
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Further shelling of Kadugli 

town leaves two children 

killed and eight civilians 

wounded.  

• UNHCR reports that over 

240,000 Sudanese refugees 

have fled conflict in South 

Kordofan and Blue Nile since 

June 2011. 

• New report highlights poor 

harvest prospects and lack of 

access to basic services in 

parts of SPLM-N areas in 

South Kordofan. 

 

FIGURES 
  

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

65,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

176,592 

  

  

FUNDING 

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

51% funded 
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More shelling in Kadugli town 

Government reports civilian casualties following 23 October shelling 

Between 23 and 26 October, a series of artillery shells hit Kadugli town, capital of South 
Kordofan State. This followed previous shelling of the town that began on 8 October.  A 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) spokesperson was reported in the media as saying that 
two children were killed and eight civilians injured following this latest round of shelling. 
The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) has denied civilian areas in 
the town.  
According to the UN, during the shelling on 23 October four mortar rounds fell near the 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) compound in Kadugli. Shelling continued in Kadugli town 
on 24 and 26 October, with no civilian casualties reported. A spokesman for the SPLM-N 
said that the shelling of Kadugli was in response to SAF airstrikes around Kauda and 
Kadugli in which, he said, one child was injured and several houses destroyed.  
On October 25, all UN personnel in Kadugli were instructed to temporarily relocate to the 
UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) compound and the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) office located outside Kadugli town until further notice. 
Meanwhile, no UN staff are present in WFP and UNICEF offices in Kadugli town. 
The Ethiopian-based Radio Tamazuj reported that SAF had conducted a series of aerial 
bombardments over the past week, targeting several locations in Umm Dorein, Dilling and 
Heiban localities that are under the control of SPLM-N forces. Radio Tamazuj also 
reported civilian casualties, new displacement and crop destruction. However, no further 
detailed information is available. The UN has no access to SPLM-N controlled areas and 
is unable to independently verify these reports. 

Tripartite Initiative update  
Humanitarian organisations have been negotiating intensively for access to all conflict-
affected civilians in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states since fighting began in June 
2011. In Government-controlled areas, a significant amount of assistance has been 
provided by the Government and national institutions. This has been supported by 
international humanitarian organisations, in spite of the security situation and restrictions 
on the movements of international staff. In SPLM-N controlled areas, no humanitarian 
staff have been able to enter from within Sudan and no food aid has been delivered, 
despite access negotiations that have been ongoing for more than 16 months. 
On 24 October, the AU Peace and Security Council (AUPSC) issued an interim report on 
the progress of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP). The report 
makes note of the political process between the Government of Sudan and SPLM-N 
forces. The report also reiterates the AUPSC call for both parties “to permit and facilitate 
immediate humanitarian access to the war-affected population of Blue Nile and South 
Kordofan.”  The following day, the SPLM-N issued a briefing note to President Mbeki, 
Chair of the AUHIP, noting its position on the Tripartite Initiative.  The SPLM-N outlined, 
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“concerns with the credibility of the process”. While not disagreeing with the technical 
content of the proposed Plan of Action, the briefing note expressed concern with the lack 
of progress and reaffirmed the SPLM-N’s commitment to humanitarian access and 
assistance.   

240,000 refugees flee fighting in Sudan  
On 24 October, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that the number of Sudanese 
refugees who fled fighting in Blue Nile and South Kordofan states and sought shelter in 
South Sudan and Ethiopia had reached more than 240,000 people. According to 
UNHCR, there are 110,610 refugees, mainly from Blue Nile State, in camps in South 
Sudan’s Upper Nile State and 65,982 refugees, mainly from South Kordofan, registered in 
camps in Unity State.  
In Ethiopia, there are over 65,000 Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile. These 
refugees are in camps and living with host communities in the Assosa and Gambella 
regions bordering Sudan’s Blue Nile State. This includes some 20,000 refugees living 
with host communities in the border area of Wanthowa in the Gambella Region. 

Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia  
Source: UNHCR 

 

Food security and sorghum prices update 

Food security and basic services in SPLM-N areas in South Kordofan 

On 24 October, the Juba-based South Kordofan and Blue Nile Coordination Unit released 
their first monitoring report on the food security situation and access to basic services in 
some SPLM-N areas in South Kordofan. The data was collected in Heiban, Um Dorein, 
Delami and western parts of Kadugli locality between 4 and 28 August 2012. The report 
indicates that food insecurity is a major concern in those localities. The Household 
Hunger Scale (HHC) scores, which covers a period of 30 days, show high levels of 
‘moderate’ and ‘severe’ hunger in all localities included in the report. The levels of 
‘severe’ hunger reported in western parts of Kadugli locality are particularly high, at 85.4 
per cent for resident families and 87.5 per cent for displaced families. However, for 
various reasons, including a lack of quantitative baseline data, the report cautions that it 
is not possible at this stage to say whether the scores are abnormally high or low for this 
time of the year. The outlook for this year’s harvest is poor. The most reported reason for 

Some 20,000 
Sudanese refugees 
are living with host 
communities in 
Ethiopia’s Gambella 
region 
 

