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This report is produced by OCHA ROLAC in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from [21 to 24 Mar 2017]. The next 
report will be issued on or around [28 Mar]. 

Highlights 
• Heavy rains have created emergencies in Peru 

and Ecuador.  Rains are expected to continue 
through the weekend. 

• In Peru, 12 departments have been declared under 
a state of emergency for risks from the rising 
Amazon Rivers. Another seven departments have 
been declared under state of Sanitary Emergency 
due to worsening health risks. 

• The latest report from Peru’s National Civil 
Defence Institute (INDECI) indicates 111,098 
people have suffered total loss, 666,534 people 
affected, 269 people injured, 20 people missing 
and 84 people killed.  

• Assessments are ongoing in affected areas of 
Peru to better determine the scale of the needs 
and damages. 

• A 10 member United Nations Disaster 
Coordination Team (UNDAC) arrived in Peru on 20 
March and are currently carrying-out rapid 
assessments with the Humanitarian Country Team 
until 27 March.  

• In Ecuador, the Government has declared a state 
of emergency for four provinces. Some 33,393 
people have been affected and 22 shelters are 
open. 
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Situation Overview 
Persistent rains continue in the northern and central parts of the Peru and are expected to continue unto 25 March.  
The heavy rains have caused infrastructure damage in Peru with 12,987 houses collapsed, 13,974 houses 
uninhabitable and 149,541 houses damaged. The majority of the people are living with friends and neighbours. 
At least 35 educational institutions have collapsed, 410 are uninhabitable and 1,239 are damaged. Eleven health 
facilities have collapsed, 17 are uninhabitable and 70 are damaged.  
The Ministry of Health (MINSA) reports that more than 13,172 people have sought medical attention in 370 districts 
of eleven regions that are under a state of emergency. Of the 3,722 health facilities in the emergency zones, about 
99 per cent are operational and have the essential medicines. 
Road infrastructure throughout the country has suffered damage, which is hampering national transport: 6,986 km of 
paved roads and 5,909 km of rural roads have been destroyed or damaged, while 194 bridges are destroyed and 
322 are damaged. 
A 10 member United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team (UNDAC) arrived in Peru on 20 March 
to support the Resident Coordinator and the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT). The UNDAC team is currently 
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supporting the HCT in multi-cluster/sector rapid assessment missions in the departments of Lambayeque, Lima and 
Piura Provinces until 27 March. The analysis of the assessment will help to determine the severity of the crisis and 
the priority areas for assistance. 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent has launched an appeal for 3.9 million CHF (USD 3.9 
million) to assist 50,000 people. 
The Government of Ecuador declared a state of emergency for the provinces of Esmeraldas, Guayas, Manabi and 
Santa Elena) and an orange alert for the provinces of El Oro, Loja and Los Rios. Sixteen people have died, 1,181 
people have suffered total loss and 33,393 people are affected. Twenty-two temporary shelters have been opened 
in nine provinces and are hosting 64 families.  
Preliminary needs are for potable water, medical assistance, temporary shelter, food and protection. The 
Government, through the Secretary of Risk Management, has delivered humanitarian assistance kits and potable 
water. The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is monitoring the situation and partners (Plan International and World 
Vision) have distributed food and hygiene kits in in the affected provinces (Manabí and Esmeraldas). 

Humanitarian Response (Peru) 

 Early Recovery 
Needs: 

• UNDP reports that the overflowing of the Piura River is affecting agricultural and urban areas. Agricultural 
damages need to be assessed in the medium term.  

Response: 
• The Government has been clearing roads and only two highways remain closed 
• The first early recovery sector meeting was held with the participation of the Presidency of the Council of 

Ministers, the National Center for Strategic Planning (CEPLAN), the National Institute for Civil Defense 
(INDECI), UN System Agencies and civil society organizations. 

• The Government issued a decree declaring the preparation of pre-investment studies and the construction 
of the new Central Highway a national priority.  

• The President of the Republic announced an economic revival program of 5,000 million soles (US$1.6 
million) for the promotion of labour projects throughout Peru.  

• UNDP will mobilize two senior specialists to support sector coordination and the recovery planning process.  
Gaps & Constraints: 

• An early recovery needs and gap analysis is needed to identify priorities. 
• A comprehensive recovery strategy is needed, which includes rehabilitation and reconstruction of 

infrastructure and livelihoods that can be progressively implemented and does not restore risk conditions.  

