
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Shelter main priority for 

recovery 

 Mindanao peace talks 

continue 

 Empowering women through 

reproductive choices 

FIGURES 

Bopha Response 

Displaced 
people inside 
evacuation 
centres 

15,064 

Displaced 
people outside 
evacuation 
centres 

 918,928 

Houses totally or 
partially 
damaged 

158,741 

Source: Department of Social 
Welfare and Development Disaster 
Response Operations Monitoring 
and Information Center (DSWD 
DROMIC), 5 April 2013  
 

FUNDING 

Bopha Response 

76.3 million  
requested (US$) 

 

48% funded 
 

Central Mindanao 

35.5 million  
requested (US$) 

 

3% funded 

Source: Financial Tracking Service 

Working to restart coconut industry 
Combining innovation to bring homes and livelihoods to communities   

The devastation of coconut trees was the biggest blow to agriculture in eastern Mindanao 
in the aftermath of Typhoon Pablo.  With four million trees destroyed and the livelihoods 
of thousands of people in jeopardy, the Governor of Davao Oriental and the Early 
Recovery Cluster brought together all the humanitarian partners on 9 April to consider 
cash-for-work options for victims of Pablo. 

Coconut lumber is a valuable commodity which can be utilized to produce shelter, 
housing, furniture and used by craftsmen to produce interior goods.  The enormous 
quantity however also causes challenges for the early recovery of devastated 
communities.  Setting fire or burning these trees is not an option for its negative effect on 
the environment and possible adverse effect on the health of the community.  

An added challenge from the sheer quantity of rotting trees is the possible infestation of 
Rhinoceros beetle in the 43 barangays of the three most affected municipalities.  The 
beetles are found in southeast Asia and many islands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 
They attack species of palms including coconut, betel nut, sago palm and dates and feed 
on pandanus and other fleshy plants.   

If left unattended the fallen coconut trees will become conducive breeding places for the 
beetles, bringing a further blow to the already limping coconut industry. The Philippine 
Coconut Authority (PCA) estimates that stakeholders have up until June to help prevent 
the infestation.  
 

The province has put together a debris management plan which aims to cut and properly 
dispose of the vegetative debris, clean up farmlands to enable rapid planting of crops and 
coconut, the timely use of coconut lumber for shelter, schools and destroyed centers, and 
to provide the main resource for livelihood craftsmanship.   

The plan kicked off in the last week of March with the participation of a number of 
agencies from the UN and government, with inputs at the provincial level for expertise in 
chainsaws, fuel, seeds and cash-for-work resources.  However the success of this plan is 
dependent on firstly clearing the fallen coconut trees.   

 

Report reveals shelter is the main priority for recovery  

The resettlement sector is the most urgent priority for recovery in Typhoon Pablo-affected 
areas in Compostela Valley and Davao Oriental provinces.  This was revealed in the 
recent Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) jointly conducted by the Office of Civil 
Defense and the Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council at regional, provincial 
and municipal levels in Region XI.  
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The government recommends over 40 per cent of the total funding needs in their 
recovery strategies for permanent shelter construction, land acquisition, and land 
development (see charts below). Other priority sectors are infrastructure, livelihood, and 
social (health sector and education).  

The assessments were conducted in January and February this year in 11 municipalities 
in Compostela Valley and seven in Davao Oriental. PDNA gives all humanitarian 
stakeholders, including the government, affected communities, and donors, a multi-
sectoral and technical overview of the damage pattern and the reconstruction and 
rehabilitation needs and priorities to be addressed in post disaster recovery.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Davao Oriental Province, Post Disaster Needs Assessment for Typhoon Pablo 21 January- 6 February 2013, 2013 

 

Full reports are available on the Philippines Humanitarian Response website 
(http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/). 

General food distributions continue through 
election period  
The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) recently reported that the 
government will continue to provide relief assistance to Typhoon Bopha (Pablo) victims in 
Region XI, with additional family food packs to 2,608 affected families in Compostela 
Valley province.  DSWD reports that relief aid for all the victims will continue until June 
2013 or even beyond if assessments show that relief assistance is still required.   

Elections for national, local and the ARMM region will take place on 13 May and DSWD 
announced they have instituted several measures to safeguard programs and activities 
from partisan politics during the run up to the election. Measures include intensifying 

Resettlement  
(PhP7.4 billion) 

Infrastructure 
(PhP5.3 billion 

Social  

(PhP1.9 billion) 

Livelihood 

(PhP2.1 billion) 

Infrastructure  
(PhP5.4 billion) 

Livelihood  

(PhP 2.4 billion) 
Social  
(PhP 0.5 billion) 

Resettlement 
(PhP6.0 billion) 

Source: Davao Oriental Province, Post Disaster Needs Assessment for 

http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/
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Credit: UNFPA/R. Villas 
A young competitor in Cateel for UN World Water Day, 
20 March 2013 
 

communication efforts to ensure beneficiaries are accurately informed of their selection 
and delisting processes.  

