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HURRICANE MATTHEW
SITUATION REPORT No. 7
as of 11 October 2016 (1700 hours EST)

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners and with inputs from official institutions. It covers the period 
from 10 to 11 October 2016 at 17:00 hours EDT. This will be the last regional situation report for this emergency.  Individual situation 
reports for Haiti and Cuba will continue.

HAITI

HIGHLIGHTS
• 1.4 million people or 

12.9 per cent of the 
population of Haiti are in 
need of humanitarian aid.

• Humanitarian partners 
launched a Flash Appeal 
requesting US$120 million 
to provide life-saving 
relief to 750,000 people 
affected by Hurricane 
Matthew in Haiti.

• In Cuba an estimated 90 per 
cent of housing in Baracoa 
and Maisí municipalities is 
severely damaged.  Some 
110,000 people reside in 
these two municipalities. 
The number of damaged 
homes is expected to rise as 
access improves and 
assessments are undertaken 
in the coming days.

www.unocha.org
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and principled 

humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.
Coordination Saves Lives
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Overview 
Hurricane Matthews caused significant damage in Cuba, Haiti and the Bahamas where assessments are ongoing. 
The storm exacerbated existing vulnerabilities in the three countries. 

Some 1.4 million people are affected in Haiti. Hurricane Matthew caused 336 deaths in seven departments of Haiti 
from southeast to northwest. The number of evacuees is 61,537 in 191 temporary shelters. On 10 October 2016, 
the humanitarian community, in coordination with the Government of Haiti, launched a three-month Flash Appeal 
aiming to provide life-saving assistance to 750,000 people. The appeal requests $120 million to implement the 
activities.  

In Cuba, national authorities are assessing damages; however, access to some areas is limited due to damaged 
roads and bridges, fallen trees and debris. The storm caused severe damage in the eastern provinces of 
Guantanamo and Holguin, which were of the least developed in the country and had been suffering from a 
prolonged drought prior to the hurricane. The six most affected municipalities of Guantanamo and Holguin are 
home to some 300,000 people. Early reports estimate 90 per cent destruction of housing in Baracoa and Maisí 
municipalities where some 110,000 people reside. 

The Caribbean Disaster and Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) deployed Rapid Needs Assessment 
Teams (RNAT) to the Bahamas to support the Government´s assessment and response. United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team members are working jointly with the CDEMA teams. Three teams 
commenced assessments in New Providence, Andros Island and Grand Bahama. Preliminary assessments have 
revealed flooding of buildings and major roads; severe damages to houses, schools and health facilities; fallen 
electrical poles and trees; and damage to infrastructure including electricity, water and communication.  

Regional Humanitarian Actions 
At the request of the Government of Haiti and based on priority needs identified, CDEMA deployed a six-person 
CARICOM Operational Support Team (COST) to Haiti on 7 October 2016. The team is supporting Emergency 
Operation Centre (EOC) coordination in Jérémie and Les Cayes, two settlements most affected by Hurricane 
Matthew. 

CDEMA deployed three (3) Rapid Needs Assessment Teams (RNAT) to the Bahamas on 7 October 2016. The 
teams is currently carrying out assessments on Andros, Grand Bahama and New Providence islands. UNDAC 
members, including support from MapAction, have integrated into the CDEMA teams in the Bahamas to ensure 
regional and international coordination. 

In Haiti, the Central Emergency Response Fund, (CERF) announced a grant of $5 million to address the most life-
saving needs of people affected by hurricane Matthew. Earlier this week, CERF also released a loan of US$8 
million dollars to UNICEF to scale up response to the worsening cholera epidemic in Haiti. 

Regional Logistics 

Organizations are identifying their requirements for logistical support in Haiti and Cuba. The UN Humanitarian 
Response Depot (UNHRD) in Panama is receiving requests for airlift of cargo this week to Haiti from WFP, 
Government of Panama, UNICEF, World Vision, Spanish Cooperation, and the White Helmets. The estimated 
cargo load is 80 metric tons (MT). The Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) is sending on 11 October 
two tents for cholera treatment centers. The IFRC has deployed two flights to Haiti with 40 MT and 67 MT of 
supplies for Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement partners. A third IFRC flight is planned with an additional 63 MT. A 
shipment of 30 MT of fortified biscuits from WFP is scheduled to arrive in Haiti on 11 Octuber. 

UNHRD and WFP are sending five portable warehouses to Santiago de Cuba arriving on 13 October. Other 
agencies, including UNDP and UNICEF, are also organizing the shipment of supplies to Cuba. 

