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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 30 May to 12 June 2014. This is the last OCHA Situation Report on this emergency unless unforeseen 
developments occur. For more information on the Solomon Islands, go to www.pmc.gov.sb. 

Highlights 

 1,350 people remain in four evacuation centres. 

 The Government continues to support the return of 
displaced people to their home islands or villages with 
an assistance package. 

 World Vision and Red Cross distributed 193,000 litres 
of water to 11,800 people. 

 Over 2,000 livelihood kits were distributed by Oxfam 
and World Vision. 

 The Ministry of Health issued a nationwide diarrhoea 
outbreak alert, mainly from rotavirus, which has caused 
the death of 18 children. 

 Traffic congestion is expected to ease in Honiara 
following the completion of a bailey bridge, replacing 
the Old Mataniko Bridge and donated by New Zealand. 

 Australia has announced an additional US$1.88 million 
for key infrastructure repairs. 
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Situation Overview 
Ten weeks after flash floods struck in early April, there are four evacuation centres (ECs) still open in Honiara, with 
a total of 1,350 internally displaced persons (IDPs) or 380 families. Over 1,000 people are sheltering at the Festival 
of Pacific Arts (FOPA) village and the rest are divided between Rove Police Club, Holy Cross Church Hall and the 
Disability Centre. 

The Government wants remaining IDPs to return to their home islands with an assistance package and to await the 
outcome of the resettlement process, which may take up to 18 months. On 12 June, four teams, made up of 
representatives from the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO), the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey 
(MLHS), Police, NGOs and church groups, visited each EC to answer questions and understand IDP concerns. 
Both the Government and IDPs were reportedly satisfied with the outcome, with many IDPs agreeing to return. 

The Government is continuing food distributions, and food is being supplied to vulnerable people in ECs through 
UNDP and the OCHA emergency cash grant. Over 2,000 livelihood kits were distributed to households with lost 
food gardens by Oxfam and World Vision Solomon Islands (WVSI). Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) and WVSI 
distributed 193,000 litres of water to 11,800 people in Guadalcanal Province (GP) and Honiara. 

Diarrhoea rates are decreasing in flood-affected GP and Honiara, however two deaths were reported at Good 
Samaritan Hospital due to severe dehydration. The Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) declared a 
nationwide alert on 4 June due to a diarrhoea outbreak in six of nine provinces, including Western, Choiseul, 
Malaita, Central, Makira, Honiara and GP. The outbreaks have been confirmed as rotavirus in four provinces, 
affecting over 1,000 people and causing the death of at least 18 young children. 

Traffic congestion is expected to ease in Honiara following the completion of a US$1.38 million bailey bridge 
donated by the New Zealand Government. The bridge replaces the Old Mataniko Bridge which was washed away 
by floodwater.  

http://www.pmc.gov.sb/
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Funding 
Total contributions to the flood 
response have been tracked by the 
Ministry of Development Planning 
and Aid Coordination (MDPAC). 

The total amount of in-kind, cash and 
pledge donations to relief and 
recovery efforts is US$14.4 million 
(SBD102.9 million). 

On 12 June, the Australian 
Government announced an 
additional $1.9 million to repair roads 
and bridges to the east and west of 
Honiara, taking their total contribution 
to $4.7 million. 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 260 houses are assessed as completely destroyed in Honiara, and an estimated 
109 houses badly damaged. 

 1,080 (14 per cent) of 7,715 households (40,088 people) in GP have been 
assessed as badly damaged, with 3,317 (43 per cent) of kitchens destroyed. 

 There are 1,350 IDPs (380 families) remaining in four evacuation centres in Honiara, including Rove Police 
Club, Holy Cross Church Hall, the Disability Centre and over 1,000 people at FOPA. 

 Additional assistance packages are needed for remaining IDPs who have agreed to return to their island or 
village of origin. 

 Improved communication and consultation with remaining IDPs is required to explain the return process and 
address concerns. 

Response: 

 The NDMO, Police and MLHS met with IDPs on 12 June to discuss the return process. Many IDPs agreed to 
return to their islands or villages with an assistance package and to await the outcome of resettlement plans. 

