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This report is issued by OCHA ROLAC in collaboration with its humanitarian partners and with the input of official institutions. It covers the 
period April 23-27, 2016.  The next report will be published around April 30, 2016. 

Highlights 

 Humanitarian partners continue to mobilize 
national and international assistance in 
coordination with local counterparts; multisector 
assessments (MIRA) are ongoing.  The overview 
of the main needs is better known. 

 A Flash Appeal (US$72.7 million) has been 
presented to the donor community and 
humanitarian partners. 

 Concern exists regarding the lack of information on 
the number of people that have been affected but 
are not in shelters, particularly those in remote 
areas. 

 1The number of casualties has reached 659 and 
health assistance has been provided to 27,732 (4,605 injured during the first 72 hours of the emergency).  42 
persons are still missing and approximately 7,000 buildings have been destroyed.  The number of people in 
shelters has increased to 29,067. 

Overview of the Situation 
At the beginning of the second week after the 16 April 7.8 magnitude earthquake, casualties increased to 659 and 
the number of missing persons to 42.  Humanitarian assistance is being provided in the most affected areas and the 
MIRA rapid evaluation process is ongoing – both of which are providing a clearer picture of where resources are 
mostly needed. 

The response is being coordinated through 12 technical sector groups which is similar to the global cluster system.   

Currently 103 facilities are being used as shelters (39 active shelters and 64 temporary shelters) that host 
approximately 29,067 people (the population relation in Ecuador is 49.52% men and 50.48% women2).  957 persons 
have been identified as handicapped, and 281 out of them are in shelters and 153 remain with host families.  The 
government is implementing measures to finance the reconstruction, including tax increases and donating a 
percentage of salaries. 

SGR has launched the website ecuadorlistoysolidario.com to channel all forms of national and international relief. 

Some 9,550 volunteers are actively supporting the emergency, out of a national roster of 52,135 volunteers. 

 

                                                      
 
1 SGR, report N° 48, as of April 27, 2016, 10:30. 
2 INEC 2016. 

659 
Casualties 

27,732 
Injured (4.605 due to the 

earthquake) 

350,000 
People in need  

(of 750,000 affected) 

29,067 
People in 
shelters 

US$72 Million 
Flash Appeal to assist to the most 

affected people 

Foto: UNDAC 

https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/mira_final_version2012.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/mira_final_version2012.pdf


Ecuador Earthquake Situation Report No. 7 | 2 
 

 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Financing 
The UN, together with its humanitarian partners, launched an international Flash Appeal for US$72.7 million to assist 
350,000 people over three months.  The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated $7 million to the 
emergency.  So far only 13 per cent of the Flash Appeal of has been covered, most of which are CERF funds. 

 

Earthquake in Ecuador 2016 

US$72.7 million 
requested 

 

Financing by sector (in million US$) 

 
It is recommended that all humanitarian actors, including donors and receiving agencies, inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) 
about their cash or in-kind contributions by e-mail addressed to: fts@un.org 
 

Plan International Ecuador increased its emergency response budget from US$4 million to $5.1 million. This funding 
will benefit 75,000 people for six months of programs for children and grants for reconstruction of houses. 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies Appeal (18,350,836 CHF) is 21% covered 
(3,845,783 CHF) in committed and received funds. 

WFP started its operations with an initial contribution of US$500,000. 

The European Community Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Office (ECHO) has allocated € 1 million, which will 
be submitted though the European Union to the humanitarian partners in the country. 

USAID / OFDA have allocated US$2.7 million for response activities. 

Humanitarian Response 

National authorities 
Power supply in most of the affected sectors has been reestablished and potable water supplies in the province of 
Manabí are operational.  Water is being distributed by tanks in places where there is no supply. Partners, such as 
the Red Cross are using treatment plants to provide water to shelters. 

Affected roads have been rehabilitated.  MIDUVI, together with SGR, started a detailed survey on damages to 
buildings. 

SGR has created new coordination sector groups: 1. Solid waste management, 2. humanitarian relief coordination, 
3. volunteers, and 4. communications. 

The Presidency of Ecuador stated that it has received 13,000 tons of food and three ships have arrived to the Manta 
port with thousands of liters of water. 

