
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 School attendance is 100 per 

cent, though 1,134 classrooms 

were completely destroyed, and 

many children are studying in 

temporary learning spaces. 

 Revised Bohol Earthquake 

Action Plan seeks $34 million  

 Malnutrition rate (Global Acute 

Malnutrition) at emergency 

threshold according to nutrition 

survey. 

FIGURES 

# of people whose 
homes were 
damaged or  
destroyed 
 

367,760 

Tarps and tents 
provided 

46,149 

Houses totally or 
partially damaged 

79,217 

# of people provided 
with hygiene 
items/kits  

220,606  

***Children 6-59 months 
screened 
 
SAM   (2.58%) 
MAM  (9.24%) 
GAM  (11.82%) 

12,800 
 
 
330  
1180 
1510 

# of people receiving 
emergency sanitation 

109,660 

Source: Department of Social Works and 
Development (DSWD); cluster 
information 

 

FUNDING 

33.8 million  
requested (US$) 
 

19 million 
Unmet (US$) 

 

45% funded 
   Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 
Credit: WFP / S. Geroy 
Tubingon Municipality, Bohol Province (25 January 
2014) – A school boy watches as emergency school 
feeding supplies for his school are unloaded. The first 
two cycles of school feeding will be completed by the 
end of February. 
 

Humanitarian needs persist 
Four months after a 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
struck Bohol Province on 15 October 2013, 
significant needs in shelter, early recovery and 
health services remain. The earthquake 
destroyed or damaged the homes of 367,760 
people. A total of 1,910 people remain in official 
evacuation centres and all evacuation centres are 
expected to close by the end of March according 
to local officials. Temporary and permanent sites 
for relocation are currently being identified. 

Although Typhoon Haiyan (locally known as 
Yolanda) did not cause significant damage in 
Bohol, it directly impacted the response capacity 
of partners. Many government and international 
humanitarian organizations shifted resources 
from Bohol to the Haiyan affected areas.  

The Bohol Earthquake Action Plan (BEAP) has received much less attention which has 
severely impacted humanitarian partners’ ability to mobilize additional resources.  More 
than half of the 15 million that has been provided for the Bohol Earthquake Action Plan 
was received in the three weeks before the typhoon, and it has been difficult to raise 
resources over the last three months. 

Major increase in participation of local NGOs in Bohol’s recovery 

The lack of presence of international organizations has now been largely filled by national 
and local non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Those national NGOs now have an 
established capacity in Bohol, and can implement projects quickly, but the current 
constraint is securing funds for the remaining shelter and early recovery needs. The 
revised BEAP was launched on February 6 and included 13 new recovery projects in 
Shelter and Early Recovery/Livelihoods that include local partners. Half of the shelter 
cluster partners are local Bohol NGOs and provincial government partners and are 
working on building and repairing houses and the providing shelter repair kits. 

Malnutrition rate at emergency threshold level 
Nutrition survey reveals Global Acute Malnutrition rate around 12 per cent 

Prior to the earthquake, there was an existing challenge in the management of child 
malnutrition in Bohol. In early 2013, out of 52,600 children screened, 460 children were 
identified as underweight and 2,666 as severely underweight.  A rapid nutrition 
assessment conducted a week after the earthquake in more than 600 evacuation centres 
revealed no cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 11 Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) cases from 940 children under five.  Therefore, nutrition was not 
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Credit: CRS / K. Truog 
Bohol Province – Local carpenters building a core house. 
 

 
Credit: UNICEF 
Bohol Province – Trained nurses conduct malnutrition 
screenings in earthquake affected areas 
 

considered a priority at the emergency onset and did not receive sufficient funding or 
attention. 

However, a follow up nutrition assessment 
integrated with immunizations nearly two 
months after the earthquake which 
screened 12,800 children under five  
revealed 1,180 (9.2 per cent) had MAM and 
330 (2.6 per cent) had SAM and so a Global 
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 11.8 per 
cent. With other aggravating factors such as 
damaged and destroyed water, sanitation 
and hygiene systems and health facilities, 
acute malnutrition in Bohol has reached 
emergency threshold level (8 to15 per cent 
GAM). 