Haiti 
An estimated 2.1 million people are affected by Hurricane Matthew of which 1.4 million, representing nearly 13 per 
cent of the population, are in need of immediate relief assistance. Sud and Grand’Anse departments are the most 
affected. Humanitarian partners have launched a Flash Appeal to assist 750,000 people in the next three months. 
As of 10 October, more than 300 deaths were reported and more than 61,000 people remained displaced. 

Health 
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The hurricane poses a risk of a renewed spike in the number of cholera cases due to damage of water 
infrastructure and ongoing flooding. The World Health Organization (WHO) has reported an increase in cases in 
Grand’Anse (148 cases), Sud (53 cases), Nord-Ouest (6 cases), and Artibonite (28 cases).  

According to WHO, 35 of the 197 health facilities in Grand´Anse, Nippes, Nord-Ouest, Sud and Sud-Est 
departments, including hospitals, clinics, and cholera treatment centers, sustained damage due to flooding and 
heavy winds. 

WHO and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) are increasing surveillance and advising the government 
on adapting their cholera plan to take into account effects of the hurricane.  WHO is sending 1 million doses of 
cholera vaccine. Health partners are delivering medicines and supplies for cholera treatment, such as 70 beds to 
Randel and emergency health kits to Saint Antoine Hospital in Jeremie. 

The Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) is organizing a plane from Spain to Haiti 
with material support for Doctors of the World, Oxfam, Intermon and Spanish Red Cross. The plane is carrying 
medical equipment (pediatrics, obstetrics and traumatology), elements for storing and purifying water, mosquito 
nets and shelter material. In total 12,393 kilos are expected to arrive in Haiti on 12 October. 

WASH 

Dozens of communal water systems have been disrupted by Hurricane Matthew. In the city of Jeremie, there is no 
longer a functioning water system. Many affected areas are reporting no longer having access to drinking water, 
increasing the risk of water-borne diseases risks. About 750,000 people, including 315,000 children, are 
considered at risk and in need of assistance. 

In partnership with ACTED and Oxfam, UNICEF delivered prepositioned emergency supplies, including family 
water kits, water purification tablets (aquatabs), tarpaulins and mosquito nets, bringing assistance quickly to 10,000 
people in Grand’Anse and South Departments. UNICEF supplies prepositioned with the National Ministry for 
Potable Water and Sanitation (DINEPA), consisting of water bladders, water pumps, water storage buckets, HTH 
chlorine and water purification tablets (aquatabs) sufficient to cover the needs of an estimated 40,000 people 
during 15 days are being distributed in Grand’Anse and South Departments. UNICEF provided one water bladder 
of 10,000 liters to the damaged hospital in Les Cayes. In addition, UNICEF is providing funds for fuel which has 
allowed DINEPA to partially reactivate its water system.  

AECID is sending from Panama four sewage plants to provide drinking water for between 20,000 and 25,000 
people.  

Food security, Nutrition and Emergency Agriculture 

Preliminary reports from the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA)  between 60 to 90 per cent of crops 
loss in Nord-Ouest, almost 100 per cent of crops destroyed in Grande´Anse, and more than 90 per cent in Sud. 
Damages to crops, livestock and fisheries are expected to be dramatic. With much of the country relying on 
subsistence production to meet their food needs, restoring agriculture- and fishery-based livelihoods is critical to 
avoid dependency on food aid in the coming months. 

The hurricane has aggravated the effects of El Niño-related events, including a drought which has already 
diminished food production and access to fresh water over the past year. Affected families urgently need food and 
agricultural assistance – including seeds, planting materials and farming equipment – to avoid food shortages and 
be ready for the winter planting season starting in November. 

Initial distributions of food ration are ongoing in the Sud and Grand´Anse departments. The food ration composed 
of cereal, pulses and oil is sufficient for a family to meet its foods needs for one month. Since 7 October, WFP 
transported 431 MT of food to Les Cayes and Jeremie. On 10 October, WFP distributed monthly food rations to 
more than 3,000 people in Les Cayes. 

World Vision began distributing roof repair kits (15,000 units), baby kits (15,000 units) and kitchen kits (15,000 
units) with special focus on the southwest of Haiti (in towns such as Nippes, Port au Prince and La Gonave). World 
Vision also plans to provide coupons or food subsidies for two months to 15,000 families. 