National authorities ask all organizations and individuals that wish to contribute to the emergency, to coordinate 
through the Secretariat of Risk Management.  The focal point is: Evelyn Jaramillo 
evelyn.jaramillo@gestionderiesgos.gob.ec 
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International community 
The European Union has mobilized a team of experts to assess structural damages. It has also sent water treatment 
and purification kits, medicine, hygiene kits, blankets, reinforced plastic for temporary roofs and power generators. 

The USAR Team from Spain was demobilized on April 27. 

The United Kingdom has deployed damage assessment experts to Pedernales to support engineers from the 
Ecuadorian army. 

The Red Cross program for finding family members has received 1,031 requests - 216 of these were resolved. 

World Vision is managing a US$ 2.6 million micro-credit portfolio for entrepreneurs in Manabí. The organization 
estimates that it is directly assisting 30,000 people. 

More than 100 international organizations, local and international NGOs, donors, agencies and programs of the UN 
and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement are supporting the Government with the emergency 
response. 

We suggest the people that have arrived to the country for the emergency relief to register at the Humanitarian ID 
website https://humanitarian.id/#/ or submit an e-mail to ecuador@redhum.org for guidance. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Equipment, water sources and well drilling in sites where water transport is not 
feasible. 

 Sewage water drainage in camps, health centers and friendly spaces. 

 Proper sanitation systems and waste disposal. 

 Hygiene good practices (water transport and treatment, hand washing and vector control). 

 Showers, hand basins and sinks in shelters. 

Response: 

 The water, sanitation and hygiene sector group was reactivated in Pedernales.   

 More than 30 NGOs are working in the water sector. 

 SENAGUA has supplied water to the affected areas through mobile plants and trucks. 

 UNICEF has provided 20,000 water purification tablets and 60 latrines in Pedernales, in addition to14 water 
tanks and 31,000 water vessels. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 The main challenge is water quality. 

 Quantitative data on the affected population and needs. 

Contact: Grant Leaity gleaity@unicef.org Ph: (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 1522 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Temporary emergency shelter and emergency relief items are urgently needed.   

Response: 

 Tents should be used only for short periods and in a few places. 

 Response options are: host families, financial support for rent and provision of temporary and permanent 
housing. 

 Humanitarian and private technicians are planning different options regarding shelter. 

 The sector is tracking the arrival and distribution of non-food items. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 The earthquake modified the landscape and new risk and soil mapping should be produced to develop 
temporary and permanent housing plans. 

Contact: Anna Pont anna.pont@ifrc.org +1 202 910 6834, Manuel Hoff mhoff@iom.int  IOMECalbergues@iom.int 
+593 999668857 

$14 million 
for 50,000 people 

$16 million 
for 100,000 people 

https://humanitarian.id/#/
mailto:ecuador@redhum.org


Ecuador Earthquake Situation Report No. 7 | 4 
 

 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management  

Needs: 

 Constant aftershocks have caused progressive displacement to safe areas.  
More information is required on the profile of the displaced population. 

Response: 

 The sector is supporting the Government with the following activities: 1) identification of land for camps, 2) 
training humanitarian actors for better response coordination, 3) identification of non-food items priorities, 
4) in coordination with the Ministry of Urban Development, Housing and Environment, preliminary design 
for temporary shelters. 

 Support for the implementation of a system to register displaced people in shelters, and establish a shelter 
and camp management coordination structure. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 There are no maps that can used for planning camps. 

Contact: Damien Thuriaux dthuriaux@iom.int Ph. (593 2) 3934400 

 Food Safety 

Needs: 

 Ensure that the most vulnerable populations have continuous and regular 
access to food through food kits and grant programs to support food and 
nutritional safety and livelihood reconstruction in fragile environments. 

Response: 

 WFP is working with the Government to deliver food kits as a first stage and is planning to start delivering 
grants soon.  It has reached an agreement with a supermarket chain that was previously selected for 
emergencies. 

 Food relief (kits for three days) has been delivered to 65,710 affected persons in the provinces of Manabí 
and Esmeraldas, particularly in shelters, and 5,710 people in hospitals (kits for 15 days). 

