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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 6 to 7 November 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 8 November. 

Highlights 
 Category 5 Typhoon Haiyan (locally known as 

Yolanda) has entered the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility and is moving at a speed of 33 
kilometres per hour towards Region VIII (Eastern 
Visayas) with a total population of 4.1 million people. 

 Haiyan is projected to make landfall in Guiuan, 
Eastern Samar or Abuyog, Leyte province in the 
morning of 8 November. 

 Government has recommended pre-emptive 
evacuations for residents in low lying, mountainous 
and coastal areas in anticipation of possible flash 
floods, landslides and storm surges as a result of the 
typhoon. 

 

 
   Source: Pacific Disaster Center; Philippines National Statistics Office;  
   Global Administrative Areas 

Situation Overview 
Typhoon Haiyan (locally known as Yolanda) intensified into a Category 5 super typhoon as it moved over the 
Philippine Sea and entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) during the night of 6 November. The centre 
of Haiyan was located 543 kilometres (km) southeast of Guiuan municipality, Eastern Samar province as of 4:00  
according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Service Administration (PAGASA), the 
country’s weather bureau. Haiyan had maximum sustained winds of 215 kilometres per hour (kph) near the centre 
with wind gusts of up to 250 kph. The typhoon has slightly accelerated as it continues to move towards Region VIII 
(Eastern Visayas) at a speed of 33 kph. Eastern Visayas has an estimated total population of 4.1 million people 
according to the National Statistics Office. 

Haiyan is expected to make landfall in Guiuan, Eastern Samar or Abulog municipality, Leyte province in the 
morning of 8 November. After hitting Guiuan or Abulog, PAGASA projects the typhoon to move across the 
provinces of Leyte, Biliran, northern Cebu, Iloilo, Capiz, Aklan, Romblon, Semirara Island, southern Mindoro and 
the Calamian Group of islands in Palawan and will exit the Philippine landmass towards the West Philippine Sea by 
the night of 8 November. The estimated rainfall within the 600 km diameter of the typhoon is heavy to intense (10 
to 30 millimetres per hour). PAGASA has issued a public storm signal number 4 (winds of more than 185 kph is 
expected in at least 12 hours) in Eastern Samar, Samar, Leyte, Southern Leyte and Biliran Island. Signal number 3 
(winds of 101 to 185 kph is expected in at least 18 hours) in Northern Samar, Masbate, Northern Cebu including 
Cebu City and Bantayan Island. 

The forecasted path and strength of Haiyan has been compared to Category 5 Typhoon Mike (locally known as 
Ruping) which hit the Philippines in November 1990. Mike went across Leyte, Cebu, Bohol, Negros Occidental, 
Mindoro Occidental, Marinduque and northern Palawan. A total of 222,026 houses were completely destroyed and 
630,493 partially damaged; 90 per cent of water facilities in Cebu were damaged. 

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) began issuing public advisories since 
5 November alerting local authorities to monitor the situation, take precautionary measures and disseminate early 
warning information to communities. The Government has pre-positioned about 84,700 family food packs and quick 
response teams were mobilized at the national and regional level. Evacuation centres are currently being identified 
and pre-emptive evacuations recommended to residents in low lying, mountainous and coastal areas in anticipation 
of possible flash floods, landslides and storm surges as a result of the typhoon. Heavy equipment were also pre-
positioned to landslide prone areas. 
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The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) has alerted local chapters along the typhoon’s path and conducted an inventory of 
supplies and equipment in regional hubs located in Leyte, Negros Occidental, Cebu and Albay which can easily 
respond to the affected areas based on the current typhoon track. The PRC is preparing to provide rescue, 
assessment, water and sanitation, emergency health, shelter, food and non-food distribution services to affected 
communities. 

On 7 November, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator ad interim sent a letter to the Chairman of the 
NDRRMC reiterating the offer of international assistance to the Government as needed. The NDRRMC Executive 
Director welcomed the offer of technical assistance in the conduct of a joint rapid needs assessment. A UN 
Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team in coordination with the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management has arrived in Manila to provide additional capacity to the 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to support the Government. Members of the UNDAC team include technical 
staff from Télécoms Sans Frontière and the Asia-Pacific Humanitarian Partnership. 

Given the projected path of the typhoon, the government has invited the HCT to deploy to Tacloban City, Leyte at 
the earliest possible time to participate in a joint rapid needs assessment and provide information and 
communications technology. An advance team including UNDAC is scheduled to be deployed to Tacloban in the 
early morning of 8 November. 

Another low pressure area is also developing in the Pacific Ocean which may enter PAR by next week. PAGASA 
expects five more typhoons to develop and affect the Philippines by the end of the year. 

General Coordination and Response Preparedness 
The NDRRMC held an emergency meeting on 6 November to take stock of the government’s response capacity. 
All government line agencies are on full alert to respond to the potential effects of the typhoon. Special concern 
was raised with regards to the earthquake affected people in Bohol who remain in makeshift tents including field 
hospitals. Efforts are currently underway to move those in tents into concrete structures. A new eye witness 
monitoring mechanism using the local police is also being rolled out to facilitate access to real time information on 
damage to key public infrastructures. 

A special preparedness meeting was convened by the HCT on 7 November to organize a joint multi-cluster initial 
rapid needs assessment. A roster of assessment members composed of technical staff from the clusters available 
for immediate deployment following further guidance from the government was developed. HCT members have 
mobilized personnel, pre-positioned stockpiles (such as hygiene and WASH kits, emergency shelter, reproductive 
health supplies, child friendly spaces, water bladders, and ready to eat food), alerted partners along the typhoon’s 
path and notified suppliers for additional relief materials. Ongoing programmes in Visayas and Mindanao may also 
be tapped to provide additional support if needed. 

With the recent successive emergencies in the Philippines which began with the outbreak of fighting in Zamboanga 
City and Basilan on 9 September and the 7.2 magnitude Bohol earthquake on 15 October, the response capacities 
of many agencies in the HCT is overstretched. Considering the potential magnitude of the typhoon’s impact, 
additional surge support may be required. Logistics was also identified as a potential challenge given the depletion 
of existing stockpiles due to multiple emergencies in the Philippines. Additional airlifts may increase the cost of 
transporting additional materials. 

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel: +63 2 901 0265, Cell +63 917 513 9924 

Sebastian Rhodes Stampa, UNDAC Team Leader, rhodesstampa@un.org, Cell +63 926 690 3679 

Joseph Tabago, Humanitarian Affairs Analyst, tabago@un.org, Cell +63 917 810 9033 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: addawe@un.org  
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