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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No.18 (as of 26 March 2014) 

This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 19 and 26 March 2014. The 
next report will be issued on or around 2 April 2014. 

Highlights  
• Renewed violence across the country marked the anniversary of the 24 

March seizure of power by the ex-Seleka. 
• In Bangui, violence reversed the trend of IDPs returning home and led to 

humanitarian access limitations. The number of IDPs in Bangui increased 
again from 177,000 to approximately 200,000. 

• The CAR Red Cross reported that at least 18 people were killed between 22 
and 23 March.    

• Only 22 per cent of the CAR Strategic Response Plan (SRP) of US$551 
million has been disbursed or committed. Renewed support to the Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF) in 2014 has enabled a special allocation of almost 
$5 million to multiple projects. Additional pledges made are urgently needed 
ahead of the rainy season to support returns and assist vulnerable groups. 
 

625,000 
IDPs in CAR  
 

200,000 
IDPs in 42 sites in 
Bangui  
 

$551 million  
Revised 2014 SRP requirements  
 

1.9 million 
Vulnerable people targeted by 
SRP for humanitarian aid  

22% 
Funding available 
(about $113.8 million) 
against the revised 
SRP 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need 
assistance 

Sources: OCHA, CMP, Protection Cluster and FTS 

Situation Overview 
24 March marked one year since the ex-Seleka rebellion seized power against a backdrop of increased violence 
and insecurity in the capital and across the country. The CAR Red Cross reported that at least 18 people were 
killed between 22 and 23 March. In Bangui, violence reversed a trend of IDPs returning home on a large scale. For 
the first time in many weeks, the number of IDPs in Bangui increased from 177,000 to approximately 200,000. If 
violence continues, it will limit humanitarian access and undermine humanitarian response efforts to stabilize 
communities and support returns. It will also lead to a dramatic increase in the estimated numbers of IDPs who 
cannot return home before the rainy season starts in mid-April. In this case, they would have to relocate in even 
larger numbers. If this process cannot be managed in time, some IDPs may stay behind in overcrowded sites.  
 
Conflict has been ongoing in Bangui since 21 March when anti-Balaka militia attacked the predominantly Muslim 
neighbourhood of KM5 (3rd district) in an attempt to take control of the zone. Hostilities continue with the use of light 
and heavy weapons. As a result of this increasing violence, Operation Sangaris declared a red alert in Bangui, 
recommending that international actors use bullet-proof jackets. On 24 March, a MISCA peacekeeper was killed in 
Boali, 80 km north of Bangui. Twenty-one MISCA troops have now died in CAR since the crisis began.  
 
Ms. Ertharin Cousin, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), visited CAR from 18 to 20 
March. This marked the first time that a WFP Executive Director has visited the country. Her mission aimed to keep 
the population’s plight on the international community’s radar, and to raise awareness of the regional dimension of 
the CAR crisis. She also highlighted resource mobilization challenges, underscored the importance of pre-
positioning stocks before the rainy season begins, and highlighted the critical need for the safe passage of 
humanitarian goods.   
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On 21 March, the Senior Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) in CAR, Mr. Abdou Dieng, participated in the fourth 
meeting of the international contact group held in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo. Participants noted that despite 
the improvement in the security environment, the humanitarian situation remains a source of concern due to 
massive displacement of the civilian population. The next meeting will be held in Addis Ababa in June.  

Funding 
The humanitarian community in CAR needs over $551 million to provide assistance to 1.9 million people during 
2014, as part of the revised CAR SRP. However, only 22 per cent has been disbursed or committed. Renewed 
support to the CHF in 2014 has enabled a special allocation of almost $5 million to multiple projects. 

On 17 March, the HC announced that the CAR CHF has $2 million in the emergency window. An Emergency 
Telecommunications Cluster project to equip the communication centres in Bossangoa, Bouar and Paoua has 
been approved. The HC launched an appeal for the submission of WASH and emergency education projects. This 
will ensure a comprehensive and multi-sectorial response to the urgent needs of vulnerable people in Boda. 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 
 

Humanitarian response 
 

 Health  
Needs:  

• Mapping of health resources available to plan early recovery interventions for the 
health system.  

