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Highlights:  

 Humanitarian partners made arrangements with the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to transport 
some 12,000-15,000 returnees stranded in Kosti, Sudan, by air to South Sudan  

 Relocation began with vulnerable individuals and families from the Jammam refugee site to reduce the 
pressure on limited water supply. Some 15,000 refugees will move from Jammam to Doro.  

 The African Union (AU) prepared to facilitate renewed negotiations between the Governments of Sudan 
and South Sudan, meant to start in mid-May. 
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I. Situation overview  
 

Political tensions between Sudan and South Sudan continued during the week, with particular consequences for 
the humanitarian community in terms of assistance with returns to South Sudan. Humanitarian agencies focused 
on plans to transport and accommodate over 12,000 South Sudanese returnees from Kosti, Sudan, in an airlift 
operation within a short timeframe. The Government of South Sudan said it would welcome the returnees, but 
uncertainty remained over the location of the transit site for them.  
  
The African Union (AU) prepared to facilitate renewed negotiations between the Governments of Sudan and 
South Sudan. Both sides said they would abide by the ceasefire called for by the UN Security Council on 2 May, 
with peace talks meant to follow within two weeks. Border clashes have abated since the UN resolution, but 
unconfirmed reports indicate that aerial bombings occurred in Unity, Upper Nile and Western Bahr el Ghazal 
states around 5-6 May.  
 
The impact of the four-month suspension of oil exports is increasingly felt by South Sudanese with fuel and food 
prices increasing in many local markets. Humanitarian partners continue to assist over 170,000 people affected 
by recent inter-communal fighting in Jonglei State; an estimated 110,000 people displaced from Abyei a year ago; 
and over 100,000 refugees from Sudan, with verification in progress and new arrivals continuing steadily.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response    
 
Response to displaced people continues in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State 

Verification continues for displaced people in Jach, in Aweil North County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, 
following recent border tensions with Sudan. An inter-agency verification team screened an additional 303 
individuals, belonging to 81 households, in preparation for providing them with food assistance. The total number 
of verified and registered displaced people was nearly 1,200 as of 8 May, as the process continued. During earlier 
assessments, people from the host community reportedly also sought to be registered as displaced in order to 
receive aid, inflating the humanitarian caseload beyond current on-site response capacity. Medical supplies are 
reportedly in short supply in Jach. 
 
In Gokmachar, also in Aweil North, preparations were underway to distribute emergency shelter to 300 vulnerable 
households of displaced people. Three latrine blocks at the Gokmachar site have been completed. Water, 
sanitation and hygiene partners plan to build 11 latrine blocks in Jach. Humanitarian partners also reported the 
presence of over 625 households of recently displaced people in Rumaker, Aweil East County, on 8 May. These 
people were reportedly displaced by mid-April border skirmishes between the Sudanese and South Sudanese 
armies. Partners in Rumaker prepared for May 11-12 distribution of 1,000 standard non-food item kits, which 
include soap, kitchen utensils, mosquito nets and plastic ground sheets.  
 
RRC obtains humanitarian truck release 

Soldiers from South Sudan’s military attempted to commandeer a truck belonging to a humanitarian NGO in 
Western Bahr el Ghazal State, until the Relief and Rehabilitation Council (RRC) demanded the truck’s immediate 
release, partners reported. The soldiers let the truck go within minutes after a call to the RRC. The incident 
provides an example of increasingly effective Government support in protecting humanitarian space, access and 
assets.   
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Commandeering of vehicles by the military remains the most frequently reported type of humanitarian space 
violation. Army troops reportedly continued to use two unmarked water trucks taken from a humanitarian NGO 
around Malakal in Upper Nile State three weeks earlier. The trucks were intended for the Jammam refugee site. 
The RRC and the State Governor gave written orders to release the trucks, so far to no avail, partners said.  
 
Refugee relocation starts in Upper Nile State 

Refugees from Sudan’s Blue Nile State continued to arrive in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. The UN refugee 
agency, UNHCR, completed individual registration and verification of the state’s refugee population during the 
week. Some 70,000 refugees were registered at the Doro and Jammam settlements in Maban County, lower than 
the previous estimate of 89,000, which was based on family head counts. Hundreds more refugees were believed 
to be awaiting relocation from border areas. A further 10,000 refugees, reportedly on their way, are expected to 
reach the settlements shortly.  
 
UNHCR started relocating the first group out of 15,000 refugees from Jammam to Doro I and II camps during the 
week to reduce the demand on limited water sources. Vulnerable individuals and families were identified by 
protection partners and were prioritized for the first movement, which started on 7 May. Partners are completing 
additional latrines and pitching tents in Doro for the additional inhabitants. Communities in Jammam have 
expressed their willingness to relocate. Protection partners are working closely with communities in both locations 
to keep them fully informed. 
 
