
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Over 85,000 people affected 

by seasonal flooding in 

Maguindanao province, 

southern Philippines. 

 Government sets target to 

close largest evacuation 

centres in Zamboanga City. 

 Community consultations in 

Typhoon Haiyan-affected 

areas reveal gaps in 

livelihood and shelter 

assistance in Western 

Visayas Region upland 

villages. 

 Women civil society 

participates in ECOSOC 

high-level panel on aid 

effectiveness. 

 

FUNDING 

Typhoon Haiyan 

788 million  
requested (US$) 

 

59% funded 
 

Zamboanga Action 
Plan (revised) 

12.8 million  
requested (US$) 

 

43% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

Heavy rains cause flooding in Mindanao 
Over 85,000 people affected by floods across Maguindanao province 

Moderate to heavy rains which began 
on 13 June continue to cause flooding 
in Mindanao, southern Philippines. In 
Maguindanao province, 17,063 families 
(85,315 people) have been affected 
across 16 municipalities according to 
the National Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council as of 26 
June. While no evacuations have been 
reported, affected communities are 
advised to take precautionary 
measures as water levels remain 
unstable. Nine municipalities have 
declared a state of calamity. Local 
authorities continue to lead the 
response with 25,000 people provided 
with food packs. 

Heavy rains and strong winds also destroyed 60 houses and agricultural crops in Tupi 
municipality, South Cotabato province, on 19 June and landslides have been reported in 
North Cotabato and Bukidnon provinces. 

Local disaster response authorities are monitoring the situation, particularly the 
accumulation of water hyacinths along major rivers. In June 2011, central Mindanao 
experienced extraordinary rainfall which flooded 104 municipalities including Cotabato 
City and affected some 350,700 people. The flooding was exacerbated by build-up of 
water hyacinths along the major rivers, which prevented the natural flow of waterways 
and inundated villages in low-lying areas. 

Partners to scale up response in Zamboanga 
Target set for closure of largest IDP evacuation centres 

On 17 June, the Secretary of the Department of Social Welfare and Development and the 
UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator jointly led a partners mission to Zamboanga 
City, with representatives from Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Spain, the United 
States, the Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the European 
Commission and the Humanitarian Country Team. The mission was appraised of the 
humanitarian situation resulting from fighting between the military and a faction of the 
Moro National Liberation Front in September 2013. 

With some 26,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) still in evacuation centres and 
transition sites in Zamboanga, significant concern was raised over a protracted  
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humanitarian situation. Contributions 
towards the Zamboanga Action Plan and 
progress towards durable solutions have 
been limited. Partners emphasized the 
importance of scaling up current levels of 
humanitarian assistance (particularly with 
regards to improving water and sanitation 
facilities) while ensuring that all IDPs have 
equal access to durable solutions. Return 
or relocation should be voluntary and 
conducted through meaningful 
consultation. 

As part of the plan to improve the living 
conditions of the IDPs, the Government 
announced the closure of the Cawa-Cawa 

shoreline and the Joaquin Enriquez Sports Complex evacuation centres by July and 
December, respectively. IDPs will be temporarily transferred to transition sites while 
permanent housing is constructed under the Government’s recovery plan. 

Typhon Haiyan recovery update 
Gaps in livelihood and shelter assistance remain in Western Visayas 
upland communities 

Nearly eight months after Typhoon Haiyan, the Western Visayas Region continues to 
recover. Field missions to upland municipalities in Aklan, Capiz and Iloilo provinces were 
conducted in conjunction with community consultations facilitated by the Accountability to 
Affected Populations Working Group and the Food Security Cluster. The missions 
confirmed that significant gaps in shelter and livelihood assistance remain. 

According to Shelter Cluster partners, only 16 per cent of shelter requirements in Iloilo will 
be covered by ongoing or planned activities. The expected coverage is even lower in 
other provinces: 13 per cent in Aklan, 6 percent in Capiz and only 2 per cent in Negros 
Occidental. Shelter Cluster partners are currently undertaking assessments and it is 
expected that these figures may increase as additional data becomes available.  It has 
also been observed that, while upland areas in Aklan and Iloilo provinces are receiving 
slightly more shelter assistance now compared to three months ago, those in Capiz and 
Negros Occidental are receiving significantly less aid compared to the coastal or lowland 
communities. 