• Ensure delivery of free life-saving health care to affected people in priority areas. 
• Prevent disease outbreaks by immunizing vulnerable children, and by strengthening 

the early warning system and response in Bangui and the rest of the country.  

Response: 

• Health Resources Availability Mapping System data collection began on 19 March in 
Bangui and will continue countrywide.  Final results are expected in mid-April.  

• From 10 to 16 March, medical partners conducted 13,408 medical consultations, 1,338 antenatal consultations 
and 221 deliveries (including nine caesarean sections) among IDPs in Bangui and the Ombella Mpoko 
Province.  

• Since the crisis response began, sentinel sites have cumulatively reported 177,130 medical consultations, 
14,612 antenatal consultations and 2,031 deliveries (including 97 caesareans). 

• Delivery of free life-saving health care to affected people in IDP sites continues. 
• ACF is assisting malnourished children in Boda, while mobile teams are operational in IDP sites. This follows a 

health-and-nutrition mission from 15 to 17 March 2014, which revealed critical needs in Boda. 
• Cholera contingency-planning activities are under way in collaboration with the WASH Cluster. 
• Save the Children International has donated an equipped ambulance to Nana Mambere Provincial Health 

Services. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Shortages of essential drugs and vaccines for routine immunization reported in health services. 
• The health sector remains underfunded, restricting the expansion of basic social services to vulnerable people 

outside Bangui. 
• Insecurity is impeding health-service delivery and health information management. 
• At the onset of the rainy season, treated mosquito nets are not yet available for 

regions outside of Bangui. 

 Food Security  
Needs:  

• More nutrition-and-food assistance is needed, particularly ahead of the lean season. 
The pre-positioning of stocks is crucial ahead of the rainy season from May to 
November.  

• Crisis-hit farmers urgently need agricultural inputs to resume agricultural production and avoid a deterioration 
of food insecurity. Support to affected communities immediately after the agricultural season is urgently 

$56.4 million 
Required to assist 878,000 
targeted vulnerable people 
out of 2.5 million who need 
urgent health care in 2014.  
� $11.8 million (21% 

needs covered of total 
requirements)  

� $44.5 million (remaining 
needs)  

$180 million 
Required to provide food to 
1.25 million targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
� $44.3 million (25% of 

total requirements)  
� $135.6 million 

(remaining needs) 
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required to increase their resilience to future shocks through the diversification, accumulation and protection of 
assets. 

Response: 

• On 21 March, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Ministry of Agriculture distributed 
agricultural kits in Bangui to 100 women farmers from all 16 provinces in CAR. Each beneficiary received 25 kg 
of maize seeds and two hoes.  

• FAO is finalizing the purchase of 1,800 tons of seeds in CAR, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Cameroon. Cluster partners will distribute these inputs countrywide to 105,000 of the targeted 150,000 
households, starting from mid-April. 

• WFP is expanding its assistance to reach vulnerable people in remote or isolated areas. Over the past week, 
distributions took place in Bangui, Bouar, Bossangoa and Bambari.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• WFP’s emergency operation is only 35 per cent funded and will face a severe pipeline break if more 
contributions are not received. To avoid cutting rations or discontinuing assistance, a further commitment of 
$70 million is urgently required to sustain operations until the end of August.  

• Funds are urgently required to enable large-scale pre-positioning to ensure timely assistance to people in need 
during the rainy and lean season.  

• WFP requires $1 million to strengthen the Food Security Cluster’s support for six-months, in collaboration with 
FAO.  

• FAO still needs $7.5 million to support the remaining 45,000 households with agricultural inputs. An additional 
$12.5 million is required to provide continued support to the population immediately after the agricultural 
season through asset diversification, accumulation and protection to increase resilience. 