The deteriorating nutrition situation in 17 
municipalities was expected as acute 
malnutrition evolves slowly in emergency affected populations. Malnutrition requires a 
strengthened and well-resourced intervention from partners. At present, there is only one 
implementing partner in Bohol to support the government in screening children under 5 
years and providing therapeutic food.  

The Nutrition Cluster has identified three priority response areas: treatment of all 
malnourished children, capacity building and technical expertise on handling malnutrition 
at community level; and establishing malnutrition surveillance system. Although training of 
trainers for Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition was conducted as soon 
as the nutrition assessment was completed in January, only two staff from each 
municipality participated. Additional health staff need to be trained to handle treatment of 
malnourished children at the community level. Establishing a nutrition data system is also 
needed to support planning and programing. 

Nutrition Cluster partners have been providing Ready to Use Therapeutic Food to 
severely malnourished children and supplemental feeding for moderately malnourished 
children. However, the response was able to cover the 330 SAM cases already identified 
in the 12,800 sample. Ongoing screening by the Department of Health will cover about 
50,000 children by March. It is projected that about 1,180 SAM cases may be identified 
based on the December sampling. There is an urgent need for funding to treat 
malnourished children in Bohol and to strengthen surveillance. 

Revised Bohol Earthquake Action Plan 
$34 million sought to respond to residual needs in Bohol 

In January, the Humanitarian Country Team revised the BEAP. The Revised Action Plan 
which seeks US$33.8 million to continue to respond to the humanitarian needs of the 
earthquake-affected communities was launched on 6 February. It includes a total of 32 
projects from 20 UN agencies, IOM, non-governmental organization (NGO) and local 
partners across 11 sectors. The BEAP is available at: http://bit.ly/1bEKUcf.  

Response and early recovery activities 
Identification of land for permanent relocation is a major challenge  

According to the Camp Coordination 
and Camp Management Cluster 
(CCCM), 430 families are still in 
evacuation centres while others live in 
tents on their own land or with family or 
friends. Tracking and comprehensive 
registration of internally displaced 

 It is projected that about 

1,180 SAM cases will be 

identified in on-going 

nutrition assessment and 

there is an urgent need 

for funding to treat these 

cases. 

http://bit.ly/1bEKUcf
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Credit: UNDP/ C. Grumo 
Tubigon Municipality, Bohol Province. 
Cash-for-work activities for debris 
removal at the municipal hall 
 

persons in evacuation centres is a challenge as people tend to frequently move between 
their damaged houses and tents due to continuing aftershocks and the onset of weather 
disturbances (rains and flooding brought by low pressure areas and tropical depression) 
during the past several weeks. 

The identification of suitable land for building shelters for people living in hazardous or 
no-build zones prior to the earthquake remains a major challenge. The CCCM Cluster is 
identifying limited transitional shelter solutions for families, where permanent re-
settlement will be delayed due to the lack of suitable land for relocation. In close 
coordination with Shelter Cluster partners, CCCM expects to support the transfer of 
families from at least 10 evacuation centres expected to close by the end of February. 

Other major challenges related to housing and resettlementinclude verification of the 
extent of damage in all municipalities, and ensuring good quality materials and 
appropriate building methods (e.g. earthquake and typhoon resistant designs) are used. 
The shelter cluster has expressed concerns over the quality of shelter materials and 
repair kits provided to affected families for retrofitting and rebuilding of houses. It is also 
currently assessing the houses that were built by all partners to check that they meet 
agreed standards on earthquake and typhoon resistant designs, and provide guidance on 
improvements or corrections. 

Government and partners provide education, shelter, health and livelihood 
support 

Despite the ongoing funding gaps in shelter, early 
recovery and livelihood and health, there has been 
significant progress in many areas.  

