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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 24 (as of 7 May 2014) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 30 April and 7 May 2014. The 

next report will be issued on or around 14 May 2014. 

Highlights 
 

 Following last month’s brutal killings of 16 civilians, including 
three MSF staff, at Boguila hospital, MSF reduced its activities in 
CAR and its related projects in neighbouring countries to 
emergency medical care for one week.  

 Transitional Head of State Ms. Catherine Samba-Panza 
condemned the Boguila attack. 

 PU-AMI condemned the killing of three people who were 
transporting humanitarian supplies from Bangui to Ndele on 30 
April in a clearly marked vehicle.  

 The European Commission is providing an additional €6 million 
(US$ 8.3 million)  to help CAR refugees in Cameroon and Chad. 

 UNICEF confirmed the presence of 53 children associated with 
anti-Balaka groups in Bangui’s PK10 neighbourhood. 

 In response to a measles outbreak, 44,300 children, aged 
between 6 and 59 months, and 394 displaced children, aged 
between 6 months and 14 years, were targeted in IDP sites in a 
measles-vaccination campaign in Carnot and Berberati.  

 

567,600 
IDPs in CAR 
 

142,600 
IDPs in 42 sites in Bangui and 
with host families 
 

US$551 million 
Revised 2014 Strategic 
Response Plan (SRP) 
requirements 
 

1.9 million 
Vulnerable people targeted by 
SRP for humanitarian aid  

30% 
Funding available (about $162 
million) against the revised 
SRP 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need assistance 

Sources: OCHA, CMP, Protection Cluster and FTS 

Situation Overview 
MSF activities in CAR and its related projects in neighbouring countries were reduced to emergency medical care 
for one week. This was in protest against last month’s brutal killings of 16 civilians, including three MSF 
humanitarian workers, at Boguila hospital (Ouham Pende Province). MSF will evaluate the working environment for 
its staff and the potential impact on the future of its medical activities.  
 
In her address to the National Transitional Council on 6 May, Transitional President Samba-Panza’s announced a 
Government reshuffle to make it more inclusive and representative. The event marked her first 100 days in power. 
She condemned the attack on community and humanitarian workers in Boguila.  
 
The security situation continued to deteriorate across CAR. Sporadic attacks persist in Bangui, and tension 
remains high in the 3

rd
 and 5

th
 districts. On 5 May, the presence of ex-Seleka elements was reported in Dekoa 

(Kemo Province), prompting people to flee into the forest for refuge. Many houses along the entrance to Guiffa 
village were burned.  
 
On 5 May, LRA elements attacked and looted Ligoua village, 25 km from Obo (Haut Mbomou Province). This led to 
population displacements into the forest and towards Obo. On 5 May, several ex-Seleka elements were killed 
during armed confrontations between ex-Seleka elements and French troops (Sangaris) in the regions surrounding 



Central African Republic Situation Report No. 24 | 2 
 

 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 

Boguila (Ouham Province). Following this attack, a convoy of six armed vehicles transporting ex-Seleka elements 
arrived in Kabo from Moyenne Sido (Ouham Province) on 6 May. On the same day, armed confrontations between 
anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka elements in Kaga Bandoro (Nana Grebizi Province) caused panic among the 
population.  
 
On 2 May, PU-AMI strongly condemned the killing of three people who were transporting 8 tons of planting seeds 
and Plumpy’nut from Bangui to Ndele (Bamingui Bangoran Province) on 30 April. The truck was clearly marked to 
indicate that it was transporting humanitarian supplies.  
 
UNAIDS highlighted HIV prevalence rates in CAR and called for action to reduce the impact of the crisis on 
people’s access to HIV/AIDS services in CAR. According to the 2010 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, the HIV 
infection prevalence in CAR is among the highest in the subregion, with a 4.9 per cent infection rate among the 15-
to-49 age group. The provinces with the highest rates are Haut Mbomou (11.9 per cent), Haute Kotto (8.5 per 
cent), Nana Mambere and Bangui (7.7 per cent) and Ombella M’poko (5.8 per cent).  
 
IOM’s fourth Return Intention Survey of IDPs in Bangui indicates that the number of IDPs planning to return to their 
places of origin over the next month dropped from 74 per cent in January to 57 per cent in April. Priority needs 
include housing (31.5 per cent), security (26.5 per cent) and non-food relief items (11.1 per cent). Almost all 
respondents are eating less (97 per cent) and using depleted savings to buy food.  
 
According to UNHCR, 355,957 Central Africans have fled CAR to seek refuge in neighbouring countries. They 
include 185,997 in Cameroon, 98,080 in Chad, 56,150 in DR Congo and 15,730 in Congo. 
 