Protection  
Needs:  

• Villages along the northern region of Bossangoa remain vulnerable to attacks, 
particularly by ex-Seleka elements. 

• Inter-community violence has been identified in some regions outside of Bangui, 
particularly in south-western CAR, where a humanitarian presence is required to 
provide multi-sectorial assistance. Three regions have been prioritized: Boda, 
Berberati and Carnot. 

Response: 

• Increased presence of international forces needed to protect people at risk of attack, notably in Kouki village 
(Nana-Bakassa sub-Province) and Boda.  

• Since December 2013, 669 unaccompanied and separated children have been identified, and 421 were 
reunified with their families by the various child-protection partners, including IRC, Save the Children and SOS 
Village. 

• Since December 2013 in Bouar, 60 unaccompanied and separated children were identified by child-protection 
partners, including Save the Children. Four children were reunified, and 28 children were relocated from CAR 
to Cameroon for protection reasons, with the support of MISCA forces. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Action plans have not yet been established for the Berberati and Carnot regions, where people require multi-
sectorial assistance. 
 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs: 

• Need to continue improving access to water, basic sanitation services and hygiene 
practices for 900,000 affected people.  

• WASH conditions in the majority of IDP sites still do not meet the required minimum 
standards.  

• Extension of WASH response to cover returnees’ needs following a significant 
decrease in the number of IDPs.  

• Need to scale-up the response and presence of WASH actors in rural areas.  

$74 million 
Required to assist 
2 million targeted vulnerable 
people in need in 2014. 
� $5.4 million (7% needs 

covered of total 
requirements) 

� $68.5million (remaining 
needs) 

$27.5 million 
Required to provide WASH 
services to 900,000 targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
� $7.7 million (28% of 

total requirements) 
�  $19.7 million 

(remaining needs) 



Central African Republic Situation Report No. 18 | 4 
 

 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 

Response: 

• WASH Cluster partners continue to improve the delivery of WASH services in IDP sites in Bangui. They are 
also making progress towards achieving SPHERE standards for 176,000 IDPs. 

• WASH Cluster partners continue to work with the CAR water distribution company (SODECA) to improve water 
distribution systems in Bangui, Bossangoa, Bouar, Bambari and Carnot. 

• The French Red Cross has constructed six boreholes on the Bambari-Alindao axis, restoring access to safe 
drinking water for 3,000 people.  

• In response to needs identified during a WASH assessment mission in Boda from 12 to 14 March, a partner 
has been selected to implement WASH activities.   

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Lack of funding to continue existing activities and implement new ones is problematic, particularly in light of 
MSF’s withdrawal from water and sanitation activities in Bangui and Bossangoa.  

• With the lack of funding beyond mid-April, there is a major risk of needing to downsize the humanitarian 
response.  

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

• Identify alternative sites in anticipation of IDPs remaining in non-viable displacement 
sites after the rainy season starts.  

• Support voluntary returns from displacement sites when possible by disseminating 
effective information about peace, reconciliation, livelihoods, shelter and other social-
infrastructure activities taking place in Bangui and throughout the country.  

• Improve security and rule of law in displacement sites. 

Response: 

• Potential relocation sites are being identified by CCCM coordinators in  collaboration with the Office of the 
Mayor of Bangui and possibly the Catholic Church. This will enable the transfer of people who cannot return 
home from the M’Poko site before the rainy season.  

• Some 36 community representatives from 19 sites that do not have a dedicated site-management agency 
attended the one-day training organized by CCCM actors. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Improved security and policing are required in sites and neighbourhoods in Bangui due to increased 
criminality—some of which targets humanitarian workers. 

• Need for dedicated site management, at least for the largest sites.  
• The number of CCCM actors and capacities is improving. However, limited funding continues to challenge 

communication and coordination at the site level. 
 
 

 Nutrition  

Needs:  
• About 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 

75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the start of the rainy season/hunger gap. 

