
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Humanitarian operations are 

continuing despite political 

instability and intermittent 

violence in parts of Yemen. 

 61 per cent of Yemenis 

(almost 16 million out of 25.9 

million people) need 

humanitarian assistance. 

 Humanitarian partners aim to 

assist 8.2 million people in 

2015 (32 per cent of the total 

population). 

 The high tensions in Marib 

and Al Bayda have had 

limited humanitarian impact 

so far. 

 91,592 Horn of Africa 

migrants arrived in Yemen in 

2014 - a 40 per cent increase 

from 65,319 in 2013. 

FIGURES 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

15.9 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.4 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.4 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children 

840,000 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

748.1 million  
requested (US$) 

 

0% funded 
 

Humanitarian aid continues amid political crisis 
Humanitarian partners to strengthen operations in potential hotspots 

Political tensions have been escalating for months in Yemen, culminating in limited 
clashes in Sana’a on 19 January that prompted President Abdo Rabo Mansur Hadi and 
his government to resign. On 6 February, Al Houthis dissolved parliament to pave way for 
a 551-member transitional assembly and a five-member presidential council. 

Although these events 
have made for an 
increasingly uncertain 
operating environment, 
humanitarian 
operations remain 
largely unaffected to 
date. Partners remain 
committed to stay and 
deliver, and continue to 
provide principled 
assistance to people in 
need. These efforts 
include areas that have 
seen localized fighting 
in the last month, 
mainly Al Bayda and 
Marib Governorates.  

Localized clashes continue, but humanitarian impact is limited 

Political conditions have been steadily deteriorating in Yemen since mid-2014, with 
localized conflicts mainly over the expansion of Al Houthi influence in Amran, Al Bayda, Al 
Jawf, Marib, Sana’a and Ibb Governorates. Amran and Al Jawf have remained mostly 
quiet for several months, but intermittent clashes continue to flare in Al Bayda and parts 
of Marib. Although concerning, the humanitarian impact of these clashes has remained 
limited and within the existing response capacity of humanitarian partners.  

About 100,000 people were displaced by conflict in 2014 in Amran, Al Bayda, Shabwah, 
Abyan, Al Jawf, Al Dhale’e and Marib. The vast majority returned home within days. 
Tensions in these areas have not abated, however, and reports of large movements of 
militants within Marib are particularly concerning. Humanitarian partners are working to 
strengthen their networks and presence in potential hotspot areas – including Marib – in 
order to promote preparedness for any future deterioration (see below). 

Attacks on civilians have cost lives and this is unacceptable  

Deepening insecurity and violence have already taken a toll on civilian lives, according to 
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Several suspected attacks by Al Qaida in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) since December have had appalling consequences. A 

Map of Yemen showing conflict-affected governorates in 2014 
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suicide attack in Rada’ on 16 December killed more than 20 people, many of them school 
girls. Another suicide bombing on 31 December killed at least 24 people in Ibb City. On 4 
January, six people were killed in an explosion near a girl’s school in Dhamar, and at 
least 37 people died when a car bomb detonated outside the police academy in Sana’a 
on 7 January. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has called for an 
investigation into possible violations of international human rights law by all sides. 

Partners are concerned that increasing violence could deepen the humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen. According to a statement from Oxfam, if the political crisis persists, conditions 
could quickly and severely deteriorate. The statement concludes that the international 
community should do more to support a sustainable end to conflict and strengthen 
humanitarian response efforts. 

Recent violence has pronounced impact on children   

Children rank high among people most affected by violence in Yemen. Four children were 
reportedly among the 18 people killed during clashes in Sana’a in mid-January. The 
clashes also disrupted examinations 
for an estimated 5,400 children. One 
school near the Presidential Palace 
was hit by stray bullets, although no 
casualties were reported. UNICEF 
has also received unconfirmed 
reports of unexploded ordnance lying 
in residential areas, which can be 
dangerous to children and adults. 