Education 

A total of 300 public schools in the south west of Haiti are damaged due to the hurricane, affecting at least 106,000 
children. Assessments of the situation in private schools are ongoing. The Ministry of Education reopened the 
schools on 10 October. However, the head of the Sud Department announced that schools will remained closed in 
the department until 18 October. Schools in the Grand’Anse department will likely remain closed as well. 

UNICEF and partners are prioritizing the establishment of temporary learning spaces and delivery of school 
supplies and materials to avoid prolonged disruption in education and learning for children. 
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World Vision will intensify efforts to complete 27 Child Friendly Spaces to protect children at risk to be separated 
from their parents by the breakdown of their structures after the disaster. 

Early Recovery 

UNDP has deployed an early recovery coordinator, a senior recovery advisor and a Post Disaster Needs 
Assessment expert to support the Ministry of Planning and other government stakeholders to move forward with its 
request to shift to the recovery phase as a matter of priority. They supports national authorities and local 
communities on coordination, assessment and planning in the area of livelihoods and income generation utilizing a 
150,000 USD emergency grant. 

UNDP is coordinating the post-disaster needs assessment process, led by Ministry of Planning and supported by 
other partners. 

UNDP has allocated 500,000 to start recovery activities on emergency livelihoods in debris management and 
community infrastructures as well as rehabilitation of small enterprises and replanting of crops.  
UNDP will kick off its recovery activities with a cash for work program in Grand Goâve in the coming days, focusing 
on debris management and supporting restoration of livelihoods.  

Contributions 

Dominican Republic will send food, mattresses, mosquito nets, sheets of zinc and medicines to the affected 
people. The country will help also with water purification and restoring roads and electricity. 

Honduras will send a plane with humanitarian aid with the support of the military contingent of Honduras based in 
Haiti as part of the MINUSTAH. 

The Cuban Government has decided to send a medical brigade member of the International Contingent of 
Physicians (Henry Reeve), specialized in disasters and epidemics to Haiti. This brigade is composed of 38 Cuban 
professionals with extensive experience in hygiene and epidemiology, including among others: 3 specialist 
physicians, ten graduates Epidemiology and ten technicians in vector control. 
 
The President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro announced that more than 200 Venezuelan physicians will travel to 
Haiti to support. 

The site haiti.humanitarianresponse.info is being effectively used by humanitarian partners to share information 
about the response activities. 

Sources: OCHA Haiti, UNICEF, PAHO/WHO, FAO, WFP, IOM, UNDP, World Vision, AECID 

Bahamas 
CDEMA and UNDAC teams are jointly assessing damage in Andros, Grand Bahama and New Providence. The 
rapid assessments will be carried out between 9-11 October and data analyzed 12-13 October. 

Preliminary observations in Grand Bahamas indicate around 3,500 people are living in shelters or with relatives. In 
Grand Bahamas and Andros there is no electricity a vast number of the poles are damaged.   

According to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) the main needs are:  drinking water, food, and 
actions to prevent water- and vector-borne diseases, health awareness through Public Service Announcements, 
and psychological support,   

A high level delegation of CDEMA will visit Haiti and The Bahamas between October 11 and 13, 2016 to undertake 
discussions with the leadership of the affected States and to confirm additional areas where the Caribbean 
Community can provide support.  

Health 

According to PAHO out of 85 health facilities across the Bahamas, 64 are operational, 6 are not operational, 11 are 
closed and 4 have unknown status. The Ministry of Health has opened three emergency services in clinics in 
Nassau and will open a fourth clinic by 12 October. According to preliminary assessments, several health facilities 
need to be repaired. Health staff are also absent from work due to damage to their homes. 

WASH 

Preliminary evaluation reports that on Grand Bahamas the water system is damaged and no water distribution is 
yet scheduled.   
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Agriculture and Livelihoods 

Early reports indicate severe damage to livelihoods on Andros with 100 per cent crop loss and lobster pods and 
equipment washed way or damaged.  Livelihood support will be required.  

Education 

According to the preliminary assessment in Grand Bahamas all schools has been affected in some way. In Andros 
an unspecified number of schools suffered extensive damage.  

Telecommunications 

On Grand Bahamas and Andros the telecommunication system is severely affected.  On Grand Bahamas only FM 
radio is working and on Andros the only means of communication are satellite phones. 

Cuba 
Severe damage has been reported in eastern provinces of Cuba caused by Hurricane Matthew. The Cuban Civil 
Defense, national ministries, and local authorities are currently assessing the affected areas. Several municipalities 
in the eastern region were already difficult to access and damage to infrastructure (roads and bridges), fallen trees 
and debris have further isolated several communities. The six most affected municipalities are Baracoa, Maisí, 
Imías, San Antonio del Sur in Guantanamo and Moa and Sagua de Tánamo in Holguin with a joint population of 
some 300,000 people. 

