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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 31 October to 6 November 2015. This is the last Situation Report in this series unless unforeseen developments occur. 

Highlights 

 Government-led relief efforts are transitioning to 
recovery operations three weeks into the response 
to Typhoon Koppu.  

 Flooding is receding in all affected areas 
according to the Philippine Red Cross.  

 There is no report of disease outbreaks to date. 

 The Philippines Humanitarian Country Team 
concluded its collective response to Typhoon 
Koppu although member organisations will 
continue to support respective government 
counterparts particularly in agriculture and health. 

713,600 
Evacuees 

9,100 
People in evacuation 
centres 

37 
Evacuation centres 

18,800 
Houses totally 
damaged 

118,900 
Houses partially 
damaged 

216 million 
Worth of damage to 
agriculture (US$) 

Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council, Department of Agriculture 

Situation Overview 
Government-led relief efforts are transitioning to recovery operations three weeks into the response to Typhoon 
Koppu (known locally as Lando). Flooding is receding in all areas according to the Philippine Red Cross. There is 
no report of disease outbreaks to date. 

More than 301,500 people returned home in Regions I and III so far, according to the latest report of the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). Some 713,600 people (166,000 families) remain 
displaced across Regions I, II, III and the Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR), of which 9,100 people (2,400 
families) are in 37 evacuation centres. Most of the displaced are staying with relatives and friends or in the open 
nearby their damaged homes (see table 1).  

The Department of Health (DOH) reported 60 confirmed deaths and 90 injuries as of 27 October.  

There are no reports of separated or unaccompanied children so far, according to the Council for the Welfare of 
Children. The National Child Protection Working Group was activated for this emergency and is in contact with the 
Regional Child Protection Working Groups in the affected areas. Cluster members are monitoring children in 
evacuation centres and conducting psychosocial activities. In Nueva Ecija province in Region III, 109 children (55 
boys and 54 girls) engaged in play therapy, art work, and storytelling activities since 24 October. 

Recovery efforts will focus on the agriculture sector, which was the hardest hit by the typhoon. Total damage to 
agriculture is now estimated at PhP10.1 billion (US$215.9 million), according to the partial validation results of the 
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Department of Agriculture (DA). The vast majority is crop loss. Damage to fisheries and livestock is estimated at 
PhP363 million ($7.7 million) and damage to agricultural infrastructure at P49.6 million ($1.1 million). Over 461,700 
hectares of rice, corn and high-value crop areas were affected with a combined production loss of some 587,200 
metric tons. Rice, which is the staple crop in the Philippines, constitutes 86 per cent of the crop production loss.  

As a result, DOH warns that food insecurity is expected to last until March 2016, raising concerns for malnutrition 
for children under five and a deterioration of the nutritional status of lactating mothers and pregnant women, which 
can increase the risk for of low-birth-weight babies. 

Most of the damaged health facilities are functioning. A total of 70 health facilities, including 1 regional office, 10 
hospitals, 1 city health office, 8 rural health units, 48 barangay health stations and 2 other facilities, are damaged. 
Four barangay health stations were totally destroyed.  

 

Table 1. Figures on evacuees, evacuation centres and damage to houses 

Region 
No. of 

evacuation 
centres 

Displaced people 
Total 

population 

Houses 

In evacuation 
centres 

Not in evacuation 
centres 

Total Destroyed 
Partially 

damaged 

I (Ilocos Region) 2 33 273,859 273,892 4.7 million 11,742 61,176 

II (Cagayan Valley) 0 0 203,078 203,078 3.2 million 1,317 12,104 

III (Central Luzon) 33 8,903 219,423 228,326 10.1 million 4,281 39,608 

IV-A (Calabarzon) 0 0 25 25 12.6 million 1,255 2,900 

CAR 2 186 8,056 8,242 1.6 million 200 2,097 

Total 37  9,122   704,441   713,563  32.3 million 18,795 118,885 

Source: NDRRMC SitRep No.26, 3 November 2015, 6 a.m.; National Statistics Office, 2010 Census of Population and Housing 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security and Agriculture 

Contact: Alberto Aduna (Alberto.Aduna@fao.org), Mishael Argonza (mishael.argonza@wfp.org) 

Needs: 

 Affected farmers need assistance such as farm inputs to immediately restore 
their farming activities during the current planting season (October- December). 

Response: 

 DA is finalizing its recovery and rehabilitation plan and has requested partners to augment the farm inputs 
to provide to all affected farmers. Agriculture sector partners will convene on 6 November to coordinate 
possible support. 

 Health 

Contact: Geraldo Medina (medinag@wpro.who.int)  

Needs: 

 Disease surveillance needs to be strengthened as flooding raised the risk of 
water- and vector-borne diseases. Prolonged displacement, combined with low 
immunization coverage in several of the affected regions, may also increase the 
risk of communicable disease outbreaks and psychological health problems. 

