
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Yellow fever vaccination 

campaign starts in Darfur, as 

death toll continues to rise. 

• New civilian displacement to 

Zamzam IDP camp due to 

inter-tribal fighting in North 

Darfur. 

• Food insecurity in SPLM-N 

areas in South Kordofan and 

Blue Nile worsens. 

 

  

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

142,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

179,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

35,000 

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

53% funded 
 

Combating yellow fever in Darfur P.1 

Inter-tribal fighting in North Darfur P.2 

Ending gender-based violence P.3 

Food insecurity in South Kordofan P.3 

 
 

Yellow fever death toll continues to rise 
According to the Sudanese Ministry of Health (MoH) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO), some 600 cases of yellow fever cases, including 130 deaths, had been registered 
in Darfur by 25 November. The yellow fever outbreak has now affected 32 of the 57 
localities in Darfur. The case fatality rate (CFR) is now at 21.6 per cent, down from 25.3 
per cent reported last week.  
The MoH and WHO have underlined the need to increase the sampling rate of suspected 
cases in all localities in order to better understand the outbreak and to provide information 
on vaccine requirements. The US Naval Medical Research Unit, which is based in Egypt, 
has sent a team to Sudan to assist with laboratory analysis of samples and to conduct 
training sessions for staff at the National Public Health Laboratory. The MoH has 
deployed technical support teams in Central, South and West Darfur states to detect new 
cases of yellow fever and to survey affected areas.  

Yellow fever vaccination campaign starts in Darfur 
A 12-day yellow fever vaccination campaign started this week in Darfur. By 25 November, 
48 per cent of the targeted population in West Darfur, 12 per cent in Central Darfur, 20 
per cent in North Darfur and 6 per cent in South Darfur had been vaccinated. The 
campaign in targeted localities commenced on 20 November in West Darfur, 24 
November in North and Central Darfur and 25 November in South Darfur. 
According to WHO, yellow fever is a viral infection that is transmitted via the bite of Aedes 
mosquitoes. The first symptoms of the disease usually appear 3–6 days after infection. 
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Yellow fever patient at El Geneina teaching hospital (Gonzalez/UNAMID) 
 

Percentage of yellow fever cases in Darfur by state and age group 
Source: Ministry of Health 

Yellow fever in Darfur, cases and deaths – as of 21 November 2012 

Source: Ministry of Health 
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The first, or “acute”, phase is characterised by fever, muscle pain, headache, shivers, 
loss of appetite, nausea and vomiting. After 3-4 days, most patients improve and 
symptoms disappear. However, in a few cases, the disease enters a “toxic” phase: fever 
reappears, and the patient develops jaundice and sometimes bleeding. About 50 patients 
of patients who enter the toxic phase die within 10–14 days. There is no specific 
treatment for yellow fever. Vaccination is highly recommended as a preventive measure 
for travellers to and people living in endemic countries.  
Based on WHO reports, the most frequent symptoms reported in Darfur health facilities 
are fever (99 per cent of cases), bleeding (48 per cent) and vomiting (62 per cent). The 
last outbreak of yellow fever in Sudan was in South Kordofan State in late 2005, where 
604 cases, including 163 deaths, were reported over a four month period, according to 
WHO. 

 

More fighting and displacement in North Darfur 

In North Darfur, inter-tribal fighting has led to a new wave of displacement. The 
international NGO Plan Sudan has reported that some civilians from Shawa and another 
three villages in the Dar es Salam locality have been displaced to Zamzam IDP camp in 
North Darfur. These people reportedly fled their villages due to inter-tribal violence in the 
area. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has verified 423 out of an 
estimated 680 displaced people. Shelter, non-food relief supplies and the provision of 
health services have been identified as the main needs of the displaced people.  
Inter-tribal fighting in the Dar es Salam locality first started in February 2012 in Alauna 
village, allegedly due to cattle rustling. Counter-attacks and retaliations continued 
between the tribes, which led to the displacement of some 5,500 people from villages in 
Klaimendo and Dar es Salaam localities to El Fasher town, according to the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC).  A further 2,400 people from the 
same areas settled in Zamzam IDP camp, according to IOM. 

