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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 26 (as of 22 May 2014) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 14 and 22 May 2014. The next 

report will be issued on or around 28 May 2014. 

Highlights 
 Some 1,500 people have been displaced by fighting that 

broke out on 22 May between Sangaris and ex-Seleka 
elements in Bambari town centre.  

 Three-hundred youths have been recruited through IOM’s 
cash-for work activities in the 3

rd
 and 5

th
 districts of 

Bangui. 
 UNICEF and partners have secured the release of over 

1,000 children from armed groups this year, more than 
five times the number of children released in 2013. 

 FAO will distribute about 1,800 tons of staple crop seeds 
and hand tools by the end of May to 80,000 vulnerable 
families (378,500 people) in 15 provinces. Distribution 
started at the end of April, and more than 22,000 farming 
families have already received kits. 
 
 
 

554,800 
IDPs in CAR 
 

129,800 
IDPs in 43 sites in Bangui and 
with host families 
 

US$565 
million 
Revised 2014 Strategic 
Response Plan (SRP) 
requirements 
 

1.9 million 
Vulnerable people targeted by 
SRP for humanitarian aid  

32% 
Funding available (about $178 
million) against the revised 
SRP 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need assistance 

Sources: OCHA, CMP, Protection Cluster and FTS 

Situation Overview 
The security situation continues to be unpredictable countrywide, preventing most internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) from returning home. Fighting broke out on 22 May between Sangaris and ex-Seleka elements in Bambari 
town centre. The cause is unknown. Recent efforts by Sangaris forces to disarm some ex-Seleka elements in the 
area have resulted in high tensions that prompted displacements from various neighbourhoods. Up to 1,500 IDPs 
(mostly women and children) are seeking refuge in the Bambari Catholic Mission (St. Joseph), while others have 
fled to the WFP and MINUSCA compounds. The humanitarian presence in Bambari includes staff from Mercy 
Corps, IMC, COOPI, Triangle Génération Humanitaire, MSF-H, ICRC, the French Red Cross, Save the Children, 
WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, FAO, UNFPA, WHO and OCHA. All are accounted for.  
 
On 14 May, unidentified armed men arrived in Markounda (Ouham Province), 457 km from Bangui. For unknown 
reasons, they opened fire on residents, killing 22 people and wounding many. On 14 May, ex-Seleka elements 
arrived in Bambari from Ndele (Bamingui Bangoran Province) to set up their headquarters, following a decision 
made during a meeting of ex-Seleka officers in Ndele earlier this month. 
 
Cash-for-work activities, which are part of IOM’s Community Stabilization and Retention of Mixed Communities 
project, have been expanded to employ 300 youths in the 3

rd
 and 5

th
 districts of Bangui. The workers rehabilitate 

markets, gutters and drainage systems, and provide waste-management support to IDP sites in the 3
rd

 district. The 
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youths work in mixed teams of 50 for a two-week period. Hundreds of names are on the waiting list to participate in 
both districts. Community members and local merchants appreciate the clean streets and frequently cheer on the 
youths while they work. 
 
UNICEF and partners have secured the release of over 1,000 children from armed groups in CAR this year, more 
than five times the number of children released in 2013. However, thousands more remain among the ranks of 
armed groups: since violence escalated in December last year, their estimated number nearly doubled from 3,500 
to about 6,000.  
 
“The growing number of children who continue to be used in this brutal fighting is yet another reminder of the 
unspeakable atrocities children are living every day,” said Souleymane Diabaté, UNICEF Representative in CAR. 
“Such blatant violations of children’s rights must not go unpunished.”  
 
Children in CAR have been used by all parties to the conflict not only as combatants, but also as cooks, porters 
and guards. Of the children released this year, one in five are girls. 
 
