
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 More people flee fighting in 

South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile. 

 Human Rights Watch report 

says indiscriminate aerial 

bombardment in SPLM-N 

areas has killed and injured 

scores of civilians. 

 More than 3,500 people flee 

their homes in parts of Darfur 

due to insecurity and inter-

tribal violence.  

  

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

142,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

168,700 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

35,000 

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

53% funded 
 

Some 3,000 displaced in S. Kordofan P.1

Plight of civilians in SPLM-N areas P.2

3,500 Darfuris newly displaced P.3

Campaign to end GBV concludes P.4

 

More flee fighting in S. Kordofan and Blue Nile 
On 16 December, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) said in a 
statement that an estimated 3,000 people fled their homes in Almanzala village in 
Rashad locality, South Kordofan State following fighting between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and SPLM-N forces in the area. The SPLM-N said that property belonging 
to the affected population had been burnt down and their food supplies destroyed. The 
SPLM-N also reported that the displaced population is in need of humanitarian 
assistance, in particular food, shelter and health services. 

According to information received by the UN, fighting also took place during 13-16 
December near Daldako village in Um Dorein locality (about 50km east of the South 
Kordofan capital, Kadugli). No reports of civilian casualties or displacement have been 
received. The UN does not have access to SPLM-N controlled areas in South Kordofan 
and cannot verify these reports.  

During a visit to Kadugli on 13 December, Sudan’s Defence Minister said that more 
troops and equipment will be sent to South Kordofan State. This announcement has led 
to fears of a further escalation of fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N in the state. 
According to the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and a number of 
other sources, some 207,000 people in Government-controlled areas and some 350,000 
people in SPLM-N controlled areas in South Kordofan have been severely affected by the 
fighting between SAF and SPLM-N that started in the state in June 2011.  

New refugees from Blue Nile in South Sudan 

The office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has reported that around 
300 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State arrived this week in Maban County in Upper 
Nile State, South 
Sudan. Some of 
these people have 
been relocated 
from the border 
town of El Fuj to 
Jammam refugee 
camp in Upper Nile 
State. According to 
UNHCR, this group 
of new arrivals was 
displaced by recent 
violence in their 
village in Blue Nile. 
Media reports last 
week, citing the 
SPLM-N, said that 
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Young girls in Zamzam IDP camp, North Darfur (Gonzalez/UNAMID) 
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A refugee family from Blue Nile in Upper Nile State, South Sudan (Herzog/WFP)

5,000 people in Blue Nile state had been displaced following attacks by militia forces and 
are trying to move to South Sudan. According to the reports, most of the displaced people 
were unable to cross the border due to the presence of militia forces in the area. The UN 
does not have access to the areas and is unable to independently verify the information 
reported by the media. The new refugees - predominantly made up of women, children 
and the elderly - are believed to be part of a group of families that UNHCR received 
reports of as having fled their village more than a week ago. One of the new arrivals 
interviewed by UNHCR claimed to have witnessed heavy fighting and the destruction of 
villages. Alleged aerial bombing in border areas of Blue Nile near El Fuj was reported on 
7 December and 11 December, which may hamper people’s movement to safety, 
according to UNHCR. 

The refugees are reported to have fled with hardly any personal belongings and survived 
on wild fruit, tubers and whatever water they were able to find on their journey. According 
to humanitarian organisations on the ground, between 15 and 20 per cent of the group 
appears to have malaria.  

According to UNHCR, there are more than 112,000 Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue 
Nile, in camps in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. Meanwhile, UNHCR has completed the 
biometric verification exercise in Yida refugee settlement in South Sudan’s Unity State on 
16 December. According to initial results, there are now some 56,600 Sudanese refugees 
in camps in Unity State as the records of some 8,000 refugees have been inactivated and 
more than 13,000 refugees did not show up during the exercise. Previously, the number 
of refugees in Unity State was reported to be some 69,600. 

Indiscriminate bombing in Blue Nile and South Kordofan - HRW 

A report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) issued on 11 December states that the 
Sudanese Government’s indiscriminate aerial bombardment and shelling in Blue Nile and 
Southern Kordofan has killed and injured scores of civilians since the start of the conflict 
in June 2011. According to HRW, Government forces have raided villages, burnt and 
looted civilian property, arbitrarily detained people, and assaulted and raped women and 
girls.  

The HRW report states that displaced civilian communities in the SPLM-N areas have 
sought shelter in the bush, in the hills near boulders and caves, or in other places they 
had moved to for safety. The report states that everyone that HRW researchers 
encountered was surviving on dwindling food reserves and had little or no access to clean 
water, basic medicines and healthcare. The report states that Sudan has restricted 
movement into and out of 
SPLM-N areas and 
continually denied access to 
independent humanitarian aid 
groups seeking to provide 
food and services, effectively 
blockading the SPLM-N-
controlled areas. This has 
prevented civilians from 
accessing healthcare and 
other essential services. The 
clinics and schools that the 
researchers were able to 
access, some of them 
damaged by bombing, had 
been closed or abandoned. 

