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1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
General overview 
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North 
(SPLM-N) has continued in parts of South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. On 14 February, the UN received 
reports of aerial bombings in the villages of Fadimia, Silik, Abu Garen, Bagis and Magenza Stream in Bau locality 
in Blue Nile. These villages are about 80 km south of the Blue Nile capital, Ed Damazine town, along the road 
from Ed Damazine to Kurmuk town in the southeast of the state. Aerial bombing in some areas south and 
southwest of Kurmuk was also reported on the same day. On 12 February, SAF took control of Magja in Blue Nile 
(25 km west of Dindiro in Bau locality) following heavy clashes in the area last week, according to reports 
received by the UN. Magja is also located on the route between Ed Damazine town and Kurmuk. No civilian 
casualties or displacement was reported.  
 
According to the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS), on 16 February a UN helicopter travelling from 
Abyei was reportedly shot at while approaching Kadugli airport in South Kordofan, as evidenced by a bullet hole 
underneath the aircraft found by ground crews. No one on the helicopter was injured and the helicopter later 
returned to Abyei. Consequently, UN flights between Abyei and Kadugli have been suspended pending an 
investigation.  
 
The Humanitarian Country Team remains extremely concerned about the impact on civilians of the continued 
fighting in South Kordofan and Blue Nile. On 17 February, the Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, 
issued a statement welcoming a recent statement by members of the UN Security Council calling on the 
Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N to grant unhindered access for humanitarian personnel to assist people 
affected by the conflict, and calling on both sides to return to talks and to agree to an immediate cessation of 
hostilities. She called on the Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N to promptly and positively respond to the 
joint proposal of the African Union (AU), the League of Arab States (LAS) and the United Nations. The proposal 
calls for access to South Kordofan and Blue Nile states so that humanitarian assistance can be provided to 
conflict-affected populations in the two states. She added that “what is needed above all else is for the fighting to 
stop and for the two sides to commit to resolving the current dispute through peaceful means”.  
 
Population movements 
According to humanitarian organisations, an estimated 15,000 people remain displaced in 13 locations in El 
Abassiya locality, South Kordofan, following armed clashes in parts of the locality in late January 2012, which had 
initially displaced an estimated 30,000 people. Although some people have been observed returning to their 
homes, there have been reports that returns have been disrupted due to inter-tribal conflict resulting in new 
displacements to Umm Ruwaba, Tota and Wad Alhadig areas in North Kordofan. According to local authorities, 
an estimated 1,000 newly displaced people arrived in Umm Ruwaba and 230 in Tota.  
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Key Points 
 

• In South Kordofan and Blue Nile, armed clashes between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) have continued.  

• In Khartoum, some 120,000 Southerners in Sudan wishing to return to South Sudan have 
been registered.  

• In the Abyei area, the spontaneous return of another 150 people to villages north of Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River was reported.  

• In South Darfur, some 2,800 internally displaced people are reported to have returned to 
villages in Mershing locality.  

• In North Darfur, the Minister of Agriculture has announced severe food shortages in the north-
eastern parts of the state.
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The Sudanese Media Centre (SMC) news website reported on 18 February that 75 per cent of the 9,400 people 
who had been displaced in parts of El Abassiya locality had returned to their places of origin. The Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) in South Kordofan reports that the displaced were assisted by national NGOs who have 
provided the displaced with emergency food and shelter assistance. HAC also reported aid convoys are on their 
way to South Kordofan from neighbouring states. 
 
Humanitarian response 
Mobile clinics run by the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) have treated 1,741 conflict-affected people in 
Dereng, Khor Maganza, Bagis, and Bau locality, Blue Nile State. Respiratory tract and eye infections, as well as 
water-borne diseases are main illnesses reported. 
 
Following an announcement by the Government on 22 January that UN agencies would be allowed to send back 
their heads of offices to the state capitals of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, UNDSS carried out a security review 
in South Kordofan and recommended that certain security measures be taken prior to the return of UN 
international staff to Kadugli. These security measures have now been agreed on and UN agencies have 
submitted requests to the Government for their staff to travel back to Kadugli and are awaiting the necessary 
clearances.  
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
Spontaneous returns 
Spontaneous returns to villages north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River in the Abyei area continue and according to 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 150 people have returned to Pamon and Agonytok during the reporting 
period. The UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) reported last week that an estimated 3,800 people had 
moved to a number of villages north of the river. Due to a lack of access, it is not possible for UN humanitarian 
staff to independently verify whether these movements are permanent returns or short-term visits to assess 
places of origin.  
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Humanitarian assistance continues to people displaced from Abyei 
In Agok, the national NGO Abyei Community Action and Development (ACAD) distributed agricultural seeds and 
tools to 8,200 people displaced from Abyei town and surrounding villages and the host community. The national 
NGO is also exploring the possibility of distributing grinding mills to returnees north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. 
 
