
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Ongoing conflict in Amran 

has displaced thousands of 

families in recent weeks. 

 Several districts in the south 

are inaccessible to 

humanitarian workers due to 

insecurity. 

 About 43 per cent of children 

under age 5 are 

underweight, with 19 per 

cent severely underweight. 

 Maternal mortality in Yemen 

has dropped by 60 per cent 

since 2003. 

 59 migrants from the Horn of 

Africa were rescued from 

human traffickers in June. 

FIGURES 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.5 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.6 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children  

1 m 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

$592 million  
requested (US$) 

 

33% funded 
 

Conflict escalates needs in Amran Governorate 
Thousands of families fleeing violence in Amran Governorate 

Over the past week, the fighting in Amran Governorate has significantly escalated. 
Insecurity and lack of access are preventing independent verification of the number of 
people affected 
and displaced. 
However, 
preliminary 
estimates indicate 
that as many as 
half a million 
people could be 
affected by the 
violence and that 
more than 35,000 
people have been 
displaced.  Road 
blockages have 
also prevented 
people from 
fleeing to Sana’a 
and thousands of 
people are 
reportedly trapped 
inside the conflict 
zone, unable to 
flee the fighting. 
Still, thousands of 
people have 
reportedly 
managed to flee to 
the capital, while a smaller number have been displaced to the neighbouring 
Governorates of Al-Jawf, Hajjah, Sa’ada and Al-Mahwit. Most of the displaced are 
believed to have sought refuge in other districts within Amran Governorate.  

Many of the people affected by conflict are already vulnerable due to poverty, food 
insecurity and lack of access to basic services. Their vulnerability has been further 
exacerbated by the conflict. People who have had to flee their homes are in urgent need 
of food, shelter, access to safe water and sanitation facilitation and health care. 

Humanitarian partners fear that continuing clashes in Amran could lead to additional 
large-scale displacement. On 19 June, eight humanitarian organizations operating in 
Amran warned of a catastrophe if fighting continues and aid does not arrive swiftly. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator has repeatedly called for humanitarian access to civilians in the 
affected areas.  

Map showing areas of recent displacement from Amran 
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Attacks on humanitarian assets and civilian infrastructure 

The fighting in recent days has been the most violent so far. There are reports of attacks 
on humanitarian and government compounds, private homes, religious institutions as well 
as civilian infrastructure such as hospitals and schools. One school has been completely 
destroyed whole another at least nine schools and one hospital are being used by 
combatants as barracks and/or weapons storage.  Serious challenges also remain in 
terms of aid worker safety and reports have emerged of detention and harassment of 
humanitarian workers. 

Lack of access limits efforts to identify needs and deliver assistance 

Amran Governorate has seen several waves of conflict in the last several years, and 
efforts to register and verify new IDPs have been hampered by recurrent insecurity. As of 
April 2014, UNHCR had verified the presence of 63,832 IDPs in Amran Governorate. As 
of June, more than 35,000 additional people were estimated to have been displaced by 
the fighting in Amran. Since June, there have been additional reports of thousands of 
people fleeing their homes. UNHCR and the Government IDP Executive Unit have started 
registration and verification of recently displaced people. Obtaining reliable information on 
the locations and needs of displaced people will enable a more effective humanitarian 
response to the most vulnerable people.  

The main road from Sana’a to Amran is frequently blocked, preventing Sana’a-based 
humanitarian partners from delivering aid. However, despite insecurity, roadblocks and 
other access restrictions, humanitarian operations in Amran Governorate have continued, 
including delivery of life-saving assistance such as food, water and sanitation, shelter and 
emergency healthcare. Agencies have typically suspended activities in areas of active 
conflict, resuming operations as fighting recedes or shifts elsewhere. However, since 4 
July, all humanitarian assistance in Amran has been on hold due to ongoing hostilities.  

Insecurity limits aid to southern conflict areas 
Ongoing localized insecurity affects civilians 

One month after fighting between Government forces and militants stopped in Shabwah 
and Abyan Governorates, southern Yemen, the overall security situation remains calm. 
However, localized security incidents continue to kill civilians. 

Unverified reports from partners indicate that more than 50 people, including civilians, 
were killed in the first half of June in various incidents in Aden, Shabwah, Lahj, 
Hadramaut and Al Dhale’e Governorates. On 15 June, eight health workers from a 
military hospital were killed in an attack on a hospital bus in Aden. In Al Dhale’e, at least 
six women and a child reportedly died in shelling on 2 and 3 June.  

