
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Tripartite Initiative remains 

stalled.  

• One UNAMID peacekeeper 

killed, three others injured in 

the second attack on 

peacekeepers in October. 

• New assessment in SPLM-N 

areas shows deterioration of 

food security and nutritional 

status. 

 

FIGURES 
  

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

38,989 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

175,362 

  

  

FUNDING 

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

51% funded 
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Tripartite Initiative remains stalled  

The Tripartite Initiative of the African Union, the League of Arab States and the United 
Nations has still not been able to deliver any assistance to war-affected civilians in Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, 
despite intensive negotiations that have been taking place since the beginning of August, 
when the Government and the SPLM-N signed two separate Memoranda of 
Understanding with the Tripartite. The current Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Tripartite and the Government of Sudan is due to expire on 2 November 2012. 
On 21 October, the Government’s technical committee approved the latest version of the 
Tripartite’s Plan of Action at the technical level, subject to agreement being reached at 
the higher political level on extension of the MOU beyond 2 November and agreement 
being reached on security arrangements. The Government’s technical committee also 
requested a more detailed budget for the operation and more details on air versus ground 
movements for delivery of assistance. By 21 October, the SPLM-N had not yet provided 
comments on the latest version of the Tripartite’s draft Plan of Action. 

Addressing the concerns of nomads 
On 18 October, the sixth meeting of the Nomads Network forum was held in El Fasher, 
North Darfur. The event was organised by the Geneva-based Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue, with support from the UN-AU Mission in Darfur (UNAMID). The forum, attended 
by representatives from the Nomads Network, civil society organisations, UN agencies 
international NGOs, and diplomatic missions looks at engagement of the nomadic 
community in the peace-building process and considers any needs for humanitarian 
assistance. Nomadic communities in Darfur have previously voiced concern that they 
have been neglected in terms of international assistance.  
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Nomadic livestock trade affected by conflict in Darfur 
According to a report recently published by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the 
livestock trade in Darfur, which is the major source of livelihoods for nomads, has been 
badly affected by conflict. The report, called “On the Hoof” explains that during the conflict 
large numbers of rural households were displaced and looting of livestock was 
widespread. In North Darfur, many markets have been closed or market access blocked. 
This led to poverty amongst the nomads and meant they were unable to access health, 
education and other basic services. This has resulted in continued displacement to other 
areas to look for alternative livelihood options, according to the report. UNEP estimates 
that Darfur’s livestock accounts for between one-quarter and one-third of Sudan’s 
livestock resources post-secession.  
The UNEP report estimates that the livestock trade in Darfur has fallen by up to 50 per 
cent since 2003. The report also highlights some positive developments, like inter-tribal 
cooperation with regards to managing livestock. In some parts of Darfur, agreements 
have been forged between otherwise hostile groups to secure access to trade due to 
mutual livelihood and economic interests. It is hoped that these agreements might be the 
foundation for future peace-building work to rebuild relationships between those groups.  

Nomad migration to South Sudan starts 

Nomads from East Darfur start seasonal southward migration 
In East Darfur, the Nomad Union has reported the start of their migration into South 
Sudan.  They expect to reach the border areas between December 2012 and January 
2013. The movement of pastoralists with large numbers of cattle puts a strain on water 
and pasture resources and the movement of livestock may cause damage to crops, 
increasing tensions between pastoralists and farmers.  
Nomadic community leaders are reportedly holding discussions with South Sudanese 
communities along the border to ensure the safe passage of the nomads into South 
Sudan. According to the Nomad Union, relations between nomads and South Sudanese 
communities on the border have remained stable despite the security and political issues 
between Sudan and South Sudan.  

Umbararo making their way to South Sudan from South Darfur 
In South Darfur, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that Umbararo 
pastoralists are migrating from Tullus locality to South Sudan. About 25,000 pastoralists 
with some 500,000 head of cattle and other livestock are currently in Tullus, according to 
a recent inter-agency assessment in the area. FAO reports that pastoralists have been 
unable to cross into South Sudan as they have not received permission from the South 
Sudan authorities to do so. Some of the pastoralists are now trading in Goz Idmbo in El 
Radoom locality, South Darfur, while others have moved to Um Dafug on their way to the 
Central African Republic (CAR). 

