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1. North-South population movements 
 
The increased pace of returns from northern to southern Sudan continued over the past week, with over 70 buses 
and eight trucks organised by the Sudan Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs departing Khartoum from 4-7 July. On 4 
July, IOM reported that its tracking hub at Jabal Aulia tracked 26 buses and seven trucks with approximately 
1,200 IDPs on their way to Renk County, in southern Sudan’s Upper Nile State. Twenty-three of the buses arrived 
in Renk on 5-6 July, carrying some 840 returnees. The final destination for most of the arrivals was Renk, with a 
small number heading to Jonglei and Lakes states. The Emergency Returns Sector in southern Sudan is 
coordinating response in Renk, with access to clean water reported to be one of the main concerns. It reported on 
5 July that more returnees to Renk from Khartoum are expected in the coming days. 
 
The train travelling from Kosti to Northern Bahr el Ghazal (that was attacked last week near Meiram in South 
Kordofan) arrived in the state capital of Aweil on 30 June, without any incidents. The final count of returnees on 
the train was 4,200 individuals, a considerably larger number than the 2,800 initially estimated. Humanitarian 
actors met the train upon arrival, and provided returnees with water, referred several to the hospital, conducted 
measles vaccination for children under the age of five years, and assessed their protection and psychosocial 
needs. Many returnees are destined for counties outside Aweil town, but remain in the town with relatives 
awaiting the arrival of the train carrying their luggage. A one-month food ration was also provided to returnees. 
The total number of returnees who have arrived in southern Sudan since the end of October 2010 is over 
315,000. 
 
Humanitarian actors are updating contingency and emergency response plans in preparation for a possible large-
scale return of southerners from the north in the coming weeks and months. With high levels of insecurity and 
rains blocking most of the western return routes, it is expected that most returnees would arrive along the route 
passing through Upper Nile State. A high-level delegation of humanitarian partners travelled to Malakal in Upper 
Nile on 5 July to discuss the situation with the State government and key humanitarian partners.  
 
Kosti 
The international NGO FAR reported that the estimated number of returnees at the Kosti way station is 
approximately 18,000 people. A more accurate figure will be provided next week as the registration of new 
arrivals is ongoing. The Returns Sector reported that there had been unverified reports that returnees remaining 
in Kosti way station would be transported directly to Renk by bus in Upper Nile State after the movement of 7,000 
returnees from Kosti is completed by the Returns Task Force/IOM. On 4 July, IOM’s team, in collaboration with 
the Task Force partners (the National Center for the Displaced and Voluntary Return) and the contracted barge 
company started manifest procedures, medical screening and loading of passengers’ luggage.  
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Key Points 
• Fighting in parts of South Kordofan has continued, with access outside Kadugli town still severely 

restricted. 
• The rate of returns from northern Sudan to southern Sudan increased significantly over the past 

week.  
• A train carrying some 4,200 returnees from Khartoum to Northern Bahr el Ghazal arrived safely in 

the state capital of Aweil on 30 June. 
• Some 5,200 people have been displaced by inter-communal fighting in Cueibet, in Lakes State, 

southern Sudan. 
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The Protection Sector reported on 6 July that the water situation at the way station is worsening, as the returnee 
population has increased dramatically. Water borne diseases, mainly hygiene-related, have been detected. About 
150 diarrhoea cases had been reported by 4 July and a child died from diarrhoea on 3 July. Returnees are now 
drawing water from the river and some buy water from donkey carts. The current water infrastructure designed to 
address the needs of 6,000 people cannot meet the water demands of the estimated 18,000 people. 
 

Number of returnees at the Kosti way station (February-July 2011) 
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Source: IOM, FAR, ADRA and UNHCR 

 
Southerners in Khartoum State 
UNHCR reported on 6 July that the Government of Sudan had confirmed that there would be a nine-months 
period following 9 July 2011 during which southerners in northern Sudan could “adjust” their status if they wish to 
remain in the north. Both the National Center for the Displaced and Voluntary Return and the Commission of 
Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) informed UNHCR that southerners stranded and awaiting 
transportation assistance will benefit from this nine-months transitional period, as it will allow for a more orderly 
return movement to be planned and organised.  
 
 
2. Southern Sudan 
 
Further clashes reported in Upper Nile State  
The security situation in Upper Nile remained unpredictable, with local authorities reporting clashes between the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and rebel militia groups affiliated to Shilluk militia in Aburoc village of 
Fashoda County on 29 July. Numbers of casualties and possible displaced persons are yet unknown, as 
insecurity persists in the area.  
 
