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FIJI - Cyclone Daphne
Affected Regions

 

Fiji • Flooding Tropical Depression TD17F-2012  
Situation Report No. 2 
3 April 2012  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Pacific 
SRO. It covers the period from 1 to 3 April 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 5 April 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTs/key priorities 

● Flooding continues after more rain fell in the wake of TC Daphne, but water levels are now steadily 
receding from flood affected areas.  

● The Government of Fiji has declared a State of Natural Disaster for parts of the Western Division, 
populated by approximately 190,000 people. 

● Access to basic services, food and assistance remains a problem with large areas, roads and bridges 
still under water or washed away and water and electricity supply damaged. 

● A list of requested items has been submitted by the Government of Fiji to donor agencies based in 
country, including health, WASH, non-food items and aerial surveillance. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 

Heavy rainfall continued since flash flooding started on 30 March in large 
areas of Fiji, as tropical depression TD17F moved away and Tropical 
Cyclone Daphne passed at distance. With the passing of TC Daphne, 
weather should finally be clearing in the next days. Yesterday water 
levels in major rivers reached critical heights, particularly the Rewa river 
in Nausori, but have been receding slowly.  
The Government of Fiji has declared a State of Natural Disaster for parts 
of the Western Division (north coast and western half of the main island), 
which has been most affected again, after being struck by floods earlier 
this year in January. The total population of these areas is 192,666 
people (2007 Census). A donor meeting is organised today (3 April) by 
the government of Fiji.  
As of last night 8,584 people stayed in 127 evacuation centres in western 
division alone, of which 41 are schools. In the Central Division 24 
evacuation centres were open. Five people (1 female, 4 male, 1 child)  

are now confirmed dead as a result of the floods while an additional 4 persons are reported missing. Eleven 
miners from Vatukoula gold mine are injured as water poured upon them heavily when they returned to the 
surface from the mine. All are being admitted to Tavua Hospital. 
 
Access remains a problem with large areas, roads and bridges still under water or washed away. Local 
Government and Red Cross teams are trying to reach communities for initial assessment and assistance, 
but access continues to be hampered by the weather and transport conditions. Queens Highway, the main 
road connecting Ba, Lautoka, Nadi, Sigatoka and Suva, has been opened for traffic. International flights 
have resumed since yesterday afternoon. 
 
Water and power supply systems are seriously damaged. All cities in Western Division face disrupted water 
supply. One of the steel towers supporting the main power transmission from Monasavu hydro power plant 
to Suva in the Central Division has fallen down due to a massive landslide, caused by excessive rain (248 
mm in one day). The Central Division will be supplied by three diesel power stations. Power will be rationed 
and rotated, as the capacity of the diesel stations will not be sufficient to meet the electricity demand in the 
Central Division. Replacement of the tower will take at least two weeks. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Early Recovery Cluster Lead: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

A UNDP Cash for work programme, for which USD100,000 is available, was discussed as an option for 
early recovery work. Preliminary discussions on possible areas of assistance especially to the agricultural 
sector in the Western Division have started. 

 
Education Cluster Lead: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

All schools in Western and Central Divisions are closed as of April 3
rd

 until further notice by the Ministry of 
Education (MoE). It is assumed that damaged schools will not be able to reopen for classes until after April 
9

th
. As water recedes, the silt needs to be washed out and debris needs to be removed. The total scope of 

flood damage is still not clear. 
  
Of particular concern is the continued loss of teaching/learning hours of students many of which had already 
lost class time with the flooding in January.  
 
64 schools have been opened as Evacuation Centres of which 38 schools are in the flood affected areas.  
10 schools previously damaged in January, and which had start rehabilitation are again affected.  
Four Education Sector reports have been produced by the MoE.  
 
A cluster meeting on April 3

rd
 will be chaired by the MoE Asset Monitoring Unit who are conducting a Social 

Protection Needs Assessment Survey for students affected by the current events. 
 