• Approximately 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 
2014. 

• An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent and adequately funded 
pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional status during the rainy season.  

 
Response: 

$20 million  
Required to assist all 
501,980 vulnerable people 
in need in 2014. 

$22 million 
Required to provide nutrition 
services to 361,011 targeted 
vulnerable people out of 
628,000 in 2014. 
� $2.1 million (10% 

needs of total 
requirements) 

� $19.8 million 
(remaining needs)  
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• Since 1 January, 4,483 children have been admitted for SAM treatment, of whom 1,670 children have already 
recovered from SAM in CAR. This represents 86 per cent of the 100-day-plan target of 5,200 children suffering 
from SAM.  

• Since 1 January, 78,962 children have been screened for malnutrition in CAR. About 2,016 severely 
malnourished children (2.6 per cent) and 3,418 moderately malnourished children (4.3 per cent)  were detected 
and received treatment through on-site mobile out-patient therapeutic programmes (OTP). Some were also 
referred for treatment to existing health structures with OTP and supplementary feeding programme (SFP) 
components. 

• A total of 475 children under age 5 (6-59 months) have been screened in a displacement site hosting minority 
populations in Boda. The process of screening continues this week, but 24 of SAM cases, or 5 per cent of the 
total, have been admitted for therapeutic treatment. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Coverage of health centres with Community Management of Acute Malnutrition services remains low. This 
urgently needs to be scaled up before the rainy season in priority provinces, including Ombella M’Poko, Nana-
Gribizi, Vakaga, Ouham, Nana-Mambere, Kemo, Mambere-Kadei, Ouham Pende, Ouaka and Basse Kotto. 

• Limited funding for nutrition activities is compromising the delivery of life-saving activities, both for the 
prevention and treatment of malnutrition. 

• Access to food in some IDP sites remains challenging. This will affect the nutritional status of IDPs, especially 
the most vulnerable (children under age 5 and pregnant and lactating women). 

• There is a lack of activities in IDP sites addressing the protection, promotion and support of appropriate infant 
and young-child feeding in emergencies, which is a life-saving intervention. 

• The rainy season begins in April and the window for pre-positioning inputs is closing fast. 
• About $22 million is requested for the nutrition response, of which $10 million is required before the end of 

March. 

 

Livelihood/Community Stabilization Cluster 

Needs 

• Start community-healing activities to restore social cohesion and reduce community 
tensions across the country. 

• Support community initiatives to revive local economies and create temporary jobs, 
mainly for youths. 

• Mobilize more resources to support civil society and public administration, including 
the rehabilitation of services related to local community governance and the 
restoration of social ties, citizenship and respect for public property. 

Response: 

• Within the framework of supporting social cohesion within communities, MISCA forces are sensitizing 
community leaders including Christians, Muslims, youths and women in the 3rd district of Bangui on peaceful 
coexistence and mutual acceptance.  

• In the 3rd, 4th, 7th and 8th districts of Bangui, Search for Common Ground is training journalists on producing 
messages on peace for broadcast through various media platforms. Youths also learn how to develop banners 
bearing peace messages, and community leaders and civil-society actors receive training on peace and conflict 
resolution.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding is insufficient to create temporary employment for youths (cash for work), and to support income-
generating activities and community efforts to reduce tensions. The restoration of social cohesion remains an 
imperative to facilitate operations throughout the country. 

• Insecurity hinders activities in some areas inside and outside Bangui. 

$60 million 
Required to provide 
assistance to 2.4 million 
targeted vulnerable people 
out of 3 million in 2014. 
� $1 million (2% needs of 

total requirements) 
� $59 million (remaining 

needs) 

$10.2 million 
Required to support 
emergency response in 
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Logistics  
Needs 

• Humanitarian organizations need secure and reliable road access to people in need 
to maintain operations within the country.  

• Due to prevailing insecurity in the regions outside of Bangui, the provision of air services is deemed 
indispensable to support humanitarian operations. Humanitarian staff require safe access to project-
implementation sites and to transport vital supplies, both internally and internationally. 

