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Solomon Islands: Earthquake and Tsunami 
Situation Report No. 6 (as of 21 February 2013) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Regional 
Office for the Pacific. It covers a period from 15 to 21 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 25 February 2013.  

Highlights 
 

 Assessments confirm that 581 houses have 
been destroyed and 479 houses have been 
partially damaged.  

 The number of injured has risen to 15, with 3 
suffering fractures.  

 Assessments on the northern coast of Santa 
Cruz Island have identified additional 
damages to water sources. 

 The distribution of water remains a 
challenge.  

 A Humanitarian Action Plan is being drafted 
to facilitate a coordinated humanitarian 
response and recovery.  
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Situation Overview 
Assessments of 1,479 households found that 581 had been completely destroyed and 479 partially damaged 
affecting 4,486 people.  

Individual sectors are now conducting Detailed Sector Assessments. Limited means of transport and remoteness 
have hindered the pace at which these assessments are able to be completed.  

A multi-agency Humanitarian Action Plan is currently being drafted to ensure a coordinated humanitarian response.  

The production of safe water is now sufficient in most areas, however distribution remains a challenge. Recent 
assessments of villages on the steep northern coast of Santa Cruz Island indicate disruptions and damages to 
water sources due to earthquake damage and landslides. The water system that supplies Graciosa Bay and Lata is 
working but will require rehabilitation in the medium-term. Water samples from the Graciosa Bay and Lata water 
system were found to be compliant with drinking water standards. Other methods of water production, such as the 
NOMAD Water Purification Systems are helping to ensure that affected people can access a minimum of 5 liters of 
water per day whilst traditional water sources are being rehabilitated. 

The geologist and seismologist from the Solomon Islands Government left Lata on Sunday, 17 April. Two people 
from the United States Geological Survey are now in Lata working with a risk reduction specialist from SPC to 
undertake a threat assessment and produce products to support recovery and rebuilding planning.  
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Humanitarian Response 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Assessments have confirmed that 581 houses were completely destroyed and 
479 partially damaged affecting 4,486 people.  

Response: 

 Affected communities are using Shelters Kits and locally available materials to 
rebuild their homes.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 15 people have been confirmed as injured, including three with fractures. One of 
these patients has been referred to the National Referral Hospital in Honiara.  

 There were two confirmed cases of malaria reported on 13 February.  

 No major disease outbreaks have been reported and assessments indicate that 
health problems are not centralized.  

 The most commonly reported health issues are influenza-like symptoms, and to a lesser extent, cases of 
diarrhea and eye infections.  

 Assessments in 11 camps, where approximately 1,670 are seeking shelter found 42 people suffering from 
an influenza-like illness, 15 people with prolonged fever, 11 people with chronic diseases, 9 people with red 
eye and 11 people with diarrhea.  

 Assessments of mental health in 10 camps, where approximately 1,584 people are seeking shelter found 
90 people slightly affected, 172 people moderately affected, 6 greatly affected and 22 severely affected. 

 Scrub typhus has been identified as a potential public health issue within camp sites due to the poor waste 
management. Preparation to detect, verify and control this problem is being discussed.  

 The Ministry for Health’s boats suffered damages during the earthquake and tsunami. Replacement boats 
are needed to perform outreach to remote areas.  

 An additional two medical officers are required at Lata Hospital to lead the implementation of the early 
health sector recovery plan.  

Response: 

 The Health Team is completing assessments on areas of the western and northern coast of Santa Cruz 
Island that have previously not been assessed.  

 The Health Team is collaborating with World Vision and the Solomon Islands Red Cross to implement an 
awareness campaign on health education on the northern and western coast of Santa Cruz Island.  

 Members of the Ministry of Health Mental Health Unit have arrived to provide psychosocial support to 
affected people.  

 The Ministry of Health has re-established the cold chain at Lata Hospital. An ice-line refrigerator and three 
cold boxes have been sent to Lata Hospital to help refrigerate and distribute vaccines to other health 
facilities. Replacement vaccines arrived on 16 February.  