The participation of all field personnel is prohibited in any partisan political activity and 
violators will be suspended according to DSWD.   The prohibited political activities 
include, but are not limited to: threatening, intimidating or inducing any beneficiary to 
attend a political activity, endorsement of a political candidate to the beneficiaries, 
distribution of partisan political literature, and promoting any political candidate while in 
the performance of official duties. 

Mindanao peace talks continue 
The Malaysia Government continues to facilitate the peace talks for Mindanao with the 
37th formal exploratory talks between the Government of the Philippines (GPH) and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) concluding in Kuala Lumpur on 11 April 2013. The 
talks were attended by the international contact group (ICG), including Japan, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Turkey, the United Kingdom, the Centre for 
Humanitarian Dialogue, Conciliation Resources, Muhammadiyah and the Asia 
Foundation.  

The peace panel’s technical working group continues to work on the architecture for a 
normalization process.  The Malaysian government facilitated the exchanges covering 
wealth and power sharing. There was agreement for a terms of reference signed for 
Sajahatra Bansmoro, the development programme jointly undertaken by MILF and GPH 
to deliver socio-economic services to target communities in Mindanao.  

The panels agree to hold the next meeting after the 13 May Philippines elections. 

Evacuees update 

The Crisis Management Committee reported 7,522 evacuees from Sabah as of 11 April 
2013.  There are currently 173 evacuees awaiting validation while the 163 deportees who 
arrived in Tawi-Tawi on 9 April were not included in the numbers. 

Building resilient communities, one young 
mother at a time  
Empowering women through reproductive choices  

Medical services catering for teenage mothers and their babies are provided by the 
Reproductive Health Working Group, who recently visited Compostela in Compostela 
Valley.  
 
These missions provide services to pregnant and breastfeeding women, with a special 
focus on teenage mothers who fall into a 
higher risk category.  Teenage mothers 
are more prone to complications as their 
bodies are not fully developed to carry a 
baby and giving birth can be risky.  Girls 
are much more likely to drop out of 
studies if they give birth, depriving them 
and their babies of life skills for the 
future.  
 
Marcuebe Cañon, an 18-year-old mother 
recently visited the mission with her one 
month old baby.  “I am happy that my 
baby and I can be both finally checked by a doctor,” she said. “We haven’t had a medical 
check-up since I gave birth.”  
Teenage pregnancy increases risks for both mother and child and to-date almost 24,000 
women and girls (aged 10 to 44 years) received reproductive health services including 
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women, especially the 

poor, want to limit or 

space their pregnancy, 

but do not have access 

to reproductive health 

services. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Davao City: Mel Schmidt, Head of Sub-Office, schmidtm@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-529-6691 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | 
www.reliefweb.int 

over 4,000 women like Marcuebe, who are either pregnant or breastfeeding.  In 
Compostela Valley alone 14 per cent of the pregnant women provided with services are 
teenagers, higher than the national average of 9.5 per cent. 
 
The missions provide medical care for mothers and babies. Complicated, high risk cases 
are identified and referred to functioning health facilities with transport provided. Other 
activities include the distribution of medicines and multivitamins, dignity kits for pregnant 
and lactating women, hygiene kits for women and men.  Information sessions are also 
conducted on safe motherhood, family planning, HIV and sexually transmitted infections, 
adolescent reproductive health and gender-based violence.  
 
At least 10 health centres, including a District Hospital, in Compostela Valley and Davao 
Oriental are still unable to provide the medical care that mothers and their newborn 
children need. Damage to health facilities caused by Pablo is estimated at PhP 2.3 billion.  
Funding of contraception is also insufficient resulting in supply falling short of demand. 
 
The impact of these missions extends beyond those displaced by Pablo. Access to 
reproductive health information and services was identified before the disaster as many 
women and girls, especially the poor, want to limit or space their pregnancy, but do not 
have access to reproductive health services. This represents a “silent emergency”.  
 
Access to reproductive health information and services immediately after a disaster is 
critical to ensure safe deliveries and to save lives of mothers and children. However, what 
Marcuebe’s experience shows, is that after safely surviving the disaster, continued 
access to these services is also critical as people struggle to build back their lives.   
 
When a woman can plan her family, she can plan for the future. When young people 
have the information they need, they can make healthy choices and are empowered to 
achieve their full potential.  Addressing the reproductive health needs of women and girls, 
men and boys in the Pablo-affected communities, is at the very heart of recovery efforts 
to build resilient and sustainable communities. 
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