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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Upsurge in cholera cases in 

Artibonite Department. Priorities 

are to replenish stocks and 

strengthen staff capacity. 

 Significant financial resources 

are needed to prevent a food 

and nutrition crisis in 2013. 

 On 16 January, the Government 

launched the first Earthquake 

Risk Reduction Roadmap and 

publicly committed to ensuring a 

sustainable path to earthquake 

safety. 

 Haiti receives US$6 million from 

the CERF and an additional 

€15.5 million from the EU.  

 

FIGURES 

Number of IDPs in 
camps 
Source: DTM, 
December, 2012. 

347, 284  

Cumulative 
cholera cases 
Source : MSPP, 15 
January, 2013. 

639,997 

Fatality cases 
Source : MSPP, 15 
January, 2013. 

7,965  

  

 

FUNDING NEEDS 

$144 million 
requested in 2013 (US$) 

 

0%  

funded 

 
 

 

Cholera: increase in cholera cases in Artibonite 

PAHO/WHO points out a continuous upsurge in Artibonite Department 
The cholera epidemic is still of great concern, with the number of new cases and deaths 
for the first two weeks of 2013 exceeding the 2012 figures for the same period 
(PAHO/WHO).  

Nationwide, the average daily infection rate was 190 cases, while the overall fatality rate 
remained at 1.2%. As of 15 January, the cumulative number of deaths and infections was 
7,965 and 639,997 respectively. According to the Ministry of Public Health and 
Population, approximately 8,643 new cholera cases and 126 deaths were reported 
between 15 December 2012 and 15 January 2013. This represents a 40% per cent 
decrease over the previous month but it still represents a 65% increase over the same 
period last year. 

Health partners are specifically concerned by the situation in the Artibonite department, 
where 817 new cases of cholera (compare to 619 new cases for the same period in 
December) were recorded during the first two weeks of January, due to contamination of 
rivers, unhygienic conditions and inadequate sanitation. Communities struggle to access 
drinking water during the dry season. 

To prevent the epidemic from spreading, 
health partners have rapidly activated 
emergency response mechanisms. 
Assessment missions have been conducted 
in Gonaïves and Saint-Marc (Artibonite), and 
emergency supplies and medical equipment 
have been distributed in the affected areas. 
These include Aquatabs, oral rehydration 
salts and soap. The National Directorate for 
Potable Water and Sanitation (DINEPA) 
provided 150,000 water-purification tablets to 
the Artibonite Health Department for more 
than 25,000 families. Previously, an 
evaluation had been organized (UCS/ Artibonite, DINEPA/ WASH and ACTED) to 
conduct assessments of the most vulnerable families, who were prioritized to receive 
assistance. 
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Following a mission to Saint-Marc and Gonaïves from 15 to 17 January, the WASH 
Cluster has taken steps to drain pits and replenish stocks, notably chlorine to cholera 
treatment centers (CTCs) and cholera treatment units (UTCs) in both areas. 

UNICEF will provide WASH services and protection and nutrition facilities to 10,000 
people in the Artibonite department and 5,000 people in the Centre department.  

In the Nord department, humanitarian partners are bringing more supplies to the cholera 
care treatment site in the Direction Sanitaire du Nord. PAHO/WHO has been providing 
supplies including rehydration salts, doxycicline and medical gloves.  

Food security remains a top priority on the 
Humanitarian agenda 

According to CNSA, 1.5 million people face severe food insecurity  
According to the National Coordination for Food Security (CNSA), 1.5 million Haitians are 
extremely exposed to food insecurity due to the combined effects of drought, Tropical 
Storm Isaac (August 2012) and Hurricane Sandy (October 2012). 

A food security alert issued by CNSA on 15 
January indicates that these disasters 
caused significant crop losses and reduced 
income sources for rural people. Recent 
assessments show that household food 
stocks are non-existent in villages.  

In addition, CNSA states that employment 
opportunities in rural areas decreased 
sharply. This has increased the prevalence of 
malnutrition among children from 2.65% in 
April 2012 to 4.8% since Hurricane Sandy. 

Funding appeals are now showing results. 
The European Union recently signed an 
agreement with the Government for a €20 million program (US$27 147 000) to improve 
food security, starting in January 2013. 

This program aims to improve food security in the Nord-Ouest, Nord-Est, Artibonite, 
Centre and Sud Departments focusing on agricultural production, livestock, and 
promoting marketing opportunities, strengthening entrepreneurship and improving the 
nutritional status of children and pregnant and lactating mothers. 

 

 

Camp population declines 
Despite promising results 347,000 remain in camps  

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) estimates that 347,284 people (87,750 
households) still live in 450 IDP sites in Haiti. This represents an overall decrease of 77 
per cent of the displaced population (households and individuals) from a high of 1.5 
million people living in 1,555 camps in July 2010. 

 

 

 

 

The upsurge in the 
cholera epidemic in 
Artibonite is largely 

due to poor sanitation 
and a lack of drinking 

water. 

Food insecurity is a 
major concern for 

humanitarian actors in 
2013. Thousands of 

vulnerable 
households have 

seen their income 
progressively decline. Food security priority

areas

Port-au-Prince
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IOM’s latest Displacement Tracking 
Matrix report shows that between October 
2012 and January 2013, the rate of 
decrease was 3% and 5% between June 
and August 2012. 