 The Ministry for Health and other partners, including WHO and UNICEF are assessing the need to hold a 
catch-up campaign for measles vaccinations, deworming and Vitamin A supplements.  

 UNICEF has ordered oral rehydration salts to treat cases of diarrhea.  

 The Solomon Islands Living Memorial Project and AusAID have both donated medical supplies to Lata 
Hospital.  

 Oxfam has distributed mosquito nets as part of its distribution efforts.  

 The Ministry of Health has confirmed that a further 2,550 mosquito nets have arrived in Lata and are 
awaiting distribution.  

 A patient suffering from a stroke and a mother and her one week old baby have been evacuated to Honiara 

 A woman suffering from preeclampsia was scheduled for evacuation to the National Referral Hospital on 
16 February.  
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Gaps and Constraints: 

 Assessments have confirmed that some medical facilities do not have working sinks, a lack of access to 
water, insufficient power generated by solar panels, no working toilets, not enough sanitizer, no insect 
screens and inadequate rubbish removal processes.  

 A communications system established previously using HF Radios was not functional prior to the 
earthquake and tsunami. This has led to 18 clinics not being able to communicate due to battery problems, 
unclear signals or because equipment has been stolen.  

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 There is one reported case of malnutrition.  

Response: 

 An ongoing analysis of dietary intake is being conducted which will determine whether there is a need for a 
micronutrient supplement for affected people.  

 A formal nutrition assessment will begin in one to two months to investigate the anticipated impacts of 
reduced food supply.   

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Waste disposal within camps remains unsafe. Assessments in 10 of the camping sites, where 
approximately 1,584 are located found that 33 households were disposing of waste safely compared to 242 
disposing of waste unsafely.  

 Recent assessments of villages on the steep northern coast indicate disruptions and damages to water 
sources due to earthquake damage and landslides.  

 The NOMAD Water Purification Systems will not be used after the 28 February, identifying a need for 
efforts to rehabilitate traditional water sources quickly.  

Response: 

 A consolidated WASH Distribution Plan and Schedule for water and WASH Kits has been developed for all 
affected areas to provide at least 5 liters of water per person per day.  

 Water to Lata Station was restored; however an Electrical Engineer is required to restore the pump to full 
capacity.  

 A WASH Coordinator from the French Red Cross Society has been deployed to Lata.  

 UNICEF provided a further 304 WASH Kits and five 1,500 liter collapsible water tanks. The distribution of 
these WASH Kits has begun on Lord Howe Island.  

 World Vision has ordered an additional 400 LifeStraws.  

 Hygiene promotion is ongoing with standardized messages, particularly on safe sanitation options for 
affected people and the importance of hand washing. 

 Additional staff from the Ministry of Health will be deployed and additional field teams are being trained in 
hygiene promotion.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 The biggest challenge remains the transportation of purified water to affected communities with only one 
dedicated vehicle.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 The Principal Education Officer for Temotu Province estimates that 221 teachers 
and 2,696 students from 21 schools have been disrupted due to the earthquake 
and tsunami.  

 The Ministry for Education and Human Resource Development (MEHRD) 
conducted an initial assessment with Save the Children staff from the Education in Emergencies (EiE) 

2,696 
students affected 



Solomon Islands Earthquake and Tsunami Situation Report No. 6 | 4 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org | www.phtpacific.org 

Taskforce. The EiE Taskforce identified three schools that have sustained damage: Mona Community High 
School, Venga Primary School and Kati Primary School.  

 The Ministry of Infrastructure Development conducted additional assessments of schools and identified 
three schools that have sustained damage: Noipe Primary School, Fano Cove Primary School and 
Lusalemba Provincial Secondary School.  

 The MEHRD has requested tents, School in a Box Kits, Early Childhood Development Kits and Recreation 
Kits.  

 Temporary Classrooms need to be established close to displaced communities at Venga Primary School 
and possibly Baenga School. 

Response: 

 The MEHRD will consider releasing school grants to affected schools to ensure that classes resume as 
soon as possible. 