The international NGO Disaster Aid International (DIA) is piloting the distribution of Sawyer filters as part of their 
family survival kits to people displaced from Abyei and returnee populations. According to the international NGO, 
these water filters have been successfully used in complex emergencies and are an efficient and sustainable 
solution to provide access to clean water during and after emergencies. The international NGO, in collaboration 
with local authorities, will be distributing 400 family survival packs to 400 returnee families north of Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River. 
 
On 19 February, IOM distributed 200 hygiene Kits in the northern parts of the Abyei area, including Goli and 
Diffra, and conducted hygiene promotion awareness and community training in each of the villages. In addition, 
IOM continues the rehabilitation of water points in the villages of Todach, Goli, Diffra, Mekines and Abu Gazala in 
the area.  
 
Landmines and de-mining 
De-mining activities have been taking place in the Abyei area but there is a serious concern that most of the de-
mining staff may need to leave soon as their visas/stay permits have not been granted/extended. As of 19 
February, Abyei-Diffra and Abyei-Agok roads have been cleared. There is an urgent need for increased capacity 
for humanitarian mine clearance before the start of the next rainy season in April-May when many routes in the 
area become impassable or difficult to navigate. 
 
On 12 February, UNISFA’s de-mining platoon identified one anti-tank mine in Noong village, while another anti-
tank mine had exploded in the area killing a cow. The UNISFA de-mining platoon continues its mine clearance 
operations in the Tajalei area. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) said in a statement this week that the 8 April 2012 deadline 
imposed on an estimated 500,000 Southern Sudanese to choose between returning to South Sudan or remaining 
in Sudan will represent a massive logistical challenge to the Government of Sudan and South Sudan and to the 
international community. IOM had hoped that an extension to the deadline would be included in a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) that the two governments signed on 12 February. However, changing the deadline was 
not part of the agreement. 
 
In the MoU, both governments agreed on the right of South Sudanese to voluntarily return in safety and dignity 
and that returns are the responsibility of the Government of South Sudan in cooperation with the Government of 
Sudan. The MoU also outlined that both governments will work in coordination with other partners who work on 
returns. However, the MoU limits the transportation options available for returns to road, rail and air 
transportation, leaving out returns by barge.  
 
IOM reports that last week 336 people spontaneously returned to South Sudan from Khartoum by the Khartoum – 
Kosti – El Obeid – Kadugli – Kharasana – Rubkona road. This road had been inaccessible due to the conflict in 
South Kordofan. The total number of people who returned to South Sudan from Sudan since October 2010 stands 
at over 365,000. 
 
IOM also reports that preparations are underway for a train to transport Southerners stranded in open areas in 
Khartoum and the Kosti railway station to South Sudan. So far, 622 people in Khartoum are on the manifest to 
travel to Wau, South Sudan. Efforts are continuing to identify returnees that have no or limited luggage as the 
luggage carriages of the trains are full but more passengers are required for the passenger carriage. The date of 
departure for the two trains is dependent on when IOM receives the carriages for the second train. The trains will 
be escorted by SAF from Babanusa up to the border with South Sudan. In South Sudan, South Sudanese 
security forces will escort the train to Wau.  
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Kosti  
According to IOM, as of 18 February there were 10,945 people of South Sudanese origin still stranded at the 
Kosti way-station with some 160 people arriving over the past week. This indicates a drop in daily arrival rates 
which at the end of last year was 85 – 100 new arrivals per day. Manifests for an estimated 1,000 people 
stranded at the Kosti railway station should be completed by the end of the week. 
 
Registration of Southerners in Sudan 
About 120,000 of the estimated 500,000 Southerners in Sudan have already been registered by UNHCR and 
HAC’s IDP centre and are ready to return to South Sudan. However, it is logistically impossible to move half a 
million people in less than two months, in a vast country like Sudan with many infrastructural challenges, 
according to IOM. There is a need for sufficient time to guarantee safe and dignified return of these people, IOM 
said.  
 
