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Key Points 
 

• In South Kordofan, fierce clashes between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the South 
Sudan Armed Forces – the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) – began in the border area of 
Higlig on 9 April, leading to the take over by the SPLA of Higlig town as well as its oilfields and 
facilities on 10 April. The fighting forced at least 5,000 civilians to flee their homes and this major 
escalation in the conflict has raised fears of further large-scale displacement and loss of live 
amongst civilians. 

• Humanitarian organizations in South Sudan report that more than 400 refugees from South 
Kordofan have been arriving every day in Yida refugee camp in Unity State. 

• More than 140,000 Sudanese refugees fleeing armed conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
have been registered in camps in South Sudan and Ethiopia. 

• The Embassy of South Sudan in Khartoum started issuing emergency travel documents to people 
of South Sudanese origin living in Sudan and has stated that it plans to also issue citizenship 
certificates and passports.   

• In South Darfur, lack of available transport remains a key obstacle for the majority of people of 
South Sudanese origin willing to return to South Sudan. 

1. South Kordofan 
 
Fighting and displacement 
Fierce clashes between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the South Sudan Armed Forces – the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) - began in the border area of Higlig of South Kordofan on 9 April. On 10 April, 
the SPLA claimed that it took over the control of Higlig town as well as its oilfields and facilities. The United 
Nations Security Council, the African Union and numerous other UN member states subsequently demanded the 
withdrawal of South Sudan's armed forces from the Higlig area and an end to aerial bombardment by Sudan of 
places in South Sudan, calling for an immediate summit between the two countries to build confidence and 
reaffirming that dialogue is the only solution. 
 
According to the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and other reports received by the 
UN, the entire civilian population of Higlig town and neighbouring villages fled to Algarya (just outside Higlig), 
Muglad, Kharasana, Keilak, and El Berdab in South Kordofan. The total number of displaced and affected people 
is unknown at this stage due to limited access to the areas and ongoing hostilities. The local authorities and the 
Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) initially estimated approximately 10,000 displaced people had been 
displaced from the Higlig area. Latest figures by HAC refer to at least 5,000 displaced people, including some 
4,000 who had arrived in Kharasana, and others spread out between Algarya, Keilak, El Berdab and Muglad. 
Those who have arrived in Muglad are considered to be mostly Muglad residents who had been working in Higlig. 
 
SRCS reports that an unspecified number of people who had been displaced previously from Talodi have 
returned to Talodi from El Leri. Fighting between the SAF and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North 
(SPLM-N) in Talodi during late March and early April displaced a total of 29,000 people, according to HAC. The 
displaced took refuge in three main locations in South Kordofan - El Leri, Kalogi and Abu Jubaiha. 
 
Access for humanitarian staff 
As of 15 April, there are two international UN staff (WFP and OCHA) and 62 national UN staff in Kadugli, the 
capital of South Kordofan State. The travel permits of the two international staff expire on 15 April and efforts 
were underway to extend their permits. Due to the increase in hostilities, the UN Designated Official issued a 
security advisory on April 12, suspending all UN missions outside Kadugli town with immediate effect until further 
notice except the travel between Kadugli and Khartoum through El Obeid. 
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Humanitarian response 
An SRCS mission to Kharasana and Keilak on 14 and 15 April reported that most of the displaced people are 
scattered in the bushes or living in the open approximately 3-4km away from Kharasana town. The SRCS mission 
indicated that food, water and sanitation are priority needs for the displaced in Kharasana. Previously distributed 
food supplies provided by the Government are expected to last for only 10 days. On 14 April, HAC and SRCS 
reported that a convoy carrying food supplies provided by HAC, and non-food relief supplies provided by UNHCR, 
had reached Kharasana. According to SRCS, people are depending mainly on limited support from the host 
community, government-donated food assistance and casual work. 
 
The Governmental Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) reported that it sent three bladders 
and some jerry cans to Kharasana last week, but that the amount was not sufficient to cover all the needs. 
According to WES, ‘hafirs’ and water yards are currently the main sources of water in Kharasana town, which 
should be able to cover for some time the need for water of both displaced people and host communities. 
According to UNICEF, the main challenge is transporting water to displaced people and availability of water 
storage at the site. SRCS reports that no latrines are available on-site in Kharasana. 
 