In April, FAO launched a major operation to ensure that crisis-affected farming families receive agricultural kits in 
time for the next planting season. Hand tools and about 1,800 tons of staple crop seeds will be distributed by the 
end of May to 80,000 vulnerable families (378,500 people) in 15 provinces. Distribution started at the end of April, 
and more than 22,000 farming families have already received kits.  
 
“The delivery of these agricultural kits is of critical importance, since they will help avert a full-scale food and 
nutrition crisis in the country,” said acting FAO Representative Alexis Bonte. Seeds are distributed concomitantly 
with food assistance to prevent their consumption. 
 
A monitoring mission was organized to Kabo and Moyenne Sido (Ouham Province) from 9 to 14 May following the 
recommendation of the CAR Humanitarian Country Team. The main objective was to monitor humanitarian 
response in IDP sites and host communities and identify unmet needs. An estimated 38,440 people were targeted, 
including 19,340 people in Kabo and 19,100 in Moyenne Sido. The mission’s delegation comprised Solidarités, 
FAO, UNICEF, IOM, Intersos and OCHA. 
 
The mission made the following remarks and recommendations: 1) The weak presence of humanitarian actors was 
highlighted, particularly in Moyenne Sido; 2) If the border between Chad and CAR remains closed, it could have an 
adverse effect on the people who depend on trade activities between both countries; 3) Advocate for MISCA and 
MINUSCA to establish a base in the region and to strengthen patrols between Kabo and Moyenne Sido; 4) Reflect 
on the relocation possibility of the old caseload of IDPs who arrived in Moyenne Sido at the beginning of the year 
and are living in deplorable conditions; 5) Provide immediate agricultural inputs, including seeds and tools, to 
ensure that displaced families and host communities do not miss the current agricultural season; 6) Initiate 
sensitization campaigns targeting cattle-rearers to prevent the destruction of crops by cattle during the planting and 
harvest seasons; 7) Based on these points, the mission prepared an action plan covering short-term activities; 8) 
The need for a more in-depth multi-sectorial assessment is crucial to further explore residents’ needs. 

Funding 
The Strategic Response Plan (SRP) requires $565 million. Only 32 per cent of funding has been received. Early 
recovery, education, nutrition and emergency shelter are the least funded sectors.   

The Humanitarian Coordinator has approved $9.4 million for 13 emergency response projects ($8.4 million 
allocated to NGOs and $1 million to a UN agency) through the Common Humanitarian Fund. These projects will be 
implemented in all provinces except Mbomou, Haut Mbomou and Bangui. This funding will ensure assistance in 
health, WASH, shelter and NFI, nutrition and protection, targeting about 700,000 people.  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 

cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

 

mailto:fts@un.org
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Humanitarian Response  

 Food Security 

Needs 
 More food assistance and nutrition support are needed following findings of the April 

multi-agency Integrated Phase Classification (IPC), which revealed the precarious 
food security situation. 

 According to the IPC findings, about 45 per cent of the rural population (1.7 million 
people) are food insecure and have been classified in the crisis and emergency 
phases, representing 26 and 19 per cent respectively. The results confirm the 
priorities set up by FAO and partners in terms of targeting for the current agricultural 
campaign. It also shows that the Ouham and Ouham Pende Provinces are the most 
affected regions. 

 During the current planting season, over 80,000 households are receiving crop seeds and tools assistance. An 
additional 20,000 households will be assisted through a second cycle of distributions with late planting crop 
seeds and vegetable seeds.  

 Households affected by the crisis require additional assistance to improve their livelihood immediately after the 
planting season. The objective is to build resilience through activities that will generate regular income before 
the first harvest season, and enable families to purchase food from the market.  