Despite return and relocation programs 
implemented by the Government and its 
humanitarian partners, the decrease is 
one of the slowest recorded since 
displaced people began to leave camps in 
September 2010. This can be partly 
explained because programs are 
increasingly under-funded and don’t have the capacity to cover all camps (there are 
around 106 priority camps).  

However, IOM noted a slight increase in the camp population in Croix-des–Bouquets 
(increase of 103 households), Cité Soleil (increase of 34 households) and Petit-Goâve 
(increase of 19 households). In Croix-des-Bouquets and Cité Soleil, the increase was due 
to the arrival of additional households (from other sites and surrounding neighborhoods) 
in order to benefit from housing assistance programs. The increase in Petit-Goâve was 
due to the destruction caused by Hurricane Sandy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CCCM Cluster and the Haitian Government (through its housing and public buildings 
unit) estimate that 230,000 people will still be living in camps at the end of 2013 if  
relocation and return programs are not accelerated. The Government, with the 
international community’s support, plans to broaden access in 2013 to “return” solutions 
for those still in camps, especially for IDPs in 115 camps considered to be exposed to 
high environmental risks (landslides, floods etc.) 
 

 Government launches earthquake risk 
reduction roadmap 
On 16 January, the Government, led by the President and Prime Minister, launched and 
officially signed the earthquake risk reduction roadmap under the theme "a sustained 
commitment to the path of earthquake safety". The earthquake highlighted the need to 
adopt a strategy that would improve the nation’s earthquake resilience. Ten months after 
the earthquake, the previous Government (through the National System for Disaster Risk 
Management – SNGRD with the support of UNDP) invited a committee of experts to 
examine technical and institutional risks from earthquakes.  
 

 

 

The earthquake risk 
reduction roadmap 

highlights the needs 
to improve the safety 

of Haitian people in 
major earthquakes. 

Camp population is under 350,000 people
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The roadmap is a guideline for 
Government action to prepare for 
and increase resilience to 
earthquakes. It recommends 
(inter alia) developing a national 
program to reduce earthquake 
risks, establishing a national 
network of seismic-monitoring 
stations, establishing minimum 
building standards and guidelines 
(using quality materials) and 
improving the skills of 
construction professionals.  

 

 

 

 

According to the Prime Minister, who officially signed the roadmap, this initiative marks 
the beginning of a new era in preventing and managing earthquake risks in Haiti.  

 

Financing: UN CERF and the European 
Commission donate millions to Haiti 
The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos, has granted US$6 million in CERF allocations to Haiti to 
contribute to meeting urgent needs in the areas of food security, including nutrition ($3.54 
million) and cholera response, including Health and WASH ($2.46 million). 
 
The European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO) allocated an additional €15.5 
million to Haiti, bringing the total of European humanitarian assistance provided to Haiti in 
2013 to €30.5 million. The new allocation will target IDPs, cholera victims, disaster risk 
reduction and people heavily affected by Hurricane Sandy. 

Both grants come in a context of underfunding of humanitarian activities: the $151 million 
2012 Consolidated Appeal Process was funded at only 46 per cent. The priorities 
targeted are in line with the 2013 Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP). 

 

REQUIREMENTSBYHAP2013 OBJECTIVES
Needs /

Requirements (US$)
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For further information, please contact:  
 

George Ngwa Anuongong, Chief, Communications section, ngwaanuongong@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5192 
Guillaume Schneiter, Reporting Officer, schneiterg@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5758 

Widlyn Dornevil, Public Information Officer, dornevil@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5182 

Rachelle Elien, Public Information Officer, elien@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5177 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at haiti.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

In brief 
Oxfam warns against threats of forced evictions 

In a report published at the end of 2012, Oxfam denounced growing threats of forced 
evictions of IDPs. It called for urgent action to prevent the forceful removal of displaced 
people in camps. 

In August 2012, about 61,000 people were evicted from 152 camps. IOM estimates that 
among the 450 sites, 337 are on private land and 86 face eviction threats. Since 2010, 
130 sites have been closed due to evictions and at least 284 have been threatened with 
eviction. The report is available at: 

http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/bn-forced-evictions-
camps-haiti-101212-en.pdf 

Haitian children make improvements in education, nutrition, health and 
sanitation 

Preliminary results from a new national survey on mortality and service utilization 
(EMMUS-V) show significant improvements. The survey estimated that 77 per cent of 
children aged 6 to 11 were attending school in 2012, which is an increase of 27 per cent 
from 2005 to 2006. The level of acute malnutrition among children aged 6 to 59 months 
had declined from 10 to 5 per cent. The mortality rate for children under age 5 fell from 
9.6 per cent in 2006 to 8.8 per cent in 2012. This survey was done by “Institut Haïtien de 
l’Enfance” with its partners support.  

 

Head of UN Peacekeeping stresses the need for stability in Haiti 

The UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Missions, Hervé Ladsous, visited 
Haiti from 9 to 12 January for the third commemoration of the earthquake. He stressed 
the need to focus on the primary task of MINUSTAH, which is to stabilize the country after 
the emergency phase. 

Mr. Ladsous acknowledged there was clear progress in the mission’s work, although 
much remains to be done by the Haitian Government and the United Nations.  

Mr. Ladsous reiterated the readiness of the United Nations to do whatever is necessary to 
convince donor Governments and private companies to continue investing in Haiti’s 
development, despite the global financial crisis. 
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