
+ For more information, see “background on the crisis” at the end of the report 

PHILIPPINES: Typhoon Haima  
Situation Report No. 5 (as of 25 October 2016) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 23 to 25 October 2016. The next report will be issued on or around 27 October. 

Highlights 
• The Government’s Response pillar downgraded to “blue” 

alert on 23 October, with national agencies directly 
coordinating continuing relief activities. 

• There are currently 57 evacuation centres hosting over 5,000 
people. 

• There are now 33 roads and 18 bridges in Cordillera 
Administrative Region (CAR) and Regions I, II and III that 
remain impassable. 

• There are 134 municipalities in Region I and CAR without 
power. 

• Over 24,000 farmers and 432,000 hectares of agricultural 
lands are affected 

• The total production loss for fisheries in Regions I and CAR 
at PhP85.6 million (US$1.8 million), while livestock losses in 
Regions I, II and III amount 
to P5.7 million ($121,000). 
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Situation Overview 
The total number of people displaced has dropped to 37,678, according to the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD). There are currently 56 evacuation centres open in Region III and CAR hosting 5,475 people 
and one evacuation centre in Region I hosting 15 people, while 32,188 people in these regions are staying with 
friends or relatives. (Per validation with DSWD-Field Office V, the people in Camarines Norte province were 
displaced by Typhoon Sarika, locally named Karen, and those in Sorsogon province were affected by the ash fall 
from Mt. Bulusan. The previously reported people displaced in Region V were not affected by Typhoon Haima.) 
There are now 80,774 houses reported damaged or destroyed in CAR and Regions I, II and III. Of those, nearly 86 
per cent are damaged and 14 per cent are destroyed. 
There are now 33 roads and 18 bridges in CAR and Regions I, II and III that remain impassable, according to the 
Department of Public Works and Highways. 
There are 134 municipalities in Region I and CAR without power, according to the National Grid Corporation of the 
Philippines. Power has been completely restored in the provinces of Ifugao, La Union and Isabela, and in 
Tuguegarao City. However, cluster are reporting lack of communication remains a constraint in the worst-hit areas. 
The Department of Agriculture (DA) is still validating the actual extent of agricultural damages. As of 21 October, 
the initial DA reports indicate a total agricultural production loss of P8.7 billion ($185 million) across Regions I, II, III 
and CAR. The greatest loss was in rice production, followed by high value crops and corn. Over 24,000 farmers 
and 432,000 hectares are affected. So far, DA estimates the total production loss for fisheries in Regions I and 
CAR at P85.6 million ($1.8 million), while livestock losses in Regions I, II and III amount to P5.7 million ($121,000). 
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Cluster assessments are still taking place as groups reach previously isolated or remote areas. The Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and DA have led drone missions in Regions I and III to help expedite the post-
disaster assessment and validation process. Gaps remain overall in data on vulnerable and marginalized 
populations, as well as protection issues. 

Funding 
China has committed a total of P90 million ($1.9 million) for the Philippines’ disaster relief effort, including 
humanitarian assistance from the Red Cross Society of China amounting to $100,000, P50 million ($1 million) 
given by the Chinese Embassy in the Philippines for disaster relief to farmers and fisher folk in the affected regions, 
and an additional commitment of RMB5 million ($738,000). 
Canada has committed CN$10,000 ($7,645) to support the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies’ emergency appeal in anticipation of Typhoon Haima.  
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
The Government’s Response pillar downgraded to “blue” alert on 23 October, indicating limited activation of the 
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council’s Operations Center with national agencies directly 
coordinating continuing relief activities. 
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research has received a request from the National Mapping and 
Resource Information Authority for the latest satellite imageries covering northern Luzon.  

Emergency Shelter 
Needs: 
• Damage to housing continues to increase and is highlighted as one of the main impacts of this typhoon. Figures 

from Philippine Red Cross (PRC) initially show 78,075 houses partially damaged and 18,687 totally damaged. 
• With the loss of roofing a need remains for emergency shelter items such as tarpaulins and shelter tool kits. 
• Given the large number of totally and partially damaged houses there will also be a need for shelter assistance 

in the mid-to-longer term to assist families in their recovery. 
Response: 
• Two surge staff dedicated to cluster coordination arrived on 24 October for a one-month mission. 
• The cluster met on 24 October to discuss the status of response activities and needs in the affected areas. 
Gaps & Constraints: 
• As the number of houses reported to be either totally or partially damaged continues to increase, the significant 

gap in emergency shelter items, particularly tarpaulins and shelter repair toolkits also continues to grow. 
• Household non-food item kits are also required especially for those with totally damaged houses. 

 Health 
Needs: 
• Several hospitals and rural health centres report damages, but all are functional. 
• Emergency obstetric and new-born care referrals are needed for 14,000 pregnant or women with infants. 
• The Department of Health (DOH) stressed the need to ensure the continuation of treatment for those in long-

term treatment programmes. 
Response: 
• UNFPA and PRC have coordinated to ensure that reproductive indicators are included in the assessments. 
• PRC continues to provide psychosocial support, referrals and hygiene promotion. 
Gaps & Constraints: 
• Initial results of assessments lack data on reproductive health indicators. This may mean that the indicators 

were not included in the assessments or that there is no reproductive health needs of the affected population. 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Needs: 
• Initial assessments indicate flooding and mudslides have contaminated some Level 1 water sources (dug wells). 

No reports indicate any water testing by local health offices. 
• Some Level 2 (communal tap stands) and Level 3 water systems (piped water) in Cagayan, Isabela and Kalinga 

provinces are currently not functioning due to interruptions in the main source or distribution lines. In other 
cases, systems are not functioning because electricity has not yet been restored in the affected areas and the 
power disruptions are projected to persist for about a month.  

