
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Most IDPs in Amran are 

reported to have returned 

home. 

 Partners are increasing 

humanitarian operations in 

Amran. 

 Over 10 million Yemenis are 

still food insecure – a decline 

of just 4 per cent in the last 

three years.  

 12 governorates out of 22 

have critical levels of 

stunting, affecting more than 

20 per cent of the population. 

 GAM rates are only 

marginally improving and 

about 12.7 per cent of 

children under 5 suffer from 

malnutrition. 

FIGURES 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.6 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children  

1 m 

Sources: UNHCR, 
WFP, OCHA, WHO, 
UNICEF 

 

FUNDING 

592 million  
requested (US$) 

 

41% funded 
 

Aid operations resuming in Amran Governorate 
Amran and neighbouring areas mostly calm after weeks of strife  

Following intermittent fighting in Amran Governorate since May, clashes between Al 
Houthi and Government forces 
culminated in the Al Houthi 
capture of Amran City on 8 
July. Fighting also spread to 
several districts in 
neighbouring Sana’a 
Governorate during this time. 
This temporarily cut off access 
to Amran from Sana’a, where 
many humanitarian partners 
had based their Amran 
operations. Although media 
reports widely cited an 
agreement by Al Houthis to 
withdraw from Amran, local 
sources indicated widely 
divergent interpretations 
among parties to the conflict 
on the scope of this 
agreement.  

As of 6 August, de facto 
control of Amran Governorate 
was in the hands of Al Houthis 
who invited local government 
officials to return to work. 
Security has improved 
considerably since fighting 
ended on 9 July, and reports 
from partners indicate that 
civilians are able to move 
freely through the area and the 
markets are functioning.   

IDP returns to Amran accelerating; about 35,000 people assisted to date 

At the peak of the conflict, partners estimated that around 45,000 people were displaced, 
with most seeking refuge elsewhere in Amran or travelling to Sana’a. This unverified 
estimate was based mainly on local partner reports. Official registration efforts were 
delayed by insecurity – including harassment of registration workers. As security 
improves, displaced people are increasingly returning home. As of 24 July, local people in 

 

Map of Amran showing areas of recent conflict 

 

Map: UNOCHA 
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Amran estimated that about half of IDPs had already returned, with significantly more 
expected before the start of the Eid-al-Fitr holiday on 28 July.  

Given expectations of rapid 
returns, humanitarian 
partners organized one-time 
assistance packages that 
reached about 5,000 
displaced families (35,000 
people) in Sana’a and 
Amran mainly with food, 
water and hygiene support. 
Essential drugs and medical 
supplies have also been 
provided to the Amran 
Hospital, which was 
operating beyond capacity 
during the conflict. At the 
same time, partners have been working to obtain a clearer picture of needs in Amran. As 
of 6 August, assessments had been completed or were underway in 13 districts. 
Assessment results are expected by 12 August and will help to re-orient programmes 
towards future assistance for returnees and other conflict-affected people.     

Improved security offers opportunity to revisit Amran aid programmes  

Recent clashes in Amran constituted the latest episode in a recurrent conflict that erupted 
in 2010 and had displaced an estimated 70,000 people by May 2014. Around 18,000 
families (126,000 people) were already receiving regular food aid in Amran when the 
most recent fighting began to 
escalate, meaning that many “new” 
IDPs may have been displaced more 
than once. With greater security in 
Amran, partners anticipate that many 
people displaced by prior rounds of 
conflict will also begin to return 
home. As assessments are being 
finalized and return trends start to 
emerge in the coming weeks, 
partners look forward to working with 
all stakeholders to review aid 
programmes – including beneficiary 
lists – to ensure that they accurately 
reflect the most urgent needs across 
the affected areas.  

Partners working with authorities to resolve security and human rights 
concerns 

Improved security and the close collaboration with local authorities are helping to facilitate 
the resumption of humanitarian action in Amran. However, several serious concerns 
persist. Credible reports have emerged of grave violations of human rights – including 
targeted killings and the use of child soldiers in the conflict.  