 
4. Negotiations on border demarcation 
 
Negotiations on border demarcation between Sudan and South Sudan 
Sudan and South Sudan held negotiations on border demarcation in Addis Ababa from 15 to 17 February, under 
the auspices of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) and with the support of the AU 
Border Programme (AUBP). In earlier rounds of negotiation, the two countries had agreed to several key 
principles, including the principle of a soft border and of an integrated border management system. The two 
parties discussed the timeframes and processes for the commencement and completion of border demarcation. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Security and fighting 
On 12 February, the UN received reports of fighting between the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and SAF 
in Tajreeba village, Buram locality of South Darfur. No civilian casualties have been reported. It was also reported 
that local authorities closed all markets adjacent to the border with South Sudan, following a series of alleged 
attacks by JEM on some villages in El Fardus locality. 
 
Tension between Rizeigat tribesmen and Misseriya in Central Darfur State was diffused on 14 February after 
elders from both tribes agreed to end hostilities. The Misseriya have agreed to pay compensation to the families 
of the two Rizeigat tribesmen who were killed following a dispute on grazing rights west of Kass town, South 
Darfur.  
 
On 16 February, a UNAMID vehicle was carjacked by armed men in Kutum, North Darfur. Two UNAMID 
peacekeepers were injured in the incident. Police later recovered the vehicle on 19 February. This is the second 
attack on a UNAMID this year. On 21 January, a UNAMID patrol was ambushed by unknown gunmen while en 
route from Ed Daein to Saleah, East Darfur. One peacekeeper was killed and three others were injured.  
 
According to reports received by the UN, local authorities have informed UN agencies they will facilitate the 
access of three specific UN vehicles into Zamzam IDP Camp. Registration details of the three vehicles will be 
posted at all checkpoints leading into the camp to ensure prompt access. On-going delays and restrictions in 
humanitarian movement into the camp have resulted from different procedures being applied to UN and 
international NGOs. Discussions are currently underway to address access procedures for international NGOs.  
 
Population movements 
According to the Return and Re-integration Working Group (RRWG), 2,810 people have returned to the villages 
of Seingo, Kashkoor and Solb in Mershing locality, South Darfur. Improved security, access to farmland and 
difficulties of camp life were cited as main factors for return. The RRWG recommended increased livelihood and 
early recovery support for the return villages in order to make returns durable. RRWG has reported that an 
estimated 52,000 people have returned to 14 villages in South Darfur since January 2011. 
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The Sudanese Commission for Refugees announced on 14 February that necessary preparations are underway 
in the Tina area in North Darfur State to receive Sudanese refugees who are currently in Chad. The Deputy 
Commissioner for Refugees, Abdalla Sulieman, told the SMC media website that the area is now ready to accept 
30,000 Sudanese refugees from eastern Chad. 
 
Humanitarian organisations report that a lack of alternative livelihood opportunities in return villages is one of the 
main factors preventing potential returns. If returnee villages lack basic services and livelihood opportunities, 
returnees go back to IDP camps.  
 
Food security and livelihoods  
The Minister of Agriculture for North Darfur reported severe food shortages in the north-eastern parts of North 
Darfur State, according to media reports. The localities of Malha, Kuma, Mellit, Dar el Salaam and Kilimondo are 
affected most. The Minister told the media there is a deficit of 120,000 tonnes of grain, primarily millet, forcing 
people to leave the area in search of food. The minister attributed the crop deficit to a lack of rain during the 
planting season. The Quasi Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (Quasi-CFSAM) report released last 
week by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Sudanese Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
stated that the 2011/2012 millet harvest is expected to be particularly poor in northern parts of North Darfur and 
North Kordofan states. 
 
Measles and Acute Jaundice Syndrome cases 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there have been reports of suspected cases of measles and 
acute jaundice syndrome (AJS) in South Darfur. In El Fardus and North Nyala localities, 21 suspected cases of 
measles were reported, while 37 suspected cases of AJS were reported in Buram, North Nyala, Bielel and Kass 
localities. The WHO and the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) are investigating the cases. Meanwhile in West 
Darfur, the SMoH reported 71 measles cases this year. Of these cases, 75 per cent were in El Geneina and the 
rest were from Kreneik, Habila, Umm Dukhun, Sirba, Jebel Mun, Azoom, Wadi Saleh and Zalingei. The SMoH 
has asked for support from the humanitarian community to address this issue.                                                   
 
 
 