Aid operations rely on local partners in conflict-affected areas 

Several conflict-affected districts in Shabwah, including Mayfa’a, Ataq and Rudum, are 
inaccessible to international aid workers, hampering efforts to verify displacement reports 
and monitor activities. Humanitarian organizations have been forced to mainly deliver aid 
through local partners who have better access.   

Table1: Assistance delivered by partners in southern Yemen (June 2014).  

Agency Location Assistance type Beneficiaries Type 
Total 
beneficiaries 

WFP Shabwah Food distribution Poor and vulnerable households 5,260 HHs 

UNICEF Shabwah Hygiene kits IDP households 1,734 HHs 

UNFPA 
Aden, Lahj, Abyan 
and Al Dhale’e 

Training on gender-
based violence 

Staff of humanitarian organizations 
and the government 

120 staff 
 

WFP Abyan Food distribution Returnees 32,441 HHs 

WFP 
Abyan (Ahwar and 
Al-Mahfad Districts) 

Food distribution IDPs 870 HHs 

WFP Al Dhale’e Food distribution 
IDPs, host, conflict-affected and  
vulnerable households 

26,000 HHs 

WFP  Lahj (Kharaz camp) Food distribution Refugees  28,840 HHs 
Total    95,265 HHs 
 

Source: OCHA / *the number of beneficiaries may overlap 

Despite ongoing 

hostilities and access 

restrictions, life-saving 

humanitarian aid has 

been delivered in Amran   

Assistance is being 

delivered in the south 

mainly through local 

partners 
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Based on a request from the Government IDP Executive Unit, WFP provided one-off food 
assistance to around 6,500 newly displaced families in Shabwah and Abyan in June. The 
Deputy-Governor of Abyan reported in May that 80 per cent of the IDPs had already 
returned home, and partners do not expect displacement resulting from recent conflict to 
become protracted 

Improvements in reproductive health  
Maternal mortality rates down by 60 per cent since 2003 

Maternal mortality has declined significantly in Yemen over recent years, according to 
findings of the 2013 Yemen National Health and Demographic Survey (YNHDS) that was 
released on 22 June. More pregnant women are receiving antenatal care, postnatal visits 
and improved delivery services from skilled providers. 

The maternal mortality ratio is estimated at 148 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 
for the past two years, compared to 365 per 100,000 births in 2003. The findings show 
that 60 per cent of surveyed women received antenatal care from a skilled provider, 
including doctors, nurses and 
midwives, compared to 43 
per cent in 2006. The 
percentage of births attended 
by a health professional 
increased from 36 per cent in 
2006 to 45 per cent in 2013. 
Births in a health facility 
increased from 24 per cent in 
2006 to 30 per cent in 2013.  
The fertility rate dropped from 
6.5 births per woman in 1995-
1997 to 4.4 births in 2013. 
The increased use of health 
care facilities has led to 
improvements in women’s 
health, as witnessed by the 60 per cent drop in maternal mortality. 

The incidences of female genital mutilation have not changed in the past 16 years in 
Yemen, according to the YNHDS, with 20 per cent of girls having been cut. 

Greater awareness of HIV/AIDS needed 

The YNHDS survey also found that while 73 per cent of all Yemeni women, mostly in 
urban areas, have heard of HIV/AIDS, only 28 per cent recognized that people can 
reduce the risk of getting HIV by using condoms regularly. About two thirds of all women 
know that HIV can be transmitted through blood transfusion, sexual intercourse with an 
infected husband or contaminated sharp instruments. Women in urban areas and with 
higher education are more knowledgeable about HIV/AIDS. 

Nearly half of all children stunted, according to Government 

An estimated 47 per cent of children in Yemen are stunted, of whom about half are 
severely stunted, according to the YNHDS. A slightly higher proportion of male children 
are stunted compared to female children. In rural areas, 51 percent of children are 
stunted compared to 34 percent in urban areas. Stunting steadily decreases as the level 
of the mother’s education increases. According to the survey, 16 per cent of children 
under age 5 are wasted. This was higher among male children compared to females, and 
in rural areas.  

In 2011, under-5 mortality averaged 77 per 1,000 live births; 42 per cent of these deaths 
occurred in the first month of life. More than half of these are due to pneumonia and 
diarrhea that are linked to poor nutrition and water quality, according to the report. 