According to SRCS, the health and nutrition situation in Kharasana and Keilak is relatively stable at the moment. 
On 15 April, SRCS transported WHO-supported drug supplies to Kharasana and Keilak for 10,000 people for 
three months. In addition, the SRCS mission reported health services in both Kharasana and Keilak town are 
functioning. SRCS deployed one medical doctor in Keilak, who makes regular visits to Kharasana. However, there 
are concerns over the long distance between the site at which affected people are currently sheltering and the 
health center in Kharasana town (approximately 4 km), which may delay medical referrals in case of 
emergencies, particularly at night. 
 
A team of medical staff of the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) was deployed in Kharasana and Keilak to conduct 
a polio vaccination campaign for children under the age of five as part of National Immunisation Days starting on 
16 April pending the security situation on the ground. UNICEF and WHO are providing vaccines, logistical and 
other support for the campaign. 
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With UNICEF’s support four teams of social welfare officers from Keilak, Debab, Muglad and El Fula were 
dispatched to register and support the displaced people who fled the fighting in the Higlig area. Also, 14 social 
welfare officers were deployed to El Leri, Kalogi and Abu Jubaiha to assist and support some 29,000 people who 
fled the fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N in Talodi earlier this month.  
 
The SMoH and HAC (with UNICEF support) continued the Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) nutritional 
screening and distribution of BP5 biscuits for under five children among those newly displaced in Abu Jubaiha 
town. So far, more than 300 children have been screened and 60 cartons of BP5 were distributed. The screening 
and the distribution of BP5 will continue in the other neighbouring villages. 
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
Humanitarian organisations in South Sudan report the number of Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan in 
Yida refugee camp in South Sudan’s Unity State had increased to 20,300 people by 9 April - an increase of 4,340 
individuals since an earlier UNHCR registration was completed on 26 February. The increase is apparently due to 
the lack of food in South Kordofan, according to humanitarian organisations in South Sudan. The International 
Rescue Committee (IRC) reported on 13 April that many refugees are heading to Yida camp in South Sudan and 
its aid workers estimate that as many as 400 are arriving every day, up from an average of 50 a day a week 
earlier. The new influx started on 8 April, with a wave of refugees reaching the camp in crowded trucks and on 
foot, IRC reported. Depending on the security situation, registration staff are being sent to the site to verify and 
register new arrivals. In addition, there are some 91,400 Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile, registered in 
Doro, Jammam and other camps in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. 
 
In Ethiopia, 550 new Sudanese refugees were registered in the Ad-Damazin transit centre over the past week, 
bringing the total number of registered Sudanese refugees in Tongo and Sherkole refugee camps and the Ad-
Damazin transit centre to 28,700 people. The overall number of Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
is now over 140,000. 
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
Tthe situation in the Abyei area remains tense. On 13 April, UNISFA reported that some 500 SPLA soldiers had 
entered the Abyei area via Thurpader village, approximately 50 km east of Abyei town. Following an intervention 
and negotiations by the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), on 14 April the SPLA withdrew from the 
Abyei area.  
 
On 13 April, a team of UN aid workers visited a group of returnees near Abyei town and found out that of the initial 
200 returnees, only 58 were left, suggesting that the current volatile situation prompted most of the returnees to 
return south. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
8 April marked the end of the transitional period for people of South Sudanese origin living in Sudan to either 
return to South Sudan or regularise their status. 
  
Twelve officials from South Sudan’s Ministry of Interior arrived in Khartoum on 7 April to start issuing emergency 
travel documents to Southerners in Sudan. This followed a training which had been provided by international 
humanitarian organisations in South Sudan on the processing of documents. The Embassy of South Sudan in 
Khartoum started issuing emergency travel documents to people of South Sudanese origin and plans to 
subsequently start issuing national certificates and passports. In the meantime, the emergency documents are 
expected to be recognised at air or land ports for one-time-only travel from Sudan to South Sudan. An estimated 
500,000 Southerners live in Sudan, of whom some 107,000 have registered to return to South Sudan. 
 
By 10 April, 374,300 people of South Sudanese origin had returned to South Sudan from Sudan since late 
October 2010.  
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4. Darfur  
 
Southerners in South Darfur  
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) released a report this week following a UNHCR-funded assessment 
conducted by the SRCS on the risk of statelessness faced by people of South Sudanese origin in South Darfur 
State. The assessment was carried out in 68 villages between December 2011 and March 2012 and identified 
some 57,000 people of South Sudanese origin in the old South Darfur State. The findings of the assessment 
indicate that 67 per cent of those interviewed are willing to return to South Sudan as soon as possible, but lack 
resources for transportation. About 85 per cent have reported that they had not received termination benefits from 
their employers. Approximately a quarter of the households wish to remain in Sudan, with 23 per cent of those 
households willing to remain in order to maintain their property and residency rights and 15 per cent because of 
close family ties, as many are of mixed marriages. The protection concerns of the caseload include their physical 
security, provision of basic services, access to documentation, organised return for those willing to return, mixed 
marriages, and freedom of movement. 
 
