 870 0266 (Honiara) 

Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1423 (Suva) 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb or https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/  