 The most vulnerable among the affected people also need targeted health services.  

 A health promotion campaign is required alongside the provision of medicines, medical supplies, latrines 
and toilet bowls. 

Response: 

 DOH deployed 27 medical teams to affected provinces in Regions I, II, III and CAR. The teams conducted 
3,137 medical consultations and distributed medicines, assorted medical and hospital supplies, hygiene 
kits, trauma kits and drinking water containers. All teams have been demobilized. 

 Health Cluster partners continue to support DOH with health assessments, implementation of increased 
disease surveillance, provision of medical supplies including emergency health kits, hygiene kits, dignity 
kits, reproductive health kits, Aquatabs (water purification tablets), oral rehydration salts, zinc supplements 
and jerry cans, and information management. 

461,700  
hectares of agricultural 

land affected 

3,100 
medical consultations 

conducted  
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 Health facilities lacking electricity need power generators.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Contact: Paul del Rosario (pdelrosario@unicef.org) 

Needs: 

 Repair of damaged water systems (e.g. broken pipes) and disinfection of 
possibly-contaminated water sources, supported by water quality monitoring. 

 Provision of water kits to support critical household water treatment and storage. 

 Repair of damaged latrines in destroyed houses and installation of additional 
temporary latrines and handwashing facilities in the evacuation centres in Nueva Ecija and other areas. 

 Provision of hygiene kits primarily to families whose houses were totally destroyed along with most of their 
household assets. 

 There are reports of increasing cases of diarrhea in a number of severely-affected municipalities including 
Cabanatuan City and Nueva Ecija. Hygiene promotion in these communities must be scaled up quickly. 

Response: 

 Wash Cluster partners to date distributed about 12,500 hygiene kits, 6,500 water kits and 10,000 water 
purification materials (Aquatabs, Hyposol, etc.) across Regions I, III and CAR.  

 The cluster also stepped up health and hygiene promotion activities to reach at least 15,000 people, mostly 
those in evacuation centres, with information, education and communication sessions and materials.  

 Private sector partners delivered bottled water and water containers in the affected communities.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Damaged water systems in the most severely-affected municipalities are awaiting repair.  

 Water quality monitoring needs to be strengthened to keep a close watch on possible water contamination.  

 Nutrition 

Contact: Aashima Garg (agarg@unicef.org)   

Response: 

 Nutrition Cluster partners are providing technical and coordination support to DOH and the National 
Nutrition Council. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Prolonged food insecurity due to agricultural damage caused by the typhoon and the drying effects of 
prevailing El Niño may increase cases of acute malnutrition especially in areas affected by both the 
typhoon and drought. 

General Coordination 
Agriculture and health sectors completed their assessments around 3 November. The reports are yet to be 
released by the government, including that of the rapid damage and needs assessment that concluded on 
27 October. Some sectors such as health and child protection raised concern that information on needs and gaps 
is limited to Region III; additional assessments are required in the rest of the affected areas.  

With respect to nutrition, the sector is calling for information on the extent of coverage of food distribution from the 
national Food Cluster and from regional and local authorities in order to determine whether nutrition-specific 
assessments are required. In Region III, the Regional Nutrition Cluster led by the National Nutrition Council plans to 
conduct nutrition needs assessments next week. 

The Philippines Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) concluded its collective response to Typhoon Koppu although 
member organisations will continue to support respective government counterparts particularly in agriculture and 
health.  

The NDRRMC and the HCT are planning an after action review of the typhoon response to enhance preparedness 
for future emergencies. The HCT Community of Practice on Community Engagement will conduct a learning review 
on its response to the Typhoon on 11 November.  

15,000 
people benefited from 

health and hygiene 
promotion activities 
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Background on the crisis 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central Luzon as a Category 3 
typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It slowed down significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a Category 1 
strength, bringing incessant and heavy to intense rains along its path. Census data shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s 
projected path, of which 1.5 million are among the most vulnerable who are enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme. 
Typhoon Koppu is the 12th tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility this year. With the strong El Niño that is prevailing 
in the tropical Pacific Ocean, the Philippines had fewer tropical cyclones, delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and weak 
monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to three cyclones to affect the Philippines in November and December. 

Funding 
National and local authorities provided PhP123 million ($2.6 million) worth of assistance to date, according to the 
NDRRMC. Of this, the Department of Social Welfare and Development provided PhP82 million ($1.8 million) and 
local government units provided PhP40 million ($853,700). 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash 
and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0265, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

National authorities set hashtags #LandoPH, #ReliefPH and #RescuePH for this emergency response.  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  
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