About 43 per cent of children under age 5 are underweight, with 19 per cent severely 
underweight, which is the highest rate in the world. Proper sanitation is another major 

Trend in Maternal Care Indicators (1997-2013) 

 
Source: Yemen National Health and Demographic Survey 2014  
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problem. Just over half (53 per cent) of all households have improved sanitation facilities. 
Another 20 per cent of households defecate in the open and almost half of all schools are 
built without water, sanitation or hygiene facilities 

10 per cent of child marriages involve girls under age 15 

Girls in Yemen lag behind boys in terms of education potential as well as increased 
vulnerability to early marriage and maternal mortality, according to a new report launched 
by UNICEF and the Government on 17 June. 

The Situation Analysis of Children in Yemen 2014 report said one in three maternal 
deaths affect teenage girls. About 10 per cent of child marriages involve girls under 15.  

Crackdown targets human traffickers 
59 migrants rescued from smugglers’ houses in Haradh 

Yemeni authorities have launched a crackdown on human trafficking, rescuing 59 
migrants from the Horn of Africa (41 women and 18 men) from human smugglers’ houses 
in Haradh, Hajjah Governorate. 
Sixteen smugglers were arrested. The 
rescued migrants were transferred to 
IOM’s Migrant Response Centre in 
Haradh, where they are receiving food 
and medical care. 

The presence of a vast network of 
human traffickers in Haradh was 
recently highlighted in a report by 
Human Rights Watch. IOM and 
partners have stressed the need for 
Yemen and its neighbours to develop 
a comprehensive response for the 
orderly and humane management of 
cross-border migration, particularly 
irregular migration of refugees and migrants. 

Deadliest boat incident this year as 60 migrants die at sea 

According to UNHCR, the death of 60 migrants at sea on 30 May constituted the 
deadliest of such incidents this year, and brought to 124 the number of migrants who 
have died in similar circumstances since January. The migrants died when their boat 
capsized en route from the Horn of Africa 
to Yemen. Two Yemeni crew members 
also died. The bodies of the migrants 
later washed up on the Yemeni coast, 
where locals buried them.  

From January to June, 31,435 refugees 
and migrants arrived in Yemen, down by 
32 per cent from the 46,417 who arrived 
in the same period last year. These 
migrants risk their lives in overcrowded 
boats in search of better economic 
opportunities. Upon arrival in Yemen, 
many fall victim to human traffickers or 
are subjected to torture and other human 
rights abuses to extort money from their relatives. 

  

 
Migrants being rescued off the coast of Yemen after their boat 
capsized. Photo: UNHCR 

Missing/ dead migrants from Horn of Africa to 
Yemen 

 
Source: UNHCR 
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A crackdown on human 

traffickers in the north is 

going on, but there is a 

vast network of such 
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Girl children in Yemen 

have fewer chances to 

reach their full potential 

due to lack of 

opportunities and early 
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http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/media_73871.html
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, Yemen, ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

In brief 
Increasing malnutrition in Al Mazraq IDP camp 

The initial findings from a recent survey among IDPs living in Al Mazraq camps in Hajjah 
Governorate show an increase in global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates from 15.7 per 
cent in 2012 to 21.9 per cent this year. The Nutrition Cluster in Haradh is following up with 
implementing partners to address the situation. UNICEF has also begun a nutrition 
survey of all districts in Sa’ada Governorate. Plans are underway to conduct a similar 
survey in Lahj Governorate. 

Fuel shortages spurring new crisis 

Months of crippling fuel shortages and rapid inflation are plunging people into further food 
insecurity and deprivation across Yemen, according to Oxfam. For several months now, 
fuel supplies have run dry, food prices are soaring and water is becoming inaccessible. 
On 11 June, angry people took to the streets in Sana’a to protest the lack of basic 
services including fuel, electricity and water.  

Water resources declining rapidly partly due to qat cultivation 

Yemen remains one of the most water-stressed countries in the world and water 
resources are declining rapidly. Even then, the vast majority of water resources, 
estimated at 70 per cent, is used for 
the production of qat – a mild narcotic 
that is widely chewed in Yemen. 
According to the situation analysis of 
children in Yemen report, households 
spend as much on qat as they do on 
fruit, vegetables, pulses and dairy– an 
average of eight per cent of their 
income. The 2013 YNHDS shows that 
qat chewing has not changed 
significantly over the last 10 years and 
is more common in rural areas. About 
43 per cent of Yemenis aged 10 years 
and above chew qat.  

 
Water resources are declining rapidly. Photo: UNICEF 
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http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-crisis-how-yemen-can-survive-fuel-crisis-and-secure-its-future
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Situation_Analysis_report_-_English_Final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Yemen_Situation_Analysis_report_-_English_Final.pdf

