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Number of flood-affected people rises to over 121,000 across Sudan 

 
An estimated 121,000 people in eight states across Sudan have been affected by flooding following 

heavy rains since early August, according to various sources, including the Sudanese Red Crescent 

Society (SRCS), the Khartoum State Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW), 

the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the West Kordofan Humanitarian Aid 

Commission (HAC). Details are as follow: 

 

• Khartoum (55,710)  

• River Nile (33,025) 

• West Kordofan (12,000) 

• North Darfur (7,905)  

• Blue Nile (6,430) 

• Red Sea (3,950) 

• Northern (1,031) 

• South Darfur (1,020) 

 

FLOOD RESPONSE COORDINATION 

 

On 7 August, the Sudanese Permanent Mission had a meeting with OCHA in Geneva. The Sudanese 

Permanent Mission asked for the meeting to officially relay the Sudanese Government’s request – 

coordinated through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs – for international assistance in view of the 

flood response. He noted that based on initial government assessments, nearly 100,000 people had 

been affected across northern and eastern Sudan and upwards of at least 12,000 homes destroyed or 

damaged.  As the Government’s resources and existing stocks were reportedly limited and given the 

forecast for more rains, the international community - both in-country and in the region – was being 

asked to direct all available resources and material supplies towards the flood response, especially in 

terms of emergency shelter, food and non-food items.  He added there were no access or security 

issues in the affected areas. 

 

The Sudanese Permanent Mission clarified that the Ministry of the Interior was in charge of the 

overall response, under which the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) was responsible for 

coordinating the constituent government counterparts and line ministries within the High Council 

for Civil Defence (HCCD).  

 

OCHA has requested the National Floods Task Force Focal Point and co-chair to continue 

requesting HAC to convene the National Floods task Force, which is the formal coordination body. 

HAC has not yet activated the National Flood Task Force. OCHA continues to advocate with the 

authorities for thorough assessments to appropriately inform emergency response. Teams that 

travelled to affected areas in Khartoum on 6 August to assess the situation were told by the 

authorities that no assessment would be allowed, but only a tour of the area (without interaction with 

affected people). 

 



 

 

 

 

FLOOD RESPONSE 

 

Khartoum State 

 

CVHW indicates an estimated 11,142 households (estimated 55,710 people) in five localities, 

namely Sharg Elneil (most affected), Karari, Umbada, Bahri and Umdurman, were affected, as 

indicated below: 

 

Locality Completely 

damaged houses 

Partially damaged 

houses 

Name of areas/ location most affected 

Sharg 

Elneil 

2,450 2,867 Umdawan Ban, Wadi Soba, Rama Allah, 

Mrabei Elsharief, Elkeriab 

Karari 3,500 600 Elfath 3 &4, Elsheikh Eltayeb, Elthuwra 

Sheimal 

Umbada 954 44 Block/ Hara 28,29, & 30 

Bahri 317 372 Eldurooshab, Elsamrab, ElKadaro, 

Umderwa 

Umdurman 38 0 Abseid Block 18, Estate bank Block 33 

Total 7,259 3,883 11,142 houses  

Remarks: According to CVHW, a household consists of an average of five members. 

 

Health & Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): UNICEF, WHO, the Ministry of Health 

(MoH) and Sharg Elneil locality health authority visited one health facility in the locality on 7 

August. A number of mobile clinics, equipped with supplies previously provided by the MoH with 

support from WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA, are operating in Sharg Elneil locality. The MoH has 28 

environmental health teams working on vector-control, chlorination of water and removing dead 

animal bodies. According to local community leader, Water and Environmental Sanitation (WES) is 

providing some water support. Challenges remain in ensuring adequate sanitation as household 

latrines were destroyed or inundated. Open defecation is observed.  

 

Catholic Relief Service (SRCS) has identified over 600 latrines have been destroyed in Karari 

locality and will start sanitation rehabilitation in collaboration with local partners and community 

next week.   

