
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Number of people at risk of food 

insecurity was revised from 4.6 
million to 2 million of 

which 747,000 people in 

need of immediate food 

assistance. 
• Child mortality rate in Mali is the 

second highest in the world due 

malnutrition related causes. 

• Only 41% of health 
structures across Mali are 

receiving support from Nutrition 

Cluster partner NGOs for the 

management of acutely 

malnourished children  

• Mali is the 16th country to ratify 

the Kampala Convention.  

FIGURES 
# of IDPs 198,558 
# of refugees 153,722 
Estimated 
Affected pop. 

4.23 
million 

FUNDING 

214.6 million  
requested (US$) 

 

60% funded 
 

Credit: UNDP/ Nicolas Meulders 

People at risk of food insecurity revised to 2 million  
A gross cereal production of 6.2 million 
tons is expected for the crop year 
2012/2013 according to a joint note of 
food security released by WFP and FAO 
in November. This includes 2 million tons 
of rice and 1.4 million tons of maize. This 
production is higher than that of the 
previous agricultural season estimated at 
5.8 million tons, representing an increase 
of 7%. The production of rice passes from 
1.7 million tons last year, to 2 million tons 
this year.  This is an increase in 16% 
compared to last year and 41,35% 
compared to the average of the five last 

years1. However the only availability of cereal production is not enough to determine the 
food security situation as other factors like the purchase power, income generating 
activities, security are to be also taken into consideration.  

Following the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) conducted by the Early 
Warning System and the WFP, in August-September 2012, the figure of people at risk of 
food insecurity has been revised from 4.6 million this year to two million for 2013.   

From this figure, about 747,000 
people are in need of immediate 
food assistance in the country 
including 510,000 people in the North 
(no distinction between non-displaced, 
IDPs and host households as all are 
equally food insecure) and 237,000 
people in the South (120,000 IDPs and 
117,000 host household members).  

People at risk of food insecurity 
are estimated at 1.3 million 
including 1,000,000 people (total 

                                                        
 
1 Joint WFP/FAO note on food security November 2012.  
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population minus those in immediate need) living in the north and 300,000 people in the 
south in fragile communities (of the 111 communes identified as still vulnerable by the 
SAP’s latest report).  

The findings of the EFSA also indicated that 28% of the internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) have inadequate food consumption in spite of the fact that approximately 50% of 
surveyed households stated to have received food assistance. In terms of food security, 
the northern regions are the most affected due to the persistence of the insecurity and the 
disturbance of the economic activities. In terms of food score consumption, it is reported 
that in Kidal, approximately 50% of the displaced households are food insecure against 
30% in the regions of Timbuktu and Gao. The qualitative analysis showed that, in the 
occupied zones, the situation in terms of food insecurity of the whole of the population is 
comparable with that of the displaced families and host communities2. Therefore 
humanitarian assistance targets beneficiaries based on their level of vulnerability.  

Additional surveys to be conducted as well as possible changes in the humanitarian 
context in Mali will be considered to regularly update this estimation in the course of 
2013.  

The food security cluster needs to be mobilise resources to continue emergency food 
assistance for people in the North as well as for vulnerable IDPs and host communities in 
the South. The strategy of response of the cluster includes also the protection of 
environment as well as the creation of resilience means for sustainable solutions. The 
cluster plans to undertake activities aiming at strengthening the capacity of humanitarian 
partners on preparedness and response to crisis.  

Community based initiatives and multi-sectorial 
interventions for successful nutrition interventions 

The 2011 SMART (Standardized 
Monitoring and Assessment of 
Relief and Transitions) survey 
estimated that 560,000 children 
would be at risk of acute 
malnutrition in 2012. The under 5 
infant mortality rate for Mali is the 
second highest in the world due 
to malnutrition and related 
diseases. Appropriate response 
combined with sustainable 
solutions can prevent children 
dying from such avoidable 
causes. 
 

During his visit in Mali from 4 to 5 December 2012, the Executive Director of UNICEF, 
Tony Lake, encouraged all nutrition partners to reinforce community-based 
interventions in order to scale up the nutrition response and to make 
activities undertaken during the nutrition crisis more sustainable and 
resilient.  