 In addition to food kits, the sector is planning to distribute grants to 27,370 families during the next month. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 WFP will carry out a food safety assessment in coordination with the Government and other partners.  The 
current planning will be reviewed on the basis of the results of the assessment. 

Contact: Kyungnan Park Kyungnan.Park@wfp.org Ph. (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 1606 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Immediate recovery of the cold chain in 16 health centers and reestablishment 
of the regular vaccination program. 

 Assessment of the infrastructure of the main distribution center located in 
Quito, which was affected by the earthquake. 

 Reassessment of 35 affected health centers in order to define reconstruction or repairs (16 hospitals at 
different levels and 19 health centers type A, B and C). Prioritization according to coverage and complexity. 

 Repair and reposition of the equipment of 14 inoperative health centers (7 hospitals and 7 health centers). 
Prioritization according to coverage and complexity. 

 Psychosocial care and protection for health staff, sheltered persons and communities in affected areas. 

 Development of health promotion activities for disease prevention in affected populations. 

Response: 

 Support MSP in restoring the cold chain in priority health units. 

 Assessment of the main distribution center located in Quito (April 30, 2016). 

$4 million 
for 100,000 persons 

$16 million 
for 260,000 people 

during 45 days 

$4.5 million 
For 245,000 people 

mailto:dthuriaux@iom.int
mailto:Kyungnan.Park@wfp.org
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 Support to the recovery of the internal mobility of patients and internal logistics of medical items by 
repairing the elevator of the Rodríguez Zambrano General Hospital of the Ministry of Public Health in 
Manta.  

 Reassessment of damaged hospitals according to the priority agreed with MSP. 

 Procurement of items to enhance access to safe water in shelters and health centers in Pedernales, Jama 
and Muisne. 

 Deployment of an inter-agency team from PAHO / WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF to define the mental health 
intervention strategy in Manabí. 

 Support for the development of information, communication and promotion materials for the prevention of 
diseases in the affected areas. 

 Support for the development of tools, strategies and methodologies for the strengthening of 
epidemiological surveillance in the affected areas.  

Gaps and Limitations: 

 Data on epidemiological surveillance and water quality in shelters and health centers should be 
consolidated. 

Contact: Gina Tambini tambinig@paho.org  Ph. (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 1905 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Psychosocial assistance with differential approach 

 Strengthening of community participation in relief actions 

 Communication on rights and responses addressed to the people in shelters 
and other affected people that are not in the camps 

 Prevention of VSBG risks in host places 

 Definition of service processes for family reunification 

 The initial estimation made from Ministry of Foreign Affairs database is that 17,900 people have requested 
asylum in the provinces of Manabí, Esmeraldas, Santo Domingo, Guayas and Los Ríos. 

Response: 

 IFRC, IOM and UNHCR visited potential sites to install camps for approximately 3,000 people. 

 Actions are being coordinated and advocacy is being carried out through two SGR two working sectors 
regarding protection and livelihoods to establish response protocols for protection risks. 

 UNHCR and UNWomen trained the military on VSBG identification and prevention in the province of 
Manabí. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 Lack of data and comprehensive diagnostic of protection needs and risks. 

 Lack of a case monitoring mechanism to prevent and respond to rights violations. 

Contact: Peter Janssen janssen@unhcr.org Ph. (593 2) 2460330/32, Ext. 1665 

 Education 

Needs: 

 Procure safe learning spaces for children, build the teachers capacities and 
provide basic materials to start school activities. 
 
 

Response: 

 The education in emergency group will establish 50 temporary schools for some 20,000 children and 
adolescents in the municipalities of Muisne, Pedernales and Jama. 

 Classes in the affected areas will start on July 4. 

 The Ministry of Education has developed a national plan with different strategies to respond to the needs of 
affected children to guarantee their right to education. 

 UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Education in creating a coordination group to organize the 
humanitarian response in the education sector in the most affected areas. 

$3 million 
for 200,000 people 

$5.5 million 
for 120,000 people 

mailto:tambinig@paho.org
mailto:janssen@unhcr.org
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 UNICEF will provide basic educational materials to 60,000 children and adolescents for the beginning of 
classes.  It will also coordinate a social protection network around temporary schools and capacity 
strengthening for teachers and other stakeholders. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 The construction and rehabilitation of temporary and definite educational infrastructure should start 
immediately after official shelters are defined. 