On a visit to Amran on 24 July, the Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Johannes Van Der 
Klaauw, reminded all parties of their obligations under international humanitarian and 
human rights law, and urged them to investigate reported violations in collaboration with 
independent human rights organizations. In addition, humanitarian assets in Amran were 
looted during the recent conflict, including from the shared UN compound. Partners were 
encouraged to seek the quick return of looted property and are relying on local authorities 
to help recover humanitarian equipment that remains missing – including a UN vehicle, 
14 oxygen cylinders and an ambulance stocked with medicine and other essential 
supplies.  

 
Assistance being delivered to vulnerable people in Amran by an OCHA-supported 
local partner. Photo: UNOCHA 

 
 

Displaced people talking to the Humanitarian Coordinator during a 
recent visit to Amran.  Photo: Johannes Van Der Klaauw. 

Results of ongoing 

assessments are 

expected shortly and will 

help focus aid 

programmes that are 

now being ramped up 

Partners are seeking the 

quick return of looted 

humanitarian assets and 

recovery of missing 

equipment in Amran 



Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin | 3 
 
 

 

http://Yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

Over 10 million Yemenis still food insecure 
Food insecurity mainly driven by poverty, declines only 4 per cent since 
2011 

According to the recent 
2014 Comprehensive Food 
Security Survey (CFSS), 
10.6 million in Yemen are 
still struggling with food 
insecurity in 2014 people (5 
million severely and 5.6 
million moderately food 
insecure). This is a decline 
of just 4 per cent in the last 
three years. About half of 
these people are severely 
food insecure, meaning 
they suffer from levels of 
hunger that require regular 
external food assistance. 
Altogether, these figures 
represent 41 per cent and 
20 per cent of the total 
Yemeni population, respectively. In other words, two of every five Yemenis do not know 
where their next meal will come from, and one in every five people needs assistance to 
meet his or her most basic needs.  

The latest food insecurity estimates also reveal that poverty and related issues are by far 
the most prominent drivers of hunger in Yemen. About 75 per cent of food insecure 
people indicated economic concerns – including high food prices, lack of income and 
inability to afford food and medical care – as the primary causes of their food distress. 
Only 5 per cent of people pointed to insecurity or violence as a cause of food insecurity. 
This demonstrates that 
food insecurity is a 
chronic problem in 
Yemen that cannot be 
solved by humanitarian 
assistance alone.  

Although humanitarian 
partners are well placed 
to meet people’s 
immediate food needs, 
all stakeholders must 
prioritize efforts to 
develop longer-term 
solutions in order to 
sustainably resolve this 
emergency. The data 
from the CFSS confirm 
that some of the root 
causes of food insecurity 
are deteriorating further. 
Household debt levels 
increased from 2011 to 
2014, with over 80 per 
cent of families in 2014 
estimated to be living in 
debt in Lahj, Hajjah, 
Raymah and Al Jawf Governorates. Much of this debt is acquired to meet food needs.  

Main causes of food insecurity in Yemen 

 

(SOURCE: CFSS, 2014) 

Households living in debt (2011 and 2014) 

 

(SOURCE: CFSS, 2014) 

3.1% 

4.3% 

4.8% 

6.8% 

7.5% 

11.3% 

12.4% 

14.9% 

25% 

Restricted access to markets

Loss of employment/reduced wages

Insecurity/violence

High fuel prices/ transportation costs

Lack of rainfall/late rainfall/dry spell

Lack of job opportunities

High health expenses

High debt to repay

High food prices

Two out of every five 

people in Yemen do not 

know where their next 

meal will come from and 

one in five needs food 

assistance 

Household debt levels 

have increased with over 

80 per cent of families in 

Lahj, Hajjah, Raymah 

and Al Jawf living in debt 
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Over 40 per cent of children affected by stunting, confirming rampant 
malnutrition 

The CFSS also found that national rates of stunting declined slightly from 46.6 per cent in 
2011 to 41.3 per cent in 2014. However, the level of this decline is within the survey’s 
margin of error, meaning it is difficult to conclude that any real improvement has taken 
place. Twelve Governorates out of 22 have critical levels of stunting – defined as more 
than 20 per cent of the population – and half of children in Al Mahwit, Amran, Dhamar 
and Raymah Governorates are stunted.  Stunting is caused by chronic malnutrition, 
where children fail to grow properly over time and never reach their physical or intellectual 
potential.  