UNICEF has appealed to all parties 
to the conflict in Yemen to refrain 
from targeting civilian areas – 
especially schools, hospitals and 
residential areas – and to ensure that 
children are protected at all times.  

Child protection includes ensuring 
that no child is recruited as a child soldier and that their rights are protected in 
accordance with International Humanitarian Law. The UN country task force that monitors 
children affected by armed conflict has verified 27 cases of children aged 14 to 17 years 
manning checkpoints in Sana’a City. UNICEF estimates that 200,000 children were 
affected by attacks on schools, as well as by the occupation or closure of school facilities 
in 2014. In December alone, 50,000 children in Al Bayda, Al Jawf and Sa’ada needed 
assistance to go back to school.  

Partners to assist 8.2 million people in 2015 
15.9 million people in Yemen need humanitarian assistance 

According to the 2015 Humanitarian Needs Overview, 15.9 million people in Yemen (61 
per cent of the population) 
require some form of 
humanitarian assistance in 
2015. This represents an 
eight per cent increase in 
total number of people in 
need of assistance since 
2014. 

Partners will target 8.2 
million people for 
assistance, or 52 per cent of 
all people in need and 32 
per cent of the total 
population.  

 
Violence in 2014 disrupted classes for these children pictured 
earlier in Haryah village, Wald Rabi’ District in Al Bayda. Photo: 
Taqi/UNOCHA. 

Map of Yemen showing People targeted in 2015 

 
Map: UNOCHA 

Baseline 

Population 
(Yemen 
Humanitarian Needs 
Overview, 2015) 

25.9 m 

GDP per capita  
(World Bank, 2010 
est.) 

$1,209 

% population living 
under poverty line 
(World Bank, 2010) 

54.4% 

Life expectancy 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

64 
years 

Under- five mortality 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

77/1000 

Under-five global 
acute malnutrition 
rate (2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

15% 

Number of children 
under 18 
(UNDP,2010) 

12.4 m 

Child labour rate 
(5 – 17 years) 
(ILO, 2013) 
 

17% 

 

A UN task force has 

verified 27 children 

aged 14 to 17 manning 

checkpoints in Sana’a 

City 

Violent clashes in 

Sana’a in January 

disrupted school 

examinations for 5,400 

children 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-01-23/yemen-brink-humanitarian-disaster-millions-lives-risk
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/unicef-yemen-situation-report-dated-29115
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanitarianresponse.info%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Ffiles%2F2015_HNO_Yemen_Final_0.pdf&ei=KVTSVK6qNsfkUsu_gZgM&usg=AFQjCNFzWy1Evuc6-KFsFgXmJSAPbL1FrQ&sig2=6PRU0HzrttFL-6GaRSv9fA&bvm=bv.85076809,d.d24
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Altogether, partners are seeking 
$748.1 million to deliver a range 
of life-saving, protection and 
resilience programmes in 2015. 
The majority of targeted people 
live in areas where chronic 
underdevelopment and endemic 
poverty have potentially life-
threatening consequences, 
leaving people in need of 
emergency assistance and 
protection support.  

The urgency of people’s needs within the target population varies widely, and partners 
have therefore strengthened prioritization efforts in 2015. Of the total funding request, 
$284.7 million (38 per cent) is for the most absolutely crucial life-saving and protection 
activities, including for people affected by conflict. This prioritization effort will allow 
donors and other stakeholders to quickly identify the most immediately pressing concerns 
in Yemen, without crowding out efforts on resilience, recovery and durable solutions that 
are crucial to setting Yemen on the path to recovery.  