Suspected Meningitis cases in Um Dukkhun 
On 9 April, the Meningitis Task Force in Zalingei, Central Darfur State, reported that 15 suspected cases of 
meningitis were registered in Um Dukkhun between 1-12 April 2012. On 5 April, WHO provided the international 
NGO International Medical Corps (IMC) with supplies to collect samples from the suspected cases for further 
analysis. Logistics challenges related to flight cancellations to deep field locations has hindered the collection of 
the samples and dispatching them to Khartoum for further testing. The SMoH, in collaboration with WHO, is 
planning to conduct training sessions on meningitis case management targeting 80 health workers from Zalingei, 
Jebel Marra, Garsila, Um Dukkhun and Azoum in the coming weeks. A Meningitis Preparedness Plan for Central 
Darfur State is to be finalized by the health sector partners. The plan incorporates elements of the containment of 
a possible outbreak of the disease. 
 
Post Harvest Assessment (PHA)  
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) of North Darfur 
have released the Post Harvest Assessment report for the agricultural season of 2011/2012 in North Darfur. The 
main findings of the report are that low rainfall has led to high prices of both agricultural crops and livestock in the 
state. Although the rains started early in the season, there were long dry spells during June and July which had a 
negative impact on the yield. This affected all areas of North Darfur, except Um Kadadda, Tawisha and El Laiet 
localities where higher than average rainfall was reported. Due to this situation, the report estimates the food gap 
at 147,000MT of cereals. The report recommends that mitigation measure should be taken by relevant food 
security bodies, including the Government, to address the food gap as well as the provision of agricultural inputs 
to farmers for the upcoming 2012 summer and winter seasons. 
 
The SMoA of South Darfur State has also released the Post Harvest Assessment report for the State. The report 
states that there is a deficit in grain in all localities (the 12 localities of the former state) ranging between some 
700MT in East Jebel Mara locality to some 50,000MT in Nyala locality. The overall deficit for South Darfur 
(including east Darfur) is 208,897 MT. However, the report estimates the total deficit for the new South Darfur 
state will be about 142,000 Metric tons. This deficit will be covered by WFP (36,720 MT), commercial sector 
interventions (30,400 MT) and strategic reserve (8,300MT), the Agricultural Bank (2,700 MT), and the equivalent 
of groundnut and goats sold by the community (129,011 MT). This should lead to a surplus of 65,000 MT. The 
Area Humanitarian Country Team (AHCT) meeting on 9 April advised for a more in-depth assessment of the 
situation by partners as the report has taken a year to release. 
 
Resumption of UNHAS flights to deep field locations in North Darfur 
The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) flights from El Fasher to deep field locations in North Darfur resumed 
normal operations from 11 April. This followed a week of cancellations, which affected humanitarian operations in 
North Darfur between 2-10 April. Military Intelligence (MI) had cancelled eight flights during that period for 
unspecified security reasons. 
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Workshop on nomadic networks for development and peace 
A workshop for the Pastoralists’ networks for development and peace was held from on 11-12 April 2012 in El 
Fasher. It was organised and facilitated by the Geneva-based Humanitarian Dialogue Centre (HDC). The 
workshop brought together representatives of pastoralists’ networks, including national NGOs, from all Darfur 
states, and UN agencies. The workshop underscored the importance of delivering assistance to pastoralists in a 
manner that safeguards social cohesion and enhances recovery and development for all the people of Darfur. 
The workshop recommended that OCHA serve as the interim focal point for general coordination with UN and 
international NGOs on nomadic issues. Echoing a gap already pointed out by some donors such as 
USAID/OFDA, the workshop participants concurred on the need to make use of data available in past surveys 
and studies to enhance evidence-based programming. It was noted, however, that no agency is currently serving 
as a central depository for such information. 
 
New arrivals to Zamzam IDP camp 
IOM has so far verified almost 3,000 newly displaced people who arrived in Zamzam IDP camp over the past few 
weeks as a result of inter-tribal fighting between Zaghawa and Birgid tribes that started in Alauna village 
(approximately 25km north of Dar el Salam, North Darfur) on 22 February. There are also unconfirmed reports of 
hundreds of newly displaced in El Fasher town that need to be verified. WFP is planning to provide the new 
arrivals in Zamzam who had been registered and verified with food aid shortly. 
 