 
Response:   
 Hand tools and 1,800 tons of staple crop seeds will be distributed by FAO and its humanitarian partners by the 

end of May to nearly 80,000 vulnerable families (378 500 people) in 15 provinces countrywide. 
 As of 20 May, all the purchased seeds (1,742 tons) and tools (97 per cent) have been pre-positioned in FAO 

seed-distribution hubs in Bangui, Bambari, Bossangoa and Bouar.  
 NGOs are collecting the inputs in FAO hubs before distributing them to crisis-hit farmers in rural areas. To date, 

Première Urgence, IRC, CORDAID, CRS, COOPI, ACTED, AIEC-MS, CADAPI, the Central African Red Cross, 
Tearfund, Echelle, COHEB, TRIANGLE and Solidarités International have collected the seeds and tools that 
were pre-positioned for them. 

 FAO, ACTED, CORDAID, CRS, CADAPI, AIEC-MS, the Central African Red Cross, Tearfund and Echelle have 
distributed 570,500 tons of seeds and 45,000 tools to 22,823 households in Mbaiki, Bozoum, Bossangoa, 
Bambari, Bangassou and around Bangui. Other NGOs will start distribution operations in the coming days in 
Birao, Ndelé, and Kabo. 

 Each family will receive 25 kgs of seeds and two hoes to plant in time and produce their own food. Crops 
harvested will contribute to feed each family for around four months. All seeds will be distributed to affected 
people by 31 May, if the security situation allows. Assisted farmers are also receiving food rations from WFP to 
prevent seed consumption.  

 Between 1 and 17 May, WFP and partners distributed approximately 930 MT of food to 73,000 people 
countrywide.  

 The third Food Security Cluster newsletter is being produced. 
 GPS data has been collected and maps produced for the perimeter of the market gardening area at the airport 

zone. 
 Preparation has been made for a base map on resilience (FAO project). 
 
Gaps 
 Rising levels of insecurity countrywide are a major challenge for the distribution of agricultural inputs. As a 

result, FAO and its partners organize convoys in at-risk areas, particularly in the northern provinces. This 
increases the cost of transportation.  

 Deliveries remain limited due to insecurity along the main road axis, coupled with the lack of service providers 
and logistical assets. 

 WFP’s emergency operation is 67 per cent funded. 
 WFP requires $1 million to strengthen the cluster’s support for six months in collaboration with FAO. 

  

$180 million 
Required to provide food to 
1.25 million targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 

 $79.3 million received 
(44% of funding 
requirements) 

 $100.6 million needed 

$27.5 million 
Required to provide WASH 
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 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs 
 The need to improve the quality of latrines constructed, particularly regarding 

drainage, in order to reduce the infiltration of rain.  
 Need to continue supporting the national water agency in Bouar, Bossangoa, Berberati, Bambari, Bangui, 

Ndele and Carnot in rehabilitating and reactivating water kiosks, and strengthening their capacity to maintain 
and extend their water network. 

 
Response 
 An emergency WASH assessment mission started in Boda last week to strengthen inter-sectoral coordination 

and identify humanitarian needs. 
 The emptying of latrines is ongoing in the Don Bosco IDP site. This week, IRAD removed 84 m

3
 of sludge. So 

far, 299 latrines have been emptied and 503 m
3
 de-sludged in eight sites, including the Bangui M’poko airport 

site. 
 In Bossangoa, ACF will assess the water situation in several villages. The CAR water and sanitation agency 

will assess the WASH situation in schools. 
 
Gaps and constraints 
 By the end of May and June, most WASH international NGOs will no longer have funds to continue activities in 

sites. 
 Lack of a WASH contingency plan in the regions outside Bangui.  
 Lack of coordinated operational response in key areas with people at risk, which hampered the synergy 

between humanitarian actors and the application of the “Do No Harm” approach. 
 Lack of clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance in Bangui for returnees. 
 Solid waste and sludge-disposal facilities are inadequate around Bangui and need to be rehabilitated. 
 Oxfam requires funding to ensure de-sludging activities in IDP sites. 