 

Assistance reaching Al Bayda and Marib 
despite mounting tensions  
Recent assessment finds limited needs in Marib 

Tensions and sporadic clashes between armed groups continue in Marib Governorate, 
although the humanitarian impact is limited. On 15 January, an inter-agency mission 
visited several locations in Majzar and Marib Districts, as well as Marib City and found 
that nearly all 1,200 families who had been displaced by conflict in Majzar last year have 
returned home. Partners had delivered a one-off aid distribution in Majzar for IDPs in 
October and November, and the one-day mission was an opportunity to assess 
conditions on the ground. Most visited locations in Majzar did not exhibit urgent 
humanitarian needs, although shelter rehabilitation and clean drinking water are needed 
in Al ‘Atf and Al Humaidha villages. Health services are unavailable across Majzar, 
although it is not clear to what degree this is a result of recent conflict.  

Numbers of people in need and targeted 2015 

 
Source: UNOCHA 
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In Marib City and Marib District, the mission found 169 families from Majzar District who 
remain displaced, mostly due to perceived affiliations with Houthi opponents or 
participation in the recent conflict that prevent their return. Humanitarian needs of these 
families did not appear severe, and 
they are being assisted by an 
international humanitarian partner. 
The mission also found numerous 
migrants and refugees living in 
unsanitary conditions in and around 
Marib City.  

Wider conflict in Marib would almost 
certainly have serious 
consequences beyond the 
governorate, as Marib is a key 
source of fuel, electricity and 
revenue for several governorates, 
including Sana’a. Safir Oil Refinery, 
which produces 60 per cent of fuel 
for domestic consumption and all 
cooking gas, is also located there.  

Response ongoing to immediate needs in Al Bayda but tensions remain 
high  

Intermittent fighting in parts of Al Bayda Governorate between Al Houthis, AQAP and their 
tribal allies continues, and tensions remain high. Fighting displaced about 20,000 people 
in December, the vast majority of whom have now returned home.  However, return does 
not correspond with an end to crisis. 

In Rada’ District, local residents fear that clashes could again force them from their 
homes. This recently occurred in Khubzah village – a major centre of fighting late last 
year – where 10 families who had recently returned home were forced to flee again as 
fighting erupted nearby. The immediate humanitarian needs of conflict-affected people in 
Al Bayda including food and non-food items like shelter, water, blankets and hygiene kits 
are largely being met by humanitarian partners, but families in affected areas continue to 
live in extremely tense conditions, and the area is generally unprepared to absorb further 
shocks. For example, Rada’ town has severe health needs, and the central hospital lacks 
capacity and supplies. According to an assessment in December, damage to the hospital 
during fighting in 2012 led services to decline dramatically, and they have never 
recovered. Civilians across the affected area also continue to face serious protection 
risks. The Child Protection Cluster 
estimates that 52 per cent of the displaced 
children did not go to school in December. 

Difficult access overcome with 
careful planning and flexibility  

Marib has been considered inaccessible to 
international partners due to security 
concerns. Links with local partners have 
also been weak. However, as tensions have 
continued to rise, finding a safe way to 
access and strengthen presence in Marib 
has become increasingly important as part 
of emergency response preparedness. The 
recent successful assessment mission to 
Marib demonstrates that access issues – 
though challenging – benefit from periodic 
reviews in order to prevent reflexive thinking 
that can hinder the delivery of assistance. In 
this case, international and Yemeni partners 
worked together to design a rapid 

Severity of humanitarian needs in Marib (2015) 

 
Sources: Clusters, 2015 Humanitarian Needs Overview 

Areas visited during Al Bayda assessment  

 
Map: UNOCHA 

The presence of 

humanitarian partners in 

Marib is extremely 

limited due to security 

concerns 

New Materials on ReliefWeb  

Yemenis living "hour to hour" amid 
power struggle. 
http://bit.ly/1ypQlVx 

WHO deplores attacks on health 
workers and health facilities in 
Afghanistan, Sudan and Yemen. 
(Source: WHO). 
http://bit.ly/1DecGY5 

After dodging bullets in school, 
Yemeni children hope for a safer 
future. (Source: UNICEF) 
http://uni.cf/1vfP66G 