HAC convoy brings food aid to Kadugli  

On 15 December, a delegation led by the HAC Federal Commissioner, accompanied by 
state level HAC commissioners, visited Kadugli. The delegation arrived with a convoy of 
food aid consisting of 3.8 metric tonnes (MT) of salt, 400 cartons of oil and 10 MT of 
lentils to people affected by fighting in the State. The food supplies reportedly will be used 
for emergency distribution. The Federal Commissioner said in a meeting with UN 
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agencies that a joint needs assessment, similar to the one conducted in January 2012, 
should be repeated in January 2013.     

WFP through the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) this week started the 
distribution of two-month food rations for December 2012 and January 2013 for 32,000 
displaced and conflict-affected people in Kadugli town. This is the second round of WFP’s 
food distribution following the previous one conducted in early September 2012.    

Over 3,500 people newly displaced in Darfur 
More than 3,500 people had to flee their homes in the eastern Jebel Marra region and 
Misterei area in Darfur over the past two weeks as a result of insecurity and inter-tribal 
violence. Meanwhile, the increased presence of armed movements around Gereida in 
South Darfur is a concern for humanitarian agencies based in the area.  

2,800 people newly displaced from Thabit, eastern Jebel Marra 

According to the international NGO Plan Sudan, between 3 and 16 December, an 
estimated 2,800 people have arrived at Zamzam camp, North Darfur, from the Thabit 
area in eastern Jebel Marra region. This displacement is a result of increased insecurity, 
with militia groups looting markets and properties in the area. Plan Sudan reports that in 
some cases entire families have arrived at Zamzam camp, while in other cases displaced 
families have left a family member behind to guard their farms and livestock.  

Inter-tribal violence forces 750 people to flee from Misterei, West Darfur 

According to HAC West Darfur, some 750 people have been displaced following reports 
of increased tension and violence between Najaa nomads and farmers around the 
Misterei area, about 50km southwest of El Geneina, the state capital of West Darfur. 
Tensions escalated this week, with nomads confronting the police who had moved in to 
stabilise the situation. Three people, including a policeman, were reportedly killed.  
Movement of public transport and commercial trucks had been temporarily suspended on 
the El Geneina – Misterei – Beida road and the authorities had also advised humanitarian 
organisations to suspend any activities in Misterei and the surrounding areas.  

On 10 December, the Government sent additional police and armed troops to the area, 
as well some mediators to defuse tensions. The nomads demanded blood money for the 
killing of their tribesman by the police. The situation is now reportedly calm and traffic flow 
on the El Geneina – Misterei – Beida road has resumed. During the harvesting period 
incidents of tension between nomads and farmers are common throughout Darfur. The 
harvesting season coincides with the annual migration of nomads and their livestock, 
which can result in conflict due to crop destruction and may lead to civilian displacement. 
This year, Government authorities have asked the nomads around Misterei area to delay 
their movement until the end of February 2013, which marks the end of the harvest 
season. Misterei is one of the return areas in West Darfur and there are concerns that 
increased tension between nomads and farmers may affect potential returns to the area. 

Returns to South Sudan to resume 
The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reports that preparations for the 
movement of 1,450 people of South Sudanese origin from open areas in and around 
Khartoum to South Sudan are underway.  IOM is being supported in these preparations 
by the Africa Inland Church.  Returnees’ luggage has been loaded on trucks and the 
convoy is scheduled to start its journey to South Sudan on 17 December. According to 
the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, about 1,450 returnees will be 
transported to various destinations – mainly in Upper Nile State.  

According to IOM, since February 2007 almost 1.8 million people have returned to South 
Sudan from Sudan. Due to present security issues and concerns at the border with 
Sudan, the main point of entry for people returning to South Sudan is through Renk in 
Upper Nile State. 

An estimated 2,800 
people arrived in 
Zamzam IDP camp 
near El Fasher from 
Thabit in eastern 
Jebel Marra region 

IOM reports that 
1,450 people of 
South Sudanese 
origin will be 
transported to South 
Sudan, mainly to 
Upper Nile State 
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Women in Zamzam camp marking the 16 Days campaign (Gonzalez/UNAMID)

End violence against women campaign 
concludes 
A campaign to mark the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-based Violence that started 
on 25 November, the International Day for the Eradication of Violence Against Women, 
concluded on 10 December, the International Human Rights Day. The UN Population 
Fund (UNFPA), in partnership with other UN agencies, the AU-UN Mission in Darfur 
(UNAMID) and national NGOs, supported a series of events and activities organised 
throughout Darfur region to mark the 16 days campaign. The campaign provided an 
opportunity for hundreds of Darfuri women to come together to call for an end violence 
against women in their communities. According to humanitarian organisations, limited 
capacity to tackle the issue means that there is a lack of monitoring of and reporting on 
cases of violence against women in parts of Darfur. 

To coincide with the 16 days 
campaign, UN agencies and 
UNAMID organised a forum 
on the Prevention of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse in El 
Fasher, North Darfur.  This 
forum highlighted the UN 
Secretary General's Bulletin 
on Special Measures for 
Protection from Sexual 
Exploitation and Sexual 
Abuse.  

More information about the 
Secretary General's Bulletin 
and the prevention of sexual 
exploitation and abuse can be found at www.pseataskforce.org 