The European Commission is providing an additional €6 million (US$ 8.3 million) to help 100,000 CAR refugees 
who have been forced to flee to Cameroon and Chad.  
 
UNICEF and its partners confirmed the presence of 53 children (46 boys and seven girls) aged between 11 and 17 
years associated with anti-Balaka groups in Bangui’s PK10 neighbourhood. 

Funding 
The Strategic Response Plan requires $551 million. Only 30 per cent of funding has been received. Early recovery, 
education, nutrition and emergency shelter are the least-funded sectors.   

In compliance with the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) vetting and prioritization process, 16 projects were 
presented to the CHF Advisory Board. The OCHA Humanitarian Financing Unit and implementing organizations 
are revising the projects. The finalized projects will be presented to the Humanitarian Coordinator at the end of the 
week for possible approval and signature. 
 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 

cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response  

 Food Security 

Needs 
 More food assistance and nutrition support are needed, particularly ahead of the lean 

season. Since the May-to-November rainy season started earlier this year, pre-
positioning efforts are ongoing. 

 Immediate distribution of agricultural inputs for the current agricultural campaign is 
needed to enable vulnerable farmers to plant in time and produce their own food.  

 Support for short-cycle, nutrient-dense vegetable production, and assistance to 
women’s groups to generate income and restore food security between the next 
planting and harvesting seasons. 

 
Response:   

 As of 30 April, WFP distributed 2,499 tons of food. This is its highest distribution since December 2013, and 
represents an increase of 77 per cent compared with March. In April, nearly 215,000 beneficiaries were 
assisted. 

$180 million 
Required to provide food to 
1.25 million targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 

 $67.6 million  received 
(38% of funding  
requirements) 

 $112 million more  
needed 

http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-CAR-IDP-Return-Intention-Survey-in-Bangui-April-2014.pdf
mailto:fts@un.org
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 Between 1 and 5 May, WFP and partners distributed approximately 200 MT of food to 18,000 people 
countrywide. 

 FAO has procured 1,797 tons of seeds and 150,000 tools for the current agricultural campaign.  

 As of 6 May, 67 per cent of procured seeds are pre-positioned in FAO seed-distribution hubs in Bangui, 
Bambari, Bossangoa and Bouar. The remaining seeds will be stocked by 15 May.  

 NGOs are ensuring the distribution of agricultural inputs. To date, CORDAID, CRS, ACTED, IRC and PU/AMI 
have collected seeds and tools to distribute. In early May, CORDAID and CRS distributed 88 tons of seeds and 
7,000 tools to 3,471 households in Bozoum and Bossangoa. More NGOs will start distributions in the coming 
days, enabling farmers to plant. Targeted farmers are also receiving food rations from WFP to prevent seed 
consumption. 

 
Gaps 

 Pre-positioning of stocks remains limited due to insecurity along the main road axis, coupled with the lack of 
service providers and logistical assets.  

 With the arrival of the rainy season, which coincides with the lean season, food needs and malnutrition rates 
are expected to increase. WFP’s emergency operation is 62 per cent funded, but $40 million is required to 
sustain operations until the end of August. 

 WFP requires $1 million to strengthen the cluster’s support for six months in collaboration with FAO.  

 Rising levels of insecurity countrywide are a major challenge for the distribution of agricultural inputs. Convoys 
in at-risk areas are being closely monitored and coordinated with the African-led international Support Mission 
and other partners.   

 

Protection 

Needs: 
 DDR projects for children associated with armed forces and armed groups are 

required.  
 
Response: 
 UNICEF and its partners (Save the Children, the Ministry of Defence and DDR) 

confirmed the presence of 53 children (46 boys and 7 girls) aged between 11 and 17 
associated with anti-Balaka groups in Bangui’s PK10 neighbourhood. Between 
January and 3 May, 1,035 children (227 girls and 808 boys) have been confirmed 
within the ranks of armed groups in Bangui, Boali, Ngala Fondo, Sibut and Zemio. 

 Psychosocial and socioeconomic support are being provided to reintegrate 237 children registered in the first 
quarter of 2014. Efforts are being made to enable community-based reintegration for the remaining children.  

 Two children associated with armed forces and armed groups have been reunified with their families through a 
DDR project funded by UNICEF and implemented by COOPI. 

 Progress has been made regarding child-friendly spaces (CFS). In addition to the 22 existing CFS managed by 
NGOs, six have been set up in Bangui, managed by Femme Action Plus and Enfant Sans Frontière. In 
Bossangoa, the official openings of five CFS are planned for 7 May, managed by the NGO AFEB. UNICEF is 
funding these initiatives.  

