
Dear readers, 

It is with great pleasure that we share with you the first special bulletin about the humanitarian actors’ activities 
on the ground and the direct outcomes of the interventions on the beneficiary populations. This bulletin results 
from a joint initiative between OCHA and the implementing partners. 

In the issue we will focus on two stories, one of which is about a food security program strengthening the 
livelihoods piloted by OXFAM and benefiting 151, 000 vulnerable people in the Kayes region and a school and 
psychological support program implemented by Plan International in the Segou region benefiting 1,000 
displaced children.  

These two programs are intervening in a context characterized by the continued  nutrition and food crisis as 
well as the humanitarian needs caused by the instability in the North of the country. 

The conflict in the north has affected more than 1.7 million people, limiting their access to basic social services 
and causing the displacement of 409,949 of which 198, 558 internal displaced people and 211,391 refugees in 
Burkina Faso, Niger and Mauritania. 

As a reminder, this northern crisis was coupled with a food and nutrition crisis which continues to affect more 
than 2.6 million people nationwide. 

In 2012 the humanitarian actors in Mali have called for funding worth $214 million. Up to date, this appeal is 
funded up to 62%; ie, $133 million, which have been mobilized. For the year 2013, the humanitarian community 
is seeking $ 370 million throughout the humanitarian appeal for funding. This appeal includes 139 projects 
submitted by 54 UN agencies and NGOs intervening in Mali.

I hope you will find the information provided in this bulletin useful. 

Happy New Year to all of you!

Fernando Arroyo 

Head of Office, OCHA Mali
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« 2012 has been an excep-
tional year. For 30 years we 
had not experienced a 
situation like this. The popu-
lation needed a lot of help 
this year and the Oxfam 
project helped slow down the 
exodus». 

Fodé  Boubou Konaté, 
bureau chief of Stop Sahel in 
Kayes – Mali 
 

In Mello, a village of the commune of Sero Diamanou located 70 kilometers from Kayes, Fatoumata Tall, 
great grandmother aged 60, mother of six, is living with three of her daughters and their children. She 
talks about her husband, old and blind who does not provide any rescue. In general, she says, it is one 
of her daughters who helps her farm the peanut field ; of which the harvest serves to feed the family 
while part of the seeds are conserved.
 

« In 2011, I planted, it did not rain. With his millet field, my son 
faced similar challenges. With no water, nothing germinated. The 
distribution of purchase vouchers took place at the right time and 
we were able to purchase millet, rice, peanut and oil. Some people 
were no longer consuming rice or oil, and could spend an entire 
week without cooking dinner. Today, thank goodness, things are 
better » according to her. 

Oxfam is expecting to provide assistance to some 151,000 people in Kayes under its 
emergency food security program

Kayes is the first administrative region of Mali, located in the west, at the Senegal and Mauritanian border with 
some 2 million inhabitants essentially Malinke, Peulh, Soninke, and Maure generating their revenues from agricul-
ture, animal husbandry, fishing and small commerce. However, the « hostile » climate, while altering the living 
conditions, does not make it easy to conduct activities. In 2011-2012, poor rainfall combined with higher cereal 
prices, has reduced the household revenues while modifying the number of daily meals in the most deprived 
areas. 
Oxfam aimed at alleviating the suffering endured by the most vulnerable people by intervening in the circles of 
Kayes and Yelimane, precisely in the communes of Sero Diamanou and Koussané (circle of Kayes), and the 
communes of Gory, Guidimé, Kirané, Kremis, Sompu and Fanga (circle of Yélimané).
Oxfam’s emergency program in Kayes is composed of three parts, namely cash and purchase voucher distribu-
tion to meet basic needs and protect the livelihoods ; agriculture through the distribution of seeds and tools to 
allow beneficiaries resume their farming activities ; and finally relief community projects. 
The objective is to reduce the negative effects as a 
result of poor harvests – due to rain scarcity – and 
higher cereal prices in order to help the population 
survive with dignity the hunger gap and recuperate as 
fast as possible after the crisis. 
The Oxfam program in Kayes aims at supporting the 
food security and livelihoods for 151,000 people living 
in the vulnerable communities up to March 2013. 
Among the household selection criteria we can list 
among other things the inability to guarantee three 
meals a day, the lack of external support, the exodus of 
manpower caused by difficult leaving conditions, the 
lack of strong livestock and the presence of a chronic 
disease or a handicap reducing the workforce. That is 
why it is important that gender be taken into account. 
Moreover in 70% of targeted households, the benefi-
ciaries are women.
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« The direct money transfer is an innovative program implemented with 
local partners such as Stop Sahel and the Association for rural develop-
ment actions. For the first time, the beneficiaries, namely the women, 
could conduct bank operations directly in order to cash money. This 
support also reinforces the family ties by preventing the workforce to 
leave the village and seek revenues elsewhere», indicated Michael 
Quinn, Director of Oxfam Mali.
The water and sanitation programme program, integrated with food 
security within the same communities, consists of the rehabilitation of 20 
water points among which 15 are already completed, the distribution of 
7, 100 hygiene kits to as many families – and the promotion of hygiene 
with a focus on cholera prevention.

