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Situation Overview 
More than 3 million people (593,561 families) in the Philippines were affected by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
on 15 October. The quake was centered within two miles of Carmen town on the island of Bohol, north of 
Mindanao. Its effect was felt across Central Visayas and as far as the coastlines of Mindanao. The quake 
triggered landslides engulfing entire homes, ripping apart bridges and tearing down centuries-old churches.  

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) reported 144 people have died, 
291 injured, 23 are missing (as of 16 October, 7 p.m.). National authorities say 134 people died in Bohol 
province. At least nine others died in nearby Cebu province and one on Siquijor Island. Of the dead, two people 
were trapped inside the Congressman Castillo Memorial Hospital. These casualty figures are likely to rise as 
rescue teams reach isolated villages and communities in the coming hours. Seven cities in three different 
provinces are affected.  

According to the NDRRMC the quake damaged over 300 homes. However, this number is expected to rise as 
communications remain poor in most areas. A joint team of the Department of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) and the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) arrived in Carmen town on 16 October, the epicenter of the 
quake. Preliminary assessments reveal three injuries and no loss of life. According to their assessment, 3,379 
homes are partially destroyed and 968 are totally destroyed. This is approximately 50 per cent of the total homes in 
the town. As a result, people are now sleeping in the open or beside their homes. With rainfall expected, living 
conditions of displaced communities are expected to deteriorate. 

As a result, the DSWD opened additional evacuation centres, bringing in the current number of operational 
evacuation centres to 51, serving 5,992 families or 30,359 people. Some 1,438 families or 7,065 people are living 
outside evacuation centres. Many of these are living in the open, fearing to return home as extensive aftershocks 
continue. The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) reported at least 941 aftershocks 
since Tuesday morning.  
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As of Wednesday evening, structural damage has been reported in Bohol, Cebu and Negros Occidental, with the 
most significant problems in urban centres such as Tagbilaran and Cebu. 20 bridges and four roads are not 
accessible in Bohol. 67 per cent of power supply has been restored in Bohol province but water supply remains an 
issue. Several water pipes have been contaminated in different areas.  

All airports in the affected regions are working. However, the Tagbilaran seaport is closed. Classes have been 
suspended in schools and universities across Cebu city and Bohol province.  

According to the joint DSWD-HCT team in Carmen, a local Health Unit is destroyed and as a result, pregnant 
women are now giving birth in the back of an ambulance. There is an urgent need for medical gloves, emergency 
lights, antibiotics, painkillers, medicines, OB kits and oxytocin. A field district hospital is extensively damaged and 
there is an urgent need for generators and latrines here. The two latrines in local schools are currently serving as 
the hospital latrines. Power lines have been damaged in Carmen and water pipes are contaminated. As a result, 
the town of 44,000 people has no clean, drinking water. The logistics cluster has identified warehousing needs in 
Bohol province and will provide two Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) - one at the airport and another in the city.  

There are concerns that local livelihoods will also be impacted as Carmen's famed 'Chocolate Hills' is a famed 
tourist destination and has been partially damaged. 

The President of the Philippines Benigno Aquino III visited the quake affected areas on Wednesday reassuring 
people of his support. The local governments of Bohol and Cebu have declared a state of calamity and efforts are 
now focused on reaching isolated and rural areas. 

Humanitarian Response 
On Wednesday, a joint DSWD-HCT team deployed to Tagbilaran city to conduct multi-cluster rapid needs 
assessment in Bohol. Priority sectors identified, so far, are camp coordination and camp management, emergency 
shelter, food and non-food items, protection, coordination and information management.  

The ASEAN Coordinating Center for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA) is chartering a flight in the coming days to 
deliver shelter and non-food items from Malaysia to Bohol. Philippine Red Cross volunteers and staff have been 
mobilized to assess the damage and respond to immediate needs. Staff and volunteers are working in coordination 
with local disaster response teams. Additional Red Cross teams from the national headquarters are being readied 
for deployment. 

WFP has pre-positioned stock piles of 1,000 metric tons of rice, 15 metric tons of high energy biscuits (with an 
additional 10 metric tons in the pipeline), and non-food items like generator sets, tents and mobile offices.  

DSWD has released Philippine peso 10 million (US$232,000) to purchase relief materials, pre-positioned 2,000 
family food packs and have on stand-by an additional PHP96.8 million ($3.3 million). 250,000 pounds worth of relief 
materials have been airlifted from Manila to Tagbilaran. Teams from the military are assisting in rescue and relief 
operations. 
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