 MLHS is working on a long-term resettlement plan for entitled IDPs who lost homes in Honiara. 

 Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) has partitioned and repaired damaged FOPA huts, and has also 
constructed 14 new temporary shelters at the site, all of which are now occupied. 

 World Vision Solomon Islands (WVSI) and SIRC have both completed shelter assessments in assigned areas 
of GP. 

 WVSI and SIRC have almost completed the distribution of shelter kits and family kits in GP and Honiara. Both 
are now focusing on distribution gaps, which are expected to be completed by 13 June. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 To facilitate the return of remaining IDPs, the NDMO has urgently requested an additional 500 shelter kits. 

 The NDMO requires communication support to consult with and inform IDPs of decisions. 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 Clean water continues to be required in ECs and affected areas. 

 Cleaning materials are needed for ECs to maintain sanitation and hygiene, and to 
prevent the spread of disease. 

 Hygiene awareness in flood and rotavirus affected areas is needed to prevent the 
spread of diarrhoea. 

 The National Referral Hospital (NRH) is in need of waste water disposal, and water quality treatment and 
monitoring. 

Response: 

 WVSI distributed 86,000 litres of water in east GP reaching 7,000 people. Red Cross distributed water to 
FOPA, Honiara City Council (HCC) and west GP, covering 4,800 people with 107,000 litres. UNICEF will 
support water trucking for the next two to three weeks.  

 WVSI has commenced the second phase of their well cleaning programme. 

 ADRA has built 30 ventilated improved pit latrines in flood affected areas of east GP. 

 The MHMS Health Promotion Unit and SIRC continue to carry out hygiene awareness with UNICEF support. 
Save the Children and SIRC hygiene promotion activities have reached 8,110 people. 

 WVSI are carrying out hygiene promotion at 10 child-friendly and women-friendly spaces. 

 SIRC and UNICEF supported the printing of 3,000 posters on hand washing and diarrhoea prevention for 
distribution to flood and rotavirus affected areas. UNICEF is also supplying soap. 

 The Save the Children school sanitation rehabilitation assessment is due to be completed by next week. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Only the water quality of trucked water is being monitored due to capacity constraints. 

 The NDMO has asked for a water truck to assist in decontaminating the FOPA water pond which is being used 
for swimming and washing. 

 Concerns have been raised by FOPA IDPs about privacy and sex segregation when planning sanitation 
infrastructure. 

 There is no funding to repair damaged school sanitation facilities. 

 Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

 Flood-affected non-functional health facilities still need to become fully functional, 
this includes four in GP and three in HCC. 

 The number of diarrhoea cases has subsided overall in HCC and GP, and the 
proportion of bloody diarrhoea remains stable. 

 At the National Referral Hospital (NRH) the number of reported diarrhoea cases 
decreased. 

Response: 

 Funds allocated by the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) are being implemented by the Health 
(including reproductive health, mental health and psychosocial support), Nutrition and WASH clusters. The 
funding is supporting access to essential health services, surveillance and nutrition screening, mobile clinic 
services, health facility repairs (four in GP and three in HCC) and the procurement of health kits. 

 The National Surveillance Unit continues to monitor diarrhoea and other communicable disease cases in HCC 
and GP. 

 Following an increased number of malaria cases in Vura, necessary steps were taken by the National Vector 
Borne Disease Control Program of the MHMS. 

 Supplementary immunization activities were carried out in HCC and GP. 

 Micro-nutrient powder is being distributed in schools in GP. 

 A nutritional assessment survey will begin from 16 June. 

 A rapid coverage assessment is being organized in collaboration with WHO. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Community-based health and nutrition awareness activities need to be strengthened. 

 The pond near the FOPA EC continues to pose a risk due to contaminated water. 
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 Food Security & Livelihoods 

Needs: 

 10,142 households (1,042 in Honiara, 7,471 in Guadalcanal and 1,633 in Isabel 
Province) have had 75 to 100 per cent of their food gardens damaged, creating 
longer term concerns around food security and livelihoods. 