As of 2 December 2012, national data shows that 112,859 children under five have been 
newly admitted to nutritional care units since the beginning of the year, of which 69,905 
were admitted for moderate acute malnutrition in Ambulatory Nutritional Recovery Unit, 
(URENAM) and 42,954 for severe acute malnutrition (34,828 in ambulatory nutritional 

                                                        
 
2 Idem.  

 
Credit: UNICEF/Mali2012/Harandane Dicko 

Ensuring that households 
have access to safe water 
and improved sanitation in 
order to battle malnutrition 
will continue to play an 
important role in 2013 as 
part of the WASH in 
Nutrition approach, aiming 
to reach 100,000 
households in the coming 
year. 
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recovery units for severely malnourished children (URENAS) and 8,126 in intensive 
nutritional recovery unit (URENI).  Just in the northern regions, 12,709 children under five 

were newly admitted, of which 8,270 
were in URENAM and 4,439 in 
URENAS/URENI.  

With the number of children suffering 
from acute malnutrition being expected 
to rise in 2013, scaled up nutrition 
response will rely on expanding 
community based interventions from 
2012. In 2012, 1,681 (77% of the 
planned total in the south) 
community health workers were 
rendered functional, through 
training, equipment and salary 
payments, by UNICEF across the 

regions of Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou, Sikasso and Mopti. These regions account for the 
greatest number of children affected by the nutrition crisis.  

Community health workers (CHW) allowed for the detection of 8,277 cases of moderate 
acute malnutrition in 2012. Another 2,652 health personnel have also been trained on 
Community Based Management of Acute Malnutrition and on Young Child Infant Feeding 
across southern regions. Through continued support for CHWs and health personnel in 
health centres as well as scaling up of NGO interventions, more malnourished children 
will be reached in 2013 and referred to health centres for treatment of acute malnutrition.  

Currently, 41% of health 
structures across Mali are 
receiving support from 
Nutrition Cluster partner 
NGOs for the management of 
acutely malnourished children. 
For the large part, these health 
structures are receiving NGO 
support for community based 
outreach. Health centres across Mali 
are also receiving financial and 
technical support from UNICEF, 
WFP and WHO. Scaling up support 
for health structures and community based outreach in Mali will allow for more children to 
be treated for acute malnutrition.  

The Executive Director also underlined the importance of maintaining a 
multisectoral approach to nutrition interventions with the water and 
sanitation, Education, Child Protection, as well as Health sectors. 
Malnutrition is linked to multiple factors. It therefore calls for a multisectoral approach. For 
example, hygiene practices and safe drinking water have a role to play in child nutrition. 
Malnutrition is often associated with repeated diarrhoea, which reduces nutrient 
absorption, resulting from unsafe water, inadequate sanitation and insufficient hygiene. In 
order to improve hygiene practices, therefore, Oxfam has provided hygiene sensitization 
to 2,500 households in Gao and Bourem from 21 November – 5 December 2012. It has 
also distributed hygiene kits to households provided by UNICEF. A range of other WASH 
Cluster partners have also distributed kits to most vulnerable groups throughout the year. 
Water treatment interventions, which further support child nutrition, have also been 
undertaken, benefitting some 322,000 people in 2012. IRC, with the support of UNICEF, 
has rehabilitated ten water points in Ansongo. An additional 17 water points were also 

 
Credit: UNICEF/Mali2012/Harandane Dicko 
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treated to make water potable. Four wells were also rehabilitated by Care International in 
Mopti and Tenenkou during the current reporting period.  

Ensuring that households have access to safe water and improved sanitation in order to 
battle malnutrition will continue to play an important role in 2013 as part of a joint water 
and sanitation and nutrition approach, aiming to reach 100,000 households in the coming 
year. 

Access to education for children affected by the 
conflict remains a challenge 
Access to education for approximately 560,000 school-aged children from the 
north has been adversely compromised due to armed conflict with 112,000 school-
aged children having fled from the north to take refuge into neighboring countries and 
some 25,000 to the south of Mali. In addition, security constraints and an insufficient 
number of qualified teachers have affected access to education for school-aged children 
residing in the north. In response, Education Cluster partners have worked to maintain 
access to quality education for affected school-aged children. For example, 3,433 
internally displaced students in the region of Ségou and the district of Bamako have 
benefitted from the provision of learning materials for the 2012-2013 academic year3. The 
Education Cluster has also developed a psychosocial support module for teacher training 
to promote the well-being of conflict-affected students and teachers. About 167 education 
personnel and Education Cluster partner NGOs from all over the country have 
participated in training of trainers on emergency response and psychosocial support 
delivery and will train about 8,000 teachers from their respective regions. Looking ahead, 
national capacity building, strengthened coordination and intersectoral collaboration will 
be part of the strategy to maintain access to quality education for children affected by the 
conflict. 
 