About 74,000 people remain outside their homes out of more than one million evacuated by the Civil Defense to 
several establishments (evacuation centers, state institutions, social establishments and safe houses of friends and 
relatives). 

UN agencies in Cuba are working on a joint Plan of Action, together with national and sectorial authorities. A CERF 
request is under development to support affected people with emergency shelter, non-food items, water and 
sanitation, food security, health and education. 

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Preliminary reports suggest extensive damage to housing in Guantanamo Province with up to 90 per cent damage 
in Baracoa and Maisí. More than 30,000 houses were severely damaged affecting approximately 120,000 
people.  The number of homes damaged is expected to rise as access improves and assessments are undertaken 
in the coming days. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) approved a contribution of $100,000 in Emergency 
Cash Grant for purchase of plastic sheeting through the UN Development Programme (UNDP). 

ACT Alliance launched a preliminary appeal for $1,217,934 for provide humanitarian assistance to 3,000 families in 
Maisí, Baracoa and Imías. The response plan includes projects in: food security, water and sanitation, psychosocial 
support, shelter, settlement, early recovery and livelihood restoration. 

UNDP has mobilized $150,000 for the immediate response, which will be used to support coordination activities. 
UNDP has also met with the Cuban government in order to identify the country’s priority needs so as to continue 
with the mobilization of more resources. 

WASH 

The national authorities continue to carry out the damage assessments of the water, sanitation and hygiene sector. 
Power outages have affected water supply systems.  The risk of water contamination is increased due to flooding, 
cracks in water supply network, and seawater penetration.  In Los Arados and La Máquina in Guantanamo, the 
rains have contaminated the sources of drinking water. 

Public Health insists on the need to disinfect drinking water with chlorine to prevent water-borne diseases. All 
measures are being taken to prevent the proliferation of vectors and the spread of communicable diseases in the 
most affected municipalities. 

In the municipalities affected by limited water supply, people are advised to properly cook and preserve food, save 
water, and respect sanitation and hygiene standards when consuming and storing. 

UNICEF is working with national authorities on a Plan of Action to support the access and treatment of water to 
ensure safe water and hygiene; and education in the municipalities of Baracoa, Maisí, Imías and San Antonio del 
Sur, Yateras and Manuel Tames in the province of Guantanamo; and Sagua de Tánamo and Moa in the province 
of Holguin where severe damages have been reported. 

Food security 
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WFP estimates that 180,000 people are in need of food assistance.  The storm caused significant crop and 
livestock losses and negatively impacted food availability and access.  

WFP will support Cuban authorities to deliver food to meet the needs of people affected. For this, WFP is 
developing an emergency response to support the authorities in assisting the most affected populations. A 
contingency stock consisting of 1,606 MT of rice and beans is already prepositioned in the country. WFP will 
support the affected people for six months. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has released $500,000 from internal emergency reserves to 
respond to the emergency.  

Health 

Assessments have confirmed damages to health facilities in 10 municipalities of Guantanamo and Holguin, 
affecting more than 365,000 people. 19 health facilities were identified as severely damaged including two 
hospitals and 17 polyclinics. 

Health authorities warn of an increase in diarrheal disease as well as water-borne and vector-borne diseases. The 
importance of anti-vector campaigns has been reiterated to the population. 

Essential medicines are being send to health institutions in the 10 most affected municipalities. PAHO/WHO 
continues to hold coordination meetings with the Department of Defense and the Civil Defense of the Ministry of 
Public Health to coordinate the importation and distribution of goods. PAHO continues working in the dispatching of 
donations together with the NGO Global Links. 

UNFPA has applied for a grant from its Emergency Fund to address sexual and reproductive health needs as well 
as for gynecological and obstetric care in emergencies. 

Education 

The Ministry of Education continues to perform preliminary evaluations regarding the damages in the affected 
provinces. There is no concrete data in terms of damage to the infrastructure of educational institutions of all 
affected municipalities. However, nearly 200 educational facilities are estimated to be affected in Maisí and 
Baracoa where more than 15,300 children and adolescents remain out of school.  

Teachers and staff of educational institutions are helping with the cleaning and organization of learning spaces. 