Assessment confirms 5,200 displaced by inter-communal fighting in Cueibet in Lakes 
Two inter-agency assessments travelled to Cueibet and Wulu counties in Lakes on 30 June to assess the most 
urgent needs of those affected by the inter-communal fighting in the two counties in June. The assessment found 
that close to 5,200 people were displaced by the clashes. The most urgent needs of the displaced were identified 
as food and NFIs for vulnerable persons. Humanitarian partners are coordinating to mobilise a response to those 
affected. 
 
Contined inter-communal clashes in Jonglei  
The security situation in Jonglei remained tense during the week, following sporadic inter-communal attacks in 
Pibor County during June. The large group of Lou Nuer men, suspected to be numbered in the thousands, that 
were conducting a large-scale retaliatory attack against the Murle were reported as having turned north, 
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homeward bound, over the week. Inter-communal clashes occurred near Gadiang and Duk Payuel in Duk County 
during the week, resulting in the medical evacuation of some 27 patients on 1-2 July. The cause of the clash is 
unconfirmed but believed to be linked to the large-scale inter-communal clashes ongoing between the Lou Nuer 
and Murle. 
 
Humanitarian response continues to displaced in Pariang County in Unity  
Another bombardment was reported on 2 July. The number of people displaced continues to grow, with an 
additional 1,003 people arriving in Panyang, Pariang and Yida towns between 29 June and 4 July. According to 
the inter-agency monitoring mission of 4 July, a total of 7,388 persons have been displaced since the start of the 
bombing. A second distribution of food was provided during the week, with some 4,800 of the displaced now 
having received food. Distribution is ongoing, with food for 961 people for two months distributed to the displaced 
in Yida payam, which is quickly becoming inaccessible due to the rains. 
 
Response ongoing to persons displaced from the crisis in Abyei 
The estimated number of displaced because of the Abyei crisis totals over 110,000 persons, with more than 
98,000 registered by IOM and local authorities. The Agok area on the border between northern and southern 
Sudan was reported to be calm over the past week. Food distribution for ten weeks is ongoing in Agok, with food 
distributed to four out of seven locations, supporting some 23,000 displaced persons. In Warrap, a second round 
of food distribution for one month is ongoing in two of twelve locations in the state. The distribution will support 
some 13,600 displaced persons in Mayan Abun and Akak towns. Humanitarian response to the 5,000 displaced 
persons in Akon North in Twic County is also underway. In Mayan Pajok town in Akon North, 1,781 individuals 
have received non-food item (NFIs) and food for one month. In Joung town in Akon North, 1,962 people have 
received NFIs and are scheduled to receive food for one month on 6 July. With regards the provision of 
emergency shelter for the displaced, by 30 June IOM had distributed over 400 emergency shelter kits in Turalei 
and Majak Kuel in Twic County. The water, sanitation and health (WASH) response is also ongoing with partners 
providing WASH supplies to 3,373 individuals during the week. 
 
 
3. Three Protocol Areas 
 
Abyei 
The situation in Abyei town and surroundings remains volatile and unpredictable. The Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) 
continue to control most of the area, according to UNMIS. Indiscriminate firing, as well as burning of tukuls, 
continued over the past week but at reduced levels. Meanwhile, following heavy artillery shelling near Agok last 
month, the UNDSS decision for UN staff to move out of Agok remains in place. UN agencies are allowed to travel 
to Agok, but are not allowed to stay overnight in Agok. No returns from southern Sudan to Abyei have been 
observed yet. 
 
Following last week’s UN Security Council resolution to establish the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei 
(UNISFA), the Resident Coordinator’s Support Office reported that an Ethiopian delegation visited Agok and 
Abyei on 28-29 June to prepare deployment. The visit will facilitate UNISFA in terms of key planning decisions, 
including areas of deployment.  
 
On 1-3 July, a technical team from UNOPS and the United Nations Mine Action Office (UNMAO) in Sudan 
conducted a technical assessment of the Banton Bridge on the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River that links Abyei town and 
Agok. The overall findings suggest that the bridge is beyond repair and requires replacement. The bridge is 
critical for movement by road, and will also be important for the movement of both the Ethiopian peacekeepers 
and returning IDPs. SAF insisted that the bridge should be repaired/replaced when the Ethiopian troops are on 
the ground. Some Ethiopian troops are expected to arrive in Abyei within one week.  
 
South Kordofan 
The security situation in South Kordofan State remained tense and volatile during the reporting period. Heavy 
gunfire and aerial bombardments were reported south of Kadugli every day from 30 June to 5 July. Helicopter 
gunships reportedly engaged in offensive air operations west of Kadugli on 4 July. It is unknown if there have 
been any civilian casualties in the reporting period. Meanwhile, continued restrictions on access in South 
Kordofan make it extremely difficult to assess overall humanitarian needs. In Kadugli town itself, UN humanitarian 
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agencies and IOM have been allowed access to the civilian population, but government authorities have 
continued to deny international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) access to the town.  
 