 

Emergency shelter and NFI 

Needs 
 More than 6,000 IDPs in Grimari need shelter assistance. The provision of NFI and 

emergency shelter solutions has been prioritized by the cluster. 
 The IDP site in Bangui’s 3

rd
 district, Ecole Nasridin, has received an influx of new 

IDPs, increasing the total number to over 600 people. A community shelter is 
urgently needed in the school’s courtyard. 

 Ten community shelters are needed on the IDP site in Yakoke, hosting over 600 
recently displaced people. Medium-term shelter assistance is needed for 1,300 IDPs 
who were relocated from PK12 to Kabo and Moyen Sido. 

 Improve the living conditions of IDPs at a transit centre in Carnot and provide NFI assistance. 
 Support the return of at least 17,000 IDPs to their homes through a coordinated shelter-reconstruction 

programme, including technical support and the distribution of materials.  
 
Response:  
 Solidarités, in cooperation with UNICEF’s rapid-response mechanism, provided NFI assistance to more than 

20,000 IDPs in Kaga-Bandoro. 
 ACF is providing NFI and emergency shelter support to the newly arrived IDPs in Bouca. 
 
Gaps and constraints 
 There is a shortage of emergency shelter and NFI stock and pipeline supplies until the end of June. During this 

time, the needs of approximately 43,000 IDPs will not be covered.  
 Due to the volatile security situation, cluster members are unable to assist IDPs who have sought refuge in 

inaccessible areas, particularly in the Ouham and Ouham Pende Provinces.  
 Assessments of shelter in some Bangui neighbourhoods–especially the 3rd district–are impossible due to the 

presence of anti-Balaka militia and violence perpetrated by hostile criminal groups.  
  

 Nutrition 

services to 900,000 targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
 $9.3 million (34% of 

total requirements) 
  $18.1 million 

(remaining needs) 

$33.5 million 
Required to provide 
emergency shelter and NFIs 
to 703,975 vulnerable 
people in 2014. 

 $3.7 million received 
(11% of  funding 
requirements) 

 $29.8 million needed 
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Needs: 

 About 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 
75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the start of the rainy season/hunger gap. 

 About 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 2014.  
 An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent 

and adequately funded pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional 
status during the rainy season. 

 
Response: 

 Since 1 January, 7,853 children have been admitted for SAM treatment, of whom 3,406 have already 
recovered from SAM in CAR. The performance rates are as follows: recovery: 84% (>=75%); death: 2% (<5%); 
default: 17% (<15%). This represents 47 per cent of the SRP target of 16,800 children suffering from SAM. In 
addition, 8,788 children recovered from MAM. Children have been treated with the following performance rates: 
recovery rate: 83.4% (>75%); death: 0.1% (<3%); default: 6.8% (<15%) and non-response rate: 9.5% (<15%).  

 Nutrition supplements were provided to 1,500 malnourished pregnant and lactating women. A total of 3,200 
people living with HIV/AIDS and on ART enrolled in the food-by-prescription activity. 

 Since 1 January, 98,565 children have been screened for malnutrition. This represents 27 per cent of the SRP 
target of 360,000 children. Children received treatment through on-site mobile out-patient therapeutic 
programmes (OTP). Some were also referred for treatment to existing health structures with OTP and 
supplementary feeding programme components. 

 Since 1 January, a monthly average of 25,000 children aged between 6 and 59 months received highly 
nutritious food through WFP’s integrated general food distribution in Bangui, Boda (Lobaye Province), 
Bossangoa (Ouham Province), Bouar (Nana Mambere Province), Bambari (Ouaka Province), Kaga Bandoro 
(Nana Gribizi Province) and Paoua (Ouham Pende Province). 

 In response to the humanitarian situation in Yaloke, UNICEF and WFP provided nutrition supplies to CAP 
ANAMUR to treat 39 cases of SAM and 28 cases of MAM. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Deteriorating security conditions  
 Underfunding 
 Insufficient integration of malnutrition in medical minimum package 
 Insufficient integration of multi-sectoral activities related to infant and young-child feeding programmes in 

emergency situations 
 

 Health 
Needs: 

 Ensure delivery of free, life-saving health care to about 15,000 newly affected 
people in Grimari, Dékoa, Bouka and Kaga bandoro. 