 Education 
Needs: 

• More than 1,000 schools have been damaged although some 63 per cent can 
be repaired in the short term. The Piura Department has the worst losses with 
115 schools unusable and 408 damaged. In Lima and Áncash, 21 schools have 
collapsed.  

• The Ministry of Education is collecting detailed information on the number of students and teachers affected. 
•  There is an increase in displaced populations, which is creating a concern that schools will be needed as 

temporary shelters.  
Response: 

• Ministry of Education has transferred 57.5 million soles (approximately $17.5 million) to regional and local 
education directorates for reconstruction of damaged infrastructure and temporary educational spaces.  

• Ministry of Education is carrying out a detailed damage assessment of schools. It has transferred regular 
preventative maintenance resources to educational institution directors.  

• UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Education in ensuring the continuity of educational services, especially 
to the most vulnerable and excluded children and adolescents, to create safe playing spaces and training 
teachers on resilience and life skills.  

• The Ministry of Education has postponed the beginning of classes in Lima until 27 March.  

1,000 
Schools damaged 
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Gaps & Constraints: 
• Needs analyses and damages assessment are ongoing and are needed to determine priorities. 
• Psychosocial support actions to return to school do not appear as a priority yet. 
• Ministry of Education will support the education sectoral group partners in analyzing any gaps in material 

for psychosocial support and design a teacher-training plan to implement actions in this area. 
• The high level of poverty in affected areas negatively affects school enrolment and the ability to purchase 

school supplies. 

 Agriculture and Food Security 
Needs: 

• More than 25,298 hectares of crops has sustained damages and 11,802 
hectares are lost.  

• The National Water Authority (ANA) reports 150,000 farmers affected in 
Ancash, La Libertad, Lambayeque, Piura and Tumbes.  

• ANA reported that damages to hydraulic infrastructure (river inlets, irrigation canals, etc.) amount to 93 
million soles (USD 28 million). 

Response: 

• The Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation (MINAGRI) has provided farmers with 1,000 soles (USD 300) per 
hectare damaged and is considering expanding the Catastrophic Agrarian Insurance coverage to the entire 
country with a 100 per cent state subsidy.  

• WFP is assisting 388 families through livelihood protection and food production modules.  
• In Lima, the food supply has been restored with 6,500 tons of food added to wholesale markets to help 

regularize prices. 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Legislation is needed to prevent speculation and hoarding of goods and services during emergencies. A bill 
has been presented for discussion. 

 Health 
Needs: 

• At least 400 health establishments have been damaged 
• There is an increase in vector transmitted diseases which could present a health 

risk 
• There have been suspected and confirmed cases of zika (1027 cases), 

chikungunya (317 cases) and cases of leptospirosis. 
• Damages to water and sewage systems could worsen short and long-term health problems.  

Response: 

• The Ministry of Health (MINSA) declared a sanitary alert in the departments of Tumbes, Piura y Lambayeque 
until 9 May. 

• Around 13,172 people sought health care in facilities in 370 districts of the 11 regions under the state of 
emergency. 

• The Ministry of Health’s (MINSA) Emergency Mobile Care System (SAMU) deployed 349 mobile clinics and 
16 medical posts in Lima. 

• MINSA fumigated more than 250,000 homes and larval control was carried out in 261,000 homes as part of 
a mosquito control plan. 

• The Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) deployed health specialists, four teams to help with WASH 
and epidemiology assessments and equipment.  

• The health sector is meeting regularly 
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 Nutrition 
Needs: 

• Field assessment missions are ongoing to identify the need for food and 
nutritional supplements. WFP and members of the Food Security and Nutrition 
Sectoral Group are participating in the missions.   

• Based on INDECI reports, UNICEF estimates that more than 71,000 children 
under age 5 and more than 21,000 children under the age of 2 have been affected and are in need of 
nutritional support.   

Response: 
• UNICEF and sector partners will produce messages to ensure continuity of breastfeeding and 

complementary feeding. Technical assistance will also be provided to monitor the nutritional status of children 
in affected areas and the appropriate use of zinc supplements for diarrheal diseases. 

• Private companies have donated 411 MT of water, juice and milk 11 MT through the Government’s provision 
of tax benefits for food donations.  

• WFP is supporting national logistic services and logistics and the enumeration of affected population. 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Human resources at the regional and local levels are limited to deal with administrative processes to manage 
food aid and the enumeration of the affected population. 

