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people inside 
evacuation 
centres 
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people outside 
evacuation 
centres 

 838,806 
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Bopha Response 

76.3 million  
requested (US$) 

 

48% funded 
 
Central Mindanao 

35.5 million  
requested (US$) 

 

2% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

Lighting up Mindanao 
Lanterns bring new life to communities 
In the aftermath of Typhoon Bopha (Pablo), one community in Barangay Prosperidad, 
Montevista Municipality found reasons to celebrate when the Protection Cluster provided 
them with solar lanterns. 
The solar lanterns have changed life for remote villages affected by the deadly typhoon. 
People previously relied on hand-held kerosene lamps because there was no electricity. 
The tribal chieftain of Barangay Prosperidad remarked “if it were not for Pablo, we would 
have never received better lighting.”   
The lanterns, which also have a mobile phone charger, were distributed to vulnerable 
communities including villages completely destroyed by the Typhoon Pablo and also 
those weakened by decades of armed conflict.  Many remote communities where there is 
no infrastructure for the supply of electricity were also selected to receive lanterns. 
From a target of 118 priority communities, 87 are already reached and 4,300 lanterns for 
142 public places have yet to be distributed. Almost 10,000 people have so far received 
the lanterns with an equal distribution between men and women.  
There is considerable economic benefit with the lanterns as families save a minimum of 
PHP 50 per week, allowing them to divert this money for other family necessities.  The 
lanterns also benefit women and children who feel safer to walk more freely at night and 
children make good use of light in the evenings to study after sun down.  
Having a mobile phone recharger as part of the lantern means that families can stay 
connected with relatives and friends. It also provides extra security for women, enhancing 
their protection. 
The individual cost of each lamp is just US$38.75. 

Attention focuses on water and sanitation  
Report reveals gaps in WASH  
Since the activation of the WASH Cluster for the Typhoon Pablo Response in December 
2013, substantial monitoring was carried out in coordination with active WASH partners 
throughout the affected regions. The response was significant with life-saving measures 
put in place; however some major WASH gaps still remain throughout Compostela Valley 
(CV) and Davao Oriental (DO). 
A recently released WASH gap analysis document highlights that more than four months 
after the typhoon, the underfunding of the Bopha/Pablo Action Plan for Recovery (BAP) is 
a matter of major concern. The WASH Cluster is just over 40 per cent funded, and such a 
large deficit is impeding a more rapid and effective response. 
The lack of funding for key recovery activities such as water system rehabilitation and 
permanent shelter reconstruction means extremely vulnerable families do not receive the 
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Credit: WASH Cluster 
A young competitor in Cateel for UN World Water Day, 
22 March 2013. 

full benefits of the first stage of the WASH response, and remain in prolonging poor living 
conditions.  
The rehabilitation of water systems requires more time and funds, especially in areas 
where almost 100 per cent of the pipelines are damaged. In terms of sanitation, the need 
to construct and/or rehabilitate household toilets remains the Cluster’s biggest challenge. 
To date, the provincial government of Davao Oriental is committed to provide assistance 
in the construction of household latrines to cover 88 per cent of affected households.   
Other WASH issues emerged in emergency latrines constructed at evacuation centres 
and temporary relocation sites. For example septic tanks require monthly de-sludging but 
plans are yet to be formulated to ensure this takes place. Also, there is a lack of trained 
WASH committees to oversee the management of facilities.  
A number of WASH partners are preparing their respective exit strategies which 
effectively hands over the responsibility for early recovery activities to the LGUs 
(provincial, municipal and barangay levels). 
The government needs to take cognisance that most of the humanitarian agencies will 
eventually leave the area and the government will be required to respond to WASH 
needs by addressing gaps, mobilizing resources, monitoring the situation and ensuring 
effective cluster coordination. 