Malnutrition highest in western coastal regions; national rate exceeds 
“critical” level 

According to the CFSS, global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates in Yemen have barely 
improved since 2011. Today, an estimated 12.7 per cent of children under 5 suffer from 
malnutrition, down by just 0.3 per cent over the last three years. Although the national 
GAM rate exceeds the 10.1 per cent “critical” threshold, substantial regional variations 
persist. GAM rates 
range from critical - 
in the western 
coastal 
Governorates of 
Taizz, Al Hudaydah 
and Hajjah, to 
serious or poor in 
almost all other 
affected 
governorates. The 
situation is 
generally worse in 
rural areas because 
urban households 
have better access 
to markets and 
consume more 
diversified food 
items than their rural counterparts.  

Malnutrition constitutes both a humanitarian emergency that can threaten people’s lives, 
as well as a longer-term threat to prosperity and well-being, as it can cause life-long 
physical and cognitive impairments. Like food insecurity, it is an entrenched problem that 
humanitarian assistance cannot resolve alone. As humanitarian partners continue to 
provide life-saving nutrition programmes, all stakeholders must work to address the 
underlying issues that contribute to malnutrition in the country.    

The situation is particularly serious in Taizz, Ibb, Dhamar and Al Maharah Governorates, 
which recorded increased GAM rates. There was a decline in GAM rates in Al Hudaydah, 
Aden, Lahj, Marib, Al Dhale’e, Hadramaut and Al Bayda Governorates. 

Conflict and fuel shortages likely to push up food prices  

Conflict and critical fuel shortages across Yemen are likely to push food prices even 
higher, warns the July update of the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (Fews Net). 
Conflict and market access problems will also erode the purchasing ability of the poor in 
Yemen, including people who have been displaced from their homes due to conflict.  

Yemen has been gripped by months of critical fuel shortages. On 30 July, the 
Government substantially cut fuel subsidies in an attempt to improve Yemen’s longer-
term budget viability and regularize supply. As a result, prices at the pump have nearly 
doubled for petrol and diesel, sparking protests in Sana’a and elsewhere. According to 
humanitarian partners and a recent Oxfam study , the rise in fuel prices is likely to 

Changes in Global Acute Malnutrition in Yemen (2011 vs 2014) 

 

(SOURCE: CFSS, 2014) 

Widespread fuel 

shortages and ongoing 

conflict in some areas of 

Yemen will push food 

prices up, hurting poor 

families most 

Global Acute 

Malnutrition levels have 

barely improved in 

Yemen. Western coastal 

governorates and rural 

areas are particularly 

affected by malnutrition. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/YE_RMU_2014_07_final_0.pdf
http://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/oxfam/bitstream/10546/322186/1/bn-yemen-fuel-crisis-diesel-reactive-240614-en.pdf
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contribute to significant price increases for basic commodities, including food and water. 
Rising market prices will reduce poor families’ purchasing power even further.  

Women, girls bearing the brunt of conflict  
Violence in Amran has traumatized civilians, including women and children 

The Amran conflict has particularly affected 
women, boys and girls. According to partner 
estimates, most IDPs from the recent conflict 
are women and children. Many families were 
displaced without adult male protection. IDPs 
living with host families often stay in 
overcrowded rooms where privacy is a major 
concern for women and girls. IDPs sheltering 
in schools or other public buildings faced 
similar concerns.  

Humanitarian partners are monitoring the 
protection of basic human rights – including 
child rights – among displaced and conflict-
affected people, and are providing 
assistance, including dignity kits, where 
access allows. Serious concerns remain that 
gender-based violence has increased in 
Amran. Traditional sensitivities around 
certain protection issues – including use of 
child soldiers and gender-based violence 
(GBV) – may cause assessments to under-
estimate actual incidence of these issues. 
Partners are working with all stakeholders to 
integrate gender and age considerations into 
assessments and response efforts, and are 
urging impartial investigation of potential 
rights violations by all parties.  