 Three tents donated by UNICEF have been distributed to Lusalemba Provincial Secondary School.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Agriculture assessments have indicated that damage to food gardens has put pressure on food security 
due to exposure of seedlings to sun, birds, pests and disturbance of fruit trees during harvesting seasons. 

Response: 

 The importation of planting materials from other islands will be restricted in order to contain the spread of 
pests and disease. 

 The Detailed Agricultural Assessment Team was deployed on 14 February and will focus on the most 
heavily impacted areas including Baenga, Masoko, Nangu, Bamoi and Bonate.  

 Root crops are being consumed in camps, indicating their availability in food gardens. This will be verified 
by the Detailed Sector Assessment. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Specific protection needs of children have yet to be assessed in a cross-sectoral and inter-agency 
assessment team.  

Response: 

 The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF) will permanently increase the number of officers 
deployed in Temotu Province. In the meantime, the RSIPF will keep a senior officer and six additional 
officers in Temotu Province to support the Provincial Police Commander.  

 All distribution teams will be assigned uninformed Police Officers to provide security.  

 A Child Protection Assessment is being conducted by the Ministry of Women, Youth, Children and Family 
Affairs (MWYCFA).  

 The MWYCFA Temotu Focal Point who is usually based in Honiara has been deployed to Lata to assist in 
the distribution of relief supplies.  

 The UNICEF Child Protection Officer will be deployed to the affected area tomorrow.  

 The Solomon Islands Red Cross is supporting the restoration of family links and is working to set up a 
hotline for this purpose at their base in Lata.  

Logistics 

Response: 

 Electricity to Lata Township and adjacent communities has been restored.  

 The Ministry of Infrastructure Development will provide a Quantity Surveyor and Architect to investigate the 
presence of asbestos.  

 Considerable effort has been made to ensure relief items are reaching affected people through logistical 
changes such as better tracking of relief supplies leaving the warehouse.   
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Constraints: 

 Assessments have found roads with cracks in five locations that will require maintenance.  

 The mobile phone tower has suffered structural damages. Some damages are easily repairable however 
others, such as the bend on the tower and cracks in the concrete footing are dangerous to nearby people 
and must be replaced as soon as possible.  

 Inspection to the underside of the Lata Wharf shows damaged concrete, exposed reinforcements and, 
more seriously, some beams disconnected structural columns. Some of these damages were present 
before the earthquake and tsunami.  

General Coordination 
The Provincial Emergency Operations Centre is holding daily multi-agency briefings. In addition, daily briefings are 
held with the Provincial Secretary and Provincial Police Commander. Following this, the Provincial Secretary briefs 
the Provincial Premier.  

Coordination procedures have been agreed amongst responding organizations to streamline the distribution of 
NFI’s and WASH and Shelter Kits. 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@uncoha.org, Tel: +679 331 7326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org • www.reliefweb.int • www.phtpacific.org.  . 

 

Aerial Assessment Photos: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/TemotuTsunamiFeb062013?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMOfp8a-

9ZGqtgE&feat=directlink  

World Society for the Protection of Animals Photos: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/SantaCruzTsumani?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCIKamuuOt5X89gE&feat=direc

tlink  

Video of Tsunami: http://tvnz.co.nz/world-news/nine-dead-in-solomon-islands-fears-missing-5335734/video  

Background on the crisis 
 
An 8.0 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of the Santa Cruz Islands (Temotu Province) in the southeast Solomon Islands 
archipelago at 1:12 PM UTC on 6 February 2013.  
 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) reported that the earthquake had a depth of 28.7 kilometers.  
 
The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre issued a Tsunami Watch and Tsunami Warning for a number of countries in the Pacific Island region 
which was subsequently cancelled.  
 
A 0.9 to 1.0 meter tsunami wave reached the islands in Temotu Province and a tsunami wave of 8 centimeters reached the capital, Honiara. 
Further assessments confirmed that the tsunami wave was closer to 3.5 meters in some areas of Temotu Province.   
 
Following the original earthquake and tsunami there have been more than 130 aftershocks. At least nine of these aftershocks have been 
6.0 magnitude of higher, with two above 7.0 magnitude.  
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