One peacekeeper killed, three injured in Darfur 

On 17 October, a UNAMID solider was killed and three others injured when their convoy 
was ambushed by armed gunmen approximately 10km from Hashaba in Kutum locality, 
North Darfur. The UNAMID convoy was on its way to assess the situation in Hashaba 
following reports of violence in the area earlier this month. Militia attacks were reported in 
Hashaba from 25-27 September.  On 3 October, a UNAMID patrol was able to reach 
Hashaba village, where they were informed by locals that 70 people (39 men 20 women 
and 11 children) had been killed. The latest attack on UNAMID is the second this month. 
On the evening of 2 October, four peacekeepers were killed and eight injured when their 
patrol was ambushed by armed gunmen approximately 2km from the UNAMID 
headquarters in El Geneina, West Darfur. Government authorities are investigating both 
incidents. According to UNAMID a total of 43 peacekeepers have been killed as a result 
of hostile actions since their initial deployment on 31 December 2007. 

Up to 50 per cent 
decline in livestock 
trade in Darfur, 
according to UNEP 
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IDPs return to Kassab camp, North Darfur (Albert Gonzalez/UNAMID) 
 

Increase of violence in North Darfur between June and September 2012 
According to a new report issued by the UNAMID, there has been a marked increase in 
violence in North Darfur between June and August 2012. North Darfur has become more 
prone to conflict because of an increased concentration of armed movements. 
Between June and August 2012, a total of 303 fatalities were registered in North Darfur 
as a result of hostilities between Government forces and armed movements. In South 
Darfur and West Darfur, 170 and 110 fatalities were registered respectively. The security 
situation in North Darfur was further complicated by inter-tribal violence in Kutum and 
Mellit in August. Tension in the Kutum area has been increasing since the assassination 
of the Al Waha nomadic 
community commissioner in early 
August which sparked conflict 
between the commissioner’s 
tribesmen and the internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in 
Kassab camp. In addition, an 
increased number of inter-tribal 
clashes were triggered by a 
combination of economic and tribal 
interests, including those related to 
gold mining sites in North Darfur, 
mainly in El Sireaf and Kebkabiya, 
since July 2012. 

Challenges in transporting humanitarian aid supplies in North Darfur 
According to humanitarian organisations in North Darfur, the Government has stopped 
armed escorts for commercial vehicles resulting in delays to the transportation of 
humanitarian supplies to areas of need. Food and non-food relief supplies are 
transported using commercial vehicles, with up to 80 per cent of World Food Programme 
(WFP) food supplies transported commercially. Capacity for UNAMID escorts to fill the 
gap is being evaluated.  

Over 600 killed in S. Kordofan and Blue Nile 
According to reports citing a parliamentary statement by the Minister of Interior, a total of 
633 people have been killed in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states since June 2011 
when conflict started between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the SPLM-N. The 
Minister said that most of the dead were civilians, adding that in 2012, 147 people were 
killed in South Kordofan and 41 in Blue Nile state. He said a total of 791 people have 
been wounded since last year in South Kordofan, and 151 people are reported as 
missing.  
Meanwhile, according to media reports and reports received by the UN, fighting between 
SAF and the SPLM-N occurred in several locations in South Kordofan between 14 and 18 
October.  No reports on civilian casualties or displacement have been received. On 15 
October, SAF demining teams detonated two mortar shells that landed without exploding 
in the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) compound in Kadugli last week. All UN agencies 
that were operating from the UNICEF compound will return to the facility once the UN 
Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) assesses that it is safe to do so. 

Food security and nutrition in South Kordofan 

New food security and nutrition assessment in SPLM-N areas 
A new report documenting findings from a rapid food security and nutritional assessment 
conducted between 5 and 19 August 2012 in SPLM-N areas in South Kordofan was 
published by the Washington-based Enough Project this week. The assessment was 
conducted by an international NGO which preferred to remain anonymous due to security 
reasons. The assessment found that the food security situation in SPLM-N areas in South 

According to 
UNAMID, between 
June and August 
2012, 583 fatalities 
were registered in 
Darfur as a result of 
hostilities between 
Government forces 
and armed 
movements  
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Kordofan has dramatically deteriorated, with 81.5 per cent of households surviving on 
one meal per day compared to 9.5 per cent one year ago and 0 per cent two years ago.  
In addition, 65.7 per cent of households have less than 
one week’s food stock and 73.2 per cent of households 
have no income to purchase food. With regard to the 
nutritional status of children between 6 and 59 months 
old, the assessment found that the current global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) rate based on the Mid-Upper Arm 
Circumference (MUAC) screening was 14.9 per cent, 
while severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rate stood at 3.6 
per cent. The report also noted the presence of aggravating factors, including prevalence 
of water-borne diseases as the majority of people interviewed do not have access to 
clean water.  
The State of Sudanese Children 2011 report issued by UNICEF and the National Council 
for Child Welfare in September indicates that according to the 2010 Household Survey 
data, the GAM rate in South Kordofan was 17.4 per cent, while the SAM rate was 4.4 per 
cent based on weight for height screening. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
threshold rate for emergency for GAM is 15 per cent. 