Campaign against gender-based violence 
On 25 November, a campaign for 16 days of activism against gender-based violence was 
launched in Sudan.  The campaign is supported by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
MoH, other UN agencies, the African Union – UN Hybrid Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), 
NGOs, community-based organisations, academic institutions and women’s 
organisations. Awareness raising activities have targeted IDPs, the judiciary, local 
authorities including law enforcement agencies, religious leaders, midwives and other 
service providers, teachers, school children, university students, and the media. 
Information was shared through workshops, radio and television programmes, art 
exhibitions and drama performances on the prevalence and impact of violence against 
women and girls on the victims, their families and the wider community.  
Violence against women is a violation of human rights. Women and girls in Sudan remain 
vulnerable to all kinds of violence, including sexual, physical, emotional and psychosocial 

Percentage of yellow fever cases in Darfur by state and age group 
Source: Ministry of Health 
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abuse, domestic violence, intimate partner violence, sexual harassment, exploitation, 
female genital mutilation, early marriage and human trafficking.  
The 16-day campaign aims to unify efforts and renew commitments to strengthen local 
mechanisms to respond to survivors’ needs, to create safe environments that support 
women and girls to realise their potential and to engage men in efforts to prevent violence 
against women and girls. This year, the Government of Sudan has also launched its own 
national campaign called ‘Zero Tolerance of Violence Against Women Now’. 

Food insecurity in SPLM-N areas in South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile 

According to a report released this week by the Juba-based South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile Coordination Unit, food security assessments conducted in SPLM-N controlled areas 
by local humanitarian actors indicate poor harvests and worsening food security in those 
areas. Although the harvest is ongoing in South Kordofan, people in some conflict areas 
are only expected to produce enough food for two months, while in other areas people 
have been unable to harvest due to insecurity. In Blue Nile State, initial assessments in 
Kurmuk and Bau localities indicate that the upcoming harvest will be minimal. The South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile Coordination Unit also reports that in some areas of Kurmuk 
locality health clinics are not functioning for lack essential drugs needed to treat patients. 
The report states that the precarious situation in both states continues to result in refugee 
outflows into South Sudan where UNHCR and humanitarian partners have a contingency 
plan to assist around 30,000 refugees who may cross the border from both states in the 
coming months. 

Humanitarian assistance continues in Government-controlled areas  
In Government-controlled areas in South Kordofan, humanitarian organisations on the 
ground continued to provide assistance to affected people. WHO provided the State 
Ministry of Health (SMoH) with a three-month supply of medicine to meet the needs of 
some 30,000 people in the Kharasana area, the Habila hospital and for the mobile health 
clinics run by the national NGO Mubadiroon in Gadier, El Leri and Talodi localities.  
In El Kouk and Dilling, the national NGO SIBRO carried out nutrition screening of some 
2,500 children under the age of five years. According to SIBRO, 27 children were 

A drama group performing a skit on violence against women in Zalingei, Central Darfur (OCHA) 
 

A drama group performing a play on violence against women in Zalingei, Central Darfur (OCHA) 
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identified with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 480 with moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM). The children with SAM were referred to the Dilling hospital for treatment. Nutrition 
screening is also being conducted by the international NGO Save the Children in parts of 
South Kordofan. During the reporting week, Save the Children screened some 730 
children under five years, identifying and referring for treatment 69 SAM and 254 MAM 
cases. Since the start of their programme in January almost 66,000 children have been 
screened and 2,812 SAM cases and 7,858 MAM have been identified and referred for 
treatment. Save the Children supports 15 nutritional centres in nine localities in South 
Kordofan. 
Humanitarian actors also provided water, sanitation and hygiene services to populations 
in need. The international NGO Care International Switzerland (CIS) provided sanitation 
services for some 4,000 people in El Abassiya, Rashad and El Moreib localities. CIS also 
rehabilitated water points providing some 8,300 people with potable water in El Abassiya 
and Rashad localities.  
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