Contact: Grant Leaity gleaity@unicef.org  Ph. (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 1522 

Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Approximately 7,000 buildings are destroyed and almost 1,000 are seriously 
damaged. 

 MIDUVI and the Presidency of the Republic officially requested UNDP’s 
technical assistance for debris removal. 

Response: 

 Upon request from the Government and in coordination with other agencies, UNDP is defining priority lines 
for short and medium term recovery.  The Ministry of Housing, in coordination with national partners and 
the sector group is carrying out a rapid assessment of damages to buildings. 

 The early recovery sector has created three work sub-groups: 1. debris management and community 
infrastructure, 2. livelihoods, and 3. host families. 

 The early recovery livelihoods sub-group is actively working with the private sector. 

 The Ministry for the Coordination of Production, Employment and Trade requested UNDP to design and 
implement an economic recovery program. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 Limit the mobilization of families to temporary camps through rapid housing repair promotion. 

Contact: Nuno Queiros Nuno.Queiros@undp.org Ph. (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 2201 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 Improve coordination, foreseeability, punctuality and efficiency of the logistic 
response.  Support the provision of humanitarian relief to the affected 
population. 

Response: 

 The logistic sector response team coordinates international flights in close cooperation with the 
Government of Ecuador.  Two more UNHRD flights will bring humanitarian cargo from Panama.  

 WFP started a special $2 million operation that encompasses logistic activities to complement the global 
emergency response. 

Gaps and Limitations: 

 Rain is affecting land transportation from Quito to the province of Manabí. 

 92 per cent of telecommunications in the province of Manabí are currently operational. 

Contact: Andrew Stanhope andrew.stanhope@wfp.org Ph. (593 2) 2460330 / 32, Ext. 1606 

 

 

 

$7 million 
for 100,000 people 

$2 million 
to support logistic 

operations 
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General Coordination 
The Resident Coordinator, Mr. Diego Zorrilla, leads the operations as Humanitarian Coordinator. 

Sectoral work groups have been created for inter-sector coordination and are present in the Government’s sector 
groups. 

In support to the Humanitarian Coordinator, OCHA led the application process for CERF and the Flash Appeal, 
directly working with the sector leaders. 

Working groups have been created to manage data and public information for project follow-up and support purposes. 

Standard information management tools are being promoted among humanitarian partners and SGR, who have 
expressed their interest in using Humanitarian ID and Humanitarian Response during the operation. 

The Head of the Regional Office of OCHA travelled to the field together with donors to coordinate contributions to 
the Flash Appeal. 

Four coordination centers have been established: 

 Quito: lead by the Humanitarian Country Team and the Emergency Operations Center. 

 Guayaquil: in the main office of the National Secretariat for Risk Management.  

 Portoviejo: On-Site Operations Coordination Center (OSOCC) osoccportoviejo@gmail.com 

 Pedernales: Sub OSOCC, subosoccpedernales@gmail.com  
 
 

For more information, please contact:  

Darío Álvarez, UNDAC Head of Mission, alvarez6@un.org. Satellite cell phone: +88 164 145 2632 

Wendy Cue, Head of Office, cue@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6676-1689 

Brenda Eriksen, Information Management Officer, eriksenb@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6780-4457 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org  

To be added to or removed from the distribution list, please write to: ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Crisis Background 
The United States Geological Survey reported that the earthquake registered 7.8 degrees in the Richter scale and occurred at 18.58 (local 
time) on Saturday (23.58 GMT). This earthquake is the strongest to hit the country since 1979. According to the Geophysical Institute of 
Ecuador, there have been more than 788 aftershocks, some registering more than 6.0 degrees. The epicenter was between the cit ies of 
Cojimíes and Pedernales, in the northern area of the province of Manabí – which has the most affected communities. The Government 
declared a state of exception for the entire country. Authorities have declared a state of emergency for the provinces of Santa Elena, Manabí, 
Esmeraldas, Guayas, Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas and Los Ríos. The city of Pedernales, in the Manabí province is the most affected 

and has been declared a state of disaster. 

mailto:osoccportoviejo@gmail.com
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http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