Classes are expected to resume on 11 October throughout the province of Guantanamo. The return of children to 
schools in Maisí was postponed due to limited availability of alternative spaces because of extensive structural 
damages to most of the housing sector. The Department of Education in the Guantanamo reported that a 
maintenance brigade has been sent to Maisí to help with the reconstruction of schools and other centers. 

Logistics 

The Puriales bridge in San Antonio del Sur has been damaged in both directions, and the Jamal bridge between 
Baracoa and Maisí was completely destroyed. Damaged roads and bridges have isolated the communities of 
Nibujón and Cayo Guín in Baracoa. 

The Ministry of Transport has deployed teams to assess damages and clear access, as well as to establish 
alternative routes to isolated towns. 

Coordination 
REDLAC meetings on Hurricane Matthew are held regularly in Panama. Regional deployments and resources 
mobilized to countries are being identified. Partners are encouraged to send information about their staff and/or 
equipment deployments to: ocha-rolac@un.org 
Please see www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/haiti for the latest situation reports and response 
information in Haiti.  
The Office of the UN Resident Coordinator for Cuba is publishing regular situation reports that can be found at: 
www.redhum.org/emergencia  
 

 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/haiti/
http://www.redhum.org/emergencia
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Funding 

Donor Amount (USD) Support 

European Union $2,000,000 Humanitarian assistance for people most affected in Haiti. 

USAID/OFDA $100,000 Support to the Bahamas Red Cross to respond to the needs of 

hurricane-affected people. 

USAID/OFDA $100,000 Grant to the Jamaica Red Cross to support the distribution of relief 

items. 

USAID/OFDA $300,000 Immediate relief efforts in Haiti: 

$150,000 to the American Red Cross to support the Haitian Red Cross 

on logistics to distribute emergency relief items and support 

evacuation shelter management operations in departments affected. 

  

$150,000 to Catholic Relief Services to support distribution of 

emergency relief items in Grand’Anse and Sud departments. 

USAID/FFP $1 million Committed to CARE to address immediate needs, and to distribute 

food vouchers, cash transfers, food rations and meals for people in 

shelters in Haiti. 

The Caribbean Development 

Bank 

$200,000 Emergency Response Grant to Bahamas and Haiti. 

International Federation of 

Red Cross 

$580,000 DREF allocated for Haiti 

International Federation of 

Red Cross 

$150,00 DREF allocated for Jamaica 

Canada $ 400,000 Committed to the IFRC Emergency Appeal to help meet health, WASH 

and shelter needs of 50,000 affected people in Haiti. 

Canada $ 3,100,000 The country sets aside up to $3 million response for countries affected 

by Hurricane Matthew and stands  ready to provide further assistance 

to reach most vulnerable. 

Germany $ 670,000 To support the response in Haiti 

Netherlands $ 840,000 Through the Netherlands Red Cross for Water, Shelter and Medical 

Aid in Haiti. 

Switzerland $ 2 million To cover the initial response in Haiti and possible contributions to local 

partners. 

UK $ 6.2 million Initial support to help thousands of people in Haiti and includes shelter 

kits for 5,000 people. UK aid being sent to Haiti over the coming days 

will be distributed in coordination with CARE International. 

OCHA $0.1 million Emergency Cash Grant to provide emergency shelter and non-food 

items to affected families in Cuba 

Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF) 

$ 5.0 million To kick-start initial emergency response operations in Haiti 

Italy $ 1.1 million For Wash, education support, disaster risk reduction and psychological 

support in Haiti 

Norway $1.2 million Support 500,000 children affected in Haiti 
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Total amounts of financial contributions in US dollars: 

TOTAL BAHAMAS $0.1 million 

TOTAL CUBA $0.4 million 

TOTAL HAITI $24.2  million 

TOTAL JAMAICA $0.25 million 

TOTAL HURRICANE MATTHEW $25. million 

  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing fts@un.org. 

Inquiries from the private sector for offers of in-kind and pro-bono services can be directed to pss@un.org. 
Commercial offers are directed to www.ungm.org for more information. 

 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cel: (+507) 6679-1861 

Jake Morland, NY Desk Officer, OCHA, morland@un.org  Tel: +1-212-963-2066 Cel: +1-917-287-9494 

 

To find updated information online please visit: www.reliefweb.int      www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew 

REGISTER YOUR ARRIVAL IN THE AFFECTED COUNTRY at humanitarian.id 

UNDP has establish an online donation platform where private contributions to Haiti can be offered. bit.ly/supportundphaiti . 
Donations will be directed to quick start recovery efforts to support poor families in the disaster affected communities. 

 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew
http://www.bit.ly/supportundphaiti