Aid agencies in Jammam are stepping up efforts to increase water supply and mitigate the risk of water-borne 
diseases. In the meantime, partners have pre-positioned medical supplies, established treatment units and drawn 
up contingency plans to respond to any disease outbreak.  
 
Lack of food in Southern Khordofan contributing to refugee displacement 

Yida, in Unity State, is receiving an average of 550 refugees per day from Sudan’s Nuba Mountains – nearly 
double the rate in April and six times that in March. With more than 3,200 arrivals so far this month, the border 
settlement’s population has grown to nearly 30,000 refugees. UNHCR has doubled its presence in Yida and 
accelerated the screening of new arrivals. Increasing numbers of refugees are arriving malnourished, due to food 
shortages in parts of South Kordofan, Sudan. All new arrivals are screened and given food, including high-energy 
biscuits, as needed.  
 
Partner NGOs are treating malnourished children urgently and implementing therapeutic and supplemental 
feeding programs. The World Food Programme has sufficient food rations for all the refugees in Yida, including 
new arrivals, and is pre-positioning food stocks before seasonal rains disrupt road access. Additional relief 
supplies such as plastic sheets and mosquito nets are also being distributed. Aid agencies are discussing how to 
evacuate refugees in need of urgent medical treatment when heavy rains make roads around Yida impassable.  
 
An information centre in Yida is intended to help orient new arrivals and provide options for relocating further 
south. UNHCR remains deeply concerned that Yida’s proximity to the disputed border area of Jaw is a serious 
threat to refugees’ security. Preserving the civilian character of all refugee locations remains a core priority. 
Advocacy, therefore, continues for the refugees to move to other settlements at a safer distance from the border.  
 
Education partners have returned to Pariang, which currently has over 2,200 refugees. Four longhouses for 
students are nearly completed, with accommodation to be divided between men and women. Partners are 
preparing to provide vocational training in Pariang and Nyeel. 
 
Anuak refugees arrive from Ethiopia 

Anuak refugees have arrived in the Alari camp, in Pochalla County, Jonglei State, following reports of violence 
last month between the government and alleged Anuak opposition forces in Ethiopia. Humanitarian partners are 
visiting arrival locations with the Government of South Sudan’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) to 
register new arrivals and identify protection needs. An initial assessment by UNHCR staff indicates that new 
arrivals numbered in the hundreds.  
 
The majority of new arrivals are located at Alari refugee camp. A nutritional assessment of 100 children at the site 
found no malnutrition. Shelter and household goods were the most urgent needs, according to partners. Access 
to Alari is difficult because of heavy rainfall. The new refugees reportedly came from Ethiopia’s Abobo area, amid 
reports of torture, arrests and indiscriminate killings, and from Jor, where clashes were reported on 6 May.  
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Embargo adds to food security concerns in Warrap State 

Border clashes in the past two months have resulted in the tightening of Sudan’s year-long trade embargo on 
South Sudan. Goods from Sudan previously made their way into Warrap State, but many northern traders have 
reportedly ceased bringing such goods because of severe punishments for smuggling to South Sudan. Stricter 
enforcement has led to greater shortages and price increases for some basic goods in Warrap’s markets, adding 
to concerns about food security in the border state. 

 
III. Returns to South Sudan 

 
Partners finalize Kosti airlift preparations 

Late in the week, humanitarian partners continued to make arrangements with the Governments of Sudan and 
South Sudan to transport some 12,000-15,000 returnees stranded in Kosti, Sudan, by air to South Sudan. The 
humanitarian community was concerned to maintain the safety and dignity of this vulnerable group of returnees, 
in spite of the short timeframe for their departure given by Sudanese authorities. Manifesting for movements 
supported by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) began on 8 May, with flights to commence on 13 
May. The returnees, having waited in Kosti for up to a year, were to be bussed to Khartoum, before boarding 
flights to Juba. Nearly 900 returnees per day were expected to make the trip on a rotation of about six flights.  
 
The Government of South Sudan undertook to move the returnees’ luggage by surface transport to Malakal, in 
Upper Nile State, and then onwards. One family member of each returnee family would be able to wait and travel 
to South Sudan with the family’s luggage, partners reported. Returnees who are not medically fit to travel by a ir 
would also travel by road via Renk. Partners began discussion with donors about funds needed for the 
emergency response to assist the returnees upon arrival in South Sudan. The response was to be covered 
through projects under the Consolidated Appeal for South Sudan, but this is only 32 per cent funded to date. 
Partners in Sudan were undertaking an information campaign to ensure that returnees in Kosti were aware of the 
plans for the assisted air movement. Reports continued that some returnees in Kosti were selling their belongings 
or hiring transport to cross the border into South Sudan on their own. Renk was receiving an estimated 50-75 new 
arrivals per day, although how many of these were from the Kosti group was unclear.   
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 

Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 

Bahr el 

Ghazal 

Western 

Bahr el 

Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 

Equatoria 

Central 

Equatoria 

Eastern 

Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 

2-8 May  581 0 44 283 29 0 41 0 0 0 978 

Previous 
Total 60,838 88,016 34,006 71,723 24,644 17,474 21,315 2,297 43,174 11,761 375,248 

Updated 

Total 61,419 88,016 34,050 72,006 24,673 17,474 21,356 2,297 43,174 11,761 376,226 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,424 32,462 17,244 24,471 10,388 15,703 16,090 1,575 27,063 9,940 180,360 

Spontaneous 20,845 55,554 7,549 46,144 14,285 1,501 5,236 673 16,111 1,821 169,719 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 
 

* Since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 8 May 2012. 

 
As part of the contingency plan for South Sudan, authorities had earlier identified the port of Mangala, about 75 
kilometres outside Juba, as a transit site for returnees. In preparation for the airlift, humanitarian partners moved 
quickly during the week to upgrade the site. On 10 May, mine-action partners assessed and green-lighted the 
area as clear of unexploded ordnance. Infrastructural upgrades, such as flood management, road upgrading, and 
fencing, were to be carried out to accommodate the first arrivals. Partners also prepared to provide shelter and 
basic services, such as water and health facilities. Local authorities approved the site, and it was agreed that 
humanitarian partners would help the government to provide onward transport for the returnees to final 
destinations as promptly as possible, to avoid a significant build-up of the returnee population at Mangala. Two 
days before the airlift was scheduled to commence, the Central Equatoria State government rejected the site as 
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 hotspot locations 

unsuitable for the returnees coming from Kosti. Humanitarian partners expressed concern as to suitable 
alternatives in order to ensure the safe and dignified return of this group.   
 
Onward transport from Renk increases 

On 4 May, an IOM road movement left Renk with 516 returnees, arriving in Malakal on 5 May. About 500 more 
returnees departed Renk on 9 May by bus, arriving in Malakal on 10 May. Some 300 of these had specified 
Malakal as their final destination, while the rest are currently accommodated at the Malakal transit site as airlifts 
proceed for returnees bound for Greater Bahr el Ghazal. The Malakal airlift operation commenced on 9 May with 
two flights conveying over 70 individuals to Kwajok, in Warrap State, with further transport by road to their final 
destination of Wau, in Western Bahr el Ghazal. Another 81 returnees were transported on 10 May to the same 
destinations. The plan calls for two flights per day to continue for two weeks. 
 
The IOM-supported barge carrying 1,708 returnees bound for Juba was reportedly approaching Bor, in Jonglei 
State. Meanwhile, a boat carrying some 320 spontaneous returnees from Renk to Bentiu, which had been 
stranded at Lul, in Fashoda County, Upper Nile State, arrived in Malakal on 5 May. Repairs were carried out and 
food was distributed. Despite continued technical problems, the boat resumed the trip to Bentiu on 9 May with two 
working engines.  
 
Response costs rise in Renk amid border tensions 

Partners in Renk, in Upper Nile State, continue to support returnees with health, nutrition, water, sanitation, food, 
shelter, education, and protection services. However, shortages of drugs are reported at the Renk hospital 
because of increased demand. Partners also cite sanitation concerns, including insufficient latrines at transit sites. 
Maintaining adequate staffing and involvement by partners has also been a challenge for some clusters. Because 
of border tensions, the cost of responding in Renk and other border areas has increased, with partners estimating 
anywhere from 20 per cent higher to double the cost compared to a few months ago. In light of rising prices and 
reduced fuel supply in border areas, fuel is being pre-positioned in key locations to support onward transport for 
returnees and other humanitarian operations. Partners continue working with the Government to resolve onward 
transport and land issues, as approximately half of the returnees considered to be in transit in Renk are unclear 
about their desired final destination. The lack of clarity makes the humanitarian response, including onward 
transport, difficult to carry out. 
 
Meanwhile, returnees arriving at the Malakal transit site from Renk, who are in transit to Greater Bahr el Ghazal, 
have been receiving extra plastic sheets, soap, and transit food rations as required. This site is anticipated to host 
a significant number of returnees over the coming months, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) facilities 
are a particular challenge to establish because of distance from the Nile river and the lack of good-quality ground 
water. WASH partners are exploring the options of building a pipeline from the river or building a rain catchment 
to meet water needs. But either of these would take significant time and resources. In the meantime, the only 
option is water trucking, complicated by poor roads, lack of available trucks, and the high price of fuel. Transit 
services are also being provided to returnees arriving by air in Kwajok and then continuing to Wau. 
 
 
 

 

 