Livelihood assistance in Western Visayas is inadequate with communities in upland areas 
receiving little or no support. Existing support is concentrated on fisher-folk and some 
agriculture, while micro-enterprises (e.g. sari-sari stores or variety stores), subsistence 
farmers and other agricultural workers require more assistance. 

Western Visayas Region Community Consultations 

As part of the Typhoon Haiyan After Action Review in Region VI (Western Visayas), the 
Accountability to Affected Populations Working Group facilitated community consultations 
on 3 and 4 June to ensure that the voices of the affected communities were reflected in 
the discussions of humanitarian partners. Communities reported receiving initial relief 
from the Government, the private sector and humanitarian agencies. However, many 
unmet needs remained and there was a feeling of vulnerability with the start of the rainy 
and typhoon season. Shelter and livelihood are key concerns as many people are still 
living in tents and are unable to find reliable sources of income. Some of the consulted 
communities noted that this was the first time, since the relief effort began, that they were 
asked about the response. 

  

 
Credit: OCHA / Cworks 
Zamboanga City (17 June 2014) – IDP children playing at  
the outskirt of the Joaquin Enriquez Sports Complex which  
is hosting some 13,000 people. 
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shelter and livelihood 

remain key concerns. 
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For further information, please contact:  
David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Mob. +63 917 513 9924 
Joseph Tabago, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, tabago@un.org, Mob. +63 917 810 9033 
 
For more information, please visit http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
To be added or deleted from the mailing list, please email: manipol@un.org  

Eastern Visayas Region show signs of economic recovery 

While much of the focus in the aftermath of 
Typhoon Haiyan has been on the response of 
humanitarian and development actors, this only 
tells a small part of the story of the economic 
recovery that is being driven by the affected 
communities and small businesses. 

More than seven months after the destructive 
force of Haiyan ripped through the centre of 
Tacloban City, it is once again buzzing with 
commercial activity. Around 40 per cent of the 
businesses affected by the typhoon have now 
reopened according to the Office of the Mayor; 
most of these businesses are restaurants and 
grocery stores. Large multinational companies have reopened their local factories and 
some are also beginning to expand operations. Tacloban now has an estimated daytime 
population of 1.2 million people (compared to a night-time population of 240,000 people) 
due to the resumption of commercial services.  

According to the Tacloban Chamber of Commerce, in order to continue the current 
recovery, priority should be given to restore infrastructure to its pre-typhoon capacity. The 
trade-based economy of the region will need Tacloban Airport to return to 24-hour 
operation by November (one year after the disaster) to avoid setting the economy back 
several years. The speed of economic recovery, however, continues to be significantly 
slower outside of Tacloban particularly with small businesses outside of the major 
populated areas. 

In Brief 
ECOSOC high-level panel discussion on aid effectiveness 

As part of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Humanitarian Affairs 
Segment, a high-level panel discussion on effective humanitarian assistance was held in 
New York on 24 June. Community-based women civil society and Typhoon Haiyan-
affected people participated in a live feed from Manila to highlight the gender dimension 
in humanitarian response. The speakers highlighted the importance of linking local 
structures at the village level to the response as well as how needs are better analyzed 
when the communities, particularly women's associations, are involved in decision-
making processes. 

Asia-Europe Meeting Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 

From 4 to 6 June, the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction was held in Manila. The ASEM Conference highlighted lessons learned from 
Typhoon Haiyan and other disasters and focused on innovation in disaster preparedness, 
response and public-private partnerships. The President of the Philippines noted that 
Haiyan “[is] the new normal brought about by climate change [and it] is not only here to 
stay; its effects are worsening at an alarming pace.” The Tacloban Declaration was 
endorsed in the ASEM Manila Conference and elaborates new policies and principles for 
disaster risk reduction. This comes at a crucial time as the Hyogo Framework for Action, 
a ten year global disaster risk reduction and management plan, is about to end in 2015. 
The Tacloban Declaration is available at: http://bit.ly/1ySZ9md. 

 

 
Credit: OCHA / James St John Cox 
Tacloban City (27 June 2014) –  Temporary stalls line 
the streets of Tacloban, as traders utilize vacant lots 
and closed chain stores to sell their goods. 
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