Government-led assessments in Kadugli town took place on 1-2 July. Five teams have completed various focus 
group discussions and household interviews in the neighbourhoods of the five sectors that the Kadugli town has 
been divided into. The five sectors represent areas in town that have been affected by the fighting and preliminary 
results include the following: 
 
- return figures vary from 10 to 80 per cent of the displaced population; 
- in some neighbourhoods, up to 80 per cent of the population has not returned and remains in displacement; 
- in one sector, returnees spend the night in a school for security reasons; 
- small groups of IDPs remain in three of the five sectors; 
- in the western sector, mines and UXOs are an urgent problem (1 child was reported killed); 
 
Outside of Kadugli town, government authorities are not allowing UN agencies free access to any location. 
According to the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), access is denied because of the current security situation 
and the presence of landmines. In the case of areas outside of the control of SAF, those humanitarian 
organisations that were already present when the conflict broke out on 5 June are able to continue delivering 
relief assistance, with limited supplies and mainly through national staff. 
 
Sudanese government authorities continue to demand that all humanitarian assistance from UN aid agencies and 
international NGOs be channelled through national partners and local organisations. Although this has enabled 
delivery of assistance to some of the vulnerable population, the response has remained constrained by the limited 
capacity of these national organisations. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society acknowledged in a press 
statement dated 29 June that it has limited logistical capacity. 
 
As of 7 July, WFP, working through local partners, had assisted approximately 51,400 people affected by the 
conflict with emergency rations. UNICEF and Save the Children (Sweden) delivered blankets, sleeping mats and 
recreation kits in Talodi, benefiting 6,873 people. In Kauda, 1,600 people received sleeping mats, recreation kits, 
food, NFIs and medicines.  
 
The UNMIS national staff member who was detained on 26 June by the Government in Kadugli was released on 
5 July. One UN national security guard is still detained and another is under treatment at Um Doman SAF Military 
Hospital in Khartoum.  
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan available at 
www.unsudanig.org.  
 
Blue Nile 
UNHCR, UNOPS, WFP and international NGO partners who are present in Kurmuk and Damazin reported that 
the rainy season has begun in the area and the road conditions between Damazin and Kurmuk are deteriorating. 
While the road is still passable, the travel time has increased significantly. The humanitarian stocks pre-positioned 
at the UNMIS compounds in Damazin and Kurmuk have this week been moved to UN and international NGO 
warehouses as the UNMIS mandate expires on 9 July. The loss of UNMIS secured storage for humanitarian 
stocks is a cause of concern and may lead to more stocks being pre-positioned outside of the State. This week 
WFP-Logistics Coordination Unit (LCU) pre-positioned 2,000 NFIs and emergency shelters, and 500 cooking sets 
with partners in Kurmuk and 500 cooking sets with a partner in Ed Damazin. 
 
 
4. Darfur 
 
Displacement from Shangil Tobaya to Mershing and Manawashi, South Darfur 
On 5 July, Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) reported that an estimated 500 people have moved from Shangil Tobaya 
to Mershing and Manawashi, South Darfur, between 20 June and 3 July, as a result the ongoing fighting between 
security forces and armed movements in the area.  
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Malnutrition on the rise in Alsalam IDP Camp, West Darfur 
The International Medical Corps (IMC) has reported a growing trend of malnutrition in Alsalam IDP Camp near 
Zalingei in West Darfur during the last two weeks. In this period 60 new cases were registered. WFP is seeking a 
partner to implement an immediate blanket-feeding programme.  
 
Verification and NFIs assistance to returnees in West and South Darfur 
UNHCR verified 3,790 returnees in Anjemi (El Geneina locality) and 7,285 returnees in Terbiba (Beida locality) in 
West Darfur. These people are both refugee and IDP returnees. UNHCR has provided some households in 
Anjemi with NFIs and is planning to distribute the population of Terbiba with NFIs shortly. Meanwhile, starting 
from the second week of July, UNHCR will distribute NFIs to support returning communities and school 
renovation projects in the IDP return areas of Um Darfug, Al Radoom, Sani Deleba and Kass in South Darfur, 
targeting 11,339 people.  
 
Darfur International Conference on Water for Sustainable Peace  
On 3 July, the UNAMID Deputy Joint Special Representative (DJSR), Mohamed Yonis, addressed the Sudanese 
parliament on the outcome of the Darfur International Conference on Water for Sustainable Peace held in 
Khartoum on 27-28 June. The DJSR briefed the parliament on UNAMID’s role in improving access to water 
resources. In addition, the Mission will be building four earth dams, which will contribute to recharging aquifers 
and enhance the access to water for nomadic communities. A high-level committee, chaired by the State Minister 
of Water, will ensure that planned projects are implemented. The technical and high-level committees will meet 
weekly.  