 IOM built two transit centres (covered open-air structures) in Moyen-Sido and Kabo for IDP registration and 
assessment. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 Insecurity hinders humanitarian access to some IDPs. 
 More child-protection actors are urgently needed, particularly outside Bangui. 

 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs 
 Need to support the coexistence of the Muslim community recently relocated in 

Moyen Sido and Kabo by designing a multi-sectoral strategy. Water-resource 
management needs to be assessed in these regions. 

 Implement a more epidemiological and nutritional targeted approach to prioritize 
WASH interventions (reponses should be public-health oriented rather than services 
oriented). 

$74 million 
Required to assist 
2 million targeted vulnerable 
people in 2014. 

 $18.8 million received  
(26% needs covered of 
funding  requirements) 

 $55 million needed 

$27.5 million 
Required to provide WASH 
services to 900,000 targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
 $7.7 million (28% of 

total requirements) 
  $19.7 million 

(remaining needs) 
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 A WASH assessment conducted in Kaga Bandoro by an inter-agency humanitarian team in mid-March 
revealed that 70 per cent of water points are non-functional or in urgent need of rehabilitation. Sanitation 
facilities also need to be improved. 

 In Bangui, about 750 tons of solid waste per day needs to be collected, transformed and disposed.  
 The need to empty latrines in IDP sites is becoming a high priority. 
 In compliance with SPHERE standards and in mitigation of a cholera-outbreak risk, distributed water needs to 

have an adequate amount of chlorine. Hand-washing stations should have soap and water. 
 
Response 
 An emergency WASH response started 10 days ago to ensure that basic WASH services are available to the 

recently relocated IDPs in Moyen Sido and Kabo, covering about 1,200 people. 
 An emergency WASH response in the Kaga Bandoro and Berberati IDP sites has started with water supply and 

sanitation activities, covering about 18,600 people. 
 In Bossangoa and Bouar, the national water agency (SODECA) received consumables to manage the water 

system in both cities. WASH partners in Bouar are assessing the water supply to the population.  
 The SODECA water-supply network at the Bangui airport site is fully operational, reducing the need for water-

trucking activities. 
 A joint assessment with SODECA was undertaken to identify and mobilize essential resources to connect IDP 

sites to the SODECA network and reduce the volume of water trucking in Bangui.  
 

Gaps and constraints 
 Lack of a WASH contingency plan in the regions outside Bangui.  
 Lack of coordinated operational response in key areas with people at risk, which hampered the synergy 

between humanitarian actors and the application of the “Do No Harm” approach. 
 Lack of clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance in Bangui. 
 Logistical constraints are hampering the operationalization of response outside Bangui. Transport and storage 

capacity are key issues that need to be addressed urgently.  
 Solid waste and sludge-disposal facilities are inadequate around Bangui; they need to be rehabilitated. 

 

Emergency shelter and NFI 

Needs 
 Construct additional community shelters in Kabo and Moyen Sido to host relocated 

Muslim IDPs. 
 Provide NFI assistance to some 6,000 IDPs from various villages in the Bossangoa 

region who are hosted in Nana Bakassa, Bangui and Benzembe. 
 Improve the living conditions of IDPs in the Carnot transit centre and provide NFI 

assistance.  
 Assess the situation of newly displaced people in Berberati and the Kaga Bandoro 

region. 
 Assess the technical aspects of eight potential IDP-relocation sites. 
 
Response 
 Two community shelters constructed in Kabo and four in Moyen Sido to host relocated IDPs from PK12. 
 RRM/ACF assessed IDPs’ needs in Berberati and distributed NFIs to 344 new IDPs.  
 RRM/ACF carried out a needs assessment in three sites in Kaga Bandoro (Nana Grebizi): Nativité, Evêché and 

Bissingale village. It revealed that 3,700 families need NFIs and community shelter. 
 An assessment of eight potential relocation sites was carried out. Four were technically approved.  
 IOM provided two truckloads of firewood to the Muslim community in Boda to be used mainly as cooking fuel. 

Due to security concerns, Muslim community members cannot venture beyond their enclave to collect 
firewood. IOM provided eight tarpaulins to this community to use as protective covers for the health post. 

 
Gaps and constraints 
 Movement to the regions outside Bangui is hampered by a fuel shortage and subsequent temporary 

suspension of UNHAS flights.  
 Humanitarian response is hindered by insecurity. This limits access to people in need, particularly in the 

Ouham and Ouham Pende Provinces.  
 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

$31.7 million 
Required to provide 
emergency shelter and NFIs 
to 703,975 vulnerable 
people in 2014. 