 
Emergency Shelter 

Cluster Convenor: International Federation of the  

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

The Emergency Shelter stands by to assist if necessary. 
  

 
Food Security Cluster Lead: Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 

Punja & Sons (P&S) have been contracted by NDMO for the provision of food supplies from their warehouse 
in Lautoka, Ba and Nadi (goods and logistics).  
Distribution of ration packs started today April 3

rd
 for 11’000 people in evacuation centres throughout the 

affected area ( 1 ration pack contains a 2 weeks supply of biscuits, tinned fish, sugar, dhal and milk for a 
family of 5 persons).  
ADRA have distributed 590 packs in Nadroga, under the coordination of NDMO. Rotary Fiji have prepared 
650 food packs. 
 

 
Health and Nutrition 

Cluster Lead: World Health Organisation (WHO) & 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

Ministry of Health (MoH) and Fiji Red Cross Society (FRCS) mobile teams with health inspectors, public 
health nurses and Red Cross volunteers are assessing all evacuation centres, however access is restricted. 
Assessment of the damages to the major health centres and hospitals in the flood affected areas is yet to be 
undertaken.  
Rakiraki, Ba, Nadi and Tavua hospitals are using standby generators due to power cuts. Fuel is being 
provided by AusAID. Nailaga hospital mortuary has problems with cooling and flooding and moved 3 bodies 
to Lautoka hospital. MoH environmental health teams and the Fiji Centre for Diseases Control (Fiji CDC) will 
deploy on April 3 to assess the capacity and logistical requirements to carry out in-depth health 
assessments. 
 
The National Taskforce for the Control of Outbreak-Prone Diseases will meet this week to consider current 
surveillance and additional control measures, supported by WHO, UNICEF and OCHA. 
WHO continues to monitor the situation and liaise with counterparts on health and environmental health 
aspects including food, water, vector and disease surveillance. 
MoH to extend the public messaging campaign, implemented following the earlier floods, focused on 
leptospirosis, typhoid and dengue, supported by WHO and UNICEF. 
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Diarrhoea rates are expected to increase before 10 days, while more serious outbreak prone diseases are 
not be expected to start increasing until 10 day post-flooding (at minimum), and usually 2-3 weeks 
(leptospirosis) and 4-8 weeks (typhoid)..  
 

 
Logistics Cluster Lead: World Food Programme (WFP) 

Queens Highway is now open from Suva to Ba. Kings Road remains closed between Ba and Rakiraki. Nadi 
international airport is operational and will be the entry point for relief items. Lautoka Port is also open for 
sea transportation.  
Agencies wishing to import relief items to Fiji need to inform the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Provincial Development, the Prime Minister’s Office or the Commissioner for the Western Division. Custom 
clearance for humanitarian goods will be handled by Fiji Procurement Office and dispatching centres are 
established in Lautoka, Ba, Nadi and Sigatoka. 
Government has set up a logistics coordination cell at the Ministry of Provincial Development in Suva as well 
as the Western Division emergency operations centre. 
Daily meeting of the logistics coordination cell take place in Suva at 11 am.  
 

 
Protection 

Cluster Leads: UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) & 

United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 

The Protection Cluster is in contact with key first-responding agencies (e.g. Ministry of Social Welfare, 
NDMO, Fiji Red Cross, PCIDRR, Save the Children) and have shared guidance highlighting 'key protection 
risks & actions' identified during the Fiji floods earlier in the year. These are also disseminated by FemLINK 
Pacific through the Women’s Weather Watch report. Responding agencies are requested to share 
information on protection concerns that come to their attention in the course of their relief activities. 
Protection cluster will circulate to all provincial administrators and district officers and also to the Roko Tui (I-
Taukei affairs heads of provinces): 
(i) Key Protection Risks and Actions note; and (ii) Guidance Note on Protection in Evacuation Centres -  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Cluster Lead: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

Water supply is severely disrupted in large parts of the west as floods have damaged supply systems. A 
barge delivered 120,000 litres of water to the tourist area of Denarau, near Nadi. In Ba, already heavily 
affected by floods in January, water supply is confined to the Ba Mission hospital as water pumping stations 
and treatment plants are out of operation. Water is trucked but it is not clear which communities can be 
reached, as many areas are still flooded.  
 