School attendance resumed quickly after the 
earthquake with quick support provided in 
establishing temporary learning centres. School 
attendance after the Christmas break was close to 
100 per cent. Resources have been secured and 
contractors identified to repair 673 of the 1,134 totally 
damaged classrooms 

NGO partners in collaboration with the government 
will build over 8,000 core houses for affected families. 
Local shelter materials will be used to revitalize the 
local economy.  

Over 30 rural health tents and temporary birthing 
facilities to replace collapsed health facilities and 
emergency disease surveillance system were established by the Health Cluster; medicine 
and medical equipment were also provided. Remaining debris continues to be cleared 
through cash-for-work programmes organized by the Early Recovery and Livelihood 
(ERL) and Food Security clusters. 

The ERL Cluster in partnership with the Department of Labour and Employment, the 
Technical, Education and Skills Development Authority and local government units are 
providing training in basic construction skills to address the demand for repair and 
reconstruction of houses. To support these efforts and continue addressing the food 
needs of Bohol’s affected population, the Food Security Cluster started early recovery  
activities, in coordination with the ERL cluster, to provide food and cash. 

WASH partners integrate livelihood and shelter to address sanitation needs 

The WASH Cluster has been addressing emergency sanitation needs across all the 
affected areas in schools, hospitals, and evacuation centres. Most interventions have 
supported needs at the household level.  

Partners have provided latrine kits (such as toilet bowl with construction materials) to 
families who are also recipient of shelter repair kits.  

NGO partners in 

collaboration with the 

government will build 

over 8,000 core houses 

for affected families. 

Local shelter materials 

will be used to revitalize 

the local economy.  
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For further information, please contact:  
David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Mob. +63 917 513 9924                  
Jock Paul, Head of Bohol Sub-Office, paul11@un.org, Mob. +63 917 858 2151             
Russell Geekie, Public Information Officer, geekie@un.org, Mob. +63 927 898 2513              

For more information, please visit http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
To be added or deleted from the mailing list, please email: addawe@un.org  

 

 
Credit: Shelter Cluster 
Information flyer in the local language on how to 
make houses more resilient 

 
Credit: UNICEF/ C. Vidad 
Pangangan Island, Calape Municipality – 
Families receiving latrine repair kits 

Shelter partners have also integrated latrine 
construction in their activities. Sanitation 
vouchers are also being used to enable 
families to select materials for latrine 
construction and to support the recovery of 
the local economy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication with Communities 
Clusters integrate CwC into Bohol response programmes  

Communications with Communities (CwC) helps meet the information and 
communication needs of affected populations and is critical to deliver the right aid and 
services. It ensures that interventions, and the ongoing early recovery work are tailored to 
community and individual needs. Responding to continued feedback from communities, 
the CCCM Cluster included a CwC section in their bi-monthly Displacement Tracking 
Matrix assessments. Communities surveyed identified information on Government 
recovery plans, shelter issues, food item deliveries, and beneficiary selection process, as 
the most needed information.  

The Shelter Cluster is developing posters to 
explain which partners are working in the 
community, which activities are being 
conducted. It will also provide details on the 
design of the shelter or the materials being 
provided. Information, Education and 
Communication materials have been distributed 
materials in the local language (Bisaya) to 
inform municipalities on the ‘build back better 
methodology’ with key tips for rebuilding 
wooden and cement houses. The new posters 
will explain the complaints mechanism for 
shelter interventions and who to contact if there 
are any concerns or questions. 

Since 6 February, a weekly radio show aired 
throughout Bohol has been hosted by the 
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) “Kapihan 
sa PIA,” in partnership with the CCCM Cluster. 
The show has covered shelter and livelihood 
issues, humanitarian funding and humanitarian 
presence. Clusters are also working with to 
produce newsletters to support feedback 
mechanisms. 

Partners strengthen 

feedback mechanisms 

and information 

dissemination to affected 

communities. 

http://url/
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
mailto:addawe@un.org