 $4 million received 
(12% of  funding 
requirements) 

 $27.6 million  needed 
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Needs 
 Prepare an action plan based on the M’Poko Rainy Season Contingency Plan and 

findings of the recently completed technical assessments of proposed alternative 
sites.   

 Population and sectoral data in Bangui IDP sites need to be verified.  
 Improve two-way communication with displaced people in sites.  
 Strengthen coordination with humanitarian actors and national authorities in relation 

to displacement sites.  
 Extend the coverage of CCCM actors and support throughout the country. 

 
Response:  
 In preparation for the rainy season, findings of multi-sectoral assessments (WASH, CCCM, shelter and 

protection) are being incorporated into an updated contingency plan for potential relocation sites for IDPs.   
 A data-quality and verification initiative is almost complete for displacement sites in Bangui. Population and 

sectoral data are being verified through site visits, the review of the data-collection process and the updating of 
site information.  

 CCCM actors are working with local radio stations to improve IDPs’ access to information about 
their neighbourhoods of origin.   

 OCHA and the cluster have finalized guidelines for a communication strategy in all sites.   
 

Gaps and Constraints:  
 With the onset of the rainy season, quick remedial action is required in at-risk IDP sites.  
 Limited funding continues to challenge communication with IDPs and site management. 
 There is a limited number of CCCM partners engaged in activities outside of Bangui. 

 

 Multi-sector assistance to refugees 

Needs 
 Organize emergency voluntary repatriation by boat and plane for refugees under 

immediate threat and wishing to return home.  
 Find alternative solutions for refugees under imminent threat and who cannot return 

to their home country or stay in CAR. 
 Provide basic services (such as education, health) for urban refugees living in 

Bangui and those living in camps in Bambari and Zemio.  
 Help refugees to become self-reliant after having their livelihoods destroyed or being 

threatened by the crisis.  
 
Response 
 Since the launch of the voluntary repatriation programme on 10 April, some 6,200 Congolese refugees from the 

Batalimo refugee camp have been repatriated to Libengue in DRC as of 6 May. Voluntary repatriation ends this 
week. This operation is being carried out with the support of the National Commission for Refugees in Central 
Africa and Congolese Government officials. 

 
Gaps 
Security risks continue to increase. Evacuation solutions are needed for refugees who cannot return to their 

country of origin or stay in CAR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Health 

$20 million  
Required to assist  
501,980 people. 

 No funding allocations  
reported by the cluster  

$20 million  
Required to assist 16,581 
refugees 

 $2.4 million received 
(12% of funding 
requirements) 

 $17 million (funds 
needed) 
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Needs: 

 Ensure delivery of free, life-saving health care to about 15,000 newly affected 
people in Grimari, Dékoa, Bouka and Kaga Bandoro. 

 Prevent disease outbreaks by vaccinating vulnerable children, and by strengthening 
the early warning system and response in and outside Bangui. 

 Strengthen preparedness for a possible cholera outbreak in border regions with 
Cameroon, which is currently experiencing a cholera epidemic. Staff training and 
community awareness on hygiene measures are required.  

Response: 

 Microplanning of a measles-vaccination campaign in response to the measles outbreak in Carnot and Berberati 
(Mambéré Kadéi). The campaign targets 44,290 children, including 43,896 children aged between f 6 and 59 
months, and 394 displaced children aged between 6 months and 14 years in IDP sites.  

 Assist in relocating 1,352 IDPs from Bangui to Bambari, Kabo and Moyen Sido by organizing medical 
screenings of IDPs upon arrival. About 18 people (including seven with gunshot wounds) were immediately 
referred to health centres for treatment.  

 To support primary health care for IDPs, the cluster is coordinating the provision of basic emergency kits to 
health centres and implementing partners. This will enable access to basic health care for 230,000 people over 
a three-month period. The provision of reproductive health kits will ensure 31,500 deliveries.  

 IOM is running mobile health clinics in Boda through the services of one nurse practitioner and six locally hired 
nurses and nurse assistants. Over the past week, 270 consultancies were provided, including minor surgeries, 
at five IDP sites and the Boda hospital. The most frequently diagnosed illnesses include malaria, diarrhoeal 
illness and acute respiratory infection. Severe acute malnutrition is common in children under age 5. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Underfunding limits the expansion of basic services to vulnerable people outside Bangui.  
 Some NGOs have suspended their operations due to the lack of funding. 
 Insecurity is impeding health-service delivery and health information management. Medical staff are 

increasingly victims of armed attacks; health infrastructures are also affected.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Establish temporary Safe Learning Spaces (ETAPEs) in IDP sites with age-sensitive 
educational and recreational activities and child-protection services for 362,000 
people in need.  