Oxfam has been intervening in Mali for more than 25 years, with rural 
development and humanitarian projects.

Penda Sira Sow, voucher benefi-
ciary in Mello - Mali

« We had nothing in the stomach. 
From now on, with the vouchers, I 
buy what I want. Last time, I got 
some oil, rice, soap and maggi. 
Next time I am hoping I can get 
millet and sugar. Like me, several 
people suffered in Mello».

For more information on OXFAM humanitarian programmes, please contact: Habibatou Gologo, Communications and Media Relations Manager at 
OXFAM UK, Cell: +223 66 75 25 53, Email: hgologo@oxfam.org.uk
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Plan International: Accompanying the school ambitions for the Segou displaced

In the city of Segou in Southern Mali, Plan International is working with local communities to offer a better future 
for children who were displaced as a result of the violence in the north. Plan International is running education 
and protection programs for displaced children. In the sector of education, one of the main activities deals with 
school support sessions, which help girls and boys reclaim their education.
 «I was discouraged. I wondered whether it was worth making efforts, doing my homework for such very little 
outcome», said Minthi. Minthi is an internally displaced person (IDP) who arrived in Segou early 2012. She and 
her family had to give up their home in Kidal to escape the violence perpetrated by armed groups. Upon arrival in 
Segou, Minthi wanted to return to school. And for this school year, she was signed up for 6th grade in a school 
located in her host city. However, being able to continue her education was for a short time only. The first weeks 
of class in Segou, the young teenager realized that something had changed: the events that had marked her life 
these past few months affected her ability to focus as well as her school performances. «I continued to amass 
bad grades and I struggled to turn in my homework in time, the after school support sessions were a blessing », 
she explained.
The catch up sessions that Minthi is referring to are organized three times a week by Plan international, on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. More than 1,000 students from Segou, who belong to the IDPs commu-
nity, are taking advantage of these sessions, which provide the 
opportunity to revise their lessons and ask questions they failed to 
as school with excessive classroom sizes not always allowing 
every student to express himself. The intervention of Plan Interna-
tional for internally displaced children such as Minthi is not limited 
to school support only.
The displaced girls and boys in Segou  also receive some psycho-
logical support. According to Mrs Aminata Samaké, coordonator of 
the remediation courses  «most of the displaced children need 
some support in order to cope and live with the trauma they have 
endured. About 100 children participating in the catch up sessions, 
present some learning difficulty symptoms linked to more or less 
severe trauma.»
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The school and psychological support provided by Plan International is starting to be fruitful. An assessment done 
by some Plan International experts, indicates that 80% of the students have successfully improved their school 
performances. Minthi has a smiling face when she mentions the changes in her life «I feel much better. I have 
better grades, especially in Maths. My teacher encourages me. He is very happy about my progress. He told me 
that if I keep up, I will certainly succeed to my final exam. I am so happy about what is happening to me.»   

For more information on Plan International humanitarian programmes in Mali and the 
Sahel, please contact: Edwidge C. Depagne-Sorgho, Emergency Communication 
Specialist                                                                                                                                
Cell: +223 74 18 96 91, Email: edwidge.depagne-sorgho@plan-international.org
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Since 1976 Plan International has worked in Mali to improve 
children’s living conditions through child and maternal health, 
education, development, protection and food security programs. 

To contribute to the future Issues of the Bulletin ”Humanitarians in Action”, please contact:
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer at OCHA Mali

Cell: +223 75 99 34 79
Email: thiamk@un.org
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