Save the Children Sweden management of acute malnutrition 
In parts of Government-controlled areas in South Kordofan, the international NGO Save 
the Children Sweden (SCS) has been supporting the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) in 
15 locations in nine localities to implement Community-based Management of Acute 
Malnutrition (CMAM) since January 2012. This includes early detection and management 
of severely acute malnutrition amongst children aged 6-59 months. During the week of 
11-17 October 2012, SCS had screened 1,585 children at 15 facilities and registered 88 
cases of SAM, 195 cases of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM), bringing the number of 
GAM cases that week to 283. Since the start of the programme in January, 63,360 
children have been screened at 15 facilities, with 2,618 registered cases of SAM and 
7,321 cases of MAM, bringing the number of GAM cases to 9,939.  

Nutrition screening in 15 locations in Government-controlled areas 
(Source: Save the Children Sweden)

 

Returns to West Darfur continue    

Since 2009, about 7,000 people have spontaneously returned to seven villages in Beida 
locality, West Darfur, from other locations in the state and from refugee areas in Chad, 
according to a recent inter-agency mission to the area. Another 340 people in the area 
have been identified as seasonal returnees. According to the returnees, improved 
security in their villages of origin has been the main factor prompting their return. Police 

In SPLM-N areas in 
South Kordofan, 
SAM rate stands at 
3.6 percent and 
GAM rate is 14.9 per 
cent 
 

http://www.unocha.org/


Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin |5 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/sudan | www.unocha.org | ochasudan_feedback@un.org  
This report was prepared by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 

posts in the return villages have been established by local authorities and additional 
police forces are deployed during the planting and harvesting periods. The main needs of 
the returnees are water, health, education, shelter, security and livelihood support. 
West Darfur has seen increasing numbers of people returning to their areas of origin, with 
HAC reporting that some 80,000 people have returned since 2009. Meanwhile, HAC 
estimates there are some 314,000 people living in 21 IDP camps in the state. 

Assistance to flood-affected communities 
Floods in Tullus, South Darfur, affect 6,000 people 
In early August, reports were received of flooding in Tullus locality, South Darfur. Until 
now, humanitarian organisations had been unable to access the area due to poor road 
conditions as a result of heavy rain and a lack of regular humanitarian flights. However, 
between 15 and 17 October, an assessment team was able to access the area and found 
that some 6,000 people had been affected by floods, with about 2,000 people in urgent 
need of humanitarian assistance. About 800 feddans (33.6 hectares) of farmland was 
destroyed by the floods and farmers are now in need of agricultural supplies, including 
seeds, for winter cultivation. The international NGO American Refugee Committee (ARC) 
has been providing health services and the heath situation is reportedly stable with a 
slight increase in water borne diseases.   

Assistance to flood-affected people in Khartoum State 
The Government's Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Works (CVHW) has 
received non-food relief supplies (plastic sheeting) for 1,000 people affected by floods in 
Jebel Awlia, Sharg El Nil, and Umbada localities in Khartoum State. The supplies are 
being transported from the UN Refugee Agency’s Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items 
(UNHCR ES/NFI) warehouse in El Obeid, North Kordofan. A joint assessment conducted 
in late August identified 1,638 houses had been completely destroyed by the floods. 
In Jebel Awlia, SMoH provided the CVHW with essential drugs for two health clinics run 
by national NGOs Kitra Voluntary Organisation for Development and Healthcare, and El 
Asfia. These medical supplies are expected to meet the needs of 1,500 people. Kitra, has 
two health centres in Khartoum State one in Jebel Awlia and one in Dar el Salam in 
Omdurman. The health centres provide services to poor and displaced people living in 
the area. According to Kitra, the main diseases treated at their health centres are malaria, 
chest infections and sexually transmitted diseases. Drinking water sources are 
contaminated and there is a lack of health awareness amongst the locals. Each Kitra 
health centre serves an average of 1,500 people a week. The health centres are often 
low on medical supplies and the NGO requires funding assistance to meet the needs of 
the people. 
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