Partners make progress on reducing gender gaps in humanitarian action 

Yemen ranked last in the World Economic Forum’s 2013 Gender Gap Index, and gender-
based violence and discrimination remain widespread. Overall, girls enjoy fewer 
opportunities than boys, which is in turn reflected in much lower labour market 
participation of adult women than men. According to the World Bank, the gender gap 
among teachers deters girls from attending school, as traditionally-minded male family 
members will not allow men to 
teach their daughters, sisters or 
female relatives.  

Despite this attitude, women 
comprised only 28 per cent of 
teachers in Government basic 
and secondary schools during 
the 2010-2011 school year. The 
gender gap is also reflected in 
more immediately alarming 
ways. For example, of 285 GBV 
cases reported in Aden 
Governorate since January 
2014, women and girls 
comprised 85 per cent of victims.  
This, however, is likely to be 
under-reported. Gender concerns figure as an integral part of the Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan this year. 

 

Numbers of projects approved by Clusters with 
gender and age dimensions in 2014.

 
(SOURCE: GenCap newsletter, July 2014) 

Some contents of a dignity kit 
 

Hijab/scarf  

Abaya-Baltu (black cloak/overall) 

Jalabya (long dress) 

Set color pjama (traditional house wear) 

Robe 

Sandals or flip-flops  

Underwear 

Sanitary pad packs 

Sanitary cloth 

Sanitary napkins 

Soap bar 

Tooth paste / tooth brush 

Hair brush 

Hair oil 
Shampoo 

Cream/lotion 

Hand cream 

Nail clipper 

Towel 

Bags of washing powder 

Torch (lighting) 

Most IDPs in conflict-

affected areas are 

women and children, 

and many families are 

displaced without male 

protection 

85 per cent of victims of 

gender-based violence 

reported in Aden are 

women and girls, as 

shown by the 285 cases 

reported since January 
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, Yemen ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, New York, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Looking at these figures, humanitarian partners recognize their responsibility to design 
programmes that adequately account for the different needs of women, men, boys and 
girls. As a result, partners recently reviewed all activities being undertaken as part of the 
2014 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) to identify and strengthen approaches 
to incorporating gender and age at all stages of the response. At the end of this process, 
the vast majority – at least 83 per cent – of YHRP projects approved through the Clusters 
incorporated specific information on needs, response activities and indicators. This work 
will help partners to ensure that their efforts do not overlook women, boys and girls in 
providing assistance.   

In brief 

ERF reaching out to national NGOs 

The Yemen Emergency Response Fund (ERF) 
organized two awareness-raising sessions for 36 
national NGOs between April and June, in an 
effort to build their capacity to provide 
humanitarian assistance. Another reason for this 
capacity building is to increase potential to be 
eligible for funding through the ERF. The ERF 
funded nine projects worth $3.2 million and 
leveraged $1.2 million in contribution from 
implementing partners in this period. Of the total 
funding allocated in April to June, 35 per cent 
was disbursed to national NGOs. 

Locust infestation needs more vigilance 

Recent rains in Yemen may have created favourable conditions for locust infestations, 
according to FAO. A few swarms of locusts have affected crops in Sana'a and nearby 
Governorates, as well as infested more than 1,000 hectares in Al Hudaydah. The current 
infestation requires increased vigilance because there is a potential threat of significant 
crop losses. 

Thousands of migrants still arriving from Africa 

Some 6,225 African migrants arrived in Yemen in June, according to UNHCR. This was a 
45 per cent increase from 4,280 migrants who arrived in June 2013. However, the total 
number of migrants who arrived during the last six months is 31,435, which indicates a 32 
per cent drop from the 46,417 migrants recorded in the same period of 2013. In early 
July, Government forces raided a human trafficker’s house in Haradh District, Hajjah 
Governorate, and freed 141 migrants.  

OIC campaign to support humanitarian response 

On 13 July, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation launched the Amal Humanitarian 
Campaign to help the people of Yemen. The campaign was launched in Sana’a and aims 
to raise at least $210 million for the 2014 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan.  

ERF Allocations in April-June 2014 

 
Source: UNOCHA 

The ERF is focusing on 

building the capacity of 

national NGOs to deliver 

humanitarian assistance 

and access funding 
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