 

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)-Switzerland is planning to start as soon as possible water trucking 

and a mobile clinic to the flood affected populations in East Khartoum locality (Sharg Elneil).  

Procedures to obtain a permission from the local authority is underway. Water trucking is planned 

for two weeks only and MSF is looking for other actors specializing in water provision to take over. 

The mobile clinic intended to monitor the health status of the affected population and provide basic 

outpatient care for three weeks. 

 

Non-Food Items: UNHCR has provided non-food relief items to the Commissioner of Refugees 

(CoR) as part of the overall response led by CVHW and HAC. These include 1,000 tarpaulins; 

1,000 cooking sets; 1,000 jerry cans; 1,000 buckets; and 1,000 mosquito nets, intended for 1,000 

families. In addition, UNHCR has disbursed additional 1,000 plastic sheets; 1,000 mosquito nets 

and 1,000 jerry cans to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) for distribution to flood-affected 

people in Khartoum. The Khartoum state MoH has received 10,000 mosquito nets from UNICEF. 

Distribution will be conducted in the coming days. 

 

The international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) will be providing some non-food relief items 

to CVHW to address the immediate needs of people affected by flood in Khartoum. These include 

1,750 mosquito nets; 1,750 blankets; and 1,000 plastic mats. 

 

 



 

 

 

UNFPA provides basic clothing and supplies for women and girls as well as funds for the national 

NGO JASMAR and SRCS for food and non-food relief items. UNFPA and OCHA have agreed to 

do some orientation training for Nafeer volunteers (a local group of young volunteers based in 

Khartoum) on humanitarian response. 

 

Blue Nile State 

 

According to the SMoH, 1,286 houses (approximately 6,430 people) in Roseires and Damazine 

localities have been damaged by floods. SRCS has distributed non-food relief items to 10,795 

families affected by flood in Blue Nile state. These include 10,795 tarpaulins; 10,795 jerry cans; 

21,590 blankets and 21,590 sleeping mats.  

 

North Darfur 

 

In El Fasher town of North Darfur state, IOM reported a total of 1,477 households (7,905 people) 

have been affected by the flood. Out of these figures, 271 houses (accommodating 1,514 people) 

were completely destroyed while 1,206 houses (accommodating 6,391 people) were partially 

damaged.  

 

On 4 August, an inter-agency assessment mission team carried out the rapid assessment in different 

locations of El Fasher town (in 10 sectors) to determine the immediate needs of the affected people. 

The mission agreed to focus on those families whose houses were completely destroyed and to 

provide the following assistance: 

 

• Food: WFP will provide one-month food ration. 

• Education: UNICEF and the State Ministry of Education will support the rehabilitation of 

one classroom, one school latrine and one school fence. 

• Non-Food Items: The UNHCR Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (ES NFI) Project 

has provided some non-food relief items for 213 flood-affected families in El Fasher. 

• WASH: UNICEF and the Water and Environmental Sanitation (WES) will support the 

rehabilitation of sanitation facilities; water chlorination services and hygiene promotion 

activities for all flood-affected households. 

 

The distribution was planned on 6 August. However, due to the internet/mobile connection 

problems in Darfur during the past two days, OCHA in Khartoum has not been able to get the 

update on the assistance provided to the affected population.  

 

West Kordofan State 

 

According to HAC, some 12,000 people (2,400 households) have been affected by heavy rains, 

storms and flooding in Lagawa town in West Kordofan. HAC reported that one child was killed by 

the floods. Flooding has also damaged/destroyed houses, killed a number of livestock and led to 

some civilian displacement. The affected people are in need of emergency non-food relief supplies, 

according to findings from an assessment conducted by HAC and the SRCS. As the rains continue, 

some 2,500 people (487 households) whose homes have been completely destroyed are prioritized 

to receive emergency non-food relief supplies. 

 

In other flood-affected States 

 

According to WHO, the MoH in all states across Sudan have acknowledged a receipt of health-

related and medical supplies dispatched by the federal MoH with support from WHO, UNICEF and 

UNFPA—sufficient for an estimated 500,000 people. 

 

 