 Identified need for medical assistance and shelter, malnutrition, hygiene and 
sanitation in Yaloke for 628 displaced people in the area. 

 Prevent disease outbreaks by vaccinating vulnerable children, and by strengthening 
the early warning system and response in and outside Bangui. 

 Strengthen preparedness for a possible cholera outbreak in border regions with 
Cameroon, which is experiencing a cholera epidemic. Staff training and community 
awareness on hygiene measures are required.  

Response: 

 Planning of the African vaccination campaign week scheduled for 21 to 25 May, during which the measles-
vaccination campaign will be integrated. 

 Microplanning of a measles-vaccination campaign in response to the measles outbreak in Carnot and Berberati 
(Mambéré Kadéi). The campaign targets 44,290 children, including 43,896 children aged between 6 and 59 
months, and 394 displaced children aged between 6 months and 15 years in IDP sites.  

$22.5 million 
Required to provide nutrition 
services to 361,011 targeted 
vulnerable people out of 
628,000 in 2014. 

 $3 million received 
(13% of total 
requirements) 

 $19.5 million needed 

$64.3 million 
Required to assist 878,000 
targeted people.  

 $13.6 million received 
(21% of funding 
requirements) 

 $50.6 million (funds 
needed) 
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 Assist in relocating 1,352 IDPs from Bangui to Bambari, Kabo and Moyen Sido by organizing medical 
screenings of IDPs upon arrival. About 18 people (including seven with gunshot wounds) were immediately 
referred to health centres for treatment.  

 To support primary health care for IDPs, the cluster is coordinating the provision of basic emergency kits to 
health centres and implementing partners. This will enable access to basic health care for 230,000 people over 
a three-month period. The provision of reproductive health kits will ensure 31,500 deliveries.  

 IFRC is distributing mosquito nets to operational partners in the areas outside of Bangui. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Underfunding limits the expansion of basic services to vulnerable people outside Bangui.  

 Some NGOs have reduced their activities in regional areas due to insecurity and the lack of funding. 

 Insecurity is impeding health-service delivery and health information management. Medical staff are 
increasingly victims of armed attacks; health infrastructures are also affected.  

 Insecurity in the interior is causing the reduction of humanitarian activities to people who need immediate 
assistance.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Establish temporary Safe Learning Spaces (ETAPEs) in IDP sites with age-sensitive 
educational and recreational activities and child-protection services for 362,000 
people in need.  

 Distribute emergency recreational, teaching and learning materials for ETAPEs and 
schools for 362,000 people in need.  

 Psychosocial training for 5,000 teachers is required. 

 School-feeding activities are required, particularly in provinces with a low rate of 
student returns, targeting 400,000 people in need. 

 

Response: 

 Education and protection activities continue in 118 ETAPEs targeting 23,600 children aged between 3 and 18. 

 School-feeding programmes are covering more schools. In addition to 163 schools in Bambari, Bouar and 
Paoua, the programme now provides food to students in 44 schools in Bangui.   

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insecurity is limiting movement, resulting in a lack of information and data outside of Bangui.  

 A limited number of education partners are available for interventions outside of Bangui.  

 Population movement is making the organization of structured education and child-protection activities difficult. 

 The beginning of the rainy season is limiting or delaying the cluster’s activities.  

 Looting of school infrastructure is ongoing in some provinces, especially in Ouaka.  

 To date, the cluster is only 3 per cent funded.  

 

Livelihood/Community Stabilization Cluster 
 

Needs 

 Start community-healing activities to restore social cohesion and reduce community 
tensions across the country. 

 Support community initiatives to revive local economies and create temporary jobs, 
mainly for youths. 