UN World Water Day celebrated in schools  
Hundreds of Typhoon Pablo-
affected children from 16 schools in 
Cateel, Davao Oriental took part in, 
launched a “Health is in our Hands” 
Campaign on the 20th anniversary of 
UN World Water Day on 22 March.  
It was only in the aftermath of Pablo 
that the importance of access to 
safe water, sanitary and hygiene 
facilities was highlighted for the 
children and their families. The 
children participated in a poster 
making competition to highlight the 
key WASH messages from the 
campaign. Until recently, both 
teachers and children were unaware 
of UN World Water Day.  
“Health is in Our Hands” aims to highlight the need for better hand washing to protect 
health – particularly the health of children.  
The campaign promotes the key message that hand washing with soap can save lives 
and protects people from illnesses such as diarrhoea, acute respiratory illness (ARIs) and 
prevents conditions like cholera, which were already a concern in affected areas before 
Pablo. Thanks to the collaboration with biggest telecoms companies in Mindanao 
messages via SMS to affected populations on the importance of clean water were 
received. Other campaign activities included a major leaflet drop (250,000) to affected 
families and a radio campaign with adverts on health practices. The radio campaign will 
continue to run in to April.  
“The biggest challenge is to ensure long term safe water needs in temporary resettlement 
areas, spontaneous transitional sites, and other areas where people are rebuilding 
homes,” says Rory Villaluna, WASH Cluster Coordinator. “This campaign, led by children 
and community groups, is vital to saving lives and protecting health,” added Villaluna.  
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Evacuees from Sabah peak at 640 on one day 
HC provides update on the evacuees from Sabah 
The Regional Human Rights Commission of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(RHRC ARMM) reported the arrival of 4,439 evacuees from Sabah to Basulta between 6 
and 27 March. This includes at least 807 women, 902 girls, 416 boys and nine elderly 
people.  
More than 70 per cent of those registered landed on Sulu (Patikul, Jolo, Indanan, Parang, 
Siasi) and others arrived in Tawi-Tawi (Bongao, Sibutu, Simunul) and Basilan. Most 
travelled by commercial boats from Sandakan, Semporna and Lahad Datu in Sabah or 
transited through Taganak on Tawi-Tawi’s Turtle Island. The evacuation peaked on 13 
March with 640 arrivals and has since fluctuated with another peak of 500 people arriving 
on 21 March.  These figures do not include those who sidestepped government 
registration services. 
 
In early March, the Government established Crisis Management Committees (CMC) at 
the national, regional and provincial levels for coordination, data collection and analysis, 
as well as planning and delivery of relief and rehabilitation assistance to the evacuees. 
The main CMC, based in the Western Mindanao Command, Zamboanga City, is chaired 
by the ARMM Officer-in-Charge Governor.   
 
Evacuees are given stress debriefing, counselling service, transportation support, food 
and supplies to meet their basic needs at the five evacuation centres set up in Sulu and 
Tawi-Tawi, according to the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD). By 
28 March, DSWD reported that more than 4,700 evacuees were provided with relief aid.   
 
A one-stop processing centre was set up to facilitate the evacuation on Taganak, a 
landing point for evacuees, just a half hour boat ride from Sandakan. DSWD, Department 
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the Bureau of Immigration and the Department of Labor and 
Employment collaborated to set up the 24/7 service. CMC’s Recovery Rehabilitation 
Team developed an action plan with a budget of $900,000 to provide livelihood 
assistance to help people settle back in their hometowns.  
 
In Lahad Datu, Semporna and Tawau in Sabah, teams from the Philippine Embassy in 
Kuala Lumpur and from the Philippines, have started to contact evacuees. The teams 
have delivered relief goods and provided consular services in four evacuation centres, 
sheltering an estimated 1,500 evacuees. It is hoped that coverage will expand in the 
coming days and weeks.  
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Credit: OCHA / O. Fagan 
John Ging meets relief workers and community members in Barangay 
Andap, New Bataan municipality, 24 March 2013. 

For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Davao City: Barry Armstrong, Head of Sub-Office, armstrongb@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-529-6691 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | 
www.reliefweb.int 

Media urged not to allow Pablo needs fall off 
the agenda 
OCHA Director reminds international media of gaps in response 
With so many demands on the 
international donors’ attention and 
funding veering towards the 
conflict zones of the Middle East 
and Central African Republic, the 
needs of the people of Mindanao 
can easily fall off the agenda.  
That was the message delivered 
to the media and donors at a 
recent press briefing in UN 
headquarters in New York when 
OCHA Operations Director, John 
Ging, addressed the media in the 
aftermath of his visit to Typhoon 
Pablo affected area.  
Ging praised the way the 
government in Mindanao adapted 
the cluster system to suit local 
needs and to deliver aid in a more efficient and effective manner.  He cited the Philippines 
as a case of best practice that should be held as example to others in crisis.   
NGOs and UN agencies working in the area took the opportunity to air their concerns and 
challenges, in a meeting with the director.  The underfunding of clusters, most notably the 
Shelter Cluster along with the WASH, Livelihoods and Education Clusters, was raised.   
The importance of funding education as a long term strategy to mitigate against future 
disasters was stressed by John Ging, who raised these and other issues at the press 
conference after his visit. 

In Brief 
A series of 'After Action Review' workshops, to assess the humanitarian response to 
Typhoon Pablo, will be jointly conducted by the Office for Civil Defence (OCD) and OCHA 
from  8-16 April. The goal of the review is to bring together the Government of the 
Philippines (GoP), humanitarian agencies and civil society to share experiences and best 
practices on Pablo response, and apply the lessons learned to future disaster response 
operations. Workshops will be held in Compostela Valley and Davao Oriental provinces, 
and Caraga region. 
 
 
 