Food insecurity is a 
major concern in 
some SPLM-N areas 
in South Kordofan, 
with levels of 
‘severe’ hunger at 
85.4 to 87.5 per cent 
in western parts of 
Kadugli locality 

http://www.unocha.org/


Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin |3 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/sudan | www.unocha.org | ochasudan_feedback@un.org  
This report was prepared by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 

not planting crops this season was limited access to land as a result of conflict and 
insecurity. 
With regard to access to health care, health facility closures have been reported in all 
surveyed localities. Access to health services varies across administrative units, but 
appears to be particularly poor in the Um Dorein locality. Access to drinking water is 
particularly limited in Um Dorein and western parts of Kadugli locality; areas where the 
heaviest fighting has occurred and where the highest number of aerial bombings and 
deaths have been reported, according to the South Kordofan and Blue Nile Coordination 
Unit. 

Sorghum prices continue to decrease across Sudan 
According to the World Food Programme’s (WFP) Sudan Food Security Update for 
September 2012, prices for sorghum continue to decrease across Sudan due to good 
harvest prospects following good rains this year. The sorghum prices in September have 
declined by between four and nineteen per cent compared to the previous month. While 
sorghum prices are decreasing, they remain high compared to September 2011.  

September 2012 sorghum price dynamics by state 
Source: WFP Sudan Food Security update September 2012 

 

Poor harvest in parts of East Darfur following poor rain, pests in September 
While sorghum prices are declining across the country, farmers in parts of East Darfur 
State have reported poor crop production. Areas in the north and north-east of Ed Daein 
locality, as well as Yassin, Assalya and 
El Ferdous localities have been most 
severely affected. Farmers in Ed Daein 
locality are reporting that crop 
production this year is 40 per cent 
lower than last year. According to the 
State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA), 
heavy rains in August and subsequent 
flooding have affected most of the 
farmland in Yassin, Assalya and El 
Ferdous localities. Poor rainfall and 
pest infestation in September have 
further affected the crop production. 

Food distribution in an IDP camp in Darfur (Albert Gonzalez/UNAMID) 
 

In East Darfur’s Ed 
Daein locality, crop 
production is 
expected to be 40 
per cent lower than 
last year  

Sorghum prices in 
September 
continued to 
decrease throughout 
Sudan with the 
highest reduction in 
North Darfur 
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Poor crop production in parts of East Darfur is likely to affect both host communities and 
more than 86,000 displaced people in Ed Daein locality, Ed Daein town and Elneem 
camps.   Another 2,600 people in Yassin and Assalya who had been affected by floods in 
August will also need food assistance and the provision of other basic services.  

Yellow fever outbreak in Central/South Darfur 
According to the Sudanese 
Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH), 
a yellow fever outbreak was 
reported in seven localities in 
Central and South Darfur. Since 
the first week of October, a total of 
84 suspected cases, including 32 
deaths, have been reported in the 
localities of Azoom, Kass, 
Mershing, Nertiti, Nyala, Wadi 
Salih and Zalingei. The ministry 
said that the immediate priority is 
to control disease vectors, 
reinforce the disease surveillance 
system and to raise public 
awareness on the prevention and 
control of the disease, which is 
spread by mosquitoes. Meanwhile, 
preparations for a mass 
vaccination campaign are 
underway to vaccinate at risk 
populations in Darfur. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there is no 
specific treatment for yellow fever, only supportive care to treat dehydration and fever, 
and blood transfusions when needed. It is a preventable disease with symptoms and 
severity varying from case to case. Protective measures like the use of bed nets, insect 
repellent and mosquito-proof clothing are considered the best methods to contain an 
outbreak. The FMoH, WHO and other health partners are working to ensure the timely 
containment of the outbreak. 

Population movements in the Abyei area 
According to humanitarian organisations, displaced people are returning to areas north of 
Abyei town, with some 50 families having returned to Noong village by 28 October. 
Noong is one of a handful of villages located on what used to be the frontline during the 
Abyei crisis in May 2011. Noong is also one of the most northerly locations to which 
displaced communities may return during the dry season. UNISFA has re-established a 
team site in the area in anticipation of possible returns. There may also be a residual 
threat from landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW) in Noong. UNHCR is 
interviewing people in Noong to understand the reasons for return and to ensure that 
people are informed about potential risks from ERWs.   
By 28 October, IOM had verified that 6,807 people, of the 14,043 that were registered in 
July, remain in their places of origin. UNHCR continues to conduct focus-group 
discussions with displaced communities throughout the region to ensure safe and 
informed returns. Findings suggest that most of the displaced people would like to go 
back to their places of origin, but concerns over political instability and a lack of basic 
services and viable livelihood opportunities have prompted families to send only some 
members to their places of origin while others remain displaced. 

Some 50 displaced 
families have 
returned to Noong 
village, north of 
Abyei town 

Yellow fever cases by locality (WHO) 
 

The Government has 
registered 84 
suspected cases of 
yellow fever, 
including 32 deaths 
in parts of Central 
and South Darfur  
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