IDPs estimed at 198,558 at the entry into force of 
the Kamapala Convention 
The African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced 
Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention), which was adopted on the 22 October 2009, 
entered into force on 6 December 2012. So far, the Convention has been signed by 36 
Member States including Mali. However, only 16 countries have ratified it. Mali is the 
16th country to ratify the Kampala convention. This means tangible progress on 
the legal level for millions of uprooted people across Africa. The Mali displacement crisis, 
which has significant consequences for the wider Sahel region, is a case in point. 

According to the Population Movement Commission established under the protection 
cluster in Mali, the latest estimation of IDPs is 198,558 persons. This 
represents a slight decrease compared to the estimation of 203,843 IDPs the previous 
month. This decrease has been explained inter alia by the data cleaning process and 
some cases of returns which are likely of a pendulous nature. The collection of IDPs 
figures in the northern regions of Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and part of Mopti is 
still limited due to access constraints.  
The protection cluster, under the leadership of UNHCR, intends to train Government 
representatives, humanitarian actors and IDPs on the content of the convention and its 
application in 2013.  

                                                        
 
3  Materials distributed by Plan International, Handicap International, Cri de Coeur, Right to Play and Intervida. 

Access to education for 
approximately 560,000 
school-aged children from 
the north has been 
adversely compromised 
due to armed conflict with 
112,000 school-aged 
children having fled from 
the north to take refuge 
into neighbouring 
countries and some 
25,000 to the south of 
Mali. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, arroyof@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, thiamk@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 3497 
Delphine Pastorel, Information Management Officer, pastorel@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7599 4002 
Guido Pizzini, Information Management Officer, pizzini@un.org, Tel. (+223) 7555 6646 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at 
http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

The Convention adopts measures aiming at preventing and abating the phenomenon of 
internal displacement by eradicating the root causes including conflicts and natural 
disasters. The Convention is set to provide for the respective obligations and 
responsibilities of States Parties, armed groups, non-state and other relevant actors, 
including international organizations and the African Union, with respect to the prevention 
of internal displacement, the protection and the assistance of IDPs. The African Union 
has appealed Member States that have not yet ratified the Convention to do so as soon 
as possible in order to provide concrete benefits to the more than 9.7 million people who 
have been internally displaced by conflict on the continent. 

Improved humanitarian communication connection 
services  
 
The Emergency Telecommunication Cluster (E TC)is providing essential communications 
services to the humanitarian community in both Bamako and Mopti regions. The cluster 
continues to provide vital DATA and voice connectivity to the humanitarian community. It 
also assists with reprogramming of VHF radios after an initial ETC assessment revealed  

that existing radio frequencies had 
been compromised by non-
humanitarian groups. As a result, new 
frequencies had to be obtained from 
the government. To date, 489 
handsets and 56 vehicle radios 
have been reprogrammed in line 
with the new frequencies, 
allowing aid agencies to 
communicate securely. 
The ETC team is also assisting various 
humanitarian organizations with the 
purchase and installation of 
Base/Mobile HF/VHF radios in 

response to the emergency while capacity building initiatives have enabled humanitarian 
workers on the ground to carry out their own installations as required.           

Logistic assessments in support to humanitarian 
preparedness plans 
The Logistics cluster undertook a joint WFP/UNICEF visit in Mopti and Segou regions, 
from the 26 to 28 November to identify pre-positioning locations for 
commodities and non-food items of partners and stock management in 
case of deterioration of the security situation, as well as evaluate the 
feasibility of back-up locations as defined in the contingency plans. 
Furthermore, the cluster continues to work actively on updating the Logistics Capacity 
Assessment in country and contingency planning. The mapping partner locations 
showing detailed storage capacity and activities by sector. The Logistics Cluster, in its 
quality of service provider for the humanitarian community in Mali, facilitated the storage 
of 48 mt of non-food items for UNHCR in WFP Mobile Storage Units in Mopti. The cluster 
requested ten additional mobile storage units from UN Humanitarian Response Depot in 
Ghana and facilitated the transportation of medicine for IOM from Bamako to Mopti.  
 

 
Credit: WFP/Emergency Telecommunication Cluster 


