
  

Situation overview: 
An estimated 70,000 people, according to 
partners, have been displaced by floods in Belet 
Weyne in Hiraan region as a result of the rising 
water levels in the Shabelle River following heavy 
rains in the Ethiopian highlands. Nearly 60 per 
cent of Belet Weyne town is inundated by flood 
waters. According to the local community the 
current floods are the worst since 1981. Most of 
the displaced people are reportedly staying with 
relatives in neighbouring Banaaney, Ceel Jaale, 
Faafgumarey, Ilkacado, Jawil and Shiirkaneco 
villages. Ceel Jaale has received the highest 
number of the displaced.  
 
Increasing river levels in the lower part of 
Shabelle River, specifically Jowhar where river 
levels are already high, are expected to come as 
a result of the large amounts of water from the 
upstream areas, according to the 27 May 2016 
Somalia Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM) advisory. This has the potential to put a strain on 
response systems now focused on the Belet Weyne area.  With the reduction of rainfall projected, the river level is 
expected to reduce in the coming few days. The early warning system developed by partners and the local 
authorities was able to inform the population of raising waters and allowed them to move with their assets, so as to 
minimize loss of life and property. Nevertheless, the displacement could last for up to two months based on 
previous experience. 
 
The situation in Belet Weyne has been worsened due to increased tension following recent fighting between 
Gaaljecel and Jijeele clans. The clashes reportedly left nearly 40 people dead and another 40 wounded. According 
to the Protection Cluster, some 6,500 people have fled their homes to Hawlwadaag neighborhood over the last 
three months following the fighting between the two clans. The fighting, which disrupted humanitarian and 
commercial operations in the town, finally subsided on 21 May 2016 through a locally brokered cease-fire. 
 
Humanitarian impact and needs: 
The floods have led to the destruction of infrastructure including roads and bridges and have destroyed farms and 
crops. Electricity supply and telephone communication in the town have also been disrupted. The interruption of 
commercial activities has directly impacted people’s livelihoods. The Belet Weyne referral hospital is flooded, 
affecting the provision of health services. There are concerns that the flooding could affect the closure of the 
academic year. Six schools are inundated by flood waters and remain inaccessible. At least 5,500 learners have 
been affected as a result. Partners have expressed concern about a possible upsurge of water borne diseases 
such as AWD/cholera and an increase in malnutrition due to disruption of livelihood activities, contamination of 
flood water and lack of adequate drinking water. An increased number of mosquitoes due to swathes of stagnant 
waters in the town could also lead to increased incidence of malaria. Residents say crocodiles have also been 
spotted in the pools of stagnant water. Humanitarian partners have raised protection concerns, especially gender 
based violence.  
 
Water, sanitation services (WASH), shelter, food and health are the most urgent humanitarian needs. 
 
Humanitarian response: 
Humanitarian partners and civil society organizations continue to scale up response to flood-affected people in 
Belet Weyne based predominantly on existing stocks of supplies on hand. Hygiene promotion activities have been 
intensified in areas where people have been displaced such as Banaaney, Ceel Jaale, Faafgumarey, Ilkacado, 
Jawil and Shiirkaneco villages and other affected areas within the town.  
 
Community mobilization and hygiene promotion campaigns are currently ongoing to minimize the risk of water 
borne diseases including AWD/cholera and malaria. Partners are supplying daily clean water to an estimated 5,000 

OCHA SOMALIA Flash Update 1 
Humanitarian impact of flooding in Belet Weyne | 28 May 2016  

Thousands of people have been affected by floods in Belet Weyne 
Photo Credit: INTERSOM 



Document Title | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

people and twenty communal latrines have been constructed, while hygiene kits and water purification tablets are 
currently being distributed to approximately 16,000 people. Meanwhile, strengthening of weak river banks, low 
embankments and breakages in some of the sections is continuing, through the provision of 19,600 sandbags, in 
collaboration with authorities and communities.  
 
Health partners have established mobile health services in Banaaney, Ceel Jaale and Shiirkaneco; while efforts are 
ongoing to drain water from Belet Weyne hospital. These efforts are complemented by Nutrition cluster partners, 
operating the stabilization center/outpatient therapeutic program in Belet Weyne Hospital, carrying on daily 
screening and referral services; and running nutrition sites in some of the villages of displacement. 
 
Food security partners are finalizing plans to intervene with food relief and unconditional cash transfers to the 
displaced and affected vulnerable households. Immediate relief for 10,000 of the most vulnerable people and one 
month general food distribution for an estimated 60,000 people is planned to start by Thursday 2 June 2016, if not 
earlier.  
 
Shelter cluster partners are mobilizing NFI kits for an estimated 24,000 people. At the same time, the Protection 
cluster is mobilizing its partners to prevent any form of gender based violence (GBV) and establish provision of 
services to GBV survivors. Positioning of dignity kits and post rape treatment kits will start in the coming days. The 
local authorities have established a police post in Ceel Jaale where most people have sought high ground. Security 
patrols have also been increased to curb cases of gender based violence which are common during such 
emergencies.  
 
While more a comprehensive assessment was not possible to date due to the ever changing situation as flood 
waters continued to rise, partners will conduct more formal assessments in the coming days as the situation 
stabilizes to identify specific needs to guide further response as clusters continue to mobilize additional resources 
 
Water drainage in the affected sections of the town especially in hospitals, markets, IDP settlements and other 
critical areas is needed. It will be critical to curb the spread of water borne diseases such as AWD/cholera and 
malaria. An unknown number of shallow wells and other water points are damaged and contaminated. These wells 
should be rehabilitated after the floods to reduce cases of water borne disease. There is also need to provide farm 
inputs to those whose crops have been damaged.  
 
Beyond the current response, there is an imperative to devise longer term solutions to the perennial flood menace 
in Belet Weyne so as to avoid recurrent displacement and crop loss.  
 
A complimentary list of Hiraan specific and country-wide programming from the 2016 Humanitarian Response Plan 
that address the variety of needs that have emerged from the floods is attached.  While multiple donors look at 
reprogramming activities with partners to respond rapidly, the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) is positioned to 
support the restocking of supplies used in the Belet Weyne response so as to promote the commitment of stocks 
on an urgent basis. 
 
For SWALIM technical rainfall and flood update please visit: http://www.faoswalim.org/  
For more information or to receive our reports as attachment, contact: Tapiwa Gomo Head of Communication, 
gomo@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731043197, Antonette Miday, Miday@un.org, or Kenneth Odiwuor, Odiwuor@un.org  
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