Protection 
Needs:   

• Save the Children reports that at least 248,000 children have been affected by 
rains and floods in Peru. 

• The risk of crime, violence and abuse among the most vulnerable population is 
increasing.  

• UNICEF, along with the Ministry of Women and Vulnerable Populations (MIMP) are visiting areas in rural 
Lima to determine the impact on mental health and the need for protection mechanisms and spaces. 

Response: 
• MIMP is working with partners to determine the level and type of needs for affected children and 

adolescents in the emergency areas, they are monitoring residential care centres and the level of care 
provided to children. In two centers, children needed to be transferred to safe places.  

• MIMP, together with UNFPA, International Plan, Save the Children and UNICEF are participating in needs 
assessment missions in the four regions most affected. The Sectorial Protection Group has an updated 
contingency plan that will be the basis for guiding State to respond in this sector. 

• World Vision is working with the Child Protection Coordination Board in child-friendly spaces, delivering 
humanitarian aid, and establishing a network of volunteers. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• A broader protection strategy is needed.  
• Lack of information of the needs of the most vulnerable groups: girls, boys, adolescents, people with 

disabilities and older adults.  
• Affected human settlements in Chiclayo and Piura are very poor areas with high delinquency rates. 

Shelter 
Needs: 

• Around 27,000 houses are destroyed or inhabitable and some 53,329 are 
damaged. 

Response: 
• In the department of La Libertad, 34 shelters in six provinces have been opened, which include schools, 

churches, central squares and national terminals. 
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• The majority of families are staying with family members and neighbours. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 

• UNICEF reports that the majority of water and sanitation systems in the affected zones have collapsed. 
Public water services in the majority of the zones has been suspended 

• In Lima the main water treatment plant that provides water to 27 districts in Lima is not fully functional. 
• The management of solid waste is partially suspended, adding to health hazards in the affected zones. 
• Zones in rural Lima that are further away from urban centres have needs for water and sanitation. 

Response: 
• UNICEF and the Ministry of Education (MINEDU) are developing a public awareness campaign aimed at 

the prevention of the proliferation of vectors. UNICEF will provide the Ministry of Health with 50,000 
chlorine tablets and 570 chlorine comparators to monitor water quality. 

• OXFAM has delivered water tanks and latrines in the Lambayeque Region at the request of the 
Government.  

• The Disaster Prevention and Study Center (PREDES) and Pan American Health Organisation have sent 
technical staff, specialized in needs and damage assessments. 

•   The Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECID) activated their emergency agreement with 
Action Against Hunger Spain for 120,000 euros for WASH interventions. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Communication messages need to be strengthen regarding safe water practices, especially how to 

manage solid waste and excreta. 
• The WASH sector is supporting the Government is damage and needs assessments. 

General Coordination 
National Response 
The President of the Republic, Pedro Pablo Kuczynski is coordinating foreign aid and visiting affected areas. The 
national response is led by the Prime Minister, with INDECI in coordination with regional and provincial governments. 
The Armed Forces are providing logistics services for the distribution of humanitarian assistance, with 24,164 military 
personnel deployed for the emergency response.  
The Resident Coordinator and the Humanitarian Country Team are coordinating with national authorities to support 
the response efforts. 
International Response 
Bilateral assistance has been sent by Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Venezuela, Uruguay. 
At the regional level, the Regional Disaster, Emergency and Risk working group (REDLAC) is holding ad-hoc 
meetings in Panama to coordinate regional activities and deployments to Peru. 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has deployed 2030 volunteers 
supported by six national societies, 13 Disaster Management Delegates and 8 Regional Intervention Teams to 
support in logistics, WASH, health and coordination. IFRC has also sent 71.2 MT of humanitarian aid through charter 
flights and shipping containers.  It has also launched an appeal for 3.9 million CHF (USD 3.9 million) to assist 50,000 
people. Other regional specialists have been deployed from Action Against Hunger, Plan International, PAH0/WHO, 
WFP, World Animal Protection (WPA), World Vision and OCHA.  

For further information, please contact:  
Wendy Cue, Head of Office, cue@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6676-1689 
Brenda Eriksen, Information Management Officer, eriksenb@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel +507 6780-4457 
 
For more information, visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org  
To be added or removed from the distribution list please write: ocha-rolac@un.org 
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