• Sanitation facilities, such as latrines and septic tanks, have been damaged. 
• Poor hygiene practices have been observed by assessment teams, and there is a need to strengthen hygiene 

promotion in the affected communities.  
• Support is urgently needed for local health authorities to begin water quality monitoring, public information 

campaigns on water treatment and safe storage and distribution of households water kits 
Response: 
• DOH has mobilized about 70 per cent of P22 million ($468,000) in medical and WASH supplies in the affected 

regions. It is also planning to distribute toilet bowls as part of shelter assistance from DSWD so households can 
repair their sanitation facilities. 

• Partner organizations are distributing water disinfectants, water containers, and hygiene and dignity kits in 
Isabela and Cagayan. 

• PRC has moved a 10,000-liter water tanker to Ilagan City, Isabela. 
• In coordination with local authorities, partners are planning for further distribution of water, hygiene kits, 

sanitation repair kits, and to conduct water testing and treatment, strengthened health and hygiene campaigns, 
and WASH-related cash transfer programming. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• If classes resume in November as planned, it will be necessary to repair and restore existing WASH facilities, or 

at minimum ensure that arrangements are put in place to allow children to access potable water, use of clean 
toilets and practice handwashing with soap while at school or in the temporary learning centres. 

 Nutrition 
Needs: 
• No available estimate of humanitarian need as of this reporting period. 
Response: 
• UNICEF and the National Nutrition Council are providing technical and coordination support to affected regions. 
• A Nutrition Initial Needs Assessment was conducted in affected areas of Region II. Results are being 

consolidated and will be shared once available. 
• Food packs, and micronutrient powder have been distributed and are being monitored. 
• DOH’s Quad Cluster (Nutrition, Health, WASH, Mental Health and Psychosocial Support) met on 24 October. 

Promoting preventive nutrition interventions was emphasized due to cumulative food security and WASH issues 
in affected areas. DOH reiterated its stance on protecting breastfeeding will resend advisories and reminders to 
local governments to decline milk donations and to strengthen infant and young child feeding services. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• There is a gap in the capacities of health and nutrition workers on management of severe acute malnutrition. 

 Food Security and Agriculture 
Needs: 
• Rice production was hardest hit, with total losses estimated at P6.5 billion ($138 million), affecting 24,000 

farmers and about 376,000 hectares of rice fields. 
• Assessments from ACTED and World Vision (WV) highlighted primary concerns of a lack of money, inflation, 

the loss of crops and livelihood resources. ACTED recommended the provision of agricultural inputs and cash-
for-work programming. 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
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Response: 
• The cluster met on 19 October to discuss in-country capacities and response plans and again on 24 October to 

share updates.  
• WV is targeting response activities for 15,000 people, including the distribution of non-food items in Cagayan. 
• World Food Programme (WFP) has prepositioned resources from the Australian and US governments. 
• DA informed FAO that, pending the results of its field validation, it may request assistance for affected areas. 

 Education 
Response: 
• As of October 24, Save the Children has dispatched 25 TLS tents and 19 teaching-learning kits to Region 2. 

Specific schools where these will be directed to have yet to be determined, awaiting results of assessments 
validating the reports to the Regional Office.  

• Plan International reports there are minimal damages in the areas of Isabela and Cagayan they assessed but 
the information still needs to be validated. 

• Cluster members are coordinating with the Department of Education (DepEd) at all levels. School assessments 
are being done to validate damage reports submitted to the division offices.  

Gaps & Constraints: 
• There are many schools in CAR and Region II yet to submit their Rapid Assessment of Damages Reports.  

Community Engagement 
Needs: 
• Isolated barangays in the municipality of Santa Lucia, Ilocos Sur, have not received relief assistance. 
Response: 
• Globe and Smart continue to provide free calling and charging stations in selected locations in Cagayan, 

Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Benguet, Kalinga, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, La Union, Aurora and Nueva Ecija 
provinces. They have provided food packs, water and tarpaulins for distribution to affected communities in 
selected municipalities of Cagayan, Isabela, Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur and Abra. 

Logistics 
Response: 
• WFP mobilized 56 trucks to transport relief items from the National Resource Operations Center to affected 

areas. 

General Coordination 
• All responses should be coordinated with national and local government coordination and response agencies. 
• The Food Security and Agriculture Cluster will meet on 28 October. 
• The Education Cluster will meet with DepEd on 27 October to discuss its requests for assistance. 
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Background on the crisis 
 
Typhoon Haima (locally named Lawin) made landfall in Peñablanca, Cagayan province, at 11 p.m. on 19 October as a Category 4 typhoon 
with sustained winds of 225 km/h and gusts of up to 315 km/h. After landfall, it quickly downgraded to a Category 3 typhoon, leaving a 
broad path of debris, damage to homes, businesses and agriculture, flooding and landslides. It displaced over 200,000 people in Regions I, 
II, III and the Cordillera Administrative Region and left at least 8 dead and 2 people injured. Farmers and fisher folk were especially affected 
by the typhoon, with millions of dollars in production losses to rice, corn and high-value crops and fisheries. Typhoon Haima was the twelfth 
typhoon to pass through the Philippine Area of Responsibility in the 2016 typhoon season and immediately on the heels of Typhoon Sarika 
(locally named Karen), which also affected parts of central and northern Luzon and caused similar damage to agriculture. 

•  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Name, Muktar Farah, OCHA Philippines Head of Office, a.i., muktar@un.org, Cell: +63 917 587 8179 
Name, Richard Higgins, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, higginsr@un.org, Tel: +63 917 509 8628 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/philippines or reliefweb.int  
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochaphilippines@un.org 
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