In Tavua power was restored yesterday but the little water that is in the reticulated system is all supplied to 
the Tavua Hospital. Rakiraki has no power supply and no water. Rakiraki Hospital is utilizing its reserve tank 
and the public has been advised to utilize rain water.  Conditions are similar in Sigatoka, where the hospital 
is utilizing its reserve tank. As of this morning, Nadi was awaiting weather to settle before any restoration 
works to the water supply could be carried out. Supply is being rationed with all rural areas closed and main 
focus is on supply to the Nadi Hospital, International Airport and Denarau. In Lautoka water supply is being 
confined to Lautoka Hospital and parts of the city area. In total eleven water trucks are being used for water 
carting in all western towns. 
 
Under the leadership of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry and WASH partners are today undertaking a 
rapid assessment of WASH needs. WASH members met yesterday to discuss the mobilization of water 
tanks and water supply to the affected areas of Nadroga, Nadi, Lautoka, Ba and Rakiraki. Fiji Red Cross 
volunteers are ready to assist in the distribution of water and food kits to flood affected areas, but access is 
a concern. FRCS in partnership with NDMO is also coordinating the logistics to locate four 5000 liter tanks to 
affected areas. Stocks of collapsible water tanks and water purification tablets are ready for distribution to 
the flood affected areas as soon as transport is possible. UNICEF is mobilising stocks of purification tablets 
from Vanuatu and is coordinating additional WASH supply with WASH partners in anticipation of a request 
from the Ministry of Health. ADRA distributed 200 pre-positioned WASH kits and 600 pre-positioned hygiene 
kits in Nadroga. NZAID has 2000 jerry cans ready to be brought over to Nadi from Auckland. AusAID has 
350,000 water purification tablets and 3,000 water containers for immediate delivery. Fiji Water has 
delivered 3,000 cartons of water. 
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Gender Equality and Inclusiveness Lead Agency: UN Women 

The gender surge team of the UN Gender Group will meet today to map out response support capacity.  
 

 Information Management 
Lead Agency: United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

OCHA has activated the International Space Charter to obtain satellite imagery of flood affected areas and 
has seconded an Information management officer to assist NDMO in streamlining information flows. 
SPC/SOPAC has requested satellite radar image and is supporting NDMO in the computerization of the 
initial damage assessment processing.  

 
Non-Food Items Lead Agency: n/a 

No specific information available yet. 
 

IV. Coordination 

 

The Government of Fiji convened a donor meeting today in Suva and requested specific assistance for 
health, shelter and WASH related relief items to donors. The Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) will have a 
second meeting tomorrow April 4 in Suva with NDMO, Cluster Heads of Organisations and key partners. 
Ministries of Education and Health are planning immediate response with partners. NDMO has set up a 
logistics coordination cell at the Ministry of Provincial Development. 
 

V. Funding 

 

• The New Zealand government provided NZ$ 500,000 to Fiji Red Cross and NGO’s 
• AusAID pledged support of up to A$ 1 million. AusAID also has for instant delivery of 350,000 

water purification tablets, 3,240 tarpaulins, 3,000 water containers and A$ 50,000 for the 
aerial survey allocation.  

• United States Government will provide USD 50,000 Fiji Red Cross  
• European Union has provided Euro 200,000 to ADRA 5,000 food packs. 

 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of 
cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 

 

VI. Contact 

 

For more information please contact: Peter Muller, OCHA Pacific, Regional Disaster Response Advisor, 
coordination@ochapacific.org, (+679) 999 1664. Or visit www.phtpacific.org or http://ochaonline.un.org 
 