 Fruit trees (mostly banana) and cash crops have also been damaged, including 
betel nut, cocoa plants, coconut (copra) and palm oil plantations. 

 The destruction of 36 cocoa dryers and 24 copra dryers, and damage to several more, will impact not only 
drying operations, but also the livelihoods of farmers who sell to drying facilities. 

 Livestock losses of 1,458 pigs and 4,668 chickens have been recorded in Honiara and GP, as well as damage 
to farm equipment and supplies. 

 Fishing communities living close to the Mataniko and Lungga Rivers in Honiara, and East and West 
Guadalcanal have been most affected. 

 Businesses near flooded river systems in Honiara have experienced varying levels of impact. 

Response: 

 The Government is continuing food distributions to IDPs, and food is being supplied to vulnerable people in 
ECs through UNDP and the OCHA emergency cash grant. 

 Sector impacts have been identified through initial rapid assessments carried out by the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Livestock (MAL), Fisheries and Commerce. 

 A further 493 livelihood kits have been distributed by Oxfam, bringing the cumulative total to 896 kits 
distributed to date. It is expected another 990 households will be registered and receive livelihood kits within 
the next fortnight. 

 WVSI have distributed a further 707 livelihood kits to approximately 3,000 people in GP. This brings the 
cumulative total to 1,164 livelihood kits distributed. 

 UNDP has confirmed additional support to MAL for their ongoing early recovery work to address gaps through 
its Strogem Woaka Lo Community Fo Kaikai (SWoCK) project. This will support 1,000 households to re-
establish food gardens and cash crops, and to rebuild and replace livestock at 44 pig farms. It will also assist 
small-scale cocoa farmers, oil palm plantations, floriculture producers and drying facilities. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There are reports of expired food being provided to IDPs and a lack of nutritional variation. 

 To date there has been a gap in providing assistance to smallholder farmers in replacing lost livestock, 
predominantly pigs and chickens. 

 Some line ministries are undertaking response efforts as part of their ongoing programmes, but lack the 
capacity to participate actively in Food Security and Livelihoods cluster activities. 

 Education 

Needs: 

 22 flood-affected schools and schools used as evacuation centres need to be 
refurbished and reconstructed so that students can resume classes. 

 17 schools in GP and Honiara do not have regular access to clean drinking water. 

 Targeted support is needed for school students and teachers. 

 There is damage to sanitation facilities in some schools which still requires repair. 

Response: 

 All schools affected by the floods and used as evacuation centres have resumed classes. UNICEF has 
distributed Early Childhood Development kits and School-in-a-Boxes towards the partial replacement of 
damaged school supplies. 

 12 schools identified by the Ministry of Education and Human Resource Development (MEHRD) for targeted 
assistance are midway through the OCHA Emergency Cash Grant feeding programme. The programme is 
being implemented by UNICEF and enabling 3,603 students to access 30 per cent of their daily food intake. 
Micro-nutrient powder is also provided to improve nutrition intake. School children have returned to school in 
large numbers and attendance has doubled. 

 The UNICEF WASH programme is in the final stages of agreeing on a Programme Cooperation Agreement 
with Save the Children Australia for the construction of WASH facilities in four schools in GP. 

 UNICEF provided a tent for families relocated to FOPA from Mbokonavera School, which enabled the school 
to be vacated for HCC and MEHRD to carry out urgent renovation work and resume classes. 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 More education supplies are needed to replace materials in affected schools. Additional UNICEF supplies are 
due to arrive in late June. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Priority need for reliable information and consultation with the affected population to 
support durable solutions and safe, meaningfully voluntary decision-making in 
relation to EC closures, returns and relocation plans. 

 Robust advocacy is needed to promote basic protection principles in the planned 
closure of ECs (including preventing the use of force), and to support community 
committees. 

 Ongoing need to address security issues in ECs and communities, particularly those where existing tensions 
have escalated to threats of violence. Assessments indicate alcohol-related safety concerns, particularly for 
women. 

 Critical need for increased humanitarian support in areas of return and affected communities. 