Response: 

• From 17 to 23 March, UNHAS transported 443 people and 8,937 kg of supplies.  
• UNHAS flight schedules have been posted on the Logistics Cluster website http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a and 

shared with the UNHAS user group. UNHAS has three aircraft in service and continues flights to Douala.  
• The Logistics Cluster has updated and shared the Transport Movement Plan with partners.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering transportation 
and rehabilitation opportunities.  

• A significant number of bridges and barges are damaged and in need of repair.  
• Fuel shortages are not uncommon and necessitate pre-positioned stocks and resupplying by road.  
• UNHAS requires an additional $1.2 million for the remainder of the project. 

 

Emergency Telecommunications 
Needs: 

• Establish functioning, permanent (24/7) communication centres (COMCENs) in all 
common operational areas, as per the Country Minimum Operating Security 
Standards (C-MOSS) requirements. 

Response:  

• The cluster continues to support radio programming for humanitarian organizations 
operating in Bangui. NGOs can contact the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) team or UNDSS to 
request assistance with using the dedicated NGO radio channel 11. 

• ETC has established an operational Communication Centre in Bossagoa with two channels (3 and 5).  
• On 18 March, UNDSS deployed two radio operators to Bossangoa.   
• All ETC information is available at http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-

republic 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• The lack of secure compounds in some common operational locations prevents the installation of ETC 
equipment and deployment of services.  

• Outside of Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfilment of the C-
MOSS requirements for COMCENs. Planned recruitments have been delayed due to funding constraints. 

• The cluster is critically underfunded. The Logistics Cluster and ETC need $6.8 million to sustain operations. 

General Coordination 
An inter-agency multi-sector assessment team was deployed to Carnot (Mambéré-Kadéï Province) from 18 to 21 
March to determine needs and mobilize immediate humanitarian assistance, and to inform possible future in-depth 
evaluations.  
 
Preliminary findings include the immediate need for international forces to provide protection in Djomo village (100 
km from Carnot), where only 150 out of 300 Muslims are still present; the urgent need to provide humanitarian 
assistance, particularly protection, child protection, family reunification, food, WASH and health services to the 
residents of Carnot and surrounding areas, including an estimated 1,000 Muslims in the IDP church site; and 
continued advocacy to MISCA and Sangaris forces to continue ensuring civilian protection in Carnot and 
surrounding areas.  
 

2014 
� $5.8 million (57% of 

total requirements)  
� $4.3 million (remaining 

needs)  

$1.9 million 
Required to support 
humanitarian response in 
2014  
� 42% of needs covered 

out of total requirements 
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An action plan for Carnot was presented to the Humanitarian Country Team, and assistance will be mobilized as of 
27 March.  
 
An inter-agency mission was organized to Kabo, Moyen Sido (Ouham Province) and Sido (Chad) from 21 to 23 
March 2014 to assess the situation of displaced people.  
 
In Moyen Sido, the mission noted that all the displaced families are Central Africans comprising mostly women and 
children, the majority of whom are from Bangui. They cited insecurity as the reason for their displacement. The 
mission highlighted the need for these people to be registered concomitantly with the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance.  
 
Regarding the possibility of relocating people from the Bangui neighbourhood of PK 12, the mayors of Kabo and 
Moyen Sido responded favourably to hosting them. Three sites have been identified with the capacity to host these 
IDPs: one in Kabo and two in Moyen Sido.  
 
There are 10,000 people in the Sido camp. Multi-sectorial needs were identified in Kabo and Moyen Sido, and 
humanitarian assistance is crucial ahead of the rainy season.  
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Barbara Shenstone, Head of Office, Shenstone@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 
Emmanuelle Schneider, Public Information Unit, schneider1@un.org, Tel: + 236 72 68 00 67 
Laura Fultang, Public Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64  
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or reliefweb.int 