 Mobilize more resources to support civil society and public administration, including the rehabilitation of 
services related to local community governance and the restoration of social ties, citizenship and respect for 
public property. 

Response: 

 To support community stabilization, ACTED is creating temporary jobs through cash-for-work projects for 
young people and women. 

$33 million 
Required to provide 
emergency education to 
350,000 targeted vulnerable 
people out of 400,000 in 
2014. 

 $1 million received  
(3% of funding 
requirements) 

 $32.7 million (funds 
needed)  

$60 million 
Required to provide 
assistance to 2.4 million 
targeted vulnerable people 
out of 3 million in 2014. 
 $2.6 million (4% of  

funding requirements) 
 $57.3 million 

(remaining needs) 
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 About 120 people have been selected to clean roads in Ndres, in Bangui’s 7
th
 district. Fifty people have been 

recruited in Bossangoa.  

 About 150 people are working at the Miskine market and 155 people are collecting waste material in IDP sites. 
These activities (financed by UNDP and CHF) enable each person to earn 2,500 CFA ($5.00) per day. 

 To support social cohesion, Search for Common Ground organized a round table on mutual acceptance among 
all communities in Bangui. Public games were organized to reduce community tensions and foster local conflict 
management at the Bangui M’poko IDP site. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

 Funding is insufficient to create temporary employment for youths (cash for work), and to support income-
generating activities and community efforts to reduce tensions. Restoring social cohesion remains an 
imperative to facilitate operations throughout the country. 

 Insecurity does not allow actors to easily reach all areas of intervention in and outside Bangui. 
 

 

Logistics 

Needs 
 Humanitarian organizations need secure and reliable access to beneficiaries by road 

to maintain operations inside the country.  
 Due to prevailing insecurity outside Bangui and along the roads, air services are 

indispensable to support humanitarian operations. Humanitarian staff require safe 
access to project sites and to transport vital supplies internally and internationally. 

 
Response 
 From 12 to 19 May, UNHAS transported 435 people and 6.3 MT of supplies and 

organized one special flight.  
 Updated information was shared on the Logistics Cluster website regarding UNHAS flights and cluster 

information: http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a  
 The cluster continues to collect and share information regarding the road-transport plans of partners from 

Bangui to various field locations 
 
Gaps and constraints 
 Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering the 

humanitarian logistics chain  
 The rainy season will make operations more difficult, as the road conditions will worsen and subsequently 

prolong transportation time.  
 The number of national service providers has decreased due to the situation.  
 The disruption in jet fuel has not yet been resolved.  
 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Needs 
 Establish functioning, permanent (24/7) communication centres (COMCENs) in all 

common operational areas, as per the Country Minimum Operating Security 
Standards (CMOSS) requirements. 

 
Response 
 A maintenance operation was performed on the Bangui repeater site.  
 Equipment will be pre-positioned in Ndélé as soon as the situation allows.  
 A deployment mission in Kaga Bandoro will be scheduled as soon as security 

conditions permit.  
 All ETC information is available at: http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-

republic 
 

Gaps and constraints:  

$10.2 million 
Required to support 
emergency response in 
2014. 
 $9.83 million received 

(96% of funding 
requirements) 

 $0.37 million (funds 
needed) 

$2 million 
Required to support 
humanitarian response in 
2014.  

 $0.67 million  received  
(35% of funding 
requirements) 

 $1.24 million (funds 
needed) 

http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a
http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic
http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic
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 The lack of secure compounds and/or adequate office space in some common operational locations (Bambari, 
Ndélé and Kaga Bandoro) prevents the installation of ETC equipment and deployment of services. 

 Outside of Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfilment of the C-
MOSS requirements for COMCENs. Planned recruitments have been delayed due to funding constraints. 

 The funding situation remains critical: the cluster is only 35 per cent funded. Additional funding is required to 
maintain operations at their current level. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 

Laura Fultang, Public Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or reliefweb.int 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unocha.org/