 Critical need for identification of, and targeted assistance to, persons with special needs in areas of return, 
including persons with disabilities, older persons, pregnant and lactating women, squatters/landless and other 
vulnerable persons. 

 Protection mainstreaming needed for response and recovery e.g. WASH facilities not safe for women, and 
health concerns for pregnant and lactating women. 

Response: 

 12 protection monitoring visits conducted in ECs and affected villages, with Child Protection monitoring tools in 
development. 

 Ongoing expansion of child-friendly spaces in GP by Save the Children. 

 Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) has assessed the needs of persons living with disabilities in ECs and 
in communities, and has begun some response activities. 

 Gender and gender-based-violence (GBV) training is being planned by UN Women and UNFPA. 

 Save the Children, World Vision, UNICEF and the MEHRD will undertake protection risk assessments in GP, 
targeting 14 schools. 

 Proposed support from UN-Habitat to develop guidelines for resettlement in line with protection principles and 
core minimum standards. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 Limited local capacity to support protection in return and relocation phases, and to facilitate safe and 
meaningfully voluntary decisions. 

 Lack of information is resulting in inadequate contingency planning e.g. eviction of informal communities, 
separation of families, and rising tensions within communities. 

 SafeNet GBV network has limited capacity to respond to the referral needs of the affected population. 

 Targeted assistance and psychosocial support is inadequate, particularly for persons with disabilities and 
pregnant and lactating women. 

 Need for improved cooperation on consolidated data, including on GBV rates and on the needs of children in 
affected areas of GP. 
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Background on the crisis 
Three days of heavy rain from a tropical depression (Tropical Cyclone Ita) caused severe flooding in the Solomon Islands. There are 22 
confirmed deaths and two people missing. Over 50,000 people were affected, mainly in Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal Province. 
The worst affected area was the capital, Honiara, after the Mataniko River burst its banks on 3 April, washing away houses, damaging 
infrastructure, and affecting an estimated 12,000 people. At the peak of the crisis, there were around 10,000 people displaced in nearly 30 
evacuation centres. Other affected provinces include Malaita and Isabel, with reports of damage to infrastructure, food gardens and water 
sources. On 3 April, the Government declared Honiara and other areas of Guadalcanal a disaster zone and, on 5 April, the Government 
requested the regional support of the Pacific Humanitarian Team. Aid personnel and supplies began arriving from 6 April after Honiara 
International Airport reopened. The Government is leading the response with the support of Red Cross, national and international non-
governmental organizations, UN agencies and donor partners. 

General Coordination 
On 12 June, the National Disaster Council facilitated an all-stakeholder meeting where an update was provided on 
successful consultations and negotiations between the NDMO, Police, MHLS and IDPs on the returns process and 
resettlement plans. 

UN agencies and NGOs are finalising emergency response activities and transitioning to recovery. The Pacific 
Humanitarian Team (PHT) continues to meet weekly, however is expected to wind down response operations by 
the end of July. A PHT lessons learned exercise has been planned for the end of June and will be finalised before 
OCHA’s coordination specialist returns to Somalia on 1 July. 

A draft of the Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) is in its final stages and has undergone a protection and gender 
review. The document is focusing on remaining emergency relief activities, with recovery actions separated into a 
standalone document being prepared by MDPAC. 

MDPAC has formed a Recovery Coordination Committee (RCC) which is setting out activities under all sectors, 
with support from UNDP. The Government will review the HAP next week and the recovery plan is expected to be 
ready in early July. 

Following discussions with OCHA and Shelter Sector Chair PS Lands, the Shelter cluster have agreed to cease. 
Long-term recovery activities associated with shelter will be taken up by MDPAC and MLHS. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, OCHA ROP, gudnitz@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1664 (Suva) 

Aslam Khan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA, khan136@un.org, Mobile: +677 870 0266 (Honiara) 

Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1423 (Suva) 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb or https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info 

To be added to this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 

mailto:gudnitz@un.org
mailto:khan136@un.org
mailto:mcleode@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/rop/
http://reliefweb.int/country/slb
https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/emergencies/solomon-islands-flash-floods-april-2014
http://eepurl.com/FL8UP