 Distribute emergency recreational, teaching and learning materials for ETAPEs and 
schools for 362,000 people in need.  

 Psychosocial training for 5,000 teachers is required. 
 School-feeding activities are required, particularly in provinces with a low rate of 

student returns, targeting 400,000 people in need. 

Response: 

 Education and protection activities continue in 118 ETAPEs targeting 23,600 children aged between 3 and18. 
 In Bangui, 42 participants from 30 Education Cluster member organizations attended a three-day workshop on 

education in emergencies. The main topics included the minimal standards for education in emergencies, 
mechanisms for ETAPE management, psychological support for children, violation of children’s rights, and the 
coordination and management of IDP sites. The workshop is expected to strengthen education emergency 
response programmes implemented by cluster members. 

 In Bambari, members of seven Parent Teacher Associations received training on implementing income-
generating activities.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Insecurity is limiting movement, resulting in a lack of information and data outside of Bangui.  
 A limited number of education partners are available for interventions outside of Bangui.  
 Population movement is making the organization of structured education and child-protection activities difficult. 
 The beginning of the rainy season is limiting or delaying the cluster’s activities.  
 Looting of school infrastructure is ongoing in some provinces, especially in Ouaka.  
 To date, the cluster is only 3 per cent funded.  
 

$56.4 million 
Required to assist 878,000 
targeted people.  

 $12 million received 
(22% of funding 
requirements) 

 $44 million (funds 
needed) 

$28.6 million 
Required to provide 
emergency education to 
350,000 targeted vulnerable 
people out of 400,000 in 
2014. 

 $1 million received  
(3% of funding 
requirements) 

 $27.6 million (funds 
needed)  
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Logistics 

Needs 
 Humanitarian organizations need secure and reliable road access to beneficiaries by 

road to maintain operations within the country.  
 Due to prevailing insecurity outside Bangui, air services are indispensable to 

humanitarian operations. Humanitarian staff require safe access to project sites and 
to transport vital supplies internally and internationally. 

 
Response 
 Updated information has been shared on the cluster’s website regarding UNHAS 

flights and Logistics Cluster information. http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a  
 The cluster collected and shared information regarding the road-transport plan of partners from Bangui to 

various field locations.  
 The cluster has shared information on local suppliers with its partners.  
 
Gaps and constraints 
 Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering the 

humanitarian logistics chain.  
 The rainy season will hamper logistics efforts, as many roads will become impassable.  
 The number of national service providers has decreased due to the situation in the country.  
 There is no fuel network outside of Bangui. Consequently, pre-positioned stocks are necessary in the 

prefectures.  
 Disruption in the provision of kerosene (Jet A1) is temporarily affecting air services. During this time, air 

services are provided only for emergency and medical evacuations until solutions are found.  
 The cluster is working closely with its partners to assess available logistics capacities and potential gaps, 

particularly in terms of secondary transport and warehousing. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Needs 
 Establish functioning, permanent (24/7) communication centres (COMCENs) in all 

common operational areas, as per the Country Minimum Operating Security 
Standards (CMOSS) requirements. 

 
Response 
 Equipment will be pre-positioned in Ndélé as soon as the situation allows.  
 A deployment mission in Kaga Bandoro was postponed due to operational 

constraints. It will be rescheduled as soon as possible.  
 All ETC information is available at:  

http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic 
 

Gaps and constraints:  
 The lack of secure compounds and/or adequate office space in some common operational locations (Bambari, 

Ndélé and Kaga Bandoro) prevents the installation of ETC equipment and deployment of services.  
 Outside of Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfilment of the C-

MOSS requirements for COMCENs. Planned recruitments have been delayed due to funding constraints. 
 The funding situation remains critical; the project has only received 18.7 per cent of requirements. Additional 

funding is required to maintain operations at their current level. 
 
 

$10.2 million 
Required to support 
emergency response in 
2014. 
 $7 million received 

(69% of funding 
requirements) 

 $3.2 million (funds 
needed) 

$2 million 
Required to support 
humanitarian response in 
2014.  

 $1.6 million  received  
(76% of funding 
requirements) 

 $0.52 million (funds 
needed) 

For further information, please contact: 

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Tel: +236 70 55 41 41 

Laura Fultang, Public Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or reliefweb.int 

http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a
http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unocha.org/