10 Facts About Hunger In Yemen. 
(Source: UNICEF). 
http://bit.ly/1D3XLgP 

Success of severe malnutrition 
management in Al-Sadaqa Hospital. 
(Source: WHO). 
http://bit.ly/1DzY6KO 

Somalia Refugees in the Horn of 
Africa and Yemen - December 2014. 
(Source: UNHCR). 
http://bit.ly/1zFJ5Wd 

ICRC activities in Yemen in 2014. 
(Source: ICRC). 
http://bit.ly/16KGTRK 

WHO responds to urgent health 
needs following clashes in Sana’a, 
Yemen. (Source: WHO). 
http://bit.ly/1A8kNGp 

Yemen Situation Report 16 - 31 
December 2014. (Source: WFP). 
http://bit.ly/1zrVtUY 

http://bit.ly/1ypQlVx
http://bit.ly/1DecGY5
http://uni.cf/1vfP66G
http://bit.ly/1D3XLgP
http://bit.ly/1DzY6KO
http://bit.ly/1zFJ5Wd
http://bit.ly/16KGTRK
http://bit.ly/1A8kNGp
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assessment with safeguards to ensure security and a principled approach.  

In September, partners undertook a longer assessment mission to Shabwah 
Governorate, which at the time was also widely considered inaccessible. The major 
conclusion here is that – while safety and security remain paramount – careful planning 
and flexibility can often overcome access challenges. Improving access, including by 
implementing a comprehensive access strategy, is a major priority in 2015.  

Traffickers fuelling migration from Africa 
40 per cent increase in migrant arrivals, even as more die at sea 

More than 91,000 migrants from the Horn of Africa arrived in Yemen last year – a 40 per 
cent increase compared to 2013. This increase came despite reduced conflict in Somalia 
and improving economic conditions in Ethiopia. According to the Nairobi-based Regional 
Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS), this movement of people is fuelled by interested 
parties that make millions of dollars through complex trafficking networks. Cultural norms 
also play a role, with some communities expecting able-bodied sons or daughters to go 
abroad to earn money and support their 
families back home.  

Most migrants are now travelling via Puntland 
and the Gulf of Aden. According to the 
RMMS, this could be due to higher trafficking 
fees from Djibouti, higher risks of kidnapping 
for ransom upon arrival along Yemen’s Red 
Sea coast, and stricter enforcement of anti-
trafficking laws in Djibouti.  

The journey remains extremely dangerous. In 
2014, there was a dramatic increase in the 
number of deaths at sea. The International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) reported 265 deaths, up from just six in 2013. On 3 
February, there were unconfirmed reports that another boat carrying 49 migrants had 
sunk off the coast near Taizz, with most passengers drowning. These deaths mainly 
occur when overloaded, rickety boats capsize. IOM has also highlighted continuing 
mistreatment and abuse by traffickers and government officials. 

In brief:  
Free medical services for thousands of people in Sana’a and Socotra 

The fifth annual free medical camp organized by 
Qatar Charity in Socotra Island will provide up to 
6,000 people with free medical services, including 
eye surgery, gastrointestinal endoscopy and 
urinary tract procedures. More than 20 doctors are 
available in different specializations.  

In Sana’a, Qatar Charity and its partner hospitals 
are offering 3,000 heart surgeries at approximately 
750 surgeries per year over four years. The 
organization is also building the capacity of 
Yemeni medical staff and creating a database on 
heart diseases. 

Numbers of migrants arriving in Yemen from 
the Horn of Africa (2009-2014) (in Thousands) 

 
Source: Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS) 

 
The medical camp will provide free services. 
Photo: UNFPA 
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http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php?id=2
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php?id=2
http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2015/pbn-listing/irregular-migration-by-sea-from.html
http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2015/pbn-listing/irregular-migration-by-sea-from.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/qatar-charitys-latest-free-specialized-medical-camp-yemeni-island-socotra

