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Philippines: Typhoon Hagupit 
Situation Report No. 1 (as of 5 December 2014) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 4 to 5 December 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 7 December. 

Highlights 

 Typhoon Hagupit has slightly weakened as it moves towards 
Eastern Visayas Region with maximum sustained winds of 
195 km/h. 

 Hagupit is projected to make landfall between Northern Samar 
and Eastern Samar provinces during the night of 6 and 
7 December.  

 The President of the Philippines chaired the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council to oversee the 
preparedness efforts ahead of the typhoon’s landfall.  

 More than half a million people in the typhoon’s projected path 
have sought refuge in evacuation centres so far.  

 The Philippines Humanitarian Country Team and partners 
stand ready to assist the Government as needed.  

 

 

 

 

Situation Overview 
Typhoon Hagupit (known locally as Ruby) continued to gain strength since it entered the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR) on 4 December. As the typhoon reached 370 km east of Borongan City (Eastern Samar 
province) in Region VIII (Eastern Visayas) on 5 December, 4 p.m. (Manila time), it slightly weakened with maximum 
sustained winds of 195 km/h and gusts of up to 230 km/h according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), the country’s weather bureau. Hagupit is moving at 13 km/h 
at northwest direction towards Eastern Visayas and is projected to make landfall between Eastern Samar and 
Northern Samar province during the night of 6 and 7 December. Storm surge of about 4 to 5 metres along the 
coastal areas is expected along with heavy to intense rain and strong winds. 

After potential landfall in Eastern Visayas, Hagupit may cross the Visayas and exit PAR by the morning of 
10 December, according to PAGASA. However, the rainband will affect Region V (Bicol) and areas south of Metro 
Manila. Other weather systems including a ridge of high pressure area in the northern part of the Philippines, 
however, is affecting Hagupit making its track unpredictable according to various forecast models.  

Public storm warning signals 1 or 2 (http://bit.ly/1tO0kOD) have been issued in regions IV-B (MIMAROPA), V 
(Bicol), VI (Western Visayas), VII (Central Visayas), VIII (Eastern Visayas), X (Northern Mindanao) and XIII 
(Caraga). Classes have also been suspended in some of these areas in preparation for the typhoon. 

Hagupit is the 18
th
 tropical cyclone to enter PAR this year. In November 2013, Category 5 Typhoon Haiyan 

(Yolanda) first made landfall with maximum sustained winds of at least 235 km/h and gusts of 275 km/h in Guiuan 
municipality, Eastern Samar. 

Response Preparedness 
The Government began preparedness measures for Typhoon Hagupit on 2 December by initiating Pre-Disaster 
Risk Assessments in areas which may be affected by the typhoon. Emergency response operation centres were 
activated and national and local authorities began pre-positioning relief supplies and personnel for deployment.  

http://bit.ly/1tO0kOD
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Pre-emptive evacuation orders were also issued particularly in coastal areas and communities affected by the 
Mayon Volcano in Bicol taking into the account that heavy rains brought by the typhoon may trigger lahar flows. 
The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) reported that 120 evacuation centres are open 
hosting some 6,300 families (30,500 people) in regions VIII and XIII as of 10 a.m. on 5 December. Over 100,000 
families (500,000 people) along the typhoon’s projected path have sought refuge in evacuation centres by noon.  

Assessments of evacuation centres were conducted by the Government supported by humanitarian partners in 
areas still recovering from Typhoon Haiyan (regions VI, VII and VIII). In Region VIII, for example, most of the 
evacuation centres are still not repaired particularly in Samar and Eastern Samar provinces. Authorities are 
considering the possibility of establishing open space evacuation centres if required; additional tents will be 
needed. 

Private businesses have also been actively engaging in preparedness. For example, a major telecommunications 
company is on standby to provide free WiFi and install landlines in affected areas and the Response Cluster 
Operations Center.  

The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent has activated their disaster response teams and 
chapters of the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) have been alerted in Visayas and Mindanao. The PRC are supporting 
local disaster risk reduction and management councils in disseminating early warning messages and pre-emptive 
evacuations. Relief supplies have been pre-positioned in Manila and Cebu. 

The Government called on international partners working on rehabilitation and recovery in Typhoon Haiyan-
affected areas to continue with the effort under the leadership of the Office of the Presidential Assistant for 
Rehabilitation and Recovery (OPARR) and not divert resources to respond to Typhoon Hagupit. Additional capacity 
will be required to respond to needs that may arise from the passage of the typhoon.  

General Coordination 
Beginning on 3 December, the Government is coordinating the response under eight “response clusters” 
articulated in the National Disaster Response Plan for Hydro-meteorological hazards released on 20 October 2014 
(http://bit.ly/1ylCprD). They include: (a) Camp Coordination and Camp Management, Protection and Emergency 
Shelter; (b) Food and Non-Food Items; (c) Logistics; (d) Emergency Telecommunications; (e) Search, Rescue and 
Retrieval; (f) Health; (g) Management of the Dead and Missing; and (h) Education. The “response cluster” is led by 
a government department supported by HCT member agencies that co-lead key sectors within a “response 
cluster”.  

On 4 December, the President of the Philippines chaired the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (NDRRMC) meeting reiterating the need to step up preparedness efforts. On the same day, the 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) was briefed by the NDRRMC on the NDRP and a follow-up joint preparedness 
meeting was held on 5 December afternoon. The HCT will convene a response planning meeting on 6 December. 

For the first time in the Philippines, a Humanitarian Civil-Military Coordination Centre will be co-located in the 
NDRRMC operations centre to support the response clusters operations including the use of military assets to 
delivery relief supplies. In-country military assets from the United States and Australia are on standby to provide 
support if required according to the Office of Civil Defense. 

The Government has activated the “One Stop Shop” at the Cebu International Airport in order to expedite the 
customs procedure for humanitarian organizations bringing relief goods into the country. Cities of Davao, Cagayan 
de Oro, Butuan and Koronadal in Mindanao will serve as hubs to assemble relief packages for response clusters.  

Based on initial projections of the typhoon’s impact on the vulnerable people in the Philippines and in consultation 
with key government counterparts, the acting Humanitarian Coordinator on behalf of the HCT and partners 
expressed readiness to support Government’s preparedness and relief efforts as needed. The Government will 
coordinate with the HCT on the conduct of a rapid damage and needs assessment as soon as the situation allows.  

A Member States briefing was organized by the HCT on 5 December. In the briefing, it was reported that the 
Department of Health, currently, does not require additional support from international medical teams and donation 
of medicines should be coordinated and registered. Personnel from areas affected by the Ebola outbreak who may 
be deployed to the Philippines should also be informed that there is a 21 day quarantine policy upon arrival in the 
Philippines. 

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Mobile +63-917-513-9924 

Orla Fagan, Asia-Pacific Regional Public Information and Advocacy Officer, fagano@un.org, Mobile +63-